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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



The official situation which the Author 
enjoyed under Prince Eugene enabled Imn 
to give a faithful history of the most ex- 
traordinary campaign that the annals of war 
record. His style is simple and unaffected ; 
and though the descriptions which he gives 
often powerfully interest the feeUngs, and 
reach the heart, they bear not the least mark 
of exaggeration. His recital of the passage 
of the Wop, the Beresina, and the Niemen, 
yield not in genuine pathos to any real or 
fictitious narrative of ancient or modem 
times, while the simplicity and candour with 
which he writes are assured pledges of his 
fidelity. The accuracy and candour of the 
work have been acknowledged, not only by 
the French, but the Russians ; and the voice 
of the public has unequivocally declared that 
of the numerous publications on the Cam* 
paign of Russia, this is the. most interesting, 
and the most correct. 

The later editions of Labaume were eUf 
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IV PREFACE. 

riched with much new and valuable matter. 
The text erf the present pubhcatiQii is d faith* 
iul traQslation of the last and most improved 
edition of the original, while the beaCitifiil 
episode triach our author, with i£oo great 
deference to the opmion of iomt cold-« 
hearted (Critic, had expunged from his work^ 
ih retained iii the fdrm of notes. This editiod 
df the translation may therefore be con-* 
sidered as more complete, than eitl»sr of the 
^ditioA^ of the original. The whole has been 
eariefully revised, and a great pari; of it re^ 
cdmpoSiBd. 

c The moderation and reserve with which 
L^Hauirie spieaks of the unprinciplol con- 
trived 6f this infamous and dii^ustrous ex- 
pedition, are worthy of notice. It is an in- 
t^estmg struggle betwe^i the honest indigo 
nation of the many and that reverence for his 
geheral, which he had ever been taught to 
consider as the first duty of the soldier j and 
tvhich^ in his mind, was associated with ths 
memory of former victories, and much per* 
sonal obUgation. But the Efiglish reader^ 
who has no similar restrldnt on the indignant 
feelings of his soul, irill trace the bloody fca- 
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reer of this execrable tyrant with miorgled 
aversion and horror. The enterprise had no 
colour of justice. It was prompted by the 
wildest lust of power, and, in its execution 
every principle of humanity was outraged^ 
Hurried on by the vain and puerile ambition 
cff {^anting his eagles on the walls of the 
ancient capital of the Czars, he neglected 
eyefy military precaution; he calculated not 
on the forces that hovered on his tear ; he 
remembered not the rigourd of a northern 
winter; but led to certain destructioki the 
proudest army of which France in her hap* 
piest days could boast ; and, when he Was 
compelled to retrace hia steps with sad dis- 
Qotnfiture, our blood curdles at the recital 
of the wanton destruction which marked 
his retreat. While be strove with remorse-r 
less fury to wreak his revenge on the enemyi 
he forgot that his oWn soldiers would be the 
principal victims of the desolation which he 
caused. The first division was ordered to 
plunder and destroy without mercy, that 
his eyes might be gratified with the sight 
of human misery. He thought not, he cared 
not, that the divisions which followed were, 
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VI IPREFACE. 

by these means, exposed to the horrors of a 
Russian winter, without food to eat, or one 
habitation left entire to afford them shelter. 
Thus perished 500,000 men, the victims of 
inordinate ambition and savage barbarity. 

He received his reward. He was hurled 
from the throne which he had usiu^ped, 
and driven an outcast and a fugitive froni 
that country which he had filled with widows 
and with orphans. We could not wish him 
a greater punishment than in the retirement 
of Elba, to muse on this affecting narrative 
of the unparalleled sufferings of bis devoted 
followers. 

He has reascended the throne which he was 
compelled to abdicate, and again has the in- 
exhaustible resources of France at his com- 
mand. He professes to have renounced all 
his favourite schemes of aggrandisement and 
universal empire. If he be sincere — if he has 
really learned wisdom in the school of ad- 
versity, is it unreasonable to suppose that 
the perusal of this work may have had some 
share in producing the happy chaoge ; and 
should he be able, by any possible chance, 
to resist the formidable forces with which 
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the sovereigns of Europe, justly distrustful 
of professions so utterly at variance with 
every former act, are preparing to over- 
whelm him, and once more commence his 
wild career of universal conquest, may we 
not hope that the new constitution, which 
circumstances, not choice, ^ have obhged him 
to offer to the French people, will affi)rd a 
salutary, and a sufficient check: while the 
Narrative of Labaume, widely circulated in 
France and in Europe, will generate an ab- 
horr^ice of war, and render it impossible 
for him again to find the willing, the deluded, 
and devoted tools of his unprincipled am-^ 
bition. 



Edmund Boyce. 

JMoy dOlA, 1815. 
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AUTHOR^a PREFACE. 



I R£ LATE that which I hare seen. A 
witness of the gtxiatest disasters that ever 
befell a great nation; a spectatbt and an 
actor in every scene of this sdd and memo^ 
rable es^pedition, I present the reader with 
no fictitious narrative, artfuHy arranged, 
and heightened by false colouring. The 
events that passed around me were daily 
recorded, and I now simply endeavour to 
conmiunicate the impressions which I then 
felt. It was by the hght of the buming of 
Moscow, that I described the destruction of 
that tmfortunate city. It was on the borders 
of the Beresina, that I traced the recital 
of that fatal passage. The plans of the 
battles of the Moskwa, and Malo-Jarosla- 
vitz, which accompany this work, were 
taken on the spot, at the conmiand of Prince 
Eugene. 
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It b seareely possible to coadlive what 
difficultkii I had to sipuiQiint in tb6 pro« 
gress df toy Tv^rk. Comipelled) file miy 
ccxmpaiuoiiii in adns^ to slsruggle wi& the 
mcsst ilrgent necessities, jiiereed by the 
cold, tormented ilidtii: hunger, a prey to 
every accuinulated hdrror ; liiiGertaih at liie 
rising off the ifciin, iKi^hetiier I shoidd see itt 
i^ettin^ rays, abd dteabtfiil at night, wheffaer 
I should iritnesft the morrow's dawn; every 
thought ieemed concentred in tbd ardent 
desire to hve, that I might pisipetaate tiie 
menuny i6f what I had seen. Animated 
by tlni^ irr^ii&tible feeling, I retraced^ eac& 
dight, the events of the day, sitting beside 
a wretdb6d fire, under a temperature of 
fweAty or twenty-two degrees below the 
fteezihg pokit, and surrounded by the dying 
and the dead. The knife with which I had 
carved my scanty nioi^l of horse-flesh, was 
employed m cutting a raven's quill, and a 
lijttle gunpowder, mixed with' some mdted 
snow, in this hdliow of my hand;^ served ui^ 
for iiik and inkstEuid. 

I have, composed this work without per- 
sonal^ iU-will, and without prejudice; y^ I 
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tniist confess, that during the recital of {he* 
most horrible enterprise which the genius 
of ambition had ever conceived, I could 
often scarcely restrain my indignation against 
the author of all our misfortunes. But the 
respect with which his former well^eariied 
reputation had inspired me, and the memory 
of the glorious victories that I had witnessed^ 
and the .honours of which I had shared, 
compelled me to upbraid that conqueror, not 
in the language of defamation, but by a 
simple niirration of facts. 

Having constantly before me the moum- 
£ul image of a crowd of warriors doomed 
to perish liiiserably in remote deserts, I 
was sustained by the hope of rendering my 
feeble homage to a courage acknowledged 
even by their enemies; and to exploits the 
more heroic, since their object was no 
longer the safety .of their country, nor even 
of their lives, but the preservation of their 
fame. I shall account myself most happy, 
if my reader is convinced, that in the midst 
of so many disasters, our brave soldiers 
were always worthy of themselves ; that 
they stained not their ancient renown, and 
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\ 

that, always fonnidable to their enemies, 
they were conquered by the elements alone. 

Encom^aged by the favomuble reception 
which the three first editions of my work 
have received, I have endeavoured to im- 
prove, this new edition, by retrenching what 
was peculiar to the fourth corps, and re- 
lating more fully the operations of the grand 
army. The narrations oF the battles of the 
Moskwa, and of Polotsk, the engagement 
of Taroutina, the masterly retreat of the 
Duke of Elchingen, and, above all, the 
passage of the Beresina, have been con- 
siderably enlarged, from the information 
-which has been kindly furnished by many 
jpfilcers who escaped from the disasters of 
this fatal campaign. 

I beg leave to express my sincere grati- 
tude to those who are daily presenting mQ 
with new facts, and to assure them tl^at I 
shall receive with the greatest pleasure every 
article of intelligence, and every hint of ad- 
vice, which they may think proper to trans- 
mit. 

The kind approbation with which nume- 
rous persons celebrated for their talents and 
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virtues have hoRPurj^d if)^, imposeif on nie 
the Sjacri&d duty of Qeglectin^ npth^pg which 
can add to the interest of piy naxrativey or 
render it worthy of the dignity of fhp sfub- 
ject. The best manner m which I can re- 
pay the patroi^age of the pubUc, \s itp profit 
by every hint which ?an increase th^ v?Jjie 
of my work. 



For the conveoience of persons who purchased the first 
edition of iLsibaiune, the Map of thp Countries between 
Baiis and Moscow, may be had sepamtdy, price 2s. co- 
loured. 

p. S. An Autll^tic Work of pe^uJvir iftteresf i| JMs| puti- 
lished, translated from did French of Monsieur Giniud, 
entitled, Tiie Campaign of Fans, in 1814: it may be con- 
sidered as a sequel to Labaume's Narrative. Price 6s. 
boards, embellished with the Plan of the attack on Paris,. 
and a Map of the Environs, 
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CIRCUMSTANTIAL NARRATIVE 

OF THE 

CAMPAIGN IN RUSSIA. 



PART L— BOOK I. 



WiLNAy 



IF ire were to look into our annitls for the most 
brilliant period of our glory, we should iind that 
^France had never been more powerful than after 
the treaty of Tilsit. Spain, under the name erf 
an ally, was in reality one of our provinces, 
whence we were supplied with money, men,, and 
jihips. Italy, wisely governed by a prince who 
was at once a> skilful warrior and an able poli- 
tician, being subject to, and obeying the same 
laws aa the French empire, enjoyed an equal 
share of proi^erity with ourselves ; and saw with 
pride that her legions, transported ^o the Baltic, 
liad given proofe of the noblest courage, in order 
to. procure for Frauce a peace as glorious as It 

B 
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55 WILNA. 

was beneficial. Germany, alarmed by our co- 
lossal aggrandizement, far from opposing our 
successes, endearoured merely to ensure her own 
existence, by a submission to. all the great 
changes which subverted the German constitu- 
tion. England alone, the only constant opponent 
of an ambition so fatal to her own, saw in the 
prosperity of Napoleon a new cause of fear to 
herself, and of terror to the continent. Jealous 
of the honour of circumscribing that boundless 
ambition, she anxiously represented to the sove- 
reig^fiTOf the/|ii)r*h 5iow much it was their in- 
terest to. arrest th^ iapidly-increasing progress of 
our excessive jpower. -Vadn efforts! these mo- 
narchs had not yet acquired the requisite degree 
of conviction, that they must all be united to 
crush the giant who wished to devour them. 
Napoleon's passioh for invasion suggested to 
him, on his return from Tilsit, the idea of de- 
claring am unjust war on l^pain ; which not only 
tarhished his laurels, but $|terwards furnished 
his enemies with the long<4vi$hed^or otoasioti of 
subverting a power so formidable. 

A weak prince nommally presided over that 
unhappy peninstila ; but a perfidious minister, 
treacherous towards his country, and ungtateful 
to his king and benefactor, in reality goVeraeJ 
the state with a partial hand ; and bjr the most 
abject deference to the evil cotmseb of foreigners, 
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de^aded ti>e nation, whose rights he seemed to 
have usurped only to drag it into long and shame^ 
fnl servitude. The credulity of the father, and 
the moderation of the son, alike promoted his 
criminal views. He incensed them against each 
other, and then, undei^ the pretext of reconciling 
them, and feigning the sincerest friendship for 
both, he promJ8ed his mediation ; but, amved at 
Bayonne, he carried off the two monarchs, to dis-^ 
pose of their crown. The brave Castilians, who 
had been our most faithful allies, indignant at 
this unheard-of outrage, now became our irre- 
concilable enemies. They immortalized them^* 
tselves by their noble perseverance, and they 
robbed us of our cTiaracter as invincible. It 
was a fatal attempt to accomplish a project the 
most impolitic, and which presents, in the his* 
tory of a civflisred nation, an example of atro- 
cious iogi-atrtude, unparalleled even anrongst bar^ 
barians. 

Spain, notwithstanding its proximity to France, 
was little known ; and the character of its inha* 
bifafztswas still less understood. This ignorance 
misled the conqueror, and induced him to at- 
tempt an unfortunate invasion ; the miseries of 
which will however be easily forgotten, when we 
consider that, like the campaign of Moscow, it 
was the primitive cause of those events which led 
to the happy deHver^ce of the world. 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



« WILXA. 

It does not enter into my plan to recapitulate 
an ill-fated aggression, which made enemies of 
two nations equally generous ; and who, always 
united by a reciprocal esteem, would yet have 
retained the most friendly sentiments, hitd it not 
•been for the perfidious politics of the tyrant, 
^he struggle which ensued, memorable for its 
obstinacy and its vicissitudes, will furnish the 
historian with an interesting subject, and the 
military jman with ample matter for meditation. 
I shall only briefly observe, that Providence ap- 
pears to have excited in Napoleon the idea of 
these two uqust wars, to convince the Spaniards 
and Russians, ,tbat an alliance with the vicious 
will unavoidably prove fatal: and this instru- 
ment, which the Almighty had employed to ac- 
complish his purpose, was now precipitated from 
error to error, to shew that tyranny is a crime 
against the common and inalienable rights of 
man, and that it may, at all times, be success- 
fully opposed .by those who rally round the ban- 
ners of justice. 

Whilst Napoleon vainly endeavoured to chase 
the English from the peninsula, a new stoxm was 
•gathering in Germany. Austiia, whom he had 
so often humbled, could not tamely submit to 
the disgraceful yoke under which her defeats had 
placed her. The resistance of the Spaniards, and 
the powerful armaments of England, offered her 
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a favourable opportunity for again having recourse 
to arms, and endeavouring to recover the terri* 
tories which she had lost, and that political pre^ 
ponderance of which she h^d always been so 
jealous. , ' 

' The new war againdt Austtda only opened ^ 
new field of triumph to the French. Landshut, 
Eckmuhl, and Ratisbon, having been attacked 
with bri^jlliant success, prepared the way, at the 
end of four months, for one of the most memora* 
ble victories. The field of Wagrwn ^ saw the 
prodigies of Austerlitz renewed, and secured to 
France the most glorious campaign, and the most 
decisive results. , 

The treaty of Vienna, which gave us. peace, 
brought several wealthy provinces under our do- 
minion, it aggrandized Wurtemberg and Bava* 
ria, and seemed to promise to Poland her com- 
))lete re-establishment. But that treaty, dictated 
by a power that grasped at every thing, might, 
like those which pre^^ded it, have contained the 
seeds of fresh contention, if the most august and 
most unexpected alliance had not crowned thc^ 
fortune of the conqueror. 

, The sovereign of the Austinan empire, tired of 
a resistance so long fatal to his anns^ fancied foi: 
a moment, that he obeyed his fate in yielding to ^ 
Qian to whom every one had submitted.. He s^*; 
crificed his glory, and even his offspring, to ob,-» 
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tain peace ; ^xixn realiaing thoae fabulous times, 
when magnanimous princeB devoted their daugh- 
ters to appease the n^ath of some demon who ra- 
v^ed their country. 

Of all the bles8ings which chance had bestowed 
upon him,. <liat marriage was undoubtedly the 
greatest ; since it secured, for ever, the destiny of 
a man, who, having risen from the humblest rank 
in society, had now become allied to a power- 
Ail monareh. But, seduceii by a prosperity so 
dazzling, he was yet dissatisfied ; and, forming 
tiew, and tomantic, and impious projects, he ha« 
zar^ed all that he had acquired. He wearied his 
good genius, and provoked his fate. To his own 
folly alone is it to be attributed, that that which 
w:as so well calculated to cement his power, be- 
came the cause of his ruin. 

That period ought to havre been esteemed the 
happiest of Napoleon's life. What more could 
the wHdest ambition desire ? FVom a private in- 
dividual, he saw himself raised to the first throne 
in the world*, his reign had been one continued 
series of victories ; and, to complete his happi- 
ness, a son, the object of his most ardent wishes, 
was born to succeed him. The people, though 
oppressed under his government, became ac- 
customed to it, and seemed desirous to secure the 
crown to his family. All the foreign princes 
who were subjected to his pover w6rc his vs^sals. 
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They maintained his troopa^ 9xyi supplied* him 
with money to gratify his luxury and his plea^ 
sures. In short, all obeyed him. Nothing Ma^ 
wanting to make him happy ! nothing, if he 
^onld be happy who possessed not a love of jus- 
tice. To that sentiment Napoleon h^d ever been 
a stranger, and, consjequently, knew nc4 dther 
^snjoyment or repose. Agitated by a restless 
apiritt and tormented by ungovamable sonbitioh, 
the i^ry excess of his fortune was his. ruin.--*^ 
Aiming at that which it was impossible to obtain^ 
and ignorant of human nature, he foi^'ot every 
principle of hopoiir and humanity — ^be forgot 
himself. « 

The continent seemed disposed to suboiit to 
^e great changes which Napoleon had effected ; 
mid the common people, whose limited concep** 
ttons seldom pe^ietrate into the darik minds of 
ambitious monarchs, thought that the surprising 
alliance between this man and an archduchess, 
much satisfy all his immoderate desires. They 
also expected, that the tender £seling^ of a parent 
would teach him, that a throne is not so firmly 
cemented by ambitious ccmquests, purchased by 
blood and by tdars, as by wise institutions, which, 
making a g^yernment beloved, ensure its dura^ 
tiou. The being never existed who possessed 
ampler means for promoting the happiness of 
mankind. Nothing was required but justice and 
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prudence. The nation expected these from him, 
and granted him that unlimited confidence, which 
he afterwards so cruelly abused. Posterity will 
hesitate to decide whether Napoleon be more 
culpable on account of the crimes which he has 
committed) or the good that he might have done, 
but on which he bestowed not a single thought. 

This man, who will be produced by the future 
historian, as /the enigma of the human heart, 
might have gtained the admiration of the uni- 
verse, had he devoted to the cultivation of vir- 
tue those talents which were prostituted to the 
commission of every crime ; but instead of con- 
sidering with calmnesak and moderation, how he 
might best employ his" vast resources, he rumi- ' 
nated on projects beyond the power of man to 
execute ; forgetting what innumerable victims 
must be sacrificed in the vain attempt. Conti- 
nually tormented by spleen and melancholy, the 
least contradiction irritated him. The Very idea 
that there existed a 'nation sufficiently greats and 
generous to despise his proposals, and resist his 
fatal influence, lacerated his bosom, and poisoned 
the happiest moments of his glory. 

In the hope of conquering that invincible 
enemy, he vainly endeavoured to grasp the extre- 
mities of Europe. Scarcely did he think that he 
had secured him on one side, than he escaped on 
the. other. Infuriated at the disappointment of 
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his chimerical plans, he aspired at universal des- 
potism, for no other reason, than .because a nation 
isolated from the continent, and profiting by its 
happy situation, had refused to submit to his in- 
tolerable yoke. 

In the hope of realizing his fatal sj^tems he 
overstepped the natural boundaries of France, He 
allotted to her a chimerical arid romantic destiny, 
and terrified himself with the groundless appre- 
hension, that Russia might place herself on the 
ancient throne of Constantine, and command the 
two seas by which Europe is surrounded. He 
then assumed the prophet, predicting distant dis- 
asters to his country, and sacrificed the present 
generation to the uncertain happiness of posterity. 

Deceived by the splendour of his former ex- 
ploits, he disdained the counsel of his wisest mi- 
nisters. The talents requisite for the highest 
offices of state consisted in a blind submission to 
his absurd pretensions ; and to become the most 
abject sl^ve was the readiest way to honour and 
emolument. ' Despot over his people and his ar- 
mies, arid a slave to his ow^n ungovernable pas- 
sions, he carried his ambitious views to the extre-i 
mities of the globe, and aspired to the empire of 
the world. Misled by his rash and hasty temper, 
he adopted a false line of politics, and converted 
in the north, as he had done before in the southi 
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tbe most useful and powerful of his allies, into a 
dangerous enemy. 

Infatuated by an excess of prosperity, he &ncied 
that the neighbouring powers beheld him with 
envy ; and, judging of others by himself, he ima* 
gined that Russia must look with secret jealousy 
on the union between the most ancient and the 
most modem empires* Full of this idea, he pur^ 
sued his plans of devastation ; and desiring, as 
he said, that his dynasty might soon beciNae the 
most ancient in Europe, he endeavoured to sanc« 
fion his usurpation by dedironing eVery legiti- 
mate prince in order to bestow their crowns on 
his brothers, who, too effeminale to second him in 
his tyranny, or rival him in his exploits, only 
shone like pale satellites around an ill-boding 
star. 

The treaty of Tilsit appeared but a truce to 
those who knew Napoleon's character. Every 
one who compared the con^antly-growing power 
of the two great empires, predicted an approach- 
ing rupture, and foresaw, in their systematic plans 
of aggrandisement, the future destruction of the 
gigantic edifice wluch both were erecting* The 
distance which had formerly separated them, had 
likewise separated their interests; but. the con- 
quests of France, having rendered her a neigh- 
bour of Russia, every thing presaged that a ter*^ 
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riWe struggle mnst^ ere long, ensue between 
those rival powers, the shock of which would 
convulse the world. 

For more than two years, Russia and France 
had maintained a warlike attitude ; but at length 
Napoleon having reinforced the garrison of Dant- 
«ic, consisting of a strong body of troops, and 
completed the cavalry, the artillery-train, and the 
military equipages, forbore no longer to over- 
whelm Russia with reproaches. Forgetful that^ 
since the Treaty of Tilsit, he had not only in* 
vaded Holland, and the Hanse-towns, but like« 
wise the dnchy of Oldenburg, which belonged to 
the sister of Alexander, he imputed to the latter 
as a crime, that he had renewed a commercial in- 
tercourse with England. 

Nothing of a hostile nature had yet transpired, 
except the famous s^natus consulte"^^ which or- 
ganized the empire into cohortes^ hans^ and arriert 
bansi[. Thus France was on the point of being 
engaged in the most bloody contest which it had 
ever sustained, and one half of Europe was march- 
ing against the other, while Napoleon had not 
deigned to afford the least intimation of it to the 
senate ; nor had that body ventured to demand 

^'^^■■^— ■' ■'■ M i-iiai I fi.,. m ii II. HI I I 11 I ■^■l|iil>l»i !■■ 

* Sitting of the Senate, 10th March, 1812. 
t Three classes into which the men were divided, from 25 to 
6o years of age^ for the defence of the frontiers and the coasts. 
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frmn him any reason for. a urar, in wbicb France 
was about to exfaaugrt ber treasures and ber 
blood. 

Public opinion was yet undecided witb regard 
to the motive and the object of all these arma* 
ments. When the climate of Russia was consi- 
dered, a quarrel with her offered so few advan* 
tages, and so many chances of mortification and 
defeat, that it could not be credited that we were 
about to provoke an attack, where we had every 
thing to lose and nothing to gain. Some believed 
that the. three great empires had formed a coali* 
tion to dismember Turkey, and to strike a deadly 
blow at th^ establishments which the English had 
formed in Asia, But they who knew how enr 
raged Napoleon had been when the senate of 
Petersburg refused to give him the sister of 
Alexander as his wife, did not doubt that all our 
preparations would be directed against the north* 
The mission of Colonel Czernichew, and espe-. 
cially his precipitate departure, after the bribery 
which he had employed to discover the secrets of 
state, evidently proved that a contention Mould 
soon arise between these two powerful rivals. 
• From that moment, France made inimense pre* 
parations. Numerous legions hastened from the 
banks of the Tagus to those of the Oder ; and the 
same soldiers who lately had Encamped on the 
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iertile plains of Lomfoardy, saw themselvea trans- 
ported, in less than three months, to the barren 
saads of Poland. 

Under these circumstances all eyes were turned 
towards Prussia, anxious to discover which party 
she would espouse. Her fortresses, and her 
whole territory, were occupied by our armies; 
.nevertheless, an alliance with us appeared so 
opposite to her true policy, and so prejudicial to 
her interests, that, in spite of the constraint and 
;the subjugation in which we held her, she loiig 
hesitated to declare herself* At last; to the sur- 
prise of all the world, we learned that she had 
decided in our favour*: but they who knew in 
what manner Napoleon contracted all his alli- 
ances, observed that Prussia did not declare for 
us till Berlin was pressed on all sides, and the 
duke of Reggio (Oudinot) was on the point of 
entering it as a conqueror. The King of Prussia 
•was shortly after compelled to abandon his ca- 
pital, and leave the command of it to the French 
generals.. 

> At this time appeared another treaty of alliance 
J[)etweea Francis and Austria, by which it was 
-stipulated, that each (^ the two contracting powers 
should furnish the other with an auxiliary corps 
♦» « III 1 . ■ »i . " ii.. .11 ■ . ■ II ■ 11 II . ■ . ■- .I, I fc II .11 I ■I ■ 

r * Treaty of AUiaiiee (24 Feb. 1812), between His Majesty the 
^iEmperpr luid Kii^» and His Majesty the King of Prima. 
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ef tUrty thousand men, in case of attack* fSTapo* 
leon, pretending that he was threatened by Russia, 
claimed and obtained the promised succour, 
which WM put under the command of the prince 
of Schwartzenberg*. Thus Napoleon tyrannised 
OTer kings, as Robespierre tyramiised over the 
people. No one could remain neutral undet 
either. The love of peace was regarded as trea* 
mn ; and moderation considered as a crime. 

If the world was surprised at beholding the 
Austrians and Russians accept our alliance, ft 
was not less astonished at learnhig that Sweden 
bad rejected our friendship. That na!tion, the 
only one on the continent interested in the success 
of our expedition against Russia, was so tndignant 
at our invasion of Pomeronia, and the injury done 
to the commerce of Stralsund, that she refused 
the only opportunity of avenging the misfortunes 
of Charles XIL ; preferring to retK>unce the pro- 
Tinces of which she had been despoiled, ratheiv 
than eonlract an alliance with us, of which the 
perfidy of our chief offered no guarantee- 

The roads of Germany were oovendd with in- 
ttuma^aMtt troc^s, who,, observiag the inost ad- 
mirable dtse^line in their inavoh, bent their 
cCowse towards the Oder. 

The King of Westphalia (Jerome Buonaparte), 
M the head of ^is guards and of two divisions, 
had already crossed that river, ars weU as the 
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Bavarians and Saxons. Th^ first corps was at 
Stettin, the third marched ii\ that direction; 
and the fourth, having arrived at Glogau, re- 
placed the Weslphalians, who proceeded towards 
Warsaw, 

The composition of our army was curious and 
imposing. Were I to enumerate the different 
troops,, it would remind my reader of the descrip* 
tion of Homer, when he speaks of the various 
nations who marched to the conquest of Troy. 
In the month of April the grand aimy consisted 
of eight corps of infantry, each of them contain^ 
iiig at least three divisions (the first had five 
divisions), and one body of cavalry. To these 
were joined the imperial guards, composed cf 
about fifty thousand men ; and three great carps 
of cavalry under the name of the reserve. Thfe 
total of our forces, exclusive of the Austrians, may 
have amounted to four hundred thousand in&n* 
try, and sixty thousand cavalry. Nearly twelvfc 
hundred {neces of cannon, distributed amongst 
^e diffei^nt coips, constituted our artillery. 

The PHn«eof Eckmuhl (Davoust) had kmg 
tHmunanded the five divisions, which constituted 
the first corps of ^ army. The second Was in- 
trusted to the Duke of Iteggio (Oudinot). The 
third, to the Duke of felchingen (Ney)* Thfe 
ioufth, ioiown by die nam^ of the Jhmj^ cfIt€U^^ 
and whkh contained the royal guards, was com- 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 yrnnM^i 

manded by the Prince Viceroy (Eugene Beaubar- 
Bois). Prince Poniatowski at the head of his 
Poles, fonned the fifth corps. The Bavarians, in- 
corporated into the sixth, were under the orders 
of Count Gouvion St. Cyr. The Saxpnswere 
counted as the seTcnth corps, commanded by 
General Regnier. The Westphalians, marching 
.under the orders of ^^eir king (Jerome Buona* 
«parte), took rank in the army as the eighth corps. 
.Only a. skeleton of the ninth was formed, but it 
was destined for the Duke of Belluno (Victor) ; 
.and, lastly, the tenth corps, commanded by 
marshal the Duke of Tarentum, was <^omposed of 
Prussians under General Grawert, and the division 
of General Grandjean, and included no French 
but Generals Richard and Bachelu, and the troops 
.of artillery. 

The Russian army opposed to us, was divided 
.into two corps, under the denomination of first 
and second Army of the West; the one com- 
manded by General. Barclay de Tolly, and the 
other by Prince Bagration. The number of divi- 
sions amounted to forty-seven, amongst which 
^eight consisted of cavalry. The Emperor Alex- 
.ander, who, on the. 26th of April, arrived at 
Wilna with all his stafi^, had been long prepared 
to repel our attacks. But those who ftad studied 
.our system of war, straoiuously advised that mon- 
arch not to hazard a battle, being well assured 
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ih%t Nqpfoleon's amhitiop woiild le^ him iojl;^ 
savage countries, which, during the rigour of 
,wip.ter, v^^d hecopie Ae grave of his arjpoiies. 

Although Prussia had decXared for us, pru- 
dence i:equi;^d that w^ should mistrust an alli- 
ance exacted by force. The Frenc^h garrisons in 
^e dijSTer^t fortified places, guarded them with 
tfl^e utmost care, particularly Glogaji^, where th? 
fourth corps was assembled. Its vicinity to Bres- 
lau, w^h^r the King of Prussia had retired with 
Uie reminder of his troops, naturally awakened 
pijur ;feai^t and induced the governor to take 
every pi;^^caution against a coup d^ main^ which 
jjoiig^ht, have proved fatal to the enterprises of 
^l^ce. 

The fourth coiys, which s^rrived from Italy, 
^^nder ^e denomipa^tipn of the Army o/Observa- 
«<ion, seemed, from its Jitle, to be destined alter- 
^tely p} advance in front of the grand army, and 
^o oh^f ve its flanks, and lastly, to rejoin it when 
^ipreat j^ve^ts required its assistance. Having 
had the honour to belong to this corps, I shall 
ja^pre pattic^lflrly describe its exploits during 
^ii3 ^emorable campaign. Its opemtions, when 
j6|e|iiu:atQd from the ^nd army, were more in- 
.^r98ti||ig than those of the other corps, and it 
|>art|cjipated in all the grand affairs, which signa- 
.lu;ed Qur^pfM^h to ]M[qscow. The calamities of 
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our disastrous retreat were equally shared by fh^ 
whole army. 

The Viceroy (Eugene Beauhamois), before he 
was appointed to the fourth corp*;, which had in 
the interim been under the orders of the Duke 
of Abrantes (Junot), was called to Paris, where 
bis frequent conferences with the Emperor led 
to the belief that he was destined to higher func- 
tions than those which attached to the command 
of one corps of the army. The rumour had long 
been spread that Napoleon, desirous of terminat- 
ing in person the Spanish war, had announced 
in council that he intended to confide the govern- 
ment of the empire to a young prince, if circum- 
stances should oblige him to absent himself from 
the capital. But these brilliant hopes, which 
since the repudiation of his mother seemed to 
have no foundation, were soon desti'oyed. The 
\lceroy, having received his instructions seven 
or.eight days after his arrival in Paris, took the 
road to Poland, and arrived at Glogau on the tZth 
of May. 

While he remained at C51ogau^ he reviewed the 
troops which had been placed under his orders^ 
and was particularly pleased with the fine appear- 
ance of the fifteenth division, consisting^ solely of 
Italians, and amounting to thirteen thousand 
men. The soldiers who composed it w^i^e so ex- 
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tellently disciplined, thatGeneml Pino, though first 
captain of the royal guards, deemed it aa honour 
to hold an equal rank among* tbem. 

The fourth corps was to assemble at Plock 4 
The Bavarian army wad there already ; and the 
Prince Viceroy arrived in this town by way of 
Posen, a few days before his army* He employ- 
ed this time in reconnoitring the banks of the 
Narew, and in uniting the lines of defence formed 
by this river, with those of the lakes which ex*^ 
te^d from Angerburgh to Joannisburgb. Hi« 
highness particularly examined the fortress - oif 
Modlin, whither the King of Westphalk had 
also proceeded . The dispositions which followed 
the 'Conference bistween these princes appeared to 
indicate that the banks of the Bug and of the 
Narew would be the theatre of ;war. But a few 
days afterwards, all eyes were.directed towwds 
the Emperor, who had ajhived at Thorn. The 
Viceroy went to pay his redpdcta Id him, and. on 
hfs return made the necessary prepatatibns to effeqt 
a movement on the 4th of June. 

On that day our corps marched for Soldaii, 
which it reached on the 6th. The troops were 
allowed a halt of two days, which were employed 
in constructing ovens for the use of the army. 
We then mai*cheid^ to Villemberg,^^ where we like- 
wise remained two days; and. three, days.i^r- 
wardswe arrived at Rastembourg) a ntot little 
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ig>mxk sumounded by lakes. It affcurded a valu- 
ftble;8upfdy of 4H?o¥won8 to tiiia army, being the 
largest and mpst populous towi we had passed 
through since, our departure froni Glogau. From 
Riaistembourg we oaarched to Lotzen, and afiter- 
>^rds to Olet^ko, ihe la$t town in East-Prussia. 
Two leagues further on we entered Poland, and 
SQ^n perceived the striking difference between 
tbeae two countries. In the one, the houses are 
clean and well built; in the o^er, they are 
tiiriy and of a dumsy construction* The inJbar 
ji^tants of the farsoer are civil and hospiteble; 
tbose of the latter consisted chiefly of fil&y and 
jdisgusting Jews. Many of tile pet^ seigneurs 
<wereetoo indigent to maintain the proper spleu^ 
doiurjof itheirxank; but the higher (Mxlers of the 
nobility are. ibrave, siagmfioent, and generoua. 
Unsullied honour ^smd aident pajbriotifim will ever 
tfiDBstitnte them true heroes* The peasantry are 
&fw inoiumber, and this defect ip the population, 
{^oi»edito^theb«|Mnn.es6of tlie soil, accounts for 
the uncultivated state of the country. The sandy 
^plains of P^lltnd, y^kntedtonly m\^ bad rye, aeem 
tdoomei) to lasting sterility. 

We amved at Kalwajy, a iconsiderable toum 
^Ued with ^ws. At MarieiqKd we £rand a aimi- 
4ar populationf. Ti«^ of ibebolding the numbers, 
-and the disgusting appe^uranee of these people, 
twe^used'to say 4liat Poland !was but tanether 
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Jiidleftr lA ikfiridi: ft Pbloneie wmt nrely to be 

Ihiruigtiiis mareh. Napoleon left Thorn, aiid 
tisifed the fortresB of Dantzic, which his tiiiisrt 
£(»- dcminion made him regard as one of the moBit 
important in htt empire. Thence be went ta 
Oatnrode, and passed rapidly througli the towns 
of Leipstadtand Krentsbourg, in thecneighbdui'- 
hood ^Heihbei^, Eylan, and Friedland^ whicfi 
head been the dieolare of his greatest militasy exi 
ploits. On his arrival at Koningsberg, he niade 
every preparation for his great enterprise. He 
reviewed numerous divisions, visited the fortress 
of Pillau, and ajTew days afterwards, marching 
with the cen&e of his arttiy, tr^ersed the Fr^gel 
as far as Gumbinnen. 

Napoleon hoped to intimidatte Russia by hii 
preparations^ and to compel hei^ to submMl to hi^ 
^ctates, while he disregarded every thing whicft 
could possibly lead to a firiendly understanding 
with Russia, Or to the mainteilance of peace. 
Russia, with an excess of moderation, seMmii fo 
be m^t with in great powers, consented that 
fVance should retain a gan^fsc^n in Danfzic ; but 
she Mtfutfed, and li^hju^ke, the evacuation of 
^i^iisidia;^ tluyt a country u^ioccupied> by tile troops 
of either poweir iriightbe left between these two 
great empires. These wise and moderate con- 
ditions were ctiled.by Napoleop^ arpogantand 
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miiogsthtr eriraordtTmrff detnaivcts'^ f and on tlie- 
formal refusal of Russia to listen to the embassy 
df Count Lauriston^ without these preliminaries. 
Napoleon was absolutely enraged, and exclaimed 
in the tone of phrensy which the slightest con.- 
tradiction always excited, *' Tlis vcmquished us^ 
^^ sume the tone of^onqmrors. Afataiity invohes 
^^ them; let their destinies be ful/Hled.^' Leiaving 
Gumbinnen that very instant,, he went to Wil- 
kowiski, 22d of June, 1812, and issued the foU 
lowing proclamati^^n in his geiieral orders, 

SoLniERS, 

*' The second Polish war is b^un^ The first 
" terminated at Friedland and at Tilsit. At 
♦* Ty^it, Ru$^ia vowed an eternal alliance with 
♦* France, and war with England. , She now 
" bti^aks her vows, and refuses ta give any ex-~ 
*' planation pf her strange conduct^ until the 
^^ French eagles hate repassed the Rhine and left 
." our allies at her mercy* 

** Russia is hurried away by a fatality ! Her 
*' destinies will be ^fulfilled. Does she think us 
" degenerated? Are we no more the soldiers 
^* who fought at Austerlitz ? She places us be^ 
** tween dishonour and wiar. Our choice cannot 

♦ Second Bulletin of the Grand Anny. 
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f* be dii^^nk./ Let-up :theiim$prGli forward. I^et 
^Sus ct(^ the ]N[iQmftVb .i^ud cany the war iato 
*Mier cpujitry. . Th?^ aecond Polish .war will b^ 
'\as g)0ripu8,for the JPrenph ariQs bs the fir^t has 
^^ beep : but the peace we shall conclude, will 
^/ cany i^jth,itits,own gvarantee, and will termi- 
[^ nate tiie fatal influence which Russia, for fifty 
" years j>ast^ has exercised in Europe," 

This prpdamation, remarkable for its exc^ssi;i^e 
boasting and. for the mania by which Napoleon 
was poss^sed, of giving the form of an oracle tp 
every thing that he said, reached us at Kalwa^« 
T^^gh it was but a monotonous repetition, of the 
sagie ideas so often expressed, it excited the ar^ 
dour of our soldiers, always ready to listen, to any 
thing flatl^rnig to their courage. Elated with the 
idea of treading on Russian ground, they proudly 
contemplated the commencement of the second 
Polish war, and were ea^er to leave behind them 
a rivet* at. which they had closed their victorious 
career at the termination of the first war. The 
word Niemen in|lan)ed their imagination. They 
burned. to pass it: and this desire was the more 
natural, as, independent of the spirit of conquest, , 
the miserable state of Poland every day aug- 
mented our i^fferings and privations. To silence 
our <^ojnplfunts, the. territory of Russia was always 
held out to us as the promised land. 
The Ru^sjpn army opposed to ours, was com-» 
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posed of six divisidW. The fi*st, ^#eiity thdti^ 
tend strong, and ^oiMhatided by the Ptince of 
Wittgensrtein, occiipied RoSsienft and Keidaiioui. 
The second corps, consistfaig likewise of twen^ 
iboiisand meti, under the orders of tienentl J^a- 
g^wont, guarded Kotmb. The third, consisting 
of tiretoty-foiif ifaou^kiid men, iindei' Cenetat 
Schomoaloff, wsw posted at New-Troki. The 
fbnrth corps, commanded by Genend Ttttchkoff, 
iras katioiled between New-Troki acnd Lid«. 
These fotlr divisions, together #ith the guards, 
formed what the Russians called the First Arm^ 
of the We^. The ^eottd army cothprised the 
fifth c6rps, diifiounting to forty thousand then, 
^(ndtbeiiixth corps, cdled that of Doctorow, con^ 
sisting of e^hteen thousand men. This second 
amry, domtnanded by Prince Bsigration, was en- 
tamped at Grodno, Li<$a, and throughout Wol-^ 
hynia. General Mslrkoff oigsinited in this pro* 
tinbe the nitith and fifteenth diviinons, which 
were to form the seventh corps. Being after- 
wards recalled to the army of the centre, he left 
the coinmand of Wolhynia to General Torinason, 
who collected a new corps destined to act against 
the duchy of Warsaw, 

Such was the position of the Russians beyond 
the Niemen, when the King of Naples (Mwat), 
who commanded our cavalry, estftbli^ed his 
head-quarters vrithin two le^ues on this sadei of 
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the riir«<(a3a iw»). H€ had with him tbe twa 
X»fpb of caTttfary^ eomnaiided hf Generals Na&^ 
9bnty saxi MoQtbrfoi, . eaeb composed of three 
diNitiSons; The first corps took post at &e opeiH 
iag of the great for^t of Ptlwiricy. The aecond 
corps aad the guards mardi^d in the rear« The 
IbixA^ fbftrtb, aiid sixth corps, advanced by the Ma» 
lienpfiil, raid marched at a day's distance from each 
otiker. Tlie King of W^lphalia, with the fifths 
4eyen;iii^ aiid eighth e<^rpiiy directed his march to 
Gfodao, wp the Na«w, imd &eing Ihfe «rmy of 
P)ruiee Bi^r^tiofi. 

The pohtbons under the orders of Genaral £bl^ 
miv^ the same day at the Niemen. Napoleon^ 
disguised as a private Polish soldier, and in com* 
pafty with the General of the engineers Haxo^ 
tea :mited the line of the Niemen, and irons 
the he^hts which command Kowno, discovered 
the wmt advantageous point. About eight 
o'clock «t night, the anhy was put in motion. 
Three light companies 6f the division of Morand 
^fest division of the first corps) passed Hie Ni&* 
mftikn and protected the construction of three 
bridges, which were thrown across thfe river; 
irhore five years before, the two emperors had 
s#orii eternal friendship. 

At diybieak, Ihat is to say, about one o'cloeh 
in the merping^ we were dose to Kowno. Ge^ 
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neral Fajol^ halving pmhed forwafrd th^ advanceflt 
goard, occupied the town with one hattailion, 
and droTe before him the enemy's cavalry, whtdt 
retired as we advanced. On the t24th and 2dth, 
the army continued to cross^ the river at the three 
bridges, which had been completed in ohe night.? 
In the meantime, Napoleon, having arrived aX 
Kowno, caused another bridge to > be thrown^ 
acros&tbe Wilia, near that town : while the King 
of Naptefe'(Murat) marched towards Zismori, aittl 
the Marshals, Prince of Eckmuhl (Davoust) and 
Duke of Elchingen (Ney), went the one toRonm^ 
chichki, and the other to Kormelov, The follow- 
iflgday {27th June) our light cavalry was within 
t^ leagues of Wilna. 

The day after, about two o'clock in the morn^ 
iiig, the King of Naples continued his marcii, 
supported by the division of cavalry of Gei^rafl 
Bruyeres, and by the, first corps. The Russiani^ 
fell ba<ek: on all sides ^behind the Wilia, after 
burning the bridge and their magazines. A de. 
putation, consisting of tlie principal ittfaidbhante of 
Wilna, now delivered to Napoleon the keys of the 
townr. He entered it about noon, and proscecdodf 
immedi«itely to the advanced posts of teenerial 
Bruyeres, to ascertain the direction in which the 
frnemy liad retreated. They were pfwrsrfeillonilie 
Jef*of the Wilia^ whfenOcteye de#Bgwi-r^c»ptajw 
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of fanssai^, was wounded and taken prisoner in a 
charge of cavalry. This distingnished officer was 
the first, in this campaign, who fell into the hands 
of the Rnssi^is. 

The point which Napoleon had chosen to ^asi 
the Niemen was tery advantageous, Kowno being 
commanded by a high mountain on our side^ 
which completely overhung the town* But if this 
position had been even less fovourableto us, it was 
not the intuition of the Russians to oppose our 
first efibrfs. It is said that the Emperor Aiex«* 
ander had made every preparation to dispute ithe 
passage of the Niemen ; but that at the moment 
at which the attack was to have commenced. Ge- 
neral Barclay de Tolly, throwing himself at the 
feet of his master, entreated him not to combat a 
f6iinidabl<9 army which nothing couM resist; 
adding, tlmt Napoleon should be suffered to pass 
Hke a torrent, keeping their forces unbroken in 
reserve, to be employed against him when famine 
and the inclemency of the season had thinned his 
ranks. I will not vouch for the authenticity of 
this anecdote : but it will not be thought impro« 
bable when it is recollected that the Emperor 
Alexander, after having remained six weeks at 
Wilna, inspecting his armies and reconnoitring 
the principal points which were capable of de- 
fence, suddenly abandoned this line without 
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fightibg, aad ordered the retreat acroes th^ 
Dwioa and the Dnieper. 

On our arrival at Wilna we read the proclama* 
tion which the Emperor of Russia had issued when 
he learned that the French troops had passed the 
Niemen. It paints so truly the magnanimity and 
the equity of Al^sander, that, on ccHnpariag it 
with the proclamation of Napoleon published at 
Wilkowiski, and breathing a spirit of unbounded 
arrogance and ii\f ilustice, the reader may obtain a 
perfect knowledge of the characters of these two 
conquerors, on whaan the eyes of the world were 
then fixed. It was thus worded :— 

" Wiina, the 25th of June, 1812. 

" We had long observed, on the part of the 
^' &nperor of the Frendi, the most hostile pro^ 
** ceedings toward!^ Russia ; but we had always 
'' hoped to avert them by conciliatory aqd pa- 
" fcific measures. At length, experiencing a 
'^ continued renewal of direct and evident agr 
''gressicm, notwithstandii^ our earnest desire to 
" maintain b*a»quiHity, we were compelled to 
^^ ccmiplete and to aMen)di>le our armies. But even 
'' th^, we flaittered oursdtves that a reconciha- 
'' tion might be produced while we remained on 
*' the frontiers of our empire, and without vio- 
'< lattoig one priQciple of peace^ were prepared 
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^> only to act in our own dtfeooe. All t)iese con«^ 
^\ €J^a$oiry and pacific meaauresxKmld i^otpreaeinre 
^^ the ti*anquillity which Wie de$ired. The Em* 
^^ peror of the French, by Buddealy attacking our 
** arany at Kowno, ha& been the first to declare 
*^ war. As pothing^, therefore, could inspire him 
^^ with those friendly sentiments which poss^sed 
^' our bosoms, we h^ve no choice but to c^ipose 
*' our forces to those of th^ ei^my, invoking the 
^' aid of Ihe Almighty, the jwitnef^^ ^nd the de» 
i^ fender of the Iruth. jit is unn«pQW»ary for me to 
** rec^ to the minds ol'the geperals, ^e officers, 
f ^ jor the soldiers, their duly and their bravery. 
^* The blood of the ^alian^ $e||LTonians flows i^ 
^< fliebr veins. Warriors ! you defend yo^r ref 
•* ligion^ your ipoiniitry, aidd yo^r liberty ! I aw 
^* iwith y)Ou* €fod is against the aggressc^r* 

While the wl^ole of oi^r army was concentrajtod 
neair Wilna, the second CUissiqn ciorpf9, m^ Q^ 
pex^l BagaWo^it, eflect^ itl retreat ^K^of» th? 
Awina. jPrukce Wittgeps^ip likawipe wm^ nr 
ikreathig to W^kiw^^r, pkioe ti^e. D^e of mggip 
(Oudinot), by mar^ehing ^ iJWiPf^ and Chatoi4, 
iml forced hm to ^bando^ jS9mPgit!>a« Qiithe 
^IMkth they mcrt near JMvellioyo. A!imvt^fsmm>9f4p 
.coalmenqed, hut Prince Wit|geii«i|eiii imifg 
dtitonificom his i^oi^tio]^, aad pursued ky S^ 
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tfoops as far as the Dwitia, passed the bridge 
thrown over this river with so much precipitation, 
that he had not time to bum it. . 

The Russians being repulsed bej otid the rivei*, 
the fifth, seventh, and eighth corps, under the 
orders of Prince Poniatowski and the King of 
Westphalia (Jerome Buonaparte), took possession 
of Grodno* The dilatoriness with which this 
last general executed his manoeuvres, permitted 
the second army of the west, under Prince 
Bragration, to intrench itself in a strong posi- 
tion, and resist all their attacks. By a happy 
employment of his numerous corps of cossacks, 
commanded by tKe Hetman Platoif, he would, no 
doubt, have long defended the provinces confided 
to him, if, after the evsicuation of Wilna, he bad 
not been orderdd to join General Barclay de 
Tolly. Prince Eckmuhl (Davoust) Mas instantly 
detached from our centre, to occupy the road to 
MiniA:, to prevent their junction, and direct the 
operations of the King of Westphalia, with whom 
the Emperor was much displeased. But Jerome, 
unwilling to submit to an order so humiliating to 
his vanity, threw up his command, and obtained 
leave ta return to his kingdom. 

On the 29th of June, the fourth corps, which 
had hitbterto remained in observation behind th^ 
Niemen, came in sight of this long-desired river. 
On Arriving at Pilony, the place appdnted for 
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ijW'pa^age/ tf ^ found 4he Viceroy, the Duke of 
Abrantes (Junot), and all th^ staff, who, not^ 
'^ilhstandlng the rainy weather, were busy in 
^dtistriictrng ^ btidge. The artillery of the royal 
guards was posted on an eminence commanding 
4he opposite shore. This was a wise but use* 
less precauttoti; for, on reconnoitring beyond 
ihe 'Niemen, w-e' learned that every thing was per- 
feeOy tiUnqtiil on that side. 

We ndW distdissed all apprehension' with re* 
gaird^ to the success of our passage; Ibran'iddeU 
^de^4:8stfi!pibf ''the Vicerby, sent with k message to 
NopolecM, bad infdrmed bs that our troops, aftet* 
baiiiifg pass^tbe defties^om KoKvho to Rouni^ 
eliidiki Wittioiut oppiMition^ were arrived at Zi»- 
mofi:;^ that e^en the positions betwifen> Bcniilcon* 
tutti and' Wllna bad beela: but slighlly defishded 
by- the Ruorians; and' that having, moreover, 
oMistructed no redaobts on the heights, within 
^oi^^g^ies of this town, the Bmperor had entered 
4t oii the '*'2^b instant/ preceded by the Polish 
Uhla^' of^ the 8th regiment, comiEQanded by 
PriiKe Ai^ivll. The report of this <ofl^er men- 
'tibned'tkatthe suburbs biid suffered a little from 
the r«|iacity of our soldiers, but order having 
b<seii'4Speedilf r^tarblisfaed, every thing returned 
-to Hts^ tnUMid course; He likewise added, that 
^^^iitspifM'^ town affi>rded ample supf:. 
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plies for tbe army, and w0» fwomfAAy dUfpo^ 
towatdB ithe yieit¥9 of Napoleon. 

Our short st^y at Pilony, dwn^ w|^ ^ 
cain beat tempestuously, :i¥as majrked by sugIi 
^xtraoisdiQary disaster^, ^i^t any man, ^thout 
hmkg superstttious, wwild have rregar^ed them ap 
the presagtB of our future ndffqrtWPies. Ij^ ^p 
wretched TilSage, ^e yioerpy liwmelf li^d 119 
house to shelter him ; we w«re bteapedlipoo 09^ 
4uother under ^liuiie wretohed 4ihed»» f^r |sx{)Mflsed 
•to all the inclemencies of /the n^eathw* An ^^ 
4reme jeancity made us antieipale the (h^|m»is aT 
'ftmiiie; The ^rain £eU in tordentsi .md 0¥er- 
•«fadmedi>otiiiaenandlion)es* 31Iiefiiites(»^^, 
-but Ae badness nf the noad3 eonpktetl ithe .4^ 
.atEuetion of iiie latter. Tbfy mere seen idrqiysnir 
by -hundreds in the enmons .of Pflouy^ The 
,noad :mm cpverod Mridi dead tiones, 'orevtnniad 
oroggoQs, and BOMtlemd bdgglfe. It ww in Ae 
momdi of July that we suieced (tixm imm ooU, 
Mdrain, andfawnsper. T^ eAe^iii fif tbe kIpiip 
^jwiere widely )Eelt« it,w^ PiMd t^i^ jl tiwiiAB9bolt 
J^ 09 <be l«vwi»c ftf >t)»s ffflenadj^vs of the gnan^ 
iijt Zmmmf and de^trogred mtu^ peiaom. Sp 
panyeidatnitieBieBKciti^ within w fai»h«i 
i^AefiHtoie, and ;e;(^7 one began :to jdiW Ihl^ 
jKran|: «f an jMlwprise, the cwimeneeinaAt af 
JirhiridifKastodiaastrons; ebnlibe^stinJM^Hisai}^ 
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on the horizon, die cloucb dispersed, our fears 
were scattered with them, and from that moment 
we thought that the fine season would last for ever. 

The following day, the thirteenth and four- 
;teenth divisions, under Gen^*als Delzons and 
Brousdier, quietiiy effected their passage ; and the 
day after (1st July) the rpyal guards, followed 
by tie dmsi<Ki of Pino, effected theirs. Thus all 
the Italian ir6ops passed the Niemen in one body^ 
in presence of their Viceroy. They expressed 
their sense of this honour by spontaneous accla- 
mations ; and the prince must, in his turn, have 
felt greid; satisfaction at beholding the soldiers 
whom he had raised, marching undismayed into 
an ienemy's country; and at a distance of six 
hundred leagues from their native soil, preserving 
the same discipline and*the same fine appearance, 
as when manoeuvring in front of bis palace. 

Scarcely had we reached the opposite shore^ 
when we seemed to breathe a new air. The 
roads indeed were dreadfully bad, the forests 
gloomy, and the villages completely deserted; 
but the imagination, inflamed by a spirit of con- 
quest, was enchanted with every thing that it saw, 
and cherished illusions which were but too socm 
destroyed. 

After a march of two hours through marshy 
ground, we arrived at the town of Kroni (1st July), 
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in which the chateau and all ^ bouBU ai^ built 
of wood. I mske this cAfiMtrvation here, because 
most of the villages in Rasna are thus con- 
sti'ucted. WheneTer I find thdm;^ff4^eni'ise I shall 
remark it. We found some brandy in Kroni,, 
which the soldiers s^ed with great ayidityv This 
place not being inhabited by aay Jews, the hou96» 
were all deserted, which ooiivii¥:«4 tts thai, the 
enemy, in order. to ruin the epuntry Ihiroiigh 
whii^h we wiere to pa^s, and deprive us of ail 
means of subsistence, had carried ^ng with 
them the inhabitants and the cattle. 

The next day (SJd July).we received orders to 
fnarch to Zismori, to regain the ^eat road which 
the Emperor had taken. Arriyed in this large 
town, we found only some dews, ^till overwhelmed 
with terror at the horrible tumult which the 
passage of oiir troops had occasioned. The first 
orders were to halt here, but on the arrival of 
the Viceroy, the staff cont^qiued their route to 
MelaQgaifii, leaving the division of Pino at Zis- 
mori, and those of Generals DeJ^ons and Brous^ 
sier in the environs of Strasounouif 

The following day (3d July) w^.pro<^ee4ed tp^ 
Bicontom, a miserable village, with a little e4<i« 
ieau built of wood on the left, and on the right, a 
church erected on an eminence. ' The Prince did 
not stop here, but took up his qujRfters -^t a eh- 
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U^u pl^pi mm *he bwiwl^ittg ciff of the crc^a- 
t09d leqdipg to New-Troki* 

Our ijorps had pJ^a^ itself with the hope, 
]^t it w^d^ptin^d for .Wilna. Sadly was it di&- 
appcuat^i}? when on thp ujpirow (July 4th) ow 
adyaiiiQ^-guajrd took » iJir^ction tQwan^s New^ 
Troki. JEvery Qgie complained of the change ip 
QUr roiit^. Th^y m^ tliat ^ fatiality qit^ucbied to 
our corps ; that, W^ssed with^ fatigue* we wipre 
suddenly and iiniieQe^sarily pi-eri^nted from en- 
lering ;^ tQwn w^ere we h^d expected to repo$e 
<Wi^9el;ves^fter pur long ^nd t^ous inarch^ Oiir 
cmnijimndem endeavoured to console n^ for thk 
4i92(ppointmeBt, by as^i^ing us that we should 
ff^ti^^y visit Witq^sk a^d Smolensko, two towns 
ifbf ch W9]a)d soon ifiiake uf forget Wilna. 

4ft^ fo»r t^ioiis honiB, during which we ha4 
;|i;^versed,giof}»ing bnt.fpr^s And jtniry foo^paths^ 
wp arf^ived near Rf^w-TTroki (July #th), situated 
jfjfk ^ f^minence, and snrronnd^ by lakes. This 
^^Ji^fol pj^w^ f^rpied » strjiking conlT#^t wi^ 
the road we had just *j(}ui^4f ^^ eveiy ope ^d-* 
jli^j^^f^ #nie situatip^y md, the charming effect 
i^b^i|f|s p)r<f^u€ed by a large convent op th^ 
fmi^k^ 9f a n^nntaj^ thatpverlopked the town* 
;Ptb9rs.9i^ s^cli \ri|:h the wild appe^fange of 
/|^p impenftrable forces, and the clfjarn^ of tfee 
iwators, ^Aach aye said never to Jfreeze. Tb^? 
wbo hafd J4qipir#d a^y taste fpr the b^a);)fji^ pf 
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nature, were never tired Of admiring this roman- 
tic spot. In the middle of the lake was an old 
ruined castle, whose darkened walls projected on 
one side over the surface of the water, and on 
the other seemed to touch the gilded horizon. 

Troki appeared at first a delightful spot, but 
the illusion ceased the moment we entered it. 
We had scarcely approached the first houses, 
when a crowd of Jews, followed by wortien, 
children, and old men with their beards reaching 
to their girdles, threw themselves at our feet, and 
implored us to deliver them from the rapacity of 
the soldiers, who plundered and destroyed everj^ 
thing which fell into their power. We could 
grant them nothing but our pity. The town iri 
which we were quartered had no magazines, and 
our soldiers, having be6n long deprived of their 
rations, subsisted now only on pillage. This 
caused the gTeatest confusion. And the fatal 
want of discipline which it produced wds the 
more pernicious, as it is an infallible sign of the 
approaching ruin of an army* 

The houses of the Rlis^ans at Troki had been 
all deprived of their furniture by the inhabitants, 
who had carried every thing away with them in 
their flight ; and the houses of the Jews, which 
were disgustingly dirty, had been pillaged by the 
soldiers. Thus an abode which we had expected 
to find so Agreeable was in the highest degree 
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\iilpleasant and uncomfortable. We had not 
even straw to sleep upon ; and the forage for the 
horses was procured from a distance of nearly 
four leagues. 

As it was probable that we should remain 
some days at Troki, the Emperor having halted 
at Wilna, the Viceroy went to him, and they had 
some long conferences together. Several officers 
also obtained leave to g6 there, and had an op- 
portunity of witnessing, the artifices to which 
Napoleon resorted to ensure his conquest. He 
excited the enthusiasm of the people by the 
most magnificent proniises, and obtained from 
them Jthe greatest sacrifices. The nobles also 
exerted themiselves to the utmost of their power 
in promoting the views of the conqueror. By 
his means they hoped to ensure the independence 
of Poland ; and to restore to their country the 
glory which she had possessed in the times of the 
Ladislas. 

The sight of the Polish standards floating on 
the walls of the ancient capital of the Dukes of 
Lithuania, excited the enthusiasm of all the 
inhabitants, and recalled the most pleasing and 
brilliant recollections to the minds of those who 
pherished the memory of the ancient glory of 
Iheir beloved country. Nothing, however, more 
forcibly reminded them of their former greatness 
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fhM to meet again oA th« bordert of the WitlKf 
fhos6 warriort wUa lf«d dfevdtecl the thne of Uttit 
«xil€ to iiaitfortalize t)(e Potitb Kane on thd 
banks of the Nile, the Tiber, the TagtMr taid the 
DaafObie. The air wtfib rent Irith joyinl atccla- 
inatidhd. Crowds eveiry where fdito^eid tbeiv 
^te^s. Ail wifthed io 6ee theiA^ to ^grave otf 
tiieif hetffts the ivm^ tft tbetr bfdi^e cotti{>atH<i«»y 
imA ai ^ldw«# iilUl th<$ ft<^le d«iire of «iart4lifi(g 
tihder th6 «aiae btofl^^s. 

NafMtleMiy hatitig given a«Hlk«K:6 to the whole 
body 6f tht viiivtettiit^i qiies^tinM the principal 
m the diffl^f^nt bfasiebeg 6{ sdkfHce which Were 
tSQght ih that ^elebtated institution^ He iftel^ 
wards feiN^^ahizM tiie citil adifliiii^^ration of the 
town, wbieh \ssd b«en eminpletely subverted by 
tb« diqfxrttire (»f the chief functionadet^ (tnd by 
tti^ tdHk of aA the b&tAss and register that be->^ 
loit^ed te the kticUitet ef the ^latit. After the 
example of France, he divided the invaded pro>> 
vinees ifib differeht dicrtHctii, faoihiBtttiftg- in- 
hpectoeii ri^eive^^ otadadiiNni« oi police, ^ind 
ftbovb allj iotifttdsttrfil to feBilikti th« payutent of 
his nuniberl^si rei^^il^ildiiiS; But he {^Hitcipaily 
eddeavotti-e^ to AtiNiufaitte the LitbcH^iatia to tnake 
levies en ^awe^ for the formatioi of new corpb. 
He offered a^tfas to all the peiisaittB who wfere in<. 
isihied to revolt agaiiilt their tumea \ «ftd Btreve» 
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m at tbe oalftiaenceiaeiil of avx retolution, to 
eseite a civil war heVwe&Bk the people aiid the 
ttobility. 

These proyeots dertainly caiiaed aomfi Muath 
«k>Q iu the city yvbssre the Emperor commanded \ 
hot, m the towns and the country, ihey produced 
nddflung^ faimirahle to his dengas. Napdleod, 
meyertheleasi eontinued to iuifite the Lithuanians 
t9 asttst him ; and^ to impose on thdn, he endea* 
voured to astonish the tidgar. Ha spoke with 
equal fluency, and at the same audience, of the 
public spectacles, ,and of religion, of war, and of 
the arts. He was seen on horseback at all hours 
ef tiie day ; and after having suqpertateiided the 
erection of some liei^ bridge or isrtification^ he! 
immediately entered Ms cabinet^ and shewed 
himself perfectly mastw of the. most eompiiciiled 
scheme of fmlities or £nanc& ; and finally, In th^ 
midst of 1h^ most graTe and serious aflhirs he 
ai^ted toi oi^enpy faiitiself with the Terie&K 
trifles. 

The oommisf«M which wa« formed for the 
gi&neral adminii^trMion of aH Litbuaida, con- 
sisted, at fimt, 6f only #te mMnbeHr: kit Napo- 
iMn added to Ih^ ii««(b)sr in pro^idrtioii M his 
psirtisMir increased. The daj^ en* which diat 
edxumission K9^ itistiluted, tl«ree p¥Ocla»«M;ioni^ 
t^tfe isstted. The first, which wai^ addressed 
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to the people, announced the installation of the 
provisional government of Lithuania, and en- 
forced the gratitude which was due to him who 
had delivered Poland from the graap of its op- 
pressoi's. The next exhorted the clergy to 
second the zeal of the nation, and to obtain, by 
their fervent prayers, the favour of Almighty 
God. The third, the object of which was to 
recall the Lithuanians who were in the service of 
Russia, contained ihe folMwing words : — 

*' POLANDERS, 

*' You are under Russian banners. It was 
" piermitted you to serve that power while you 
" had no longer a country of your own. But 
" all is now changed. Poland is newly created. 
" You must combat for ber complete re-estar 
^' blishment, and compel the Russians to ac^ 
" knowledge those rights, of which you had been 
*' despoiled by injustice and usurpation. The 
^' general confederation of Poland and Lithuania, 
" recalls every Polander from the Russian ser- 
^^ vice. Genei'als of Poland, officers and soldiers! 
" listen to the voice of your country. Abandon 
** the standards of your oppressors. Hasten and 
" range yourselves under the eagle of the Jagel- 
" Ions, the Cassinurs, and the Sobiesjkies! Your 
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** country requires it of you. Honour dnd reli- 
" gion equally command it*." 
' The committee of the government established 
at Wilna, which lent itself to the views of Napo- 
leon, merely to lighten those calamities which 
the horrors of the war had brought on the people, 
was indefatigably zealous in every thing which 
could promote the interest of the administration. 
The department of Wilna was already formed, 
and the conquered territory was divided into 
eleven -sub-districts. But that organization, 
apparently advantageous, produced no kind of 
benefit. The country was pillaged, the villages 
deserted, and all the peasants fled into the woods. 
We saw only a few miserable Jews, covered with 
n^, who from a spirit of aVarice chose rather 
to expose themselves to the insults of our soldiers, 
than abandon their infectious habitations. In 
short, to give some faint idea.of the disorder which 
prevailed in the midst of this pretended organiza^ 
tion, I shall only mention, that when the sub- 
prefect of New-Troki came from Wiliia, to take • 
possession of his government, he was stopped by 
our troops, and plundered of every thing. Even 
his own escort robbed him of his provisions and 
clothes ; and at length he' arrived on foot in a 
condition so wretched, that every one regarded as 

* See Lithuanian Couri^, July 7, 1812. 
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a tff the man tdio wb» deBtimd to be our ftimt 
administrator. 

TbM the brilU^^ hoptB witb which tbe^ Po* 
landers bad at first lattared tiiiettMielTes^ began 
td £tde^ when it was perceived, that e«ir chief 
weto aetuslted seitely by the pmevile' amfaitioil «f 
placing a new crown «» bis fated ; ahd dial 
while he was unable to» eonsolidate smy tbing, he 
tdlked ineeamatlj of coiquesring imiMiise pro- 
irinces^ and i>£ mbjeettiig to. die same laws and 
the aame seeptre,^ countries which Offered so 
widely in their cnaton» and their ehmates. filinii 
to the wsoit of di^ipline which pre^railed in hiii 
aftny, he ocotaicmed the ruin of Ihe rich, and the 
deiiff^ifi^tbe pmst; -and reduced the Lithuanians 
fo consider those as their gTectest ag^saors, who 
faiid ptoiM^sed tb beccnoDe their daliTer^ni. He 
thus eitposed ns to the hatred af the pecfile ; and 
ts^tie m the first ami the saddest victiips of fada 

While this happened sit Wilna, Wsmaw might 
hate exMbited the sublimest spectacle, if she IhmI 
not been under the baneful iniuehoe of a mail 
who trifled with tife fate of nations^ wA whoso 
f^lansy never the offspring of malum reABctioir^ 
were always frustrated when their e:!(eeutioi» 
recfaired calmness a»d prudence. The xnikappy 
P oland c rs, relying on bis fiattering promi se s, 
assembled in their capital (iuiie 2S)y and formed 
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* diet. Tfte ettaMttitte* digested ml ekr^iieW 
report, hr trlrid!r the orator stated the ititpettBht^ 
of tlie wdfk y^hich feld ht^tt inttm^d to their 
care. He reiriinded his auditcrrt, fn aft eftergetic 
iiir2fcmi€»f, thaf( Poland, ji^aeed ih the' celrtrt of 
Ebrbpe, h*(f formerly beeik a disfingttished em- 
pite, AiSltes* of at cdtrtiffy extensive and f(fertile, 
and itjually celebrated fer her vttlonr and her 
reMem^nf6 : that, for tAtinf centtfries^ ^t^ had 
ttith unWSatied cotirs^ r^pul«6d from her bof- 
d^fi% fhos^ l)arbarou^ tilbe^ who attempted iii 
tdin to ^tibftigate the civilised trdrld t that the 
Mnour of filling their ^rone had erer been an 
dbje^t df tlnitefi^l desire ; and that, if 8om6 
little dittdions kM arlden among tbemselTes^ they 
hfed only ofbscnred for a short time theit- own 
h0ii22on) without carrying the tempest abroad. 
H& ^nm^rdfed at length all tbftt thcfir beloved 
ci^htry bad snlfer«d fh»xi tfa^ ambition of 
Rti^ia, who bad outraged a t^owerftit nation by 
^qnklkit diion^fflbennenls. He dwelt particularly 
^ thd lfi»t p^4dd when Poland was annihilated 
by a triple partition, ^d Waraaw heard, amidst 
Ae shonts of a ferocious eonquen^^ the lamen- 
U^le eriai of Ae inhabitants of Praga, ^ven 
li^kholrt mercy td the s^brd and to the flames. 
Ife afa^wed that Russia, continually tnampling 
lljK>n Poland^ gradually approached nearer to 
<|ibMiiaiiy> and already aspired at her conquest; 
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and finally, he demonstrated that such a fatal 
superiority of power, must ultimately destroy the 
rights of eveiy nation, and subject the whole 
world to its empire. 

After this rapid exposition of facts, the speaker 
made a less animated, but not a less Judicious, 
enumeration of the weighty reasons which ought 
to unite Poland to France. " Europe," said he, 
*' requires some rest after twenty-five years of 
" violent agitation. Her system will remain in- 
" complete, nor will the reward of her straggly 
^^ and her blood be secure, as long as the regions 
^' of the north are permitted to vomit forth those 
" hordes, to the true character of which it be- 
** comes us to be no longer blind. They are no 
" more those whom necessity alone forced to 
" quit their savage abodes, and to seek in other 
" lands the comforts which their own inhospi- 
" table climate denied. A blind instinct once 
" served them instead of the arts which civilize 
" or defend other countries. But now the re* 
^^ finements of polished nations are united to tibe 
." barbarism of former times. The Russian has 
." learned from the European all the arts of at- 
'^ tack and defence, and he has made them the 
," instruments of desolation and destruction. He 
" is in some respects the equal of the European, 
" and he may soon become his master. In 
>' Russia, superstitious and submissive slaves 
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" unhesitatingly obey the orders of a govern- 
** ment to which every outrage . is familiar. For 
" a century past they have been busily employed 
" in undermining all those banks which have 
" restrained a torrent that threatens destruction 
" to the world. How often have they overflowed 
" them, urged either by their own ambition, or 
" invited by imprudent princes, to whom they 
*^ brought slavery instead of assistance. Russia, 
" in the course of fifty years, has twenty times 
" overwhelmed the south of Europe with her 
" arms. The empire of Constantinople is almost 
" subverted, and her crescent shorn of half its 
" splendqur/' 

Animated by his subject, he thus continued : — 
" Hencdforth the children of the Piasts and the 
" Jagellons, will be proud to bear a name which 
** was the glory of their ancestors ; a name at 
** which they grew pale, whom fraud aiid injustice 
^^ have for a short time made our masters. Let 
^' us not doubt that this country, once so rich in 
** heroes, will recover all her wonted glory. 
'^ She will produce new Sigismonds, and new 
^' Sobieskies. She will shine with more brilliant 
^^ and purer lustre ; and surrounding nations, 
" compelled to do us justice, will acknowledge 
^^ that nothing was wanting in Poland for the 
" groM'th of every virtue, but the cultivation of 
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*^ 4be«oU 1y^ the fyfi^ aafl uvfe^torcsd km^ fffh^r 

Tlif» ficUUpHiM^^e T«w^«Me (44 i^an * who, 
■from hia«^^ice^ and bU vintues, pr^^idfjd at the 
iiaserabiy, he OQ^clnded with^e.foUpRiY^ b^au. 
tifnl apostrophe ; — '^' Nf^tor of the ,{?q})^ ^a- 
^' tnots, i»^bef^ you lelt the^> yofi cftni^d ivith 
•' jv)\i tbe gods whjch had epc»je4 tbf oK^rfhrow 
" <rf youroQwHary. Tbey mtwp^ ,p» iAitcday *» 
" sepave .^toinifil »dora$iw ; and i^o ,d^lf>jft it 
♦' as!fn.at^n9le> airou»d ^hi«h the wjjpje iiiOioB, 
" ioBtnudctd by tbi^ mi^foinlimfis, mi a^wjfcfyped 
« to.y^Ianc6)^:tbe swrpriaies frooi 4fh}«bil;bey 
" have suffered, will not cease to m^ntain ft,(ep»- 
if staat.^acd; .'«kidi.tb@y,iKiU.enjrich wi|th*?ery 
•>« victueidiat bas »doffi)fd the PoUlh ^ti^EA^ter, 
^ tmd9rhMhitbey.pi«dgPthes9P9}?i9s t9t.d^^^ at 
»' Ae hazard of tfraar lives." 

Afit^ithitthacaagHetfae «i»tp»«ibnpittf4m(4ber 
^ieport tettiie diet, in ^vbkh be-ie^^i^ the 
Motifes that! had ioduoedilte .eiHniaitiee t^ libraw 
up <^e aet of oonfedsration ; dedtn-iog .tbat it 
-mm tho'vvishtofilhe nation to o&r the ,«roTm to 
tii«'Kiiig of: Saxony ; l^ho too wise i^dvirteouB 
lo object, i«K>uld condeiioend* tbey h^pfid, fek ae- 
eeptit, atfd umt« wth-J^vineProvideace io re- 



i* Vnace Czaitorjmlu, GaadMudMLtt tbeDict. 
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ifttoria|^1lie>wifiB of iitbo^mift to tkdr escutafaean, 
«id in spveading through the fertile conQtries of 
^qlb>nia, and the ^xtcaisiv^ plains of Podai^ 
<txA i^ tJkraiaie, the cheering sounds of, .(£ini^ 

fFkecomiHitteethAn produced the aot of oon^ 
-federaticm, the obief articles. ef iwljidi eoniiftted, 
•In unitiiig eveiy {iiR*t of anciept Poland, in tiie 
fotmatfon *of 4]he 'new kingdom ; in sckialling the 
Polandero Irom the Rusaiaa senrioe: and .lastly, 
in sending a^depstialkMi to tha^EmpeBoriiapolfioifc, 
soliciting him to extend his ponrerfial proteisltai 
4xHfsx il^e*cradte of Polish/ KbfiBty. 

Tfae dfiptttetioQ fiv:^s admiitefl to NapofoMi 
^duly Idtb) tie iilgkl before - kis ^^defotrtare i from 
^UloAi ; Tiitoyisubikiitted .to :him theiaet tof cmir 
&4£rationv of which ws haYe<|i|Bt spsfcen. Tbe 
nobqisMar: garye thrai eii^flisive prdnises. Perhaps 
he-was oifended that<tiii^ 'wiblit Polish nation faaid 
ilottiivcrwnitself at his feet^to ol>titii iher^ionimr 
of b^iSMikig 4 pairt of (the great empire. Tiie 
IjUberfytwhiditliey' demanded appeared} to^disqui^ 
aad'to surprise him« ^He feared that tii^ assembly 
which ixB bad conn^ksd, a»d whtch «feemed i»ow 
sO'WilltBg to seeoi|yd his ^mws^ ^q^ight>iiereafter 
prov:e lesa submissive to' his «nri<il}es. It is the- pe- 
wUar character of ^tyvsinta to besuspioiMis aireA 
when tlvBy aro^doingf^iMd ; to take umbrage tt 
the objects of their own pvoteetion ; ftnd to be 
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alarmed at the independence of others^ even if it 
has been their own work. Napoleon therefore 
made no decisive promises, but exacted, as pre- 
liminaries, enormous sacrifices, and a devotion to 
his interest, with which the Polanders could not 
comply without putting to the hazard their hopes 
of future happiness. He demanded that the proK 
vinces subjected to Russia should declare them*- 
selves against her, even before his arrival, and 
that Gallicia should form no part of the confedera- 
tion, because he had guaranteed to Austria the 
integrity of her states. 

If all these extensive projects had been con^ 
ceived by a prudent head, more anxious for the 
welfare of mankind, than the gratification of its 
own ambition, there is no doubt -that although 
gigantic they might have been realized. Napo^ 
leon had attained so high a degree of power, that 
it was not necessary for him to resort to war to 
accomplish any purpose. By a policy prudent, 
skilful, and above all (ioneiliatory^ he might have 
made more lasting, and even more extensive con- 
quests, than he had gained by force of arms; 
Posterity will perceive that he was dazzled by 
too much prosperity, and employed incalculable 
means to accomplish his own downfal, while he 
might have succeeded to the utmost of his wishes, 
without hazarding or compromising any thing. 
An enemy to whatever required patience and r^' 



Digitized by 



Google 



wiLj^A. 49 

flection, fee knew nothing but force : and Heaven 
permitted him to be crushed by that very power 
which had been his only law. 

The brave Polanders, despaiHng for their coun- 
try, considered all their plans as chimerical, when 
they perceived that Napoleon, more ambitious 
and less virtuous than Charles XII., aspired at 
the Polish crown, and only promised them his 
assistance, that he might profit by their resent- 
ment against Russia/ Thus, that forti^nate con- 
queror, restless even on the most splendid throne 
of Europe, seemed to prove by his inquietude 
that he felt himself unworthy of the exalted rank, 
to which fortune had elevated him; Instead of 
establishing his power by the exercise of justice^ 
and by that charm .which the arts and sciences 
inspire; he wished to subvert the world, and to 
renew from north to south those atrocious wars 
of the middle age, when despots could only reign 
by exciting trouble and discord, and promising 
to their own subjects the spoils of their neigh^ 
boursi. 
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WITEP8K. 

Whilst Napbleort remained at Wite^, th# 
Prince of Eckinuhl (Dayoust) was despatched t<> 
Minsk, in pursuit of Prince Bjigratiorf, who en- 
deavoured to efffect a junction with the army of 
Barclay de Tolly. By that maAcefuvre we pre- 
vented the Russian Prince from mJEtching 6n the 
Dwina, and foiTed him to proceed towards Mo- 
hilow, on the Dnieper, whither ht was ptirsued 
by the first corps, and the cavalry of General 
Grouchy. All our other corps which formed the 
centre directed their course towards Dinabourg. 
With regard to the fourth corps, the two JPreUch 
divisions, and the royal guards took the ro«d of 
of Paradomin in their march to Ochmiana ; 
whilst the Viceroy, the division of Pino, and all 
the cavalry, marched to Rudniki. 

This latter movement was rendered necessary 
inconsequence of information which we had re- 
ceived that the Hetman Platow, at the head of 
four thousand cossacks, having been separated 
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from the corps of Bagratioii, was expected on 
the road of Lida, wheH he wodld endeavour tb 
effect a jtrndtion witjti thi^ Russian army which 
had evteiiated Wflna'. At this news th^ Viceroy 
put himtelf in motion, but the road to Rudniki 
was so bad, that the cavabry of the ro}^l guiaAl 
wa» obiigied to pbreftie a di^reiif route. It is not 
possible to foftnan idea;of the* dfficulties which 
presented them^lved od that ikiad; entirely formed 
of the trunks of fir-trees placM oir the marshy 
ground. Th(g horses in passings ovet Aese pt^es 
of wobd frequently trod between thetei and fall- 
in^ in this situation, inevitably broke their leg's. 
If; to avoid these difficulties, we turned to the 
right or lef^ we were ih daiigei'of Sinkitig^ into 
morasses from which there was no po^bility of 
eseape. 

The staff, after hbtving lost sbmk horses be- 
longing to oar escort, at lai^t succeeded in extri- 
catifij^ itself from this dangemui^ passage, and 
arrived at Rudhiki' in thfe middle of thfe night. 
The folltnving morhing (Jiily 8tb) we msa*ched- 
towards Jachounoui, where we regained the great 
road. Thence we proceeded to Mat-Solechniki. 
The Prince however would not stop there, but 
pursued his route to Bol-Solechniki, where he 
ifiitended to remain during the nighl, and hoped 
to receive some tidings of the cossacks whom he 
hid orders to pursue. The following day we 
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eontinued our marchr, and arrived at a c^le not 
fiatr distant from Soubotniki. 

The Viceroy was obliged to halt here, for the 
bad roads having impeded the inarch of the thir^ 
teenth and fourteenth divisions^ as well as the 
Italian corps^ we had nothing buf the light ca- 
valry with us^ The order which had been sent 
for hastening their progress, was by some mis- 
take, returned to General Dessoles, the chief of 
our staff, so that these troops, having received no 
instructions, had retained their position, while we 
believed that they were following us. At length 
i^ome intelligent officers were sent out in all di- 
rections^ who succeeded, after a long search, itt 
extricating the division of Pino from the marshes 
0f Rudniki, and conducting the guai^ towards 
Ochmiana. The Viceroy in the meantime, after 
having searched in vain for the eossacks, returned 
and marched towards Jechounoui, where he 
joined the thirteenth and fourteenth divisions. 
On the following day (July 12), they all took the 
road towards Smorghbni, where they effected a 
junction with the rest of the troops who com- 
posed the fourth corps. 

The town of Smorghoni is large and populous^ 
yet all the houses, Mith the exception of two ort 
tliree^ are bttilt of wood. A little river with a 
bridge thrown over it divides the gastle from the* 
ti^mx.. The inhabitants consist chiefly of Jews^- 
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who carry on considerable commerce. Thougb 
the town was melancholy enough, the halt we 
made in it was delightful to the whole army ; for 
this simple reason, that it enabled us to procure a 
supply of bread and beer. 

During the day that we reposed at Smorghoni, 
we erected a bridge over the Narotsch, that we 
might proceed in a direct line to Vileika. Bttt 
the work was scarcely finished when the orders 
were changed, and the majority of the troops 
msu-ched to Zachkevitschi, where they remained 
thit night. 

(July 15th). The road from Zachkevitschi 1o 
Vileika is very sandy, and lies thi*ough a thick 
forest. A little before we anived there we crossed 
the Wilia over a floating bridge. The river at 
this place is liieither very broad nor rapid, but its 
banks are extremely steep, particularly the one 
opposite Vileika. On entering the town, Geqeral 
Colbert who commanded the advanced-guard took 
some magazines which had been abandoned ; and 
as a short time only had elapsed since the enemy 
had quitted that position, the Viceroy redoubled 
his vigilance for fear of a surprise, and selected 
with the utmost care an advantageous situation 
for his troops to encamp. 

Whilst we marched towards Vileika, the King 
of Naples (Murat), assisted by the second and 
third corps, drove the first western army from 
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one position jto another h^huptd jt^e Pwjiufi, aud at 
Jast forced them /to retire in,l;o th^ i^trewcfeed 
canap of Prisma; On our right, Prince Eckmuhl 
(Davoust) continued the pursuit of Pr^ce Sa- 
nation, and arrived ivithout ^ghting as &r a^ 
^orisow, on Hhe Berezina. On our left the 
]V)[arshaI Duke of Tarehtum likewise oh<ained 
Jip^>ort90t; advantages;, and took entire possession 
of Samogitiipi, 

The conduct of the en^my im thus continually 
flying before us was accounted for in different 
ways. Some thought that it was the effect of 
weakne^, others belieyed it ifi be the result of a 
well-digested plan. "What is hecome of those 
" Russiaiis," asked the former, *' who for more 
.*' than fifty yearp hfiye b(?en the jterror of JEurop^, 
'* and the coftqu^rors of Asi^? The power of 
" Russia seems to be merely £Lcjtitious, invented 
" by hirehng writers and deceitful travellers. It 
" e;&is^ only in imagination, and the phantom 
V vanishes the moment we attack it.*' They 
howi^ver, whom experience had taught to wait 
^he result of time, affirmed that it was unwise to 
despise an efiemy whom we had not yet com- 
ji^atted ; that his flight was calculated to diminish 
our force, and to deprive us of the qieans of re- 
cruiting it, by drawing us further froni our re- 
purees. " The Russians,'' added these intel- 
ligent re^souers, ** derive their most powerful 
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*^ mccajff^ JlvQm ihek c\iu^9ip. Why sbovid they 
^^ ^eek to Jfigtit us when they knaiv that l;he win- 
^^ ter will cQiQpel us to ah^iidon ^1 pur con- 
'' quests ?'* 

At last the Russians themselves explaijaed the 
motives of their retreat, by the following pro- 
cilamatipn distributed on the borders of the 
Dwina : — 

'^ ^RfOfCM SOLDIBJIS ! 

** You lire farced to n^trch to ^ new war. You 
^ 9f:e told that it i$ because the Russi^s do not 
" render juatice to yoyr valoiir. No, conir^es^ 
" th^ itwiy a^pjureci^te it. Xpu yrii^ swe it on 
" the^ay.of bj^ttle. .Cqnsj^er, that if it be ne- 
*' qea^ftsy, army ;W,ill ^uccjeed V> annyi and that 
" XPU fitp fftvr hupdred le^^^pues ^rom your re- 
" SQUFG^s. Dp npt ^ow yourselves to be de- 
" (ceiyed ,by our l^rst mo.vemeAte. Yqu know the 
" Russians too well to suppose that they fly before 
" yo,u. I9 proper tipie they will accept the com- 
" b^t, apid you will find ,it difficult to retreat* 
^^ We §^vi^e ypu as fellow-soldiers to return in a 
" body to yovtr ;iative countiy. 1)9 not believe 
" ^e jpei^dipp^ ^^ggl^stion that you are fighting 
" for vpe^ce. You ghed your blood to gratify the 
" insatiable ambition of a sovereign who does not 
" jyish for peace. He ^ight have obtained it 
'^ long ago ; but he sports Ti^ith the lives of hi^ 
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♦' brave subjects. Retarn to your homes, or if 
" you wish it, seek an asylum in Russia ; there 
** you will forget the names of conscription, levies, 
" hans^ and arriere-hans, and that military ty- 
♦* ranny which does not allow you for one minute 
" to shake off the oppressive yoke/* 

This proclamation contained such palpable 
truths that its publication astonished every one. 
Some indeed regarded it as a forgery, and thought 
that it was written to prepare the way for that 
despicable answer of a French grenadier^ which 
would certainly have become a subject of plea- 
santry to the aimy, and of contempt to fo- 
reigners, if we had not long known that an im- 
plicit obedience to his chief is the first duty of a 
soldier: and that every Frenchman, faithful to 
his banners, esteemed it a point of honour stre- 
nuously to combat all those whom his com- 
manders should represent as the enemies of his 
country. 

Continuing our march we arrived at Kostene- 
vitschi, a miserable little village where, except* 
ing the post-house and vicarage, there were only 
a few wretched bams covered with thatch. The 
royal guard encamped round the village, but the 
Viceroy established his head^quarters two leagues 
further on. 

The following day (July 17th), after a march 
pf five leagues over a tolerably good ro?td, we 
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reached ifae town of Dolghinow, the inhabitants 
of which consisted almost entirely of Jews, a 
circumstattce by which we were enabled to pro^ 
cure a few bottles of brandy. Our incessant 
marches, and the long period during which we 
had been deprived of that liquor, induce me to 
mention a circumstance apparently so insignifi^ 
cant; but from the importance which we then 
attached to it, the reader may judge of the ex* 
tent of our wailts, and the difficulty of supply-* 
ing them. 

We proceeded thence to Dokzice, a distance of 
about seven Icjagues. That town, the ihhabitants 
of which were likewise Jews, contained a hand% 
«ome square, near which stood a church, and a 
wretched chateau built of wood. The extremi* 
ties of the town are situated on two eminences, 
between which runs a little marshy rivulet. On 
the day that we halted here we suddenly per* 
ceived a thick smoke rising behind the chateau 
in which the Prince was quartered. Theflameil 
soon spread on every side, and consumed in an 
instant several neighbouring houses; but the 
soldiers rendering the most timely and efficacious 
assistance, the fire was quickly subdued, and all 
our apprehensions vanished. 

Near Smorghoni we had left the road to Minsk 
and the Dnieper, and had turned to the left, to ap* 
proach the Dwina, and to follow the movements 
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ikT the cmire of tte grsaud ia*ii^rY which j^ad fek^ 
&a4 direction. General SebaerijiJEyai who com- 
nua^ded thie a4f anced-guard, iasaisted by the .corpse 
of the Duke of Reg^ (Oudkiot), repulsed the 
cossackd as far as Dr»uia ; but the enemy, which 
was »hut up in the iatrenohed camp at Drissa, 
havii^ beeii ififormed .that .our cavalry was badJy 
guarded, thr^w a bridge .piver the riyer, and de- 
tached fi?e thousand i|ifwtry ^od ;as Qiavy cayaliy> 
con|qeia»ded by Gi^neral Kpuhxiew. An engage- 
ment soon commenced, and General S^^injtgenie^ 
being ta&en bysurpritiawad madeprisonejr, while 
the rest of the brigade did not escape without^oojor 
nderable loss. 

A» Wie approached Beresdna, where we ior 
tended to encamp that iiight, the road, gradually 
descending, brought us unawares ,to the rivYer^af 
the same name, which runs through one of itbe 
moi^ marshy plains ia Eurupe. We were con* 
irinced of this when we arrived at >he sto.wn, the 
houses of which extended in a tonj^ line over au 
absolute morass. Beyond Berezina the ro^d i^ 
continued over a kind of tflrf, on which w:ere 
placed a quantity of fir branches to give :sQme 
firmness to a mere bog. A few i fttervals .i^;€a:e 
left for the waters to drain pff. 

From the Berezina, as fer as the. Quja, the 
country was wet and marshy . The r oad frpiiji . one 
river to the other forms a line of twen^ty qr twenty- 
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Ave leagij^s, passing continually throtigh marshes 
and immense forests. Glouboko^ was our first 
station, and Kamen the second. The first of 
these towns is remarkable for a beautiful castle 
of wood ; and the latter^ for a kind of mountain 
in the very centre of the place, which overlooks 
the plain. 

At Botscheikovo we approached the borders of 
the Oula (July 23d). This river is united to 
the Berezina by the canal of Lepel, which gives 
facility to the commerce of all the neighbouring 
provinces. This canal is yet more important, as 
it forms a communication between the Dnieper 
and the Dwina ; and thus uniting the Baltic and 
the Mediterranean, it enlivens the interior of 
Lithuania, and enriches her with the productions 
of the most distant climes, while it facilitates 
the exportation of the produce of her owii 
^il. The banks of this river are very high 
and steep. On the left side beyond the bridge 
appears a magnificent chateau^ which we thought 
the most beautiful that we had since our arrival 
in Poland. 

We could not however restrain our astonish- 
ment at the rapidity with which we were allowed 
to proceed in our march without opposition. The 
Russians conducted themselves towards us as the 
Parthians had done with respect to the Romans. 
Unable to contend against the conquerors of the 
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world, they allured us into the very heart of their 
country, burning and destroying ev^ry thing that 
could be useful to us, that they might deliver us 
up at length to the horrors of famine, and to all 
the severity of their rigorous climate. Thu^ we 
jidvanced daily without any impediment, and with 
almost as much security as when we traversed 
Bavaria and Saxony. The tranquillity in which 
our adversaries permitted us to continue, M^as iir- 
comprehensible, and every one formed the most 
opposite, and frequently the most erroneous, con- 
jectures. At Kamen, however, we learned from 
several officers who had been sent to Ouchat^h, 
where the Emperor was, that the enemy, having 
quitted th^ir trenches at Drissa, had ascended the 
Dwina towards Polotsk and Witepsk, through 
fear of being cut off by our corps, which had 
taken a direction towards the latter town. The 
orders which they brought us, made us likewise 
believe that we should soon meet with consider^ 
able resistance. These conjectures were presently 
phanged into certainty, when, on reconnoitring 
the mouth of the Oula and the road to Bezenko* 
yitschi, we discovered that the coi^sacks hovered 
on our flanks, The Viceroy immediately ordere4 
the advanced-guard and the light cavalry, to pro* 
ceed to B&enkovitschi, where the Russians were 
assembled in mr^h force? under General Oster» 
^ann (July 23d), ; , , 
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^he prince soon afterwards mounted his horse, 
-accompanied by his aide-de-camps, and followed 
the movements of the advanced-gxiard. When h6 
arrived at B^zenkovitschi, th6 enemy retreated, 
and crossed the Dwina wrth his cavalry and some 
pieces of artillery. While we were in that town, 
the Russian sharp-shooters, who were concealed in 
the houses of the village on the opposite side of the 
river, kept up an incessant fire upbn us; Colonel 
la Croix, who was passing down the principal 
street leading to the river, received a shot which 
broke his thigh. Thia accident produced a pain- 
ful sensation through the whole army. Every 
one pitied this worthy officer, and lamented that 
we were deprived of his valuable services, by a 
fatality which frequently takes from the most 
deserving all power to distinguish themselves. 
After having rcfconnoitred the position of the 
enemy, the Viceroy returned for the night to the 
castle of Botscheikovo. In the evening he had a 
long conference with General Dessoles, the chief 
of his staff, which made us presume that we shoald 
march in the night ; but the order was notgivei^ 
till the foUomng morning* 

(July 24). After five houiJs" march, an,d cross^ 
ing a. small river called Svetscha, our ^troops arJ' 
idved at Bezenkovitschi. This little town waar 
qdready filled with troops, particularly with ihtf 
two divisions of .cavalry under Generals? Bray^ 
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eves and Saint Germain, who had come by the 
way of Oula. This great mass of troops march- 
ing towards Witepsk temfied not the enemy^ who 
was separated from us by the Dwina. His cavalry 
proudiy manceuvred, and fired on our soldiers 
when tb^y approached to seize the ferry-boat 
whiehr ha4 been carried to the oppotttteritore- 

. The) Viceroy howeVear having redolVed to cross 
tlwr Ihi^na^ at tins poiM, caused a battery of two 
|nt9ce8 of cfuhkion to be erected^ to- protect the sap« 
pet^ who bad been ordered to* conrtmct a bridged, 
andthe marines of the royaV guard, who, plung- 
ing in the watei^, attempted to feach the boM. 
These gons^ and a fiew sharpMs^oters placed on 
the shore, soon indmidated the Russiftus so 
much, that they quitted the houses in which 
they had eoncealed themselves, and allowed ns 
qdietly to take bade the boat, and to complete the 
bi%Igie.i' 

in^tbeiiBeantime a dfvision of Bavarian cavairy, 
under General Preyssing, having discovered a 
§oiti about two boB^ed paces'below thfe bridge, 
effisQted their passage. Scarcely had they crossed 
the river, when they ranged themselves in drder 
of battle^ supported by some ciHnpanies of li^ 
troops which bad been sent over in the boat. In 
^m instant they advanced to charge the enemy, who 
fled at their approach, setting fire to every thing 
wtncb be was conqpelied to leave b^indv We 
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paiticularly adfnired ott that obcasiott, fbe nhamiefcr 
in which the Bavarians advanoed. The preeisinHi 
of ife^ip «irolution€i, and the sfciH TTith whiefa they 
dis^pesed their outposts, may b^ quoted ^ models 
for those who have to ^^ee^ute dimilair moftcsu^ 
Vf es. 

While we Wiere contemfplatmg' these opcilratiMs, 
it was reported that the Emperor was appfoachii%. 
The cooiief who had brought .the aeifs wm 
qiiickly followed by another who confirmed . ilL 
So6ik iifterw^trds arriv^ the saddle-fa^rsTes, . ftte 
offices ^ ) ordnance, ami. the generate ^ the 
^u^^ ; in short the town, ahreKdy full of «roop8» 
prresently became absolulety crowded. In Iht 
midst of this tumult Nsqpoleon appeared. He 
proceeded immediately to that part of the rii«r 
at which Aey were erectiag. the bridge, in a^dvy 
and sarctistk manner be. blamed its consfructioa^ 
but having determined to prc^Cead to tfaeothet 
side, he crossed the bridge, and moumtisi^: his 
horse^ joined the BaTari^» who bad halted on 
the plain. Then marching with them, .he iA^ 
▼atnced nearly two lieaguea from B^zi^nktiifitaohi. 
Napoleon, doubtless, executed thai tMrnoeUvrri 
with the view of attr^^ting tl^ enemy'si attetMion 
to this point, that he might find less opposition 
when he attacked Witepsk on the opposite bank« 
He likewise hoped to annoy the Russian army in 
its retreat, which was now ascending the Dwina, 
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after having abandoned the intrenched camp at 
Drissa. 

It it impossibles to imagine the confusion which 
reigned in Bezenkovitschi, and which increased 
on the arrival of the staff. In the night the tumult 
became still more dreadfuL The crowd of troopd , 
which flowed in from all patts, and the quickness 
with which they were ordered to proceed, left no 
doubt that we were on the! ete of a battle. The 
cavalry, commanded by the King of Naples 
(Murat), formed the van-guard, and thedfvision 
of Delzons followed immediately to support them. 

(July 25th). .Orders were given to march to 
Ostrowno ; and the staff was on the point of set^ 
ting out, when we heard a str6ng cannonade. 
At this moment an aide^e-camp of General Del* 
zons arrived in great haste to inform the Viceroy 
(Eugene Beauharnois) that the enemy had been 
overtaken near Osti*owno, and that a vigorous 
engagement had just commenced. The aide-de- 
camp had scarcely finished his report, when the. 
noise of the cannon w^s redoubled. His high* 
ness immediately commanded the baggage of th^ 
head-quarters to halt : and, accompanied only by 
his staff, hastened to Ostrowno, where h^ joined 
the King of Naples, who had iHth him the diru 
sions of cavalry of Bruy^res, and Saint^Germain; 
supported by the thirteenth division of infantiy; 
When they arrived at Soritza^ the affair had 
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already been successfully decided. Twenty pieces 
of cannon which had fallen into our power, and 
the vast numbers of dead that were left on the 
field of battle, proved both the resistance of the 
conquered, and the valour of the seventh and 
eighth hussars, who had on that occasion covered 
theoQiselves with glory. 

. It was three o'clock in the morning (July 26th) 
when the Viceroy arrived at Ostrowno, with the 
King of Naples. The fourth corps was encamped 
near him, and the cavalry, placed in front, 
watched the manoeuvres of the enemy. At six 
o'clock his Majesty and the Prince, accompanied 
by their respective staffs, marqhed towards the 
out-posts, and passing over the ground where the 
engagement had taken place the night before, 
they heard that Ostermann's corps, consisting of 
two divisions, was drawn up in order of battle. 
The prince immediately ordered the thirteenth 
and fourteenth divisions to support the cavalry 
commanded by the King of Naples. The hussars, 
who were sent out to reconnoitre, having met 
with much opposition at the entrance of a forest,, 
returned with the intelligence that the enemy 
seemed determined to dispute our passage. We 
heard on all sides the fire of the sharp-shooters ; 
and the cannon of the Russians, placed on the 
itoad, enfiladed the columns which had advanced. 
General Banthouwd ordered our artillery to be 
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broughrt forward without deray, and it wais in tfaife^ 
Exchange of ballsy that Captaih. Fe^ari, of this 
eig^htb faussarsi, fortndrly aide^e^amp to tiie 
Prince of Neufehatel, had His kg: shot off. Mean^ 
while^ the king of N<apl!es^ hsestemng wherever 
his presence covM be la^eful,. ordeped an. aM&ck. 
to be made from our left, to dispense the enemy'si 
cavalry which occupied' the. extl^emity of awodd. 
But, notwithstanding this* manoBuyre was* weffl** 
planned, it- had not Ite desii-ed effect. The de- 
tachment of hussars intrusted with the eJDecutioiif 
of it was too weak^ a«id was soon compelled^ 
though without loss, to retreat beforfe the:nume6 
ous squadrons wliiefa r ushed.on . io the charge.. 

While we were thus manosuvring cm our leftf 
the Russians attempted toforoe our rigtut!. The. 
Viceroy perceiving it, caused thfe^^ thirteenths divi-^ 
sion to proceed towards that point ; who advancing 
rapidly on the road, stopped the progress of 
the enemy ; while tlie artillery of our regiitfents,, 
being advautageoui^ly placed on some eiatuneneesv 
made nn feel certain tba4; our line could not b« 
forced. 

Our right was scarc6ly secure, when* a sudd^n^ 
attack was made, and dreadful cries were heardy 
both ott the left and in the centre. The enero»yt 
advancing in great force, had vigorously piiBhod: 
back our sharp-shooters placed in the fore^, aadi 
compelled the artillery to retire precipitately c> 



Digitized by 



Google 



WITEdPSK. 67 

while the Russian cavalry, profiting by a little 
plain on our left, fimously charged the Croats, 
and the 84th regiment. Happily, however, the 
King of Naples came up in time to check their 
progreai. Two battalions of the 106th^ which 
had been ke^ in reserve,, supported the Croats ; 
while General Banthouaitl, in whom were united 
liie most iMriiliaiit taleats and undaunted bravery^ 
seconded by Colonel Demay and Captain Bonar-* 
delle, reanimated the courage of the artillery, and 
by skilful evolu^ns replaced then^ in the position 
which they had quitted but for a moment. 

The aflfeiirs of the left and of the centre .beiAg 
re-iesttabtished, the K^ing of j>faples and Prince 
Eugene procee^Jed to the right wing, and put it 
in motion. The enqmy, lying in ambuscade be- 
foirc a forest, opposed a vigawus resistance to the 
93d icegimi)nt, wji^ic^h^ notwithsta^nding its being 
placed '9n, an advantageous eminence, remained 
inactive. The Viceroy instantly despatched the 
adjutant-commandant Forestier to urge ith^ffi for- 
ward. With ;Some difficulty, he succeeded in 
pakiug^them advance : but their march appearing 
top slow/toithe Impetuous valour .qf the Dake of 
Abrantes ^not), that intrepid general, who ia 
other aampaigns liad acted as commander-in-chief, 
ha€[tily t|uitted the Viceroy, and put himself at 
the.jhiead of this regiment, on which every eye 
wa3 flLOWiUQw fix€id» His presence, or rather his 
, f2 
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example, electrified every heart ; and the brave 
d2d, led on by General Roussel, rushed instantly 
to the charge, overthrew every thing that opposed 
it, and penetrated at last into the forest, the en-^ 
trance to which was most obstinately defended. 

On looking to the extremity of our right, we 
perceived a Russian column, which had been sent 
to turn our flanks, commencing its retreat* The 
King of Naples ordered the cavalry to charge upon 
that column, and to compel it to lay down its 
arms. The difficulties of the ground made the 
soldiers hesitate for a moment; but the Ring, 
perceiving at a glance that the«execution must be 
as prompt as the thought itself, set spurs to his 
horse, and eagerly exclaimed, " Let the bravest 
^'follow me.'' This trait of heroism filled us 
with admiration. All pressed forward to second 
him ; but deep ravines and impenetrable thickets, 
impeded our progress, and gave the enemy time 
to escape, and to rejoin thte corps from which 
they had been detached. 

The success of the combat was certain ; but 
we dared not venture to cross the extensive forest 
before us, on the other side of which were the 
hills of Witepsk, where we knew the whole Rus- 
sian forces were encamped. While we were de- 
liberating on the means of effecting that im- 
portant passage, we heaixi a great tumult behind 
us. No one could guess the cause, and uneasi-^ 
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ness was added to our curiosity ; but wheai we 
ipeifceived N^apoleon surrounded by a brilliaiit 
suite, our fears were dissipated; and the enthu- 
siasm which his presestee always excited, made 
us hope that he would add to the glory of that 
eventful day. The King of -Naples and the 
Prince hastened to meet iiim, and informed him 
of the eivent of the engagement, and the mea- 
sures which they had since adopted. But Napo- 
leon, desirous to become more intimately ac- 
quainted with erery circumstance, quickly pro- 
ceeded to the imost adTonced posts of our line, 
mid ascending an eminence, attentively viewed 
the position of the enemy, and the nature of the 
•ground. His e)^e p^ietrated into the Russian 
camp. He guessed their plans, and immediately 
ordered new dispositions, which being c^cecuted 
"with precision and rapidity, Ihe army was soon 
in the middle of the forest. We followed at n 
quick pace, and reached the hills of Witep^ as 
the day began to close. 

The thirteenth division, which assisted in this 
manoeuvre, experienced much resistance from the 
enemy in cirossiug the woods. The Russians 
retired slowly, and disputed every step; while 
their numerous sharp-sho6ters made us pay dearly 
for the ground which we had gained. It was in 
one of these unfortunate rencontres, that a Rus- 
sian dragoon of the enemy, coming up to Ge- 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 wiTxmt. 

nerai Routts^l, fiwA ut him with k f>iii«dl, laiMf 
^kill^d him on the spot. As 4te Rxissians ^Idcmr 
-place dragoons kmong their «i]»p-«hooter9) »it 
occasioned the report tlrat Oeneral Roiissei 4iad 
*den murdered by onfe'of biir own ment; *bot we 
were afterwards asfenired tha^ vre haA mot io »re- 
qproaich ourselves with tibe . death of that brave 
-general, ivho w€w truly worihy of »oiir regret^ 
.both'on account of his military qudities^ and iam 
-private virtues. 

^. Brdifesier's divtsioii (the /fbortediith) followed 
,the great road, apd arrived ^rgr jate at the posi- 
ftion wbitfh had 'been appointed^br it between 4be 
rb&d and the D#iiia. Tb^ lifte^n&> di<vit«ion» arid 
rthe Italian: guatd, forming the rest of the >kN 
|knt]fy of the fourth cioips, wiBpe left in'reserre a 
Qitfle behind the foiirteenth. » • 

r The engagen^ent being ;Qohcluded, Napoleon 
'established his -headKiudrtera in the tillage of 
^Koukoviatsehi. The King^of tNi^les and Brinee 
Eugene were encamped, in an uiieoti^ottable 
little chaUUu -n^ar fthe ^ilU^ge of Dobrijika, sur- 
rt)unded by the corps under their command. 

On the fdllowijag morning, at the dawn of day 
5(Jttly 27th), our tro<|^ps marched towards >Witepsk. 
The Russians, retiring on that town, fired «dnle 
t^nnon, which did us? little 'injury. They nfter- 
wards occupied a large .plain near the town, 
commanding th? pnlj^ roads by whiclj w^ could 
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iqppKach. We could easily ebeenre (he ^lineB ^ 
<be eoemy from the hiUonninoh i^icwereplMed^ 
*aiid partieulsfly his ^numerous canr&lry, arranged 
<iti' order of baMe lat the^exlveiiNty of the plain. 
^' The dimfiiiati of Brom^ier, ooiistituda»g ithe. 
^raticed^giiiwd, crossed' the rivulet which sep». 
rated Qs irom the pfami, and drew xip on ^m 
lierght 'dp|K>site the eminence occupied by the 
iRussians. The isixteen^fti regiment of chasseurs, 
hffvk^ descended the bill, was vigorously charged 
^by several squadrons, of the cossack-^guard, and 
(ivmild have exjperienced a total defeat, if it had 
^M»t)been disengaged from the enemy by the light 
Jraops !6(f the ninth regiment cominanded \j^ Caf)^ 
tains Gmyard and Savetry. .These soldiers at* 
tracted, on this occasion, the attention of the 
whole army^ which, encamped on the surround- 
ing heigfhtB as on an an^itheaitre, witnesaied 
4be]r ^exploits, >aiid rend^ed them the applause 
thatffirasujustly due to Jliieir valour. Napoleon, 
who had observed the action, sent immediately 
*i inquire) to what <xnps they belonged. <* To 
^* the 9di Toginieiit,'' it was replied, ^' and three- 
f^ fourths of them ai^ Ramians/' '^ Tell them,'* 
added the £mpeixir, '' Ibat they ar^ l^ve fd^ 
." lows, and that they.aU deserve the dtoss/' 
'. The sixteenth chasseurs, rfeithing upon the 
fourteenth division, were protected by the 53d 
regiment, commanded by Coio^el Grosbon. That 
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division forming % sq^uare, pre8(99ted to the wemy 
an impenetrable froat, and all their repeated an^ 
furious attempts to break it proyed ineffectuaL 
This slight reverse threw a little confusion into 
our ranks ; but Napoleon being at hand, it could 
not continue. Placed on an emiuence, whence 
he could see all the manoeuvres, be calmly made 
every disposition which he thought was necessary 
to secure the victory. He ordered a regiment of 
cavalry to retire, and open the passage of the 
bridge to the thirteenth division. This retrograde 
movement spread terror amongst our train, which 
was composed of workmen, sutlers, and victuai- 
lers, a class of people who are easily alarmed^ 
and who, always afraid of losing their booty, are 
rather prejudicial than useful to an army. 

The thirteenth division filed to the right as it 
advanced. The Viceroy marched at its head, and 
conducted it behind the fourteenth, to an emi'- 
nence overlooking the plain on which the enemy 
was encamped. 

These heights not being guarded, we pro^ 
ceeded without difficulty, and took our position on 
the summit opposite the Russian camp, separated 
from it by the river Loutchesa alone, but whose 
abrupt and steep banks formed a ravine so deep, 
that it was impossible to come to a general action. 
We feigned, however, to commence the engage* 
ment by detaching some light troops, who suc« 
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ceeded in pMsing over the iwrinie, aad catobliahed 
Uiemselves in a little wood. But not being sujk 
fiorted, they proceeded no farther, and returned 
to their corps as soon as the fire of the batteries 
had ceased^ and the divisions were no longer 
under arms. 

This suspension, wltien the armies wae in sight 
of each other, excited universal astcmisfament ; 
and every one inquired, ^' Where is the Emperor? 
^' What are his intentions ?*' 
^ During these discussions we were joined by 
the first corps, and the imperial guard. Some 
bought that Napoleon waited for the junction of 
all his forces before he began a serious attadc { 
others affirmed that Marshad Ney, and the cavalry 
of General Montbrun, advancing from the other 
side of the Bwina, would turn the position at Wi- 
tepsk, and thus cut off the retreat of the Russians^ 
But this manoeuvre was doubtless impracticable^ 
smce it was not executed. 

On that night the troops bivouacked on the 
places where they had taken their positions, and 
the soldiers of the different corps, mingling to- 
gether, related to each other the share which 
their respective divisions had borne in the honour 
of the day. From these accounts it appeared, 
that the combat, though glorious, had not been 
bloody. Amongst the small number who were 
killed was the ingenious Colonel Liedot, a man 
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trulls vfmHiyff^ Hm corps to wfaidi be- helMugei^ 
^urmg tbe><eKp64lttiaii to ^gy^U he di^iugaiAed 
ImiiMlf by iMH courage; aini in* the cMiBtiuctioii 
«f TOme fortifications m Itehr^ he firwed that th^ 
iQilitory art rs no obataok to ttie<l6velbjpm]iitiit of 
tlie most profound conceptions, 
ii^lie boidness with niiieli liheRiifisisiAii^rdlAiiied 
their* f^ffikions, axiddie juHction of a gf eat part 
erf iMir tjDops atthe^ame poipt, induced «S'*to 
believe that a general aetion <w4uld take place on 
Hbe feUowingday^ < What was therefore our asto- 
MHhmentidiien iwep^oeiv«d at the da^nof duty 
(dui^38thi)'tfiat. the 'enemy had ^ected his re^ 
tntsJit . (hit M'hole army went immediately m 
pdisuct, tBxcopt the imperial guard which wsas 
estftblniied.. at .'Witepfik, where the Emperor 
seemed inclined to #emain. Thi# town was nearly 
deaerted^ a &w Jews, and sone of the l<»wef 
eIas8e8;of B^tetyv^l<)ne remained. Some co^sacks 
were seen on the other side of die road, who were 
immedia^elj^ pursued by General JLefebre, com- 
macKiH^g the Hght oaKralry of the guard. 
. (Witepsk is ,the capital of the gbvernment : of 
that, name^ and is. situated on a plaia between * 
ao«ie vising ground ^nd the ahores of the Dwina. 
It contained twenty thousand inhabitants^ and 
presented, from the beauty of its situation, a 
most delightfiil »pect. Poland and Lithuania 
i|ad, during more than two months, and thccoigh 
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a igpacfe of more «b«a ihi^e htiiidred ♦eftguM, ofr 
liwfed ^otMrig to ^our tie^v but deserted t^Is^esi^ 
^i^rid a i-stvaged cowrrti^y. Oestruction seemed to 
precede am t*ttps, aad in »et«ry ^i»^tio» 4hc 
-whole pcrpu!»^ion wds^e^tt^flymgat oiir upproacfa, 
-and l^iVing th^ir habitations to hordes ^ cosb- 
Mcks, ^itho destroyed eveiy thing* »>rtif<?h they 
'cotiid lWt^cari*y away.' WBViWg lon^ espetie^ed 
the most painful depiit«tioiisi we regarded- WiKh 
envions eyes those iii'dli-hiiMt and elegant ^H^stes 
-where peac^« land iabnndance seemed to'd well. But 
that repose wbieh we had so eagerly anticipated 
was again denied tps, and we were <?om^lled to 
renew onr pursuit df the Russians, leaving on oi^r 
-Wft this to^n, ithe UJhject of our moet ardent 
wishes, ami ourdeartst hopes, . . 

As ^we followed the movement of the ad^mnced- 
guard, we werejartoniBhed atiperceivingthe per- 
iiettt order with whkh<i!ount Barclay de Tolly 
■had»evacuated his position. We wandered in all 
^directimis ov*r an immense plain without per- 
ceiving theifeiTitefirt:> trace of his ^retreat. Not one • 
'carriage, snot a' single dead horse, not even ar so- 
tlitary vehide, indicated the road that >the enemy 
had taken. While: we remained in i this uncer- 
i^nty, "^hich perhaps'was withoiit^a parallel^ Co- 
IlofneLKli^, scouring t die neighbouring eounfiy 
io^esdearoar to find some < peasant, discovei'ed a 
?fiu8Bia»i soldier sleeping under a bush. 71»s 
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jreaconlFe wu extremely fortunate, aad the Vice- 
roy, profiting by it, questioned the pridon^» 
who gave ub some information as to the route that 
the column to which he belonged had taken. 

Thp Prince, doubting the accuracy of the in- 
telligence, ^vanced to reconnoitre, but not hav- 
ing met with any tiling worthy of attention, we 
returned at full «peed towards the high road 
which leads from Witepsk to the source of the 
Dwina. The whole road* was covered with ca- 
valry. The King of Naples soon joined the Vice- 
roy, and after some consultation they ordered 
(their f eape/Qtive corps -to jwoeeed. The heat was 
13xcessive, and the clouds of dust raised by the 
horses rendered our march insupportably fa- 
tiguing. We were soon obliged to stop, and halted 
at a qhurch buHt of wood, where the King of 
N^les ajid the Prince had a long conference, 

The cavalry had been ordered tb continue Iheir 
march, and we soon heard that th^ had over- 
taken the Russian army. The rest of the troops 
immediately followed, and speedily Came in sight 
of and overtook the enemy. The Cossacks, who 
formed the rear-guard, retreated on the advance 
of our artillery, and only halted to fire a fe# 
cannon-shot, whenever they found a favout^ble 
opportunity. They continued manceuvritig till 
they were beyond Aghaponovchtohina, where oUr 
corps and the cavalry w;ere encamped. Near this 
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Tillage, on an eminence towacds the Ifeft, was aJ 
wretched; c&aleai^l>uilt of wood, where the Em«* 
peror (who, being informed that we had over-* 
taken the Russians, immediately left Witepak to; 
join us) established his quarters. 

Never did a bivouac present a more military 
appearance than ours at Ag^haponovchtchina. 
Napoleon, the King of Naples, and the Prince^ 
were in one tent. The generals, placed in mi- 
serable huts* which their soldiers had hastily con- 
structed, were encamped with, their officers by 
the side of a rivulet, the miry water of which waa 
preserved with the greatest care. During tl^ 
tibree days that we had been on the field.of battle,, 
water and roots had constituted bur only nourish^ 
ment. But victory inspired us with spirits and 
mttk strength^, and rendered us insensible to every 
privation. , Our divisions were encamped cln ^e 
eminences which surrounded the ekatMu, and 
the enemy could see our numerous fires, the brtl-- 
Kant light of which dissipated the obscurity of 
the night. 

Early on the following morning (July 29th) we 
again proceeded in search of the Russians ; but 
the Emperor returned to Witepsk, where he pro- 
posed to remain a sufficient time to execute his 
plans relative to Lithuania. When the King' of 
Naples arrived at the separation of the roads of 
Janowitschi and Sourai, he left us, taking with 
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ksia die who\6 h^mj Myalty, and the fourteelltlf 
diTifiion^ The Viceroy c<miimied his marck 
kiwardB the DT^tna» followed by the thirteentfar 
add fil^e^hth divisions, the royal guard/ and the 
brigade of light cavalry commaaded by General 
Villaaa. 

We vrtare on the point of entering Soiurai wb&ii 
we ivere informed by some chasseurs that aa 
^enemy's ocmvoy feebly escorted was eadeav^nr-.^ 
ing to pass the river to arrive at tbeJro^d to? 
Weliki-luki. The Viceroy immediate. ordered 
his aide-de-camp Deseve to follow the chasMuwK^^ 
aiid seize ^n the convoy. This order was follrjfj 
e^Leented : for, after two hours, the aid^de-caBOfir 
returned with the inteUigenoe that the eontojr 
li^asoitrs. 

The town of Sourai, althoiigh entiirelty buiilt o| 
wood, was the .best that we had. seea. Ms.|K^iin 
kikion, eonstisting: cihiefly of Jews, tias ^^Qmid^-^ 
able, and tl^eir industnry proewed us many cofvk 
forts of which we s^iood in the gr^ateDt n^. Tk^ 
magazines were tolerably filled, which wdS'.a<truly. 
foirtunate circumstance^ as ev^ry thing seamed 
to indioate that we should make some stay iatbi» 
little town. 

Sourai, without being a military positicm^ was^ 
a very important place. It is situated at the 
junction of the Casplia with the Dwina, and at 
the point where the high roads to PetersUurgh 
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»idnVlm«hr^ideL TJiese form two iHit-dd^ 
piikt^ Irhieti ^(leiifectly command the foikI t^ Wi^ 
tepski Ihiring: odr ilMy bem several gf^ographieal 
«n|fTiiirdrs '^rrivtd, and es^ccuted a^ome plads-of 
tbe rivttf^ KBd tlLe sttirtoilEMihkgcoiiiitryv 

Tixe)tbkt£«[iltli division^ which had £oUo3¥^ v^ 
vacr encAtiiyttd about a league bcrUilA Soumtr; n 
pott of.tbe ikfertntby and the foQt*rguiird^.»fW€i 
4|iiaiet6red iik.ithe tawn/ The.hoiBe-^iiard^ <MHiik^ 
winded by G^h^ml Triaire; ffroc$t^edl .to tljfe 
other side of the Dwina, and sent off a Mrottg 
^klifechm^t ^n the rpud to We}iki4uki^ Dlirh]^ 
t}mtin^i:;bf the: adjutant of !t^.]^lft$e, JBoulw^ 
ibifcKit^dred. that th^' rqad^ a^ ^r m Ouftviat^ ioro^ 
41 f^QiitiHtied d^ld^ aer^s^ tb^ wof>d^» lurtbeimr 
mediate Ticinii(y of tiiat siuall town tte eoanUr]^ 
vm totfdly different) aii^ the priyvi£^iens%yhiC]h the 
di^agiMOAS brought from thair ex|^dition pr^ve4 
that, this neighbourhood 4>ffisred abundant ttr 
toul^ces fpr ttie cantonment of the tropps. ; ^ 

On Qtir arrii^l at Sourai, the Vic^oy' being 
infimned that: ftnother Russjao eonvoy with a 
strong escort had taliien the road towards Velix^ 
ordered BaroQ Banco, co^lonel of the second regi«* 
m^nt of Italian cliass€urs» to take with hi^n two 
hundred choseu men, aaid proceed immediately 
in pursuit. After nine hours' march, this detach- 
ment arrived at Veliz just as the convojTwas issu- 
ing from the town, aiid ctossing the bridge over 
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the Dwina. The chasseurs instantly diarged the 
escort. Five times they were repalsed by the 
infantry, and by numerous detachments of cavalry 
much stronger than their own. But the bravery 
of the Italians triumphed at length over the pbsti* 
Date resistance of the enemy, and they succeeded 
in taking all the baggage, and compelling five 
hundred Russians to lay down their arms. This 
victory cost us some wounded men; among 
these were aix officers, one of whom died of his 
wounds. 

. While Napoleon was at Witepsk, endeavouring 
to organize Lithuania, and the centre of the army 
was inactive between the Nieper and the Dwina, 
we learned that the Prince of Eckmubl (Davoust) 
had been been attacked at Mohilow. Bagration, 
profiting by the leisure which the combat at Bo- 
risow had allowed him, crossed the Berezina at 
Bobruisk, and marched towards Novoi^Bickow. 
On the 23d July, three hundred cossacks attacked 
us at the dawn of day, and took about a hundred 
prisoners from the third chasseurs, among whom 
was the colonel*. An alarm was spread in our 
camp. The drum was beat, a«d our soldiers flew 
to arms. The Russian General Sicverse, with 
two chosen divisions, directed all the attacks. 
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Prom eight in the morning until five in the even- 
ing the firing continued on the skirts of the forest 
and on the bridge, which the Russians vi^ished to 
force. At five o'clock the Prince of Eckmuhl 
caused three choseq battalions to advance. He 
placed himself at their head, overthrew the 
Russians, forced their position^ and pursued 
them more than a league* The loss must have 
been equal on both sides, but Prince B«^ation, 
satisfied with^the reconnaisance which he had 
made, retired on Bickow, where he crossed the 
Dnieper and proceeded to Smolensko, at which 
place the two Russian armies were to form a 
junction* 

General Kamenski endeavoured to join Prince 
Bagration with two divisions, but being unable to 
eflfect a junction, he returned to Wolhynia, and 
united himself to thie cotps which General 
Tormasow then cdmmanded. Th^se troops * 
f(mniBg a considerable army, marched towvd^ 
Kolnrin^ were reinforced by the seventh corps, 
MMi surrounded the Saxon General Klengel, who 
had with him only two regiments of infantry, and 
two squadrons of cavalry. Obliged to yield to 
superior:force, he did not surrender till after an 
obstinate combat, hoping that he might be rein- 
forced by General Regnier ; but that officer, 
though he advanced as rapidly as possible, 



Digitized by 



Google 



te 



WITEPSK. 



did not not arrive till the capitulation had b^en 
signed*. 

Notwithstanding we sustained these losses on 
our right, the successes on our left wing more 
than counterbalanced them. The Duke of Ta- 
- rentum, commanding the Prussian corps, pushed 
forward several strong detachments on the road 
to Riga, and by the skilful dispositions of Gene- 
rals Grawert and Kleist, gained very signal ad- 
vantages over the Russians. A few days after- 
wards. General Ricard took Dunabourg, which 
the enemy had abandoned after having made great 
preparations for its defence. 

The enterprise most glorious to our arms was 
performed by the second corps. The Duke of 
Reggio (Oudinot) having pushed forward his 
advanced-guard towards Sebei, met Prince Witt- 
genstein, who> reinforced by the corps of Prince 
Repnin, hiriously attacked him. The engage- 
ment took place near the castle Jakoubovo. The 
division of Legrand sustained- a severe engage- 
ment till ten o'clock' at night, when by the vnkwr 
of the 26th light infantry, and the Sfith of ^tiie line, 
the Russians were repulsed with conspderable 
loss. Notwithstanding this, ihey ventured on 
tl)e morrow to attempt the passage of t^e Dwina. 

. . * nth Bulletin. 
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The 0oke of Reggio ordemi General Castex not 
to oppose them. The enemy fell into the snare, 
and on the Ist of August, advancing towards 
Drissa, drew up in order of battle facing the 
second corps. Fifteen thousand men^ forming 
hfidf of Wittgenstein's army, had crossed the river, 
when a madced battery of forty pieces of cannon 
opened upon them, and kept^up a constant and 
destructive fire for half an hour. At the same 
moment, the division of Legrand advanced to the 
attack, and the enemy beginning to fall into con« 
fusion, the division of Verdier made a furious 
and irresistible charge with fixed bayonets. The 
Russians were driven into the river« Three 
thousand men, and fourteen pieces of cannon, 
remained in our power. Pursuing their scattered 
troops on the road to Sebei, we counted two 
thousand dead, among whom was General Koul- 
niew, a very distinguished officer oi the light 
troopsw 

During his stay at Witepsk, the Emperor caused 
several houses in front of the palace * to be demo* 
lished, to form a grand parade, on which he 
might review his troops. Having assembled the 
foot-grenadiers of the guard, he ordered them to 
^ L- :-ij. 

* Tfab palace was formerly inhabited by the Duke of Wur- 
temberg, Governor of Witepsk, who here held a Teiy briUiaDt 
courts 
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'acknowledge General Friant as their colonel;— 
Never was nomination received with more univer- 

•sal rapture. The flattering hnd' gracioils ex- 
pressions with which Napoleon accompanied this 
recompenCe, were only surpassed by the shout* 
of enthusiastic joy with which the grenadiers 
unanimously hailed the' appointment. Th^y re-r 
cognized in this preferment a proof of the esteem 
in which their corps was held, since they princr- 

^ally consisted of the brave fellows who had 

•fought in Italy, in Egypt, and in Germany, under 

'the eyes of him who was now beooihe their chief. 
But though General Friant was fully sensible of 

' the honour confeited upon him, he solicited and 
obtained permission to retain the command of 
the second division, which he had formed him- 
self, and which since the opening of the campaign 
bad always constituted the advanced-guard. 

At that tinie a nimour was spr€!ad that the Em- 
peror Alexander had been assassinated at Velifci- 
luki by his courtiers, who were indignant at his 
offering to treat with us. It was asserted that 
Napoleon had exultingly announced this as a 

' positive fact at one of his audiences at Witepsk. 

'We afterwards ascertained that this false report 
had been circulated to counteract the#ffect of 
the energetic proclamation which the JEmperor 

i Alexander had issued to tiie Russian people, in 
which he had commanded every inhabitant of his 
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Immense empire to take arms against a perfidious 
enemy, who, after having violated the boundaries 
of their country, was advancing to destroy their 
ancient capital, and to annihilate the glory of its 
illustrious founders. All these infamous false- 
hoods completely failed of success. They did not 
even reach a population, which, flying at the ap- 
proach of the French army, could neither expe- 
rience the effects of an artifice so mean, nor be 
corrupted by our flattering promises.. In truth, 
the object of every promise made by our deceitful 
chief was to delude and to betray; it was to kindly 
the most frightful discord, by exciting the people 
against the nobility, and stifling in their hearts 
that faithful attachment which w$ts due to their 
lawful sovereign. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ftd 



BOOK m. 



SMbLENSKO. 

Aftiir the battle of Veliz, the Viceroy feeling 
the necesdity of strengthening the detachment of 
chasseurs that bad been left there, reinforced 
them with the wfcole brigade of General Villata 
and with one battalion of Dalmatians, Veliz, 
^itnated at thfe junction of two principal roads 
from Petersburg and Smolensko, was exposed to 
the frequent attacks of the cossacks ; it was also 
the extreme point to which the French army had 
penetrated. The population of this small town 
consisted entirely of Jews, and procured us little 
}nore than the absolute necessaries of life, The 
(environs contained only a few miserable hovels, 
While the soldiers gave themselves up to the in- 
dulgencies which such circumstances could afford, 
Colonel B^pco, who perfectly understood the 
Russian language, was informed by some spies 
that the enemy intended to attack thebri^^dor On 
receiving this intelligence. General Villata secretly 
m^de every proper dispositioji to repel the enemy, 
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while he publicly effected to think himself in, 
complete security. At daybreak the cossacks . 
suddenly appeared before the town, hoping to 
find the garrison buried in sleep ; but the Daly 
matians issuing from their ambuscade, fired a 
well-directed volley on them, which did consider- 
4ible execution. The enemy, terrified by this 
une^eeted reception, immediately took to flight, 
and abandoned the hope of surprising a town 
so bravely defended, The soldiers shewed 
themselves, on this occasion, worthy of the 
rewards which their former valour had procured 
for them. 

The heat was now so oppressive that Napoleon, 
in spite of his impatience to attack the enemy, 
was compelled to allow his arm^ some repose. 
They who had witnessed the campaign of Eg}'pt 
assured us that the sun of that country was not 
more scorching than we now found it in Russia. 
The troops whose bivouacs were far from the 
riverfe, suffered cruelly. The soldiers eagerly 
dug up the ground with their bayonets, to find 
some water, and if they i;* ere fortunate enough to 
meet with any, it was so muddy that they wer^ 
unable to drink it till they had strained it through 
their handkerchiefs.. 

The fourth corps, after resting ten days in the 
town of Sourai, marched on the 9th of August 
towards Janowitschi to join the fourteenth divi- 



Digitized by 



Google 



8S 8MOLENSKO. 

sion. On the evening before this movement took 
place, Colonel Labedoyere, aide^e-camp to Prince 
Eugene, was sent to the King of Naples. At his ' 
return from his mission, he confirmed the hews 
of a desperate engagement having taken place 
between the enemy and our troops under General" 
Sebastiani, near Inkovo, in which we had been 
defeated with considerable loss*. The reports 
of the different officers agreed that our cavalry 
had severely suffered, and that, besides several 
pieces of cannon, a fine light company of the 24th 
infantry had been captured. It was likewise said, 
that had it not been for the bravery of the Prus- 
sian lancers, our losses would have been infi- 
nitely greater. Some blamed General Sebas- 
tiani, but the greater part attributed the fatilt to 
General Montbrun, who, disregarding the infor- 
mation he had received, and urged on by his 
natural bravery, had hazarded a battle against a 
much superior force of the enemy. 

The Viceroy having halted on the 10th of 
August at Janowitschi, the pioneers of the fourth 
corps, under the direction of General Poitevin, 
endeavoured to repair the bridge over the little 
river that passes through the town ; but it was so 
completely out of condition, that they were 
obliged to abandon it, and the baggage and 

* 13th Bulletin. 
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cayalry pas0ed the rirer at a ford, where the bot- 
tom was very muddy, and the banks exceedingly: 
steep. 

On our march towards Liozna, we crossed a 
plain gently undulated with little hillocks. We 
afterwards passed several small woods, and a 
rivulet that runs near a hamlet situated about- 
half-way to the castle of Velechkovitschi, where 
the army arrived on the 11th of August, and the 
soldiei*s encamped on the heights which sur- 
round the chateau. The rain which had fallen 
abundantly two days before had made the roads, 
as far as Liozna, dreadfully miry ; which passing 
through wet and marshy meadows, presented 
almost insuperable obstacles to our convoys, and 
particularly to our artillery. I should remark, 
that these were the only violent storms which we 
experienced; and that during the rest of the 
campaign, we were very little inconuupded by 
rain. 

Near Liozna, a large and dirty village, we 
crossed (August the 12th) a wretched bridge 
thrown over a deep and winding river, which 
separates the town from the chateau^ three quar^ 
ters of a mile distant towards the west, where 
Prince Eugene had established his quarters. A' 
communication was soon established by means of 
another bridge. Our troops avialed themselves 
of the camp that had been formed by the Buke 
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of ElcUingea'» (Ney's) corps, atid whieli was 
situated near t&is bridge, between the town and 
the chateau. 

Several obstacles, arising from the nature of 
the country, prevented us from taking the direct 
road to Liouvavitschi ; and even the track which 
we pursued was not exempt from difiiculties. 
We were forced to pass through several defiles, 
and over many swampy meadows, and an sdmost 
impassable road, cut through the middle of a 
forest. 

Before we arrived at this tonia, we crossed a 
ruinous bridge. The road was so dreadfully 
deep and clayey, that it was with the utmost diflli- 
culty the horses could proceed. This extreme 
humidity is caused by several rivers, which, sur- 
rounding the town, form extensive and dangerous 
morasses, that never dry. 

As we entered Liouvavitschi, we saw the cavalry 
of the King of Naples returning from the en- 
virons of Roudnia and Inkovo ; but instead of 
following the road to Razasna, they tumed' to the% 
left, to pass the Dnieper at a higher point than 
that which had been marked out for us. 

The reunion of the whole army on th^ bordersr 
of the river, plainly announced the intention of 
crossing it, and attacking Smol^sko by the kit 
bank, since the fortifications of the city are prinx; 
eipally on this side. The orde? w^$ ^qa , i^fu^ 
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to proeeed to Razasna, where bridgte had been 
thrown across to facilitate the passage. 

Before our arrival at this river, we traversed 
art almost desert country. No village was to be 
seen on the road, and we rarely found any bouses 
at which it was possible to stop. About halfway 
on our route was a dangerous marshy where we 
wei'e forced to leave part of our baggage. After 
xnany difficulties we reached the Dnieper, which 
is called also the Borjsthenes by the Greeks, a 
name which excited in our minds the sublimest 
ideas. The illusion, however, was soon de- 
stroyed, when we saw a shallow and insignificant 
stream. The river is so narrow, and its banks so 
steiep, that it could not be seen till we were on its 
very brink ; while the very steepness of the banks 
rendered the passage extremely difficult. 

Near Razasna, all the different corps of the 
grand army, some coming from Orcha, and others 
from Babinovitscbi, effected their junction. The 
Emperor had passed Razasna (Aug. 13) in the 
tnoming, and having inspected the divisions of 
the first corps just arrived from Mohilow, de-^ 
«|mtched them on the road towards Smolensko. 
This immense crowd of men thronging to the 
same point/while it augmented our privations, 
redoubled the confusion and disorder that reigned 
4WSL die ^^at road. The stragglers sought in vain 
to recover their proper regiments* They who 
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were intrultted with the mogt important orders, 
could not fulfil their mission, a dreadful tumult 
firequently arose on the bridges and in the de- 
files. 

(Attgxist the 15th). Arriving at Liadoui (re* 
markable as being the last place where we found 
any Jews), we crossed a little river very near it, 
above which is a considerable eminence which 
entirely commands the town. We continued our 
march as far as Siniaki, a miserable hamlet, con* 
sisting only of a few houses, and situated about 
two hundred yards from the road. " The Viceroy, 
intending to encamp in this place, gave orders 
for the troops to halt. In the meantime, the other 
divisions of the grand army marched toward^ 
Smolensko, and the cannonade which we heard 
made us presume that the town was vigorously 
attacked. 

The next day (August the 16th) we remained 
in the same position, and during the whole of the 
dfty* great numbers of troops passed by us towards 
the city. Towards six o'clock in the evening we 
quitted Siniaki, and after three hours' march 
arrived at Krasnoe, a small town with some houses 
built of stone, and where the Viceroy established 
his posts of communication. We did not long 
stop here, but continuing our march, crossed a 
small river near Katova, above which was a rising 
ground. The Prince pitched his tent ijnderfi 
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large avenue, of trees, tsurrounded by his division. 
At daybreak (August the 17tb) we continued our 
route, and bivouacked three miles beyond the 
post of Korouitnia in a xvood of birch-trees near a 
lake. Our camp oifered a most picturesque ap- 
pearance. The Viceroy having caused his tent 
to be pitched in the middle of the wood, the offi- 
-^^ers slept in their carriages, and those who had 
none, cut down branches of trees to construct 
little huts, whilst their comrades lighted the fires 
to cook 1;he provisions. As for the soldiers, some 
went on a foraging party, others washed their 
linen on the banks of a limpid stream, while the 
rest, after a long march, amused themselves in 
making war against the few ducks and geese ihut 
had escaped the rapacity of the cossacks. 

We here learned that Smolensko, after a long- 
contested battle, had been set on fire by the Rus- 
siansj and abandoned by their conquerors. ^ This 
was an omen of mournful pressage to us, and 
proved to what extremities they will proceed who 
are determined not to bow to a foreign yoke. 
The next day we approached this unhappy town ; 
but the Viceroy ordered us to halt in a wood, near 
the castle of Novoidwor, about three miles from 
the town, and went to join the Emptor. One 
of my comrades returning from Smolensko now 
related to me, in the following words, the cir- 
cqinstances of the battle, at which he was present. 
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^^ The posation that we had occupied until the 
^^ 16th of this month made the enemy suppose 
^^ that we should attack Smolensko by the right 
*^ bank of the Dnieper ; but the Emperor^ by 
^^ a prompt and unexpected manoeuvre, caused 
'^^ the whole of the army to pass to the opposite 
^' sid^. On the 14th the King of Naples (Mu- 
^^ rat), who still commanded the advanced-guard, 
" and supported by the Duke of Elchingen (Ney), 
*' arrived at Krasnoe, and as you know already/' 
said the officer to me> ^' gave battle to the twenty- 
^^ fifth Russian division, amounting to five thou- 
" sand infantry, and two thousand cavalry. 
" Krasnoe being carried, the cavalry of General 
*^ Grouchy executed some brilliant charges. The 
^' enemy soonfled, leavingmany cannons and a con- 
'' siderable number of prisoners. Colonel Mar- 
'' bcauf was there wounded at the bead. of his re- 
" giment. After this success,Napoleon, as eaily 
" as the mornmg of the 16th, appeared before Smo- 
*-' lensko. That town is surrounded by an ancient 
^^ wall, with battlements of eight thousand yards 
*' in circumference, ten feet thick, and twenty- 
" five high, and at certain distances flanked with 
" enormous towers in the form of bastions, the 
" greater part of which were mounted with heavy 
" pieces of cannon. 

'' The Russians, still expecting the attack to 
>* take place on the right bank of the Dnieper, 
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*^ kept a coBSfderable portion of their troops on 
^' that side of the river ; but xvhen they saw us 
^^ arrive by the Left bank, diey thought th^nselves 
^^ turned, and retreated with the utmost rapidity 
^^ to defaid Smolendco, at the principal point in 
<' which we were about td attack it. They main- 
" tained themselves with the greater obstinacy, 
*' as Alexander, when .he quitted the army, had 
^^ commanded them to give battle in order to save 
*' Smolensko*. 

" After employing the 16th in reconnoitring 
** the place and its environs, the Emperor con- 
^' fided the left to the Duke of Elchingen (Ney), 
" inclining towards the Dnieper ; the Prince of 
" Eckmuhl (Davoust) had the centre ; the Prince 
^^'Poniatowski'the right; and further on was the 
" cavalry of the King of Naples; while the 
*^ guard and ourselves, constituting the fourth 
** division, composed the reserve. The eighth 
^' corps under the command of the Djuke of 
^^ Abrantes (Junot) was also expected ; but that 
^^ geoOTal, making a false movement, lost his 
" way ♦. 

"fHalf the day was passed in reconnoitring. 
*' The enemy occupied Smolensko with thirty 
:*' thousand, men, the rest were in reserve on the 



* See the Thbteei^ Bulletin, 
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^^ rigbt bank, communicating by tneans of bridg^^ 
*^ constructed below the town< But Napoleon, 
^* perceiving that the gamson, commanded by 
*^ General Doctorow, availed tbem«elve» of every 
i^^ moment of time to strengthen their fortifica- 
*^ tions, ordered Prince Poniatowski to advance, 
*^ having on bis left Smolensko, and on his right 
*^ the Dnieper* He recommended him to con* 
^^ struct some batteries to destroy the bridges, and 
^'^ by that means intercept the. communication 
" between the two bsudks. The Prince of Eck- 
^^ rauhl (Davoust), who still kept the centre, at* 
" tacked two intrenched suburbs, each defended 
" by seven or eight thousand infantry. General 
" Friand finished the investiture of the place, 
^^ taking his position between the first division 
•' and the Poles. 

^^ In the afternoon the light cavalry of General 
*' Bruyeres repulsed the Russian horse, and took 
'^ possession of an eminence near the bridge. A 
^^ battery of sixty pieces of cannon was established 
>^ on that point, the fire of which was so well 
" directed on the divisions of the enemy on the 
" other bank, that they were compelled to retire. 
*' Against this battery were opposed two of the 
: " enemy*s,consistingeachof twenty pieces ofc^h- 
" non. The Prince of Eckmuhl (Davoust), who 
*' was charged with the storming of the town, 
^^ confided the attack of the suburbs on the right, 
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^ to General Momud ; and those on tke lisft, to 
*^ General Gudin. After a severe fire of mus- 
** k^ry, theae'two divisions forced the positions of 
^ the enemy, and pursued the Russians with won- 
** derful intrepidity, as fei* as the covered way, 
*' which they fbi^nd strewed with dead« On the 
^ left, the Duke of Elchingen (Ney) forced the 
*•' intrenehments occupied by the eneniy; and 
^^ compelled them to take refuge in tlie town, iti 
** the towers, or on the rampaiis, which they 
^ defended with obstinncy, but * they were at 
♦' length driven fheftee by the^ fire of the how- 
^•* ilzers; while count Sorbin, commanding the 
^^^ artillery of the guard, by plachig bis batteries 
*' so as to enfilade the Russians, rendered it kn- 
•' pratitifeable for them to maintain the covered 
♦' ways. General Barclay de Tolly perceiving 
*' that an assault oil the town was now likely to 
'♦* %e attempted, riein^orced it with two new divi*^ 
^^ sioiis, and two regiments of infantry of the 
** guard. The battle continued until the close 
^ of day. Soon after, thick column? ofsMokt 
^ were seen to rise from different; quartets, and 
*• presently torrents of flames were distinctly ob* 
•* *erwd^ spreading with incredible rapidity in 
" eveiy direction* The whtrfe city was speedily 
*^ on fire, and, in 4he middle of a fine summet*^i( 
^ nigbt, presented to mat view the sames^ctacto 
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" that an eraption of Mount VesuTius offers to 
" the inhabitants of Naples. * 

** At one o'clock the ruins of the town were 
'^ abandoned. Our first grenadiers prepared to 
^' mount the breach at two o'clock in the mom^ 
^^ ingy when approaching without opposition^ 
" they discovered that the place was entirely eva- 
*^ cuated. We took possession of it, and found 
** on the walls many pieces of cannon, which (he 
" enemy could not take away. 

** Never,", said this officer to me, " can you 
^^ form an adequate idea of the dreadful scene 
^^ which the interior of Smolensko presented to 
^^ my view, and never during the whole course 
" of iny life can I forget it. Every street, every 
^^ square, was covered with the bodies of the 
*^ Russians, dead or dying, while the flames shed 
** over them a horrible glare/' 

The next day (Aug. 19) we entered Smolensko 
by the suburb that is built along the bank of 
the river. In every direction we marched over 
scattered ruins and dead bodies. Palaces yet 
burning offered to our sight only .walls half de- 
stroyed by the flames, and, thick amoiig the 
fragments were the blackened carcasses of the 
w retched inhabitants whom the fire had consumed. 
The few houses that remained were completely 
filled by the soldiery, while a^the door stood the 
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miserable proprietor without an asylum, deploring 
the death of hid children, and the loss of his for^ 
tune. The churches alone afforded some conso- 
lation to the unhappy victims who had no other 
shelter. The cathedral, celebrated through Eu^^ 
rope^ and held in great veneration '^by the Rus^ 
sians, became the refuge of the unfortunate 
beings who had escaped the flames. In this 
church and round its altars, were seen whole 
families extended on the ground. In one place 
was aii old man just expiring, and casting a look 
on the image of the saint whom he had all his 
life invoked ; in another an infant whose feeble 
cries the mother, wbm down wifti grief, was en- 
deavouring to hush : and while she presented it 
with the breast, her teara dropped fast upon iU 

In the midst of this desolation, the passage of 
the army into the interior of the town formed a 
striking contrast. On one side was seen the ab- 
ject submission of the conquered^— on the other 
the pride attendant upon victory ; the former had 
lost their all — ^the latter, rich with spoil, and ig- 
norant of defeat, marched proudly on to the sound 
of warlike music, inspiring the unhappy remaina 
of a vanquished population with mingled fear and 
admiration. 

The affair of Smolensko cost the Russians twelve 
thousand men, a third of whom were left on the 
field of battle. Although we were the assailants 
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our loss did not exceed four thousand. This wiil 
not appear exitraordinary ivhen it is recollected 
that the Moscovites always intoxicate themselves 
before they commence, an engagement, and that 
their riflemen, more bold- than skilful, expose 
themselvea to danger without doing much injury 
to their adversaries. According to every report, 
the enemy bad many generals killed. On our side, 
the polish General Grabrowski died gloriously on 
the field, while. Generala Zaionshech, Grandeaii, 
and Dalton, proved by thpir wounds haw much 
tiiey had contributed to. the victory. 

The grand bridge across the Dnieper c6mmuni- 
eating with the other part of the town, in which 
there did not remain a single houis^, had beei^ 
burnt, but was now prx>mpdy rejpaired. In the 
meantime the cavalry of General Grouchy, with 
Ihe fourth corps, and all their artillery, crossed 
a ford at the extremity of the suburb by which 
we entei^d. In this interval the other bridges 
were constructed^ which so accelerated the pasisage^ 
that before the close of the day the artillery and 
cavalry of the King of Naples were on the road 
to Moscow, in pursuit of the enemy. 

The troop^ of Prince Eugene and GeneraJ 
Grouchy having crossed the river, encamped on 
the heights that surround the town, near the post- 
road from Porietsch to Petersburg. T)iis was« 
a position of the greatest importance, and every. 
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<me wm astonished that the enemy had not defended 
it better. Had Ifeey made a stand here, our 
march imuld have been considerably retarded ; 
tfee principal road to Moscow would have been 
cut off, nor could we have retained possession of 
the town which this position completeily com- 
manded. 

While the centre of the army pursued its tri- 
umphant career, General Gouvion St. Cyr gained 
soihe important victories on the banks of the 
JJwina. After the battle of Drissa, Prince Witt- 
genstein, being reinforced by twelve battalions, 
resolved to act on the offensive against the Duke 
Cff R^gio (Oudinot). The latter, seeing himself 
OB the point of being attacked, united the Bava- 
rian corps (the sixteenth) to that which he already 
commanded. The engagement actually took place 
on the 16th and 17th of August ; but at the mo- 
ment the Duke of Reggio was taking measures to 
repel it, a grape-shcrt struck him in the shoulder, 
and -so dangerously wounded him that he was 
compelled to quit the field of battle, and to give 
up the command to General Gouvion St. Cyr. 

The latter di^osed fevei7 thing for the attack 
the next morning at daybreak ; and the better to 
de<5eive the Russians, he ordered all the baggage, 
and a great part of the artillery and cavalry, to 
retire on the left bank of the Dwina, in sight of 
the enemy, and, ascending the river, to repass it at 
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Polotsk without being seen. The enemy, de« 
ceived by this skilful manoeuvre, believed that 
we were retreating, and advanced, in pursuit ; but 
instead of finding us disposed to quit the ground, 
we presented ourselves ranged in order of battle, 
and our artillery, advantageously placed, com* 
menced a destructive fire on them. At the same 
time our infantry, under the protection of our can- 
non, attacked the left and centre of the corp» 
commanded by General Wittgenstein. The two 
divisions of General Wrede and Roy haviqg com- 
bined their movements with great bravery and 
skill, marched out of Spas together. The division 
of Legrand in position on the left of this village 
was connected with that of General Verdier, one 
of whose brigades observed the right of the enemy 
itnd the division of Merle covered the front of the 
town of Polotsk, » 

The ei^emy, although surprised at seeing us so 
well disposed, advanced with great resolution, 
confiding in their artillery j but towards the eveur 
ing, Prince Wittgenstein seeing his centre and 
and his left forced, retired in echelon after fu- 
riously, defending every positipn, Py this , ob- 
stinate resistance he succeeded ii| saving his army, 
which,^notwi|;h^taading the arrival of powerful 
reinfprfi^g^epts, endeavoured in vain to resume 
offensive operations. We should have taken a 
great number of prisoners had not the woodi 
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£»€ilitated their escape. Those who fell into our 
hands, had been left wounded on the field of bat- 
tle, and by their numbers we were enabled to 
judge of the severe loss which the Russians had 
sustained. Several pieces of cannon added to the 
trophies of this glorious day. 

This victory was however dearly purchased by 
the loss of several brave Bavarian officers, espe^* 
cially Generals de Roy and Sierbien« The first 
was particularly regretted. The soldiers lost in 
him a father, and the officers a chief whose 
talents and consqmmate experience were hdd in 
veneration by the whole Bavarian army. Gene- 
rals, officers, and soldiers, rivalled each other in 
con^ibuting to the success of the day. Among 
the first, Count Gouvion St. Cyr rendered a just 
tribute of praise to Generals Legrand, Verdier 
(wounded), Merle, Von Wrede, and Aubry ; the 
latter, who was General of the artillery, par- 
ticularly distinguished himself in his department. 
The Count closed his report by invoking the be- 
nevolence of the Emperor towards his officers. 
He thus did justice to all except to himself, on 
which point he observed a profound silence ; but 
his modesty was the more conspicuous, and dis- 
played to more eminent advantage these talents 
which, a few days afterw^ards, were rewarded on 
the field of battle with a marshal's staff. ^ 

Whjle our corps on the left gained these jm* 
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portent vict(ttie« ion liie Dwimt; tfaoise olf the 
centre didtingiusbed themselTes in dnnb«te qo hem 
gloiioufi. 

The Duke of Elchii^en (N«y) hsKvimg pasfirej 
the Dniep^. {19th Augxest) abore SmoleoBsfcoi, 
joined the King of Naples in piirsiat of Aeenemy^ 
After naarchmg a league he met part of the rear- 
guard, conisisting of six tiimisaml men. Their 
position was carried va axi instant, and the^aj'onet 
covered the field of battle with their <dead . 

This corps, whieb protected the retreat of 4be 
Russians having been forced hastily to rdtipe^ 
took post on tihe rising ground of Va;}o]iP^na. The 
first line tvw socm broken by the 18th regimetft, 
and towards four o'clock in the altemoon, «i&re 
trf mu^etry cotnmenced mik the whole rear- 
guard, then consisting of fifteen ttiousand men. 
The; Duke of Abrantes (Junot), who had lost his 
way on the right of ^Si^olensko, could not reach 
the road to Mostfow time enough to cut off the 
retreat of this<rear-guard *. The first columns of 
th^ enen^y'thfei'efore returned to the charge, and 
brought four divisions successively into the field. 
The Russians were thie more interested in defend- 
ing this position, as beside its real strength, it had 
always been regarded as impregnable, ft'om th* 
defeats which the Poles had uniformly sustained 

* See 13th and i4th fiulMa of the Csonpaign. 
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hffre m tbeir ancieft t ^fmn^. Thenoe Ae Hussdans 
euperiMttioimly ^onnec^ted Msith 4iii6 plam tke ide% 
4»f certain victory, ^oid decorated it'with thef)€Kaip^ 
OHS title -of tte Sacred Field, 

M <he enemy attached ithe highest knportaiice 
to the preserTa^KHi of ^ihifi posilion, it M'as ih)4; of 
iess moment for %is 4o 'caiTy «t, tiiat we might be 
enabled mofe effectually to amtoy big rotreat, and 
■to obtain possession ^ all the baggage, and the 
-waggons >vith the wounded from Smeleiii^o, thit 
e¥ac«aliORo€ which had ^been protected by tiie 
r^ear-guard. 

At six o'clock in &e evening the diviaaom of 
tSwiitt, sent to support the thirteenilicMps against 
4$ie numerous froops whidi I9ie enemy recalled to 
liis suceour, appeared in ^efdumtity^W^ the centre 
of the enemy's jiositioB. Supported by flie dm- 
^on of 4Ledru, he m^kscR^j emtitA it. The 7lli 
light infantry, and tte li2th, :2tirt, aAd 1^27lh, 
ti^ich composed the division of Ckidin, charged 
%vi#i such impetuosity that the enemy immediately 
fled, believing that they were engi^ed with the 
imperial guards. But so nvach bi^very cost xm 
«be life of the gallant general who oommanded 
tbem. He was one of the wost disHngnished 
officers in the army, and wM equally regi'etted 
•for his private virtues, end his military dcill and 
intrepidity. His death was iiowevei' well avenged. 
His division made a dh*eadful carnage of the enemy^ 
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who fled towards Moscow, leaving the Sacred 
Field covered with their dead. Among the rest 
w»e found the bodies of Generals l%alon and . 
Balla ; and it was said that the Russians in the 
death of the General of cavalry sustained a loss 
equally great with that which we had to deplore. 

At thi^ee o'clock in the morning of the follow* 
ing day the Emperor distributed rewards on the 
field of battle to the regiments which had distin- 
guished themselves. To the 127th, a new regi- 
ment which had contributed much to the glory of 
the day, Napoleon granted the right of carrying 
an eagle. This privilege they could not befpre 
elaim» because they had not been present in any 
engagement. These rewards bestowed on a spot 
rendered famous by victory, and in the midst of 
Ihe dying and the dead, exhibited a scene of 
grandeur that assimilated our exploits to the he- 
roic deeds of ancient times. 

At Smolensko the fourth coi*ps changed the 
chief of its staft General Dessoles, who bad 
till then filled that situation, disgusted that his 
services remained so long unnoticed, requested 
that he might enjoy in retirement the esteem 
which his talents had procured him. The army, 
recollecting that he had shared in the glory and 
the disgrace of Moreau, approved his determina^^ 
tion, well knowing the difficulty which he would 
find in obtaining an equal rank with those who 
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had outstepped him in his career, and who #ould 
always be prefeiTed before him. The £mper(Mr 
yielding to the entreaties of this skilful general, 
granted him an honourable retreat, and ap- 
pointed Baron Guilleminot his successor, who 
was well known to the Viceroy, by having exer- 
cised the same functions for a short time after the 
battle of Wagram. 

During the four days that Napoleon remained 
^t Smolensko, he reviewed the different corps 
which had distinguished themselves since the 
opening of the campaign. In this respect none 
was more justly entitled to honourable distinction 
than the fourth corps. It was at length granted 
lis, and the chiefs of each division, with the ex- 
ception of General Pino who was gone to. Wi- 
tepsk with the iSfteenth, received ordero to put 
their soldiers under aims (22d of August). 

The whole of our army in its best accoutre- 
ments was drawn up on a vast plain a little be- 
yond that on which we were encamped. Its fine 
appearance, and above all the recollection of the 
brilliant affair of Witepsk, gained our corps the 
rewards due to its bravery, and which were 
/worthy of the munificence of the chief who 
ileigned to grant them. 

It had hitherto been believed, that Napoleon^ 
idesirous only to re-establish the kingdom of Po- 
(audt would terminate his conquests by the cap- 
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ture of the two towns of "Witepsk and Smolensko, 
which by their position completely defended the 
narrow passage comprised between the Dnieper 
and the Dwina. Every one considered these 
towns as onr destined winter-quarters, and if in- 
stead of nsiadly pushing forward he had dosed 
this campaign with the capture of Riga, the for- 
tifying of Witepsk and Smolensko, and, more 
particularly, the organization of Poland, the 
whole of which he had now conquered. Napoleon 
would doubtless in the following spring have 
compelled the Rusfsians either to subscribe to his 
conditions, or to run the risk of the almost cer- 
tain destruction both of Moscow and Petei*sburg> 
since the French army was then at an equal 
distaace frc»[n each of Ibese cities. But instead 
of adopting so wise a plan, this warrior, recol- 
lecting the fortunate issue of his late campaigns, 
in which he had always dictated peace in the 
very palace of the sovereigns whom be had con- 
quered, was dazzled by the eclat of his former 
treaties* The remembrance of his former glol-y 
«Q infatuated him, that he disdained the counsels 
<of prudence, and at a distance of six hundred 
leagues from France, with worn-out horses, and 
destitute of provisions, magazines, or hospitals, 
ventured upon the desert road of Moscow. As a 
4ast proof of his imprudence, he left in 4us rear 
ft Russian army cantoned in Moldavia, and which 
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ti^is ready to march agaiiistus on the ratification 
of the treaty of peace which had already been 
€oncluded with the Porte. 

This army having ceased hostilities against the 
Turks was then commanded by Admiral Tschi* 
kakoff^ who constancy sent fresh troops to rein« 
force the army of Wolhynia, which was opposed 
to the corps of Prince Schwartzenberg, Napo- 
leon had flattered himself that the Austrians 
would hare repulsed the corps of Tormasow, 
Ertel, and Essen, as effectually as we had beaten 
that of Barclay de Tolly, and that consequently 
our allies, ravaging the Ukraine, would pene* 
trate into the governments of Kiew and Kaluga^ 
and join us on bur entry into Moscow, Qpt their 
want of zeal in our cause, and especially the ma^ 
Boeuvres of the Russian generals, frustrated this 
great plan. Victors and vanquished by turns, they 
defended every position; and, taking advsuitage of 
the chances of war, returned continually to the 
ground which they had abandoned. The fortress 
of Bobruisk therefore continuied to hold out, 
and the Austiians nevw saw the banlcs of the 
Dnieper. 

Leaving- Smolensko (23d August), we pro-^ 
ceeded to Volodimerowa, a village situated oh the 
main road. On an eminence to the right, sur^^ 
rounded by marshes^ is a chateau built of wbod. 
W^ baited mi tUs height, at a distance of about 
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five leagues from Smolensko. It was then tliir 
intention of the Prince to march to DoukhorcKt-' 
china, and afterwards to fall back on Dorogho- 
boui, where the centre of the grand army was 
quartered ; but General Grouchy, who had pre- 
ceded us with his cavalry, announced that he had 
repulsed the enemy more than twenty leagues. 
The Viceroy (24th August), who could now dis- 
pense with pushing on to Doukhovchtchina, de^ 
termined to search for a path that would conduct 
him straight to the high road leading to Dorogho- 
boui. He found this route after following an ex- 
cellent road traced by the Russians themselves in 
effecting their retreat* 

On t^s march we traversed a fertile and lux« 
uriant countr}\ We saw, for the first time in 
Russia, cattle grazing in the fields, inhabitantst 
remaining undisturbed in their villages, and 
houses that had not been plundered. The sol- 
dier possessing abundance forgot his fatigues, 
and regarded not the length of his march, which 
continued several hours. At length we arrived, 
late in the evening, at Pologhi, a village at a 
small distance from the road which we were 
seeking. * On the following morning (25th of 
August) we crossed the Wop, a small river thai 
would have attracted our attention more could 
<^'e have foreseen how fatal it would one day 
prove to us. We might however have fortned 
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an idea of n^hat it would be in winter, from the 
difficulty we found in passing it in the midst of. 
summer. Its bed was very deep, and the banks 
so steep that the artillery crossed it with great 
difficulty, and only by doubling the number of 
h<»^s to each piece. 

Continuing our route, we again came in sight 
of the Dnieper, whose marshes covered with wood 
nearly reached the hill on which lay the road 
we sought Proceeding about a league we per* 
ceired the high turrets of the beautiful chateau of 
Zaz^l^, appearing at a distance like a consider- 
able town. Close by was a lake where the ca^t 
valry of General Grouchy refreshed themselres. 
They had arrived before us, and were encamped 
round the chateau of Zaz^l^. 

The Viceroy despatched some officers from this 
place to Napoleon, who was at Doroghoboui; 
but although General Grouchy had pushed his 
advanced-guard along the high road, we doubted 
whether it were cleared as far as that town. The 
aidesnde-camp therefore crossed the Dnieper be* 
low Zaz^l^,- and pursuing the post-road from 
Smolensko, they arrived safe at Doroghoboui, 
where the staff of the grand army had established 
ito head^quarters. : • 

This town, situated on an eminence, c^red a 
military position capable of effectually stopping 
1ii« progress of any army, marching on th^two 
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bighr'roads' from Smokh^or and Wiifej^sk to^ Mos^ 
cow. NotwithstaBdiiig these achrantagpesy it wm» 
yery feebly defettded,. oirii^ to tbe great loaaefli 
which die Rlis^Bn bad suotaiiwl in tiie baMes 
of Smoienako and Yalontina. Oar ct^rps was en^ 
fering Doroghoboui, when anr aide-de*canij> irom 
Napoleon bircmgfat despatches- to the Vieeroy. 
Having read them, die Prince gave orders to se-^ 
feet the most advantageouis situation in the neighk 
bourhood to encamp his divistons. The want of 
Water obliging us to> push tm to Mikailotskoey 
we estaUis^ed ouffseh^ near that vilh^, The 
cavalry was in the rear^ the infantry of theroyal 
guard in the centre ; and on the jflanks were I3ie 
two French divisions which formed part of oiir 
corps. 

At a league from Mikailovskoe we passed 
through two villages situated in a marshy valley. 
Sfabi^ly after, we entered the plain through which 
funs the Dnieper, aiid followed the road to 
Blaghove, where we intended to cross the riv6r. 
On our right were some cultivated hills with se* 
veral villages. The mioke issuing from the 
housto made us Goa|ecture that they had not been 
abandoned^ We saw at a? distance their peace^ 
able inhabitants standing on the summit of the 
hills, anxiously observinip whediar we came to 
trouble the peace of their cottages. 

Tlie sources: nf the Dmeper not beiog k* 
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ditttant^ the river is here little lAtg^ t!ian k brook. 
We forded it with ease, aiid the artillery had no 
^thei^ ^ffieultythan to dittib its banks, which, 
1^ all th6 rivem of ftuissia, are elti*emely steep 
and high, to coMain the gtett Masses of water 
j^rodnced by the tteMng of the tfnow. 

The Viceroy did nm quit the bank till all the 
tHM^« M HfMieA tte tivef. Thti fourth corps 
itiiliferniiti^ the eMMme poiirt ^f the left of the 
gTMtd arMy, we marihed oy» almoitt unbeaten 
ttacltB. To prevent our iv)Bindei^iiig, the IVince 
e^deral Gcift^ral Trii^r^, wbci commanded th«^ 
advanced-guard, to post dragoons along the road. 
This Wise preCatiU<j» proved beneficial td the de- 
Wek^tffei) aftd especially to the stn^lers, wh6 
now ha^ng no doubt which road they ought to 
pursue, arrived ail safely ttt Agopochrna. Befoi*e 
this measure was adopted, these unhappy beings, 
when left in the rear from fatigue and sickness, 
found themselves in the midst of thick forests, ot 
on immense plains intersected by numeroos patfas^ 
all equally beaten ; and not knx>wing the language 
of the coimtry, hi>r meeting WiAe a single person 
to dire^ them^ they Wandered aboAl in these vast 
solitudes, and at length perished by femine, fti^ 
tigue, or the sWord of the enraged pei»ants. 

The village of Agopochina, at which we halted 
(August 27th), is remarkable for a la^ chateau, 
and a noble church built of stone. The four 
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sides are ornamented peristyles. The sanctuary 
constiiicted according to the Greek ritual, is very 
rich, and adorned With several paintings, which 
reminded us of those which the Greeks brought 
from Constantinople, when, in the fourteenth 
century, they first established their ; schools in 
Italy. The Commandant Sewlinge, who had 
lately joined our staff, was sent from Ihis village 
with important despatches to the King of Naples. 
The King not having received these despatches, 
and the Commandant never returning, we felt 
the painful conviction that he had fallen into the 
hands of the cossacks. 

The next day (28th August) we contiqued to 
flank the left of the high road, marching always 
nearly in a line with the corps of the centre* 
The track which we followed had never before 
been traversed by an army. It was cut by fre* 
quent ravines, and often so narrow, that it re- 
sembled a path traced merely to divide the 
grounds. Arrived at a village the name of which 
was unknown, we found three roads ; one straight 
before us, one on our right, and a third on pur 
Jleft. We followed the latter, m hich conducted 
us, after a march of three hours, to an aban- 
doned chateau y^ithin a league of Bereski. 

Early in the morning (29th August) we left 
this chateau in a thick fbg. The frequent hahs 
which the Viceroy made, and the reconnoitring 
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parties which he sent to the right, to listen whe- 
ther cannon were firing on the high road, con- 
vinced us that he was impatient to know what 
obstacles Napoleon met with in his march. 

We approached Viazma. This small town, 
which indeed may be reckoned a lai^e one in 
Russia, was very advantageously situated for the 
enemy. Placed among the numerous sources of 
the river of the same name, it is suiTounded by 
ravines, and stands on a beautiful eminence, 
commanding the plain and the defile through 
which passes the high road from Smolensko. The 
Russians did not profit as they ought to have 
done by these advantages ; after a feeble de- 
fence they set fire to the principal buildingfs and 
retreated. When we arrived Viazma was a prey 
to the flames ; and although accustomed to con- 
flagrationSj we could not help regarding with 
pity this unhappy town so lately peopled ^by ten 
thousand inhabitants. Though newly founded, 
it contained more than sixteen churches. The 
houses, all neMS and elegantly constructed, were 
enveloped in clouds of smoke, and their destruc- 
tion excited thb greatest regret, as they were the 
noblest which we had seen since we quitted Smo- 
lensko. 

The Viceroy halted on the plain more than two 
ho^rs. Placed cm a rising ground, we observed 
distittctly the progress of the flames, and heard 
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the guns firing on the enemy beyond the town, 
A numerous cavalry which arrived from eviery 
quarter encamped in the environs. Prince Eu- 
gene, having received the Etnperor's orders, now 
passed thie Viazma, and proceeding t6 the left, 
overtook the troops which he had despatched be- 
fore him, and whose march had been retarded 
by the passage of the river. We afterwards met 
with another branch of the Viazma, the appfbacb 
to which was so muddy, that it was impossible to 
ford it at any point. It was therefore necessary to 
march along the bank till we found a wreftched 
bridge, by which we crossed the river. Hence 
we came to a little hill, from the top of which we 
perceived at a distance a village with a beautiful 
chateau consisting of fotir pavilions, and a noble 
church. On entering it, we learned that the vil- 
lage was called Novoe, and that the chateau had 
been plundered by the light cavalry. 

We halted here (30th August), having on our 
left tlie royal guards and the fourteenth division, 
with the thirteenth in front. The artillery of 
these divisions was placed in batteries facing the 
different roads on which it was possible that the 
enemy might appear. The Emperor likewise 
halted at Viazma. He sent forward the third 
corps to support the King of Naples, who closely 
pursued the enemy on the road to Moscow with-^ 
out being able to bring him to a serious action. 
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As wfe coinmeaced qur march (3l8t August), 
we wer^ rejoined by the Bavarian cavalry under 
General Preyssing- The Viceroy and the stafT 
accompanied us. We saw on the road two neat 
thatMux completely ravaged. We halted at the 
second, and passed through a delightful garden 
with beautiful walks tastefully arranged. The 
pavilions had been newly decorated, but they 
now offered an image of the most frightful deso- 
latiop. The furniture was broken to pieces, 
fragments of the most precious china were scat- 
tered about the garden, f^nd many exquisite paint- 
ings bad been torn from their frames and were 
di^rsed by the winds. 

. Tlie Viceroy had pursued \m march beyond 
the chateau of Pakrovo ; but observing that the 
^fantry was far in the rear, he r^umed to the 
€hat^^ in which some provisM^ns were found, 
and espiecially a i^piasntity of oats in the stvaxTi and 
esy^Uent forage. 

Stnee the affair at Witepsk the fourth corps 
hud not met the enemy, and had not even seen 
any of those detachments of cossacks which in 
the first Polish campaign contiau^yily harassed our 
troops, and intercepted the baggage; b^t after 
we passed Viazos^, more circumspection was ne- 
cessary on eur march. 

We^^Nire indeed assured that we should soon 
experience some serious opposition; and, the 
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next day (Ist. September), being about half way 
on our accustomed march, our advanced-guard 
was stopped by the cossacks. Two or three can* 
non-shots were the signal of this rencontre. The 
Viceroy immediately put the cavalry of the Italian 
guards in order of battlie, preceded by a consi- 
derable number of sharp-shooters. These drove 
before them the enemy's squadrons, who retired 
in proportion as we advanced. They contiifued 
to retreat as far as Ghiat, of which the Emperor 
had just taken possession. Beyond this town is a 
small river, which they crossed, and immediately, 
asif to observe us, drew up in order of battle on 
on eminence that commands the plain by which 
we arrived* The Viceroy, after having made me 
reconnoitre • the fords which might facilitate the 
passage of the river, ordered the Bavarian troops 
to cross it at a point that had been explored, ^nd 
which was exactly between two little villages oc- 
cupied by the cossacks. The enemy no sooner 
perceived this movement, than they abandoned 
the villages and the heights, of which the Bava- 
rian cavalry, followed by their artillery, soon 
took possession. Arrived on these heights, we 
^saw the cossacks flying in every^direction. They 
were closely pursued ; but as night approached 
our corps established itself in the little village of 
Paulovo, at the distance of half a leage from 
Ghiat. 
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The head-quarters having remained three days 
in Ghiat, we halted likewise at Panlovo and 
Woroniewo (2d and 3d September). The Em- 
peror here issued general orders commanding the 
troops to employ the repose now granted them, 
in collecting provisions, cleaning their arms, and 
preparing for the battle, which the enemy seined 
willing to accept. Lastly, the marauding detach- 
ments were ordered to return on the following 
eveniiig, if they wished to participate in the ho- 
nour of the engagement. 
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BOOK IV. 



THE M0SKW4^ 

Aftbh the ca^re of Sm^lansko, the EmfMtmr 
Napoleon was not ignoraoJ; that Al^^ander, faafr- 
ing concluded a peace with the Turks, would 
soon have the whole of the Moldavian army at 
his disposal: nevertheless he. followed up his 
successes without disquieting himself respect* 
ing the future. In the meantime the Russians* 
terrified at the disaster which had attended the 
adoption of the plan of Barclay de Tolly, ex- 
claimed that it was time to come to a decisive 
engagement. No one appeared so worthy of the 
supreme command in this critical conjuncture as 
Prince Kutusoff, the glorious conqueror of the 
Ottoman power, and who, 9. victim to the strange 
ingratitude and injustice of courts, languished 
forgotten on his paternal estate, although his vic- 
tories alone had purchased the honourable treaty 
which had been so lately subscribed by the 
divan. 

This general, who was regarded by the Mos- 
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covites as Ate hope of their country, arriyed at 
Csftn^vooStimicke (29th August). The officers 
and soldiers hailed as ^eix chief this venera))!® 
warrior, already celebrated in the annals of Ril»* 
sia; and the inhabitantif cf Ohiat informed us 
that the sight of him had inspired tibe whole affmy 
witti bc^e and joy. la feet, he bad aoarcely 
arrived, when he annonnced that lim ^pssian 
army would retreat no further. That he might 
bistter defend Moscow, within four days' march 
of which wewefeno^ anr^, beehosi^astri^iig 
position, btstwten Ghiat and Mojaisk, where hq 
tfivM advantagcoiMiIy await one of tiwse deeisme 
bstties whkb^^ftaii detenniine the fete of empires; 
Each pavty was sanguine in its expectation of 
nctory. . The Mo»OTitc^' contended for theiy 
c^un%7, theirrhonies, and dieir children; Ouv 
soldiers, aecubtomed to conquer, and filled widi 
thwe grand and beroie ideas which eonii- 
nned success naturally inspires, eagerly de«* 
maad^ the fight; and snob is the ^wpeiriopity 
vAmh oeurage gives over mere numbers, that on 
the ere of the battle we busily calculitted the 
fimita of our ai^roaching Tietory. 

Burin^ the stay of Napoleon at Ghiat, our 
kead-^piartqn were transported from Paiilol^ to 
Woremiewo, where was a beautiful seat 'belongs 
ing to Prince Kutusoff. The staff hftd |ust en- 
tipod ^t Ullage, whep the Viceroy, accompanied 
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by several officers, arriyed to exMnine the en* 
virons of the place. He had. scarcely been there 
a quarter of an hour, when the whole plain was 
filled with Cossacks, who advanced a& if they 
would charge the group which surrounifed the 
Prince. iEugaie ; bat on seeing scmie dragoons 
who- fonried hij^ escort^ they fled precipitately, 
and. appeared no mcM*e in the n^eighbonrhood of 
Woremieswo. . 

. Whil6 we remained in this village, some sol^ 
diersof ^ 100th .regfunent.going on a fiiraging 
party, fell in with a p^Mtpchaise containing ia^Ros- 
sian officer and a sni^eon/ The fimnfer, dn being 
interrc^tul by an offiter of tibe stsiiF,. declared 
that he came from Riga, his native coimtiy, and 
was gcnng to the head-quarters of Kutusoff, who 
had for ^me days superseded Barclay de Tolly. 
Although this officer was descended from a good 
Livonian family, and was decorated with several 
crosses and medals, the Viceroy woiild not see 
him, justly suspecting that he had purposely 
exposed himself to discover our manoeuvre. 
Several peasants who were surprised on an unfre- 
quented road, and particularly in the neighbour^ 
hood of Mojaisk where the enemy had intrenched 
themselves, almost , reduced this suspicion to a 
certainty. 

Having passed two days at Woremiewo^ we 
left it on the 4th of September, and passed 
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through some forests where they infomiftd us 
the Cossacks had been seen. The reports of the 
adyamced-guard confirming this intelligence, the 
Viceroy halted in an extensive plain where ^our 
whole corps was assembled. The Prince placing 
himself at the head of the cavalry, ordering the 
infantry to follow, while the guards, placed as a 
reserve, brought up the rear. In this oqder we 
advanced to meet the enemy. When w^ reached 
the little village of Louzos, we found ourselves 
impeded by a rivulet. The cossacks wjbo were 
nsemhled on the opposite side, appeared to b0 
forming themselves into squadrons to oppose our 
passage ; but the Viceroy ordering the cavalry to 
mount the ravine, the Russians, fearing lest they 
^ould be charged in the rear, fled with precipi- 
tation. 

During the whole of our march we heard a brisk 
cannonade on our right, which announced that 
vre were not far from the road which Napoleon 
had taken. Looking in that direction, we could 
perceive the smoke of the artillery, and the 
fliunes ascending from many villages. Near the 
post-house, called Ghridneva, was another im- 
mense ravine that crossed the main road ; and on 
the opposite side was a steep hill, on which the 
Russians had established some batteries, alter an 
obstinate engagement that had taken place' there 
4ttring the day. 
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• Wlwn the enemy fyerceiired thttfei the fourtii 
GorpB was fbmiing on theic -ri^f they ^e^ 
spatobeda numerous eavalry' to fe(M>niioitrs our 
|M>^it}^n, which retired when' our artillery opened 
lipoit them. This cavalry appearing for a mo- 
wenS^^lsposed to maintaiii itself on the edge of * 
W(^i the Viceroy ordered ^ Colonel Rankbonrgr of 
tbe''9d Italian chaisi^ursv to marchMipon tfafU 
l^ofntfi' atid bring tham to action; The cos^ 
tsacks, who doublt^ss eonstttuted part of tkie re- 
guter troops, observed this moiremeht without 
i>eh9fg^thfii^^ted ; and when ^ai ohasfiatrs w&Pt 
oil thfe point of charging them^ ruftfaed from the 
wood^" copying " Hotira ! houra!*'--T>a cry since 
becoitee to6 celebrated, and wliieh^ the TavtaxB 
always use when they attack their esremies. Tie 
Italian chasseurs received them with great cool- 
ness. - The action "was smart, but of no duration, 
for the Cossacks seeing the Bavarian Hght-*horse 
advancing, quitted the field, leaving some pri- 
soners in our possession. 

The Russians still maintained their positions 
on the summit of the hifli, whence they kept up a 
galling fire on us as We advanced. Several bul- 
lets fell among a group of officers who surrounded 
the Prince. We speedily passed the ravine in 
spite of all opposition, and effected our junction 
with the advanced-guard of the grand army, coirf- 
manded by the King of Naples. That monarch 
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was distinguished from aiar by his white plume^ 
as statitlned at die head of hid troops. He animated 
them to the combat by his own example. 

As BMiA as the Viceroy was informed that thtf 
King of Naples was there, he ^vent to concert 
with him the necessary dispositions. The place 
of their conference wks not changed, and both 
o^ thettk discoursed with the utmost saing-^frmd^ 
Plough e^^posed to the Are of the "batteries, Mid 
9feeiftg those a^ronnd them feHing every minute bjt 
the lihdt of the! enemy. 

At the- approach of nightwe returned to Louzos, 
where we had no other sheltei- than some miser^ 
itble barns covered with thatch. -Hunger re* 
douUed our sufferings, and we had nothii^g to 
satisfy its ci*avings. At the same time we Mf^te 
close to the intrenched camp of Moja'idk, t^hete 
Kutusoff hoped to accotnplish our defeat ; and 
this he would certainly have effected, if he cotild 
only have detained us a few days before his for- 
midable lines. 

The position 6f Ghridneva, which the Rus- 
sians had defended on the preceding evening, 
was evacuated during the night. The King of 
Naples, ardent in pursuit (5th September), ra«. 
pidly advanced. The fourth corps, which con- 
tinued to flank the left wing of the a^tny, always 
kept at the distance of about a league from the 
main road. On leaving a wood infested by th^ 
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Cossacks, we passed through many villages that 
had been pillaged by these barbarians. The hor- 
rible desolation which marked their career ena- 
blisd us easily to follow their steps. Bding ar- 
rived at the foot of a hill, we discovered some of 
their squadrons on the top ranged in order of 
battle around a noble chateau which overlooked 
the neighbouring plains. The Viceroy immedi- 
ately, ordered the Bavarians to advance on this 
DOint, .>^ho, notwithstanding the difficulties of the 
ground, reached the summit in the greatest order* 
As our allies advanced,' the enemy retired: and 
as they descended the other side of the hill, our 
artillery-men directed upon them the cannon 
which had been planted on the terrace of the 
duiteau. We pursued them through the wood, 
and being arrived at an open place, we saw long 
columns of Russians defiling, who, . pursued by 
our troops, took up a position on an extensive 
plain at the summit of a hill about half a league 
distant, and where, it was said. Prince Kutusoff 
intended to hazard a decisi ve battle . On our right, 
we saw below us the abbey of Kolotskoi. The 
massy towers of this building gave, it the ap- 
pearance of a town. The coloured tiles with 
which it was covered reflected the rays of the sun 
through the thick dust caused by our immense 
cavalry, and served to heighten still more the 
gloomy and savage aspect which the whole sur^p 
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roundmg country presented. The Ruissians in- 
tending to arrest our progress here, had devastated 
in the most frightful manner.all the plain on which 
we were foi^ced to ehcanq). The corn, though 
yet green, had been cut, the woods destroyed, and 
the villages, burnt. In a word, we found no food 
for our h5)rse8, and no shelter for ourselves. 

We halted on a hill . During this time the cen- 
tre of the army vigorously pursued the eneniy, 
and obliged diein to retire upon the eminence 
which they had inlrenched. We remained in- 
active till nearly two o'clock in the afternoon^ 
when the Viceroy, foHowed only by his staff, re- 
connoitred the approaches to the Russian position. 
He had scarcely commenced, when our dragoons 
placed as sharp-shooters announced the approach 
of Napoleon. Immediately the name of the Eni- 
peror passed from mouth to mouth, and everyone 
awaited his arrival with the greatest impatience. 
He soon made his appearance followed by hi^ 
principal officers, and took his station on an emi- 
nence whence he could easily command the whole 
camp of the enemy. After having long and. at- 
tentively regarded their position, and carefully ob- 
served all the adjacent country, he began to hum 
some insignificant tune. He then conversed a 
moment with the Viceroy ; and mounting his horse, 
went to concert the plan of attack with the other 
generals. 
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. Th^ Viceroy dow otiatred the divisiom of DeW 
szoM atid Broussiftt to advance* The Italian guard, 
%KKh had bee^ left in the rear, ^as plitced 
fi[i t^6erye. These two divisions had scarcely 
reached the eminetice tthence they coi^ att^k 
ttte llwsdians, when a brisk fire of musketty coats- 
meneed on onr righty betweeii the sfaenrp^shoGters 
^ G«t^rd*s ditiskni (third division, fii*st corps), 
a^ <hode of the enemy. At first our troops a4- 
taiie^d eloi^ t^ ihe tavine which iteparated us 
ftbvik the enemy, but superior numbers oblig^ed 
lAteM to retire. 

The Rn^ians had a redbubt towards the right 
extremity of our arniy, whose dedtruetive fire 
cartied consternation through the ranks. They 
%ad constructed it to fortify their left wiiig, Which 
was the Weakest part of their intrenehed camp. 
N^tptileoh Understood this, and saw the niteesditf 
Of taking* tha* redoubt. The honour of the siflkff 
1*As eonfided to Compan's division (fourth divi- 
won, first corps), and these guUant men advanced 
to the attack with an intrepidity, which ensured 
tike Access of the enterprise. In the mestntime, 
f*iinfce t^oniatowski manoeuvred on our right with 
bis cstvalry, to turn the enemy's position ; and 
when he was at a proper distance, Compan*s di- 
vision attacked the redoubt, and succeeded in 
carrying it after an hour's fighting. The Russians 
completely routed, abandoned he neighbouring 
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^dtMQNls, «nd retreating in disorder towards the 
priacipal eminence, rejoined tbe centre of their 
army. 

Tbe division of Compans, in proving itself 
isrorthy of the brilliant enterprise with which it 
was intrusted, purchased that honour with con* 
siderable loss. The acquisition of this important 
position cost us the lives of 1,200 of our men, more 
than half of whom remained dead in the intrench* 
ments which they had so gloriously carried. As 
Napoleon was on the following morning reviewing 
the 61st regiment, which had sufiered most, he 
asked the colonel what he had done with one of 
his battalions. ^^ Sike," replied he, ^' it is in the 
redovbty 

The possession of the redoubt did not in the 
least determine the success of the battle. Before 
the general engagement began, Napoleon wished 
to turn the left wing of the Russians* They had 
forseen this mancenvre, and had placed the whole 
of the corps of Tutsekkoff (the third) and the mi- 
Ktia of Moscow in ambuscade behind the thick 
underwood which covered the extremity of their 
left; while the 2d, 4tfa, and 6th corps formed two 
lines of infantry in tbe rear, protected by the 
works which connected this grand redoubt with 
Ae wood. Our brave light troops recommenced 
the attack with redoubled vigour ; and although 
the day was nearly closed, the fire on both sides 
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eototidiifid with equdl futry. At tfaf Bame l^e^ 
80¥eral vil4a§pe0 on fife to the right spread arauini 
a frightful glare. The cries of the combatantey. 
and the fiwoies which were romited from a thou-' 
sand braseB mouths, and which can*ied every 
ivhere. desoktioa and death, completed the horror 
of the scene* Our corps, ranged in order of bat- 
tle^ received w ith intrepidity the fire of the eneffiy^ 
and eooUy closed the ranks, as soon as a cannon-^ 
ball had laid any of our comrades lpw« 

In the meantime, the night becoming more ob* 
scure abated the fire without abating our ardour ; 
and our s<4ditrs, uncertain of their aim, reserved 
th^eir strength and tibieir ammunition for the mor- 
row. Scarcely had we ceased firing, when the 
Ru6^an9| whose camp resembled avast amfphi- 
theatw, lighted innumerable fires. The whole of 
then: cam|i was one uninterrupted blaze of lights 
whkh, while it presented a grand and sublime ap- 
pearance, formed a striking contrast with our 
bivouac, where the soldieim, unable to procure 
wood, reposed in utter darkness, and heard no 
souapfd but the groans of the wou|ided« 

Our head ffuarters were establmbed on the spot 
where th^ Italiaa guard was placed in reserve* 
CoiK^hed in the underwood, we slept soundly 
after the fatigues of the da,y, in s^tte of an im-- 
petuou's wind, and a rain excessively cold. To^ 
wa]rds midnigbt .| was awakened by the chief m$ 
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xmr staff, who informed me thut tlie Emperaff 
wished for a plan of the ground which we had 
occupied the preceding evening. I trantmitl^d 
it to prince Eugene, who immediately aent itttt 
Napoleon. The next morning, at das^hreak (Oth 
of September), the Viceroy ordered vm t4> comt 
plete the plan by inspecting the whole line^ and 
approaching as near the enemy as I pMStbly could^ 
that I might the better discover the ex«ct Aaiture 
of the ground on which they were ^campedvttud 
especially to observe whether there were any 
masked batteries, or ravines unknown to us*. . 
In obedience to my instructions I advaiiced? and 
discovered that the Russian camp was situated be* 
hind the river Kologiia upon a narrow emmence^ 
and that its left was very much weakeiied by llid 
loss of the redmibt which we had taken the even»» 
ing before. In frcmt of die camp and opposite to 
us was the village of Borodino, an extrcsEoely 
strong position f, ^tuated at the confluence of a 

...-.■ ■■.■>. I ■ Mil ■» ■^■■■■■i—<.ii»ii» ■■■•■■ tmm ■*« — . ■ i^ W 1^ 

* The plan, which will be f(Miad here, has been e&gmm) 
sfier Hwt w^hkh the Viceroy mfd on the day ef batde. 

f Napoleon said in his bulletin of the battle of the Moekwa^ 
** The Viceroy, who formed our lefit, attacked and took thcf . 
*< village of Borodino, which the enemy coald not defend.'* "^ 
Prince Kutiuoff on the contmry wrote to the Emperor Aleie-r 
«id«r, ** The poution which I hare ckoaen in the viUage of Bo* 
^ fdmo, to one of the best tiwt can hft found inaflat OPWtiy. 
«< It is to be wished that the Fceneh would »ttiu:k 9s in tJUn 

»2 
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ttttle rivulet, with the Kologha. Upon this emi-^ 
nence w^re two grand redoubts about two hun- 
dred toises from each other. That on the right 
had fired on us the evening before ; that on the 
left was built on the ruins of a village which they 
had destroyed for this purpose. The latter re- 
doubt conununicated with Borodino by three 
bridges constructed upon the Koli^ha. This 
Tillage, and the rivulet which was in front, con- 
stituted the first line of the enemy's fortifications. 

The Italian cavalry had crossed the rivulet of 
Borodino at the extremity of our left; but the 
village situated on anemii^nce, was defended by 
a nmii£rous corps of Russian troops. All this 
ground was. exposed to the fire of their grand re- 
doubts, as well as that of several smaller masked 
batteries along the river. The enemy was per- 
fectly aware that our success on the. preceding 
evening had enabled us to cross the Kologha on 
our right, and push forward the greater part of our 
4roops to the rear of the eniinence on which their 
principal redoubt was placed. 

We passed the rest of the day in reconnoitring 



*< position.*' We made the attack, and the village was to vdl 
defended, that General Plansaiuie, and C<donel Demay of thenar- 
titlery, offioen of our oorpg,. were killed in the commenceinent 
of the action. The Russians have given to this bloody day the 
name of the Battle of Borodino. , 
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the position of the Russians. General- jDantfaou- 
ard caused the redoubts which were placed too . 
much in the reaif^ to be reconstructed ; and on the 
left some epaulments were thrown up, where can- 
non might be placed in battery. ' In fact^ all was. 
prepared for a decisive engagement, when, to-v 
wards evenipg, the Emperor sent a proclamation 
td the chiefs of the corps, with orders not to read, 
it to the soldiers till the next day, should they then, 
come to action ; for although the position was both^ 
advantageous and strong,. the enemy had so often'! 
declined giving battle, that it was to be feared they, 
would again act as they had done at Witepsk and. 
Valontina. . Here, however, our rapid marches, 
and the distance of our reserves^ had equalized* 
the forces of the oppoite parties, and the Russiana. 
were forced to come to action, if they would save 
Moscow, from which we were distant <^nly Sft 
leagues. In addition to this, tl^ fatigue of our 
soldiers, and the exhaustion of our horses, seemed 
to promise to the Russians an easy victory. On 
the other hand, we were well assured that we 
must either conquer or perish : and this idea in- 
spired us with such courage, that in spite of the 
numbers of the Russian army, and their impreg^^ 
nable intreiM^hments, we regarded our ^itrance 
into Moscow as certain and near at hand. 



* ]^ad> army consisted of 120» or ldO|000 men* 
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AltfeM^h, xrorn out with fatigue, we felt the 
Tt^ant of sleep, there were toany among us so 
enamoured of glory, and so fkisbed with the 
hope of the morrow's success, that they ivere ab- 
solutely incapable of repose. As they passM the 
wakeful hours, and the silence and darkness of 
iliidnight stole upon them, while the tires of the 
sleeping soldiers, now almost extinct, threw 
their last ray* of light over the heaps of arms 
jiiled around, they gave themselves up to pro- 
fbnnd meditation. They reflected on the won- 
derful events of our strange expedition ; they 
ibused on the result of a battle which was to de- 
cide the fate of two powerful empires ; they com- 
pared the stilness of the night with <he tumult of 
ijie morrow : they fancied that Death was now 
hfbvering over their crowded mnks, but total 
darkness prevented them from distinguishing 
iliio would be the unhappy victims. They then 
llhought of their parents, their country ; and the 
tiTlCertainty whether they should ever see these 
beloved objects again, plunged them into the 
deepest melancholy. Bmt suddenly, before da)^ 
break, the beat of the drum was heard, the offi- 
cers cried to arms, the men eagerly rushed to 
ifaeir dilTereilt lotions, and all, in order for 
battle, awaited the signal for action. The colo- 
iiete, placing themselves in the centre of their 
regimeote, ordered the immpet to srand, and 
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«very captain, surrounded by hid company, read 
^load the foUoiving.proelttiiatioH : — 

^^ Soldiers, 

^' This is the battle so much desired 1^ you ! 
** The victory depends on yourselves. It is now 

necessary to us. It will give us abundance of 
^' good winter-qnarters, and a prcmipt return 4o 

our country! Behave as at Austerlitz, at 
^* Friedland, at Witepsk, at Smolensko, and let 
** the latest posterity recount with pride your 
"conduct on this day; let them say of you,-^ 
^ * He was at the great battle under the walls of 
« ' Moscow.' '' 

Every one was penetrated with the truths con- 
tained in these energetic words, and replied to 
them by reiterated acclamations. Some were iml- 
mated by the love of glory, others flattered by 
the hope of reward, but all were convinced, that 
imperious necessity compelled us to ccmquer or 
to die. To the sentiment of self-preservation, 
were added ideas of duty and of valour. Every 
heart was animated, every breast proudly swelled, 
and each flattered himself that this important 
day might place him in the rank of those pri- 
vileged men, who were born to eKcite the envy 
of their cptemporaries, and the admiration of 
posterity. ^ . - . . 

Such wwe the feelings of the army, when a 
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ra^aiit suH) buntiDg from the thickest fogj Aone 
on many of us for the last time. It is reporfecU 
that at this sight. Napoleon exclaimed to those 
around him» '' Behold the sun of Austerlitz.^ 
The army hailed the happy presage» and was 
^ectrjfied by the glorious recoU^titMi. 

The grand manceuvres which the first and fifth 
corps, commanded by the Prince of Eckmuhl, 
made at the extremitiea of our right, clearly 
proved that the decisive combat vt^as about to 
commence. The armies were in sight of each 
other» the cannoneers at their pieces, and all 
awaited in anxioua silence the signal of attack. 
At length (7th September), at six o'clock pre- 
cisely, the firing of a cannon from our principal 
battery announced that we w ere engaged *. One 
hundred and twenty pieces of artillery placed on 
our right an&wered to the signal. General Per- 
netti placed himself at the head of the division of 
Compans, with a battery of thirty 'pieces, and 
forcing his way through the wood, turned the 
entrenchments of the enany. At half past six 
General Compans was wounded, and at seven the 
Prince of Eckmuhl had his horse killed under 
him. The Duke of Elchingen likewise ad- 
vanced, and protected by i^xty cannfui which 
General Fouche had placed in battery on the pre* 

« See tbe pkaof the fidd of batUe. 
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eisdmgr evmng, attacked the eentife of the Rti»» 
siitQ aimy. He wa» supported by the cavali^ 
of General Lateur*Maabcrarg, who Ttgoroudy 
charged the maafies of the enemy, who ware 
formed into squares around the .grand redoubts. 
At the samce time the division of Detzons 
Biai*€hed upon the village o£ Borodino to which 
the enemy had already set fire. Our troops iuk 
mediately crossed the rivulet, arrived at the vil- 
Jage, and carried it at the point of the bayonet. 
Orders had been given that they should confine 
thenu^lves to the occupation of this position ; 
but, carried away by the enthusiasm natural to 
Frenchmen^ they passed the river Kologba, and 
took possession of one of the bridges which con* 
neeted the village with the eminence. General 
Plausanne, wishing to moderate the ardour of the 
soldiers of the 106th,. hastily ran to the bridge to 
recall them, when a ball struck him in the middle 
of his body. On tUs occasion the bravery of the 
92d regiment deserves the highest praise* Seeing 
that the 106th had ventured too far, it crossed the 
bridge of Borodino, and hastened to the succour 
of that regiment, which inevitably without its 
aid must have been destroyed. 

While the division of Delzons possessed itself 
of Borodino, that of Breussier^ crossing the Ko» 
logha under the eminence, lodged itself in a ra<^ 
.viae near the principal redoubt,, whence the 



Digitized by 



Google 



13B THS^cfliMKVU^ 

'CBemy. poured a honrible fire. The Vieeroj, in 
addition to hb own pprpsv he^ i^ow imder fab 
orderaUiff division af Gerard maui Morand, Ibrm- 
ing the first and third ^{ the fiirt cerpa. At aiglit 
o'clock Morand's division, which bad been at- 
ready engaged, and formed the ri^ extreme ^ 
the fourth corps, waa Tvarmly attacked at the «m^ 
ment that it was preparing to march np^n die 
redoubt, a movement which ought to have be^a 
immediately seconded by Gerard's divi»o&. Ne* 
vertheless while General Morand sustained the 
fksperate attacks of the enemy, he detaehed the 
30th regiment upon his left, ta take possessi^m 
of (he redoubt. The position was soon carried, 
our artillery crowned the heights, and seized the 
advantage which for more than two hours tiie 
Russians had had over as. The gons, to whos^ 
destructive fire we had been atf long exposed^ 
were now turned against the enemy, and the battle 
was tost to the llussiajas when they imagined that 
it was but just begun. Part of their artillery was 
taken, and the rest retreated to their rear. Prince 
Kutusoff saw that every thing was lost, yet deter- 
mined to make one effort more, and to maintaia 
the reputation which be had acquired by the seiv 
vice of half a century, he nenewed the combat, 
asid attadced with all hie forces the stndog po^^ 
tiona M'^faich had just been cimried« Three hun» 
dred pieces of cannon anranged on these beif^itr 
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sf^refiid 'd(^va^atioH asid deatb Amcrng his im^ks, 
^hd Im disheartened soldiery perislied ^ tbe feet 
of thbie raKn)^dit» w%kh tUey bad fhefiisdl^^et 
raised, aAd which they rega^rded as the bulwark 
ef Moscow their ^^eneraWc and sacred city. 

The 80th regiment, attacked on eveiy side, was 
Hnable to keep the redoubt which it had carried, 
not being supported by the thiid division which 
wasf scarcely yet drawn up in order of battle. 
This gallant regiment, commanded by General 
Bonami, was therefore constrained to yield to 
the superior force which overwhelmed it, and, 
rgoined its division with the loss ef its general: 
That division, with GeneralOerard's, continued 
to maintain itself on the bill, and to withstand 
the utmost effi>rte of the Russians. 

The enemy, encouraged l^ the success he had 
just obtained, brought forwand his reserve, with 
the hope of striking a decisive Wow. It was 
partly composed of the imperial guard. Having 
concentrated all his forces, he attacked our centre, 
on which our right had now wheeled. For a 
moment we feared that our lines would have been 
llrok^n, mA that we should have lost the redoubt 
3ite Ittid gained the preceding evening ; but Ge- 
HeraA f^iMf tmnmg up wi^ twenty-four pieces 
40tf oatmon arrested their progress, mowing down 
tifikole rafilmata time, who continued two hours 
€it|>ased W a *l^re of »gf ape;«ikM^, neidier dwingtb 
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advance nor willing to retreat. While titey re^ 
nwned in this uncertainty, tli^e King of Napka 
profited by it to snatch from tbem a Tiotory wkich 
they had considered as their own* He ordered 
the cayalry of General Latour ]\|%abouig tq 
charge, who penetrated by the openings which 
the grape-shot had made^ in the squares of the 
Russians, and in the squadipns of their cuiras^ 
siers. Disconcerted by a mamnuyre so bold, 
they gave way, and dispersed themselves in everjr 
direction. 

The Viceroy seized this decisive moment, . andt 
flying to the right, ordered a simultanepua attack 
of the grand redoubt by the first, third, and four-^ 
teenth divisions. Having arranged all three in 
order of battle^ the troops advanced - with cool 
intrepidity. They approached the very intrench- 
ments of the enemy, when a sudden^ discharge of 
grape-^hot from the whole of the Russian artil- 
lery spread destruction and consternation through 
our ranks. Our troops were staggered at this 
Utal reception ; but the Prince knew, how to rej 
animate their courage by calling to the recql« 
lection of each regiment the circ^niplancM in 
which it had formerly covered. itself withgiray. 
To one he said, ^' Preaerve that valow which kas 
*' gained you the title 4>f Invincible ;" to anojOiar, 
'^ Remember, your rqiutation di^nda on this 
'' day;'' then, turnii^ towar4s,the Qth of tl|» 
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Hue, he said to tbiem with emotion^ " Brave sol- 
'* diers, remember you were with me at Wagram, 
" whenwe broke the enemy's centre." By these 
words, and still more by his example, he so in* 
flamed the ardour of his tro<yps, that shouting 
widijoy, they again marched with eagerness to 
the redoubt. His highness riding along the line, 
arranged the attack with the utmost coolness, and 
led it himsdf at .the head of Broussier's division, 
while General NatiMiaty, at the head of the first 
division o{> the heavy cavalry of General Saint- 
Germain, vigorously chained the squadrons of 
the enemy iiiuch were at the right of the redoubt, 
and cleared the plain as far as a ruined village. 
Hie brigade of carabiniers under the orders of 
Genemls ' Paultre and Chouard, * put ' to flight all 
that opposed it, and with the chasseurs of Ge- 
neral Pajel covered themselves with glory. 

At this instiint a^ivision of cuirassiers, froin 
tiie centre of the hrmy rushed on the redoubt, 
and offered to our astonished sight a grand and 
sublime spectacle*. . > The whole eminence which 
overhung us: appeared in an instant a mass of 
nidving iron: tbfe glitter of the arms, and the 
rstys of the sun, reflected from the helmets and 
cuirasses of the dragoons, ihingled with the 
flames of the cannon that on every side vomited 

« Sce.tbe plan of tfae fidd of batfle. 
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ibrth deafhv gave to the redoubt tbe appearance 
of a voleaaia ia die midst of the army. 

llie enemy^a infantry, placed near this point, 
b^ittd a rarine, kept up so destructive a Are on 
mn coirassiers, that tibey were obliged imme- 
diately to retii'e. Our infantry took their place. 
They \rere sappoHed by thd third corps of ea-^ 
Talry commanded by Generals Chasbel, Thiry^ 
and DomnnBget, wbo eharg^ and orerthrew 
every thing whkh it finind in its way. The audes* 
de^camp Carbonel, Tnrenoe, and Grammonty 
Trere wounded at Ae side of Count Grtmcby. 
The Geneihl himself wasi slvitck Boat afterwards; 
but the redoubt was ours. In lorcing' die in» 
treBchments, our troofia inade a horrible massacre 
of die Russians, whose efforts to retain the re- 
doubt rivafled ours to carry it. 

In spite of tbe enemy ^s tremendous fire, the 
Viceroy and hia staff remained at the head of 
Broussier-s division^ followed by the ISth and 
SOth regiments, and rtisfaH^ on the redoubt, 
entered it by tixe breast-^wcnrk, and massacred on 
their pdeceS the cannoneers that served them. 
Prince Kutnsoff, astonished at this attadk, iifci* 
mediately ordered the cuirassiers of the guard to 
advance and endlavour to retake the position. 
These were the best of ^dieir cavalry. The diock 
between their cuirassiers and ours waa therefore 
teiTible ; and one naay judge of Hit fury with 
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which b<)th pfartie^ foughti when the enewy, in 
quitting the field, 1^ it li^ompl^tely €<»^r^ mth 
dedA. Iti the midst df tlm» frightful encouastert 
erer glorimis for the staff of the fourth owffB^ the 
yoo^S Sajmt Mareelin de Font^in^ n 93 wpjufided. 
He was otae of the ArtA wbp! f^nitered tberQ^Quht 
and received a stroke from aisahre m the n^pe of 
the neck, Thi$ wt(H»id proimred him rthe crcm 
of Ae Jteg'ion of honour bei8tQw^<} on theftajji q£ 
|>afctle; a reeon^eose the more fiattering^ t^ himv 
aa be wan o&Ty old enough: to eSB^t^tai* Ihtriee^ 
pertalifon of iperiting it «i| some f^t^rejj^i&^i,. u 
' , The interior of the J^d^piM ; pis?p(eatfi4 aj h^trii 
apeetacf^. /. The doad weffc ifaeaped on ^^ anoi. 
then. T)be %ble crie^.^jT t^ F^^apit^ w^a 
acar^ljf ,beai*d anud il(« sui^ttading; j^mult 
Arms of eveiQrdescrApti^ wer^ifcfi^eii^doyer tfai^ 
field ;0f batljle. The parapets htlf dwialisbiid 
bad their eml^rasiires eoH^ely: destroyed. Their 
plaees w^re distiiiguiahed only by. the eaili¥M» tte 
greater part of. which were di^mounte^ and se- 
parated fipofii the broken ^cwtis^^. In 1k^ midst 
of this seei^ of carnage, { 4iscover^ t^ bodjr 
of a Rttssiim cannoneer doewated with three 
crosses* In nue hand he held a broken sword, 
and with the other fimady gra^^ped the carriage of 
thq gun at which he had so valiantly fougiit. 
. AU the Rusaian soldiers in the redoubt chose 
rather to perish than to yield, The general who 
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commanded them, would have shared their iate 
if his valour had not saved his life. This brave 
soldier had sworn to die at his post, and he would 
have kept his oath. Seeing^ all his companions 
dead around him, he endeavoured to precipitate 
himself on our swordls, and he would have ine- 
vitabjy met his death, had not the honour of 
takkig such a prisoner arrested the cruelty of the 
soldiers. The Viceroy received him with kind- 
ness, tand committed bim to the care of Colonef 
Asselin, to conduct him to the Emperor, who 
duribg the whole of this memorable day re- 
maided^onstantly in the rear of the cen^e, and 
execirt«fd some grand mano^vres with the first 
corps and the Poles on' the extremity of the right. 
The Prince of Eekmuhil (Davoust), by turning 
the Russians at this point, was tif material ser- 
vice to the Duke of ESichingen (Ney) in the 
bloody and reiterated attacks which he made with 
the third corps to force the centre of the enemy. 
* Bagfrationh obstinately resisted all our attempts 
on the left of the Russians, and reinforced by 
the gre^^adiers of the divisions of StrogonolTand 
WoronSow, drove back the Poles with consider- 
able loss : but tibe 0uke of Elchingten (Ney) hav- 
ing strongly supported them with the Westpha- 
Jians, they were enabled again to resume the 
offensive. That marshal uniting the division of 
Ledru with those of Morand and Gerard^ bU 
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^oked the ^nemy at tlie sftme time with the Prince 
Bugepe, wd pen^trsited into the yefy centre of 
the Russian lines, having in his front numerous 
hatteries, which carvied t^Xfot and destruction 
through the enemy's ranks. This intrepidity en*» 
sured us the victory, and gained the Buke of 
£lehingen a reputation for talent and courage, 
whkb w^ll immortalize him- 

The Ykeroy'a attention bad bemettticel^ taken 
np hy Ae ^iewttye, whm it wa» wcaJled to his left 
by a grand movement of cavalry directed by ^e 
enemy on that point- General Dtebons, who 
»inde the moping bad been menaced by this 
cavalry, formed hm first biigade into a squaref 
on the left of Borodino. Several times he was 
on ^e point of being attacked ; but the enemy 
seeing that no impression could be made on him, 
advanced to the extremity of our left, and com- 
menced a brisk attack on our light cavalry com" 
m^mded by Count Omano, whkh were for a 
moment thrown into disorder. The Prince, who 
happened to he on the spot, thi^ew himseif int^ 
the middle of a squ^e fcnrmed by the 8^^, and 
prepared to set it in motion, when the cossaeks 
were in their jturn repulsed, and takmg to flight, 
disengaged our left. Every thiaig wais tiien re- 
stored to the greatest order. 



* See thft fluiof. the fidbLofi b^ttte. 
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The Prince was found at all points, exhorting* 
every officer to do his duty, and reminding him, 
that on this day depended the glory of France. 
He was seen at all the batteries, causing them to 
advance in proportion as the enemy gave way; 
and, braying every peril, he himself instructed 
the cannoneers how to direct their fire. His aide- 
de-camp, Maurice Mejean, who had been present at 
every post of danger from the beginning of the da:y, 
now received a wound in the thigh ; while General 
Gifflenga and thd equerry Bellisomi had their 
horses killed under them. His highness had at 
one time placed himself on the parapet of the 
grand redoubt, surrounded by his officers, and 
thence remarked from the embrasures all the 
movements of the enemy, paying no attention to 
the bullets which frequently whistled near him. 
Among the persons who composed his suite was 
Colonel de Bourmont, whose great merit was 
only equalled by his rare modesty. He had dis- 
mounted with the other officers, and was leaning 
on the pommel <5f his saddle, when General Guil- 
leminot letting a paper fall, the colonel stooped 
to pick it up. That motion saved his life, for at 
, that very instant a cannon-ball passed through the 
breast of his horse. 

Although we had taken two redoubts, the 
^nemy had still a third, situated on another emi- 
nence, and separated by a ravine. Thence served. 
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they kept up an incessant fire on our regiments, 
some of which were sheltered by a wood, and 
others were behind • the grand redoubt. We re^ 
mained several hours in this state of inaction, 
well persuaded that Kutusoff was prepariiig to 
retreat. The artillery alone vomited from every 
side flames and death. At this period General 
Houard was killed by a grape-shot, while com- 
manding the second brigade of the thirteenth 
division. He was companion in arms to General 
Plausanne, and they perished on the same day. 
United in their lives, they were not separated in 
death; for they were both interred on that field 
which had witnessed their gallantry. 

For more than ten hours we had sustained with 
intrepidity the attacks of the enemy, and although 
the battle was^ot yet concluded, there was not a 
corps that had not to lament the death of one or 
more of its chiefs. I should make too long a 
digression from my subject were I to enumerate 
all the generals who purchased with their lives 
the success of this bloody day ; but there were 
some, who by their courage and their virtue had 
gained the esteem of all the army. They excited 
that universal regard which brave men alone can 
inspire. They were the subject of general ob- 
servation and applause while living, iand .the cir- 
cumstances of their death will be read with the 
liveliest interest. Among these I ought to in* 
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ehide Genand Ai^wtw Cmiliiieovprt, wlm <wtt 
killed a$ lie enteikse^ 4be igff^4 ffedoubt bI <tfae 
tead jof the ^ ewMsknh^. Cut deum m At 
flower <rf his 9^y he liad ^knfialed »om cMofaats 
tima yefUTB. To the unJcmr of a isokber lie «iiited 
thepoUteneflB of ^he gantlemaa, and mss ricldyie» 
dowed nith «|1 Ab .i|ualitiGa and ail tine virtom 

aides Generals I^uaamie iiiid JiovMird, ;of ^viiom i 
boiFe just Viowmpdhsm, we were deftived ^tf Idie 
services of the Genecais of Brt^de ijoaipere and 
Marion, as weU *as <jienaral>G<iniKtl.e|ieU ted^ 
de^cauqi to die Kiiig of Wea^aiia ; aer shoidd 
we omit the just tnhute of irespedt due to <iie 
memoi^ <if the intrepid MontiMrun. His un- 
daunted bravery bad ilong «iitspired ub nqth a 
melancholy presentiment Ihs^t such a warrior 
must necessarily perish on the field of battle. A 
worthy successor of General Lassale, ^e died like 
bim ; and like him he was an honow^toour lig^ 
cavalry. The number of generals wounded 
amounted to thirty, aqiong whom were the<Se^ 
nerals in Chief Grouc^, Nansouty, and Latour 
Mauboui^, and thC'Generalsof Bivisicm Fmant, 
Rapp, Compans, Dessaix, Lahoussage, he. 

The Russians lost about 40^000 men, and 50 
generals killed or wounded. Among tthe last 
were the Princes Bagration (who died a few cbtys 
afterwards), and Charles of Mecklenboui^, and , 
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noviritzin, Gregoff, Woronsow, Krapowilsm, mat 
ik€ two BoehmMm^f. 

Altiioug;h thie victory ww oiii3», the eaniMttir 
roared with unabattted fuiy, 9ii4 coBtinned te 
orerwheiBi new ;?icttiKM^ TbrVicerogr, emer in- 
dcfitti^aible and umnijadfttl of dioigper^ was an 
every pant of the field .of h^aMle, exposed to a 
shower of grape-shot and bullets* Thii firing 
stiU <^ntinued, mt^ in Hh^ .ey^sing it wii3 so 
hmkLy maintauied, ithat Ibe legion <>f the Viatulat 
coiaiftaiided by (Sen/^al X^jb^mrj^e> was lorcod^ t^ 
kneel* downtbehindiihe grand jsedoubl; iW.e le^ 
mainod w^ure than an hour in this nnconrfortable 
positlo.n^ when the Prince of Neufchatel (Berthier) 
coming up, had an interview with the Viceroy 
which lasted till near daiic. Their conference 
beic^ ended, Prince JSqgene issued difierei|t 
4H^ei!s to hi» ^lYmQxj^ .^nd ih^ .^vipg ceaja^. 
Xhe en^ai^-ji^ lln^mtf^se.^niet, and only fired a 
few shot at interrats, winle the sitence of tiie last 



;i9MC0 mt^. Thejio^ of , AeiF?;^^ ^I9<9w^d1|0 vpf^i^ff 
|Nisi^iii9.Wia9^.3d^(¥3^* TtneF^EeDclijfited QO^QOO cai^kqos wads fi^p 

bamt or buried on the field of battle. Translator's note. 
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redoubt, gave us reason to believe that the Rns-' 
sians were preparing to retreat on the road to 
Mojaisk. 

The weather, which had been very fine during 
the day, became towards evening cold and damp. 
The whole army bivouacked on the ground it had 
gained. This encampment was most cruel: 
neither men nor horses had any thing to eat, and 
the want of food exposed us to all the rigour of a 
cold frosty night. 

The next day (8th September) we returned, at 
an early hour, to the field of battle*. What was 
predicted the preceding evening had actually 
taken place. The enemy, seeing the intrepidity 
with which we carried their redoubts, despaired 



*. Labaume had just before told us, that << the whole army 
** bivouacked on the ground it had gained." He now says, 
" The next day we returned, at an early hour, to the field of 
•* battle." This seeming incondstency is easily recondled,. by 
referring to the plan of the batttle, where it appears, that though 
th^ troops did biToua^k on the grpuud which they had gained, the 
Viceroy, to whos§ staff Labaume was attached, re-crossed the 
river, and encamped at a considerable distance. The simple &ct 
appears to be, that after a combat of unequalled fury, no very 
decided advantage was gained by either party. The Rusaan 
right wing maintained its position, and the left wing loirt very 
little ground. That little ground was however occupied by the 
French, on the night succeeding to the combat, and during that 
night the Russians retreated in the greatest order. Trmslaior^s 
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of maintaining their position, and resolved to 
evacuate it during the night. As we passed over 
the ground which they had occupied, we were 
enabled to judge of the inunense loss that the 
Russians had sustained. In the space of a square 
league, almost every spot was covered with the 
killed or wounded. On many places the burst^^ 
ing of the shells had promiscuously heaped toge- 
ther men and horses. The fire of our howitzers 
had been so destructive that mountains of dead 
bodies were scattered over the plain ; and the 
few places that were not encumbered with the 
slain, were covered with broken lances, muskets, 
helmets, and cuirasses, or with grape-shot and 
bullets, as numerous as hailstones after a violent 
storm. But the most horrid spectacle was the 
interior of the ravines ; almost all the wounded 
who were able to drag themselves along, had 
taken refuge there to avoid the shot. These 
miserable wretches, heaped one upon another, 
and almost suffocated with blood, uttering the 
most dreadful groans, and invoking Death with 
piercing cries, eagerly besought us to put an end 
to their torments. We had no means to relieve 
them, and could only deplore the calamities inse- 
parable from a war so atrocious. 

While the cavalry pursued the enemy, the 
Viceroy ordered his engineers to destroy the 
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redoubt : and, a« the foorth coirpd liemftiiMii eik- 
camped on the field of battle, it ^mm prentim^d 
we shonld pads the night ihete. His highnefti 
had also ordered his suite to establish them^^lTed 
in the church of Borodino, the only building 
that had escapfed the flames; but it was filled 
wilti the wounded, and the surgeons Were em- 
ployed in dressing and amplitating. The staff of 
the Ptince then proceeding to establish thehr 
quarters in the village of Novoe, on the banks of 
the Kologfaa, near the road fo Mojali^, w^re on 
the point of entering the castle, when son^ par* 
ties of c€«^aekis obliged them precipltetely to 
retreat. 

In the meantime the Vicferoy being infoftided 
that the fifteenth division had at fen^ returned 
Iroin Witepi^, and rejoined their c6tps, received 
oitlbrs to advance. Beiiig arrived at the tillage 
below which was the redoubt abandonied by the 
enemy, we left the high road of Mojaidk, which 
Was pursued by the centre c6rps on our right, and 
H^arcbed along* the Kologha. We were cohvihc^d 
in &is march tfiat it w^ould have been iAipossible 
to have turned the right of the Rnsl^^ns on the 
preceding evening. They had not only many 
bodies of reserve on that side, but lils:'eWise seve- 
ral masked batteries alcfng the river. Within 
half a leag^Ae'of the village of Krashoe, w&fonnd 
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fiMt oA^r great ir^Mibte ialte form of at^ara,* 
which defended the road, at the right of tfve tii- 
trenched cMip of Bolodino. 

Quitting the field of batfle, we left a ^taoli. 
ment of all the fitn^^glem that cMdd be ebllectied, 
under the command of Cdonel Bonmiontf 'wiAt 
orders to defend the positicQEi. tie very isfcilfoRf 
accomplished this difficult task, and afleir destMy- 
ing the enemy"^ woiIls, refoined us in a few darf a* 
Duriilg this time he liTed in tiie inidst of the 
dead and the dying, and was obliged to pro- 
eure Iris provisions at a distance ctf^more tiian ftte 
leagues. 

The chateau of Krasnoe, and the villilge of the 
fttme name, are situated Hear the Moid^wa. Hk 
following morning we crossed this riyer, and pr^ 
pared to attack Moja^fik by the left bioik; but the 
Viceroy with his escort advaniced only to tte 
snburhs. Here we saw this unhappy town enm- 
loped in flames. The inhabitants had fled, attd 
our dragoons made only a few prisoners wlio 
were found in the houses on this side of the riiier. 
iSey«ral batteries estaMiriied on an eminence 
beyond Mojsosk, proved to us that we were mds- 
lers of it In eKitct we learned that Napeiton had 
takenitafl)6ran obstinate engagement, <and that 
Ae efi€tey in bunring tfie town had not aban- 
dMed It withoiiit makib^ « brave deftnee, leitvii^ 
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the. streets and squared filled with the d&aud and 
the dying. 

Our staff examined the environs of Mojaisk, 
when the fourth corps, moving to the left, fol« 
lowed a high road through a thick wood, beyond 
which we saw a considerable village, and at a 
little distance, a larger one called Vedenskoe. 

On this delightful spot was a chateau^ the fur- 
niture of which corresponded with the beauty of 
the exterior; but it was entirely pillaged in aa 
instant, without any other advantage than some 
thousands of bottles of wine, which were seized 
by the soldiers. 

Pursuing our route through thick underwood 
and briers, we arrived at a large village, called 
Vrouinkovo, where we understood the head- 
quarters were to be established. On entering it, 
we saw on an eminence at a distance some very 
neat houses, and four steeples elegantly con- 
structed. We were about to halt in this village 
where abundance seemed to reiga, when it was 
minounced that the fourth corps was to proceed 
to a town of the name of Rouza, the steeples of 
which were . plainly perceived. When we left 
Vrouinkovo we met a great number of peasants 
with carts loaded with their most valuable furni- 
ture and property. A sight so new excited, our 
astonishment, and asking Colonel Ass^lip what 
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could be the reason of this singular assemblage, 
he answered me as follows : 

<^ In proportion as our armies advanced into 
^^ the interior of Russia, the Emperor Alexander, 
^^ seconding the wishes of the nobility, and foU 
^* lowing the example of Spain, endeavoured to 
^* make this a national war. Accordingly the 
^^ nobility and the priests have by persuasions and 
^* by bribes induced all the peasants who were 
^' dependent upon them to rise en niM^a'against 
^^ us. Of the numerous districts which have ad- 
^^ hered to this system of defence, that of Rouza has 
^' shewn itself the most ^^alous. The whole po» 
'^ pulation, animated by their seigneur who had 
^^ declared himself the chief of the insurrection, 
*' was properly organized, and ready to join the 
^' Russian army, as soon as they should receive 
" the necessary orders. 

" As Rou2a was at a distance of five or six 
'Vlei^es from the high road, the inhabitants 
** had flattered themselves that we should not 
^^ pass through their town, and had conse- 
^' quently remained secure and tranquil. What 
^* was their surprise, or rather their terror,'' con- 
tinued the colonel, ^' when I was sent by the 
*' Viceroy, and presented myself with a dozen 
*^ of Bavarian light horse before the town ! The 
'* dismayed peasants rushed from their houses, 

hastily harnessed their horses to the carts which 
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^ yon iidwise«s aad fl^ ^^itb Umb tatutm predpu 
•* tation. 

*^ The meSt, lM^mv6r, wh^ hod bean eiiroIie4 
** for the lel^, c<4)e€ted at tte voiee of ttheir lord, 
*^ and armed with {>oles, l^aceS) and scythes, 
** assembled in Ifaesqusrre, and trnmediately ad^ 
*< vanced iiolr^irds (is ; bn« this timid popubc€^ 
^< couMliet te«i)Bt a few soldierg accustomed tb 
^^ battle, and presently te6k to flight. The chief 
*^ alone evinced fti^te 'ik^nesik Heaifaited u» 
*^ oh the square, ^d armed ititii a poioard, 
'* menaced all who wmmioned hifti io sufreoder. 
^* * J?bw ^d»» / survive *he iHsh^mou/t of mp ififun^ 
*' * fty?* cried hfei ibBiaing nnith rag^, ^Ot^r 
" ^ altdts ^^ere iio itidr^^ Xh^ emptpeisdi^nmd! 
** * (RrAr^ ^3^ /g^, if ^> orftk^i^ ^0 iti*/' ;W^ wished 
^^ to cahn him, and end^yoored to W¥^n<ih ^his 
^^ poinard from him : but h^ bisSaml^ itiore Cutious, 
** and wounded ^veMl ^f i»ur soldSei^ wii6 then 
*< listen^ only to i^iv«i^, killed 4^m wiA re- 
" peatediMabs of the bayonet. 

^* Ttns'wato -scaMrdy etiis^d wbftn the ad- 
^* ^anceAgtiArd ctf fee Ifewrtfe toifps <ifttered 
«Roul!a. *<)ntayt^itlng'¥*«i|iid h^af^ 
^Mntitfued the colonel, ^ they imtiiedliilely poiru 
"^ sned the )>eas«l(ii whfo had fl^ ^vrilfe their 
^' effects and th«iir cialtle. They soon came up 
** with ^lem, and those whom you see here are 
*' |»art of the fugitives escaped from Roum* Go 
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« jutp the lawmi' a^Wed be, ^' and you will teo 
^* mmy wore of th^m/* 

Ag we tfppro^hed ti^p tf^iys, we msv a great 
D^j^aM^rof tjbueae eart$ hto/a^t back by the 4ra^ 
g0<His. It wa^ aa affiscting i^pepta^le to behold 
tj^e^e vehicles lo9i^ with childrep and old people^ 
The be^itwad pierced with gi^f |:o thiuk hpw 
i^oou oHr aoldiei^ would divide anong them ti^ 
§af ts^d hors^ which constituted the solp fortune 
of these dl>s»consQla|e failles. 

At length we ^wljered Hp\m; m^ as w^? adt 
l^noed to the y^ry qe^trft rtf Ifte town, we saw 
in ei^ry atmet, a crowd eif a oldiers pill^ing the 
houses, unmindfnl of Iftie cries of the inl]^bitant9» 
or ijbe teai« of the mi^thei^, who, to soften til)9 
beafts of the conquerors, pwee^nted their children 
an their kmees, bathed in tears> and distractadly 
wmgio^ their hands, these interesting creatures 
begged only &r tiieir lii^s, and those of their 
h^abes. This rage for plu»der was jnslified in 
some, mho dying with hungser only sought after 
provisions ; but others, under ^ik pretence, pilr 
kged «vBry thing, iEuid jewen liohbed the women 
and cdiildnen of the veiy cidthes which cpvered 
them. 

The Viceroy ^ad arrived sev^al houro with his 
staff only. He had left tbe!di.visionsof infantry 
nd Ibe royal guards, wAio to*da{f encamped In 
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our rear, between Rouza and Vrouinkoro^ Eveiy 
one, enchanted to find himself in so delightful a 
town as Rouza, gave himself up to the security, 
or rather the disorder, which abundance produces 
after long privations ; when suddenly some Bava- 
rian light horse, who had been sent to recon- 
noitre, returned at full speed reporting that several 
squadrons of cossacks were advancing towards 
the town. It would be difficult to describe the 
sensation produced by this news. The tranquil- 
lity that we had enjoyed, contrasted with the im- 
minent danger which now threatened, produced 
a most sudden ti*ansition from the liveliest joy to 
the deepest despair. " The cossacks are here /'* 
cried one; ^' There they come/" cried another, 
quite aghast. " What can we oppose to them ?** 'we 
asked one another. ^^ Nothing hut some miserable 
^^ soldiers^ come hither to plunder the peasants.** 
This was however our only resource. They were 
immediately assembled in the square, but they 
wer« only about sixty in number, and half of 
them without arms. 

The Viceroy, informed of the cause of the 
alarm, mounted his horse, and ordered his officers 
to follow him. We hastened out of the town, and 
entered the plain ; but to our surprise, instead of 
finding several squadrons, we could only perceive 
about a dozen horsemen, and these at so great a 
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distance that we could scarcely distinguish them. 
Some Bavarian light horse who were with us ad- 
vanced to reconnoitre, land reported that they were 
really cossacks ; but by their small number, and 
timid and cautious march, we were perfectly as- 
sured that we had nothing to fear from them. 

As these cossacks might however have been de- 
tached from a considerable corps, the Prince 
thought it necessary to confirm the order which he 
had already given for some troops to advance ; but 
he modified it so far as to content himself with two 
battalions instead of the whole of the thirteenth di- 
vision which had at first been ordered. These two 
battalions encamping before Rouza dissipated our 
fears. Every one now returned quietly to his lodg- 
ings, where a table well served, and excellent wines, 
made us soon forget the alarm we hadexperienced^ 

The following day we remained at Rouza. The 
Viceroy profited by this repose to make the chief 
of his staff draw up a circumstantial report of the 
celebrated battle of the 7th of September, in 
which the fourth corps had particularly distin- 
guished itself. 

. While the thirteenth and fourteenth divisions 
laid before the Emperor their claims on his re- 
gard, the fifteenth division, not less deserving 
than the rest, but deprived of the honour of fight- 
ing in the battle of the Moskwa, was likewise 
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ittctij Mlft4l«d tp dial^gaiJtfbed notipe ip cqiv- 
mden^imn of the qwn^rlf spi I^rdi^hip^ which it 
bfi4 nacl^i^PBe in i|» expieditioo |:o Wit^p»k. Thi» 
iir^y^ ^l^ifipn? proceeding eowta^itly thrpugh ft 
jQluqsby coflplyy^ aud ineetiag oaly with departed 
and rfii^fgpd ?il|ag^9, w^s frequently destitute of 
|irpj^iM9ii^, ^pd al^t^^'ii^^^PfPfi^l^^d to biyou^ dur* 
|iii^ |%e wght, wWle pyepy dfy it m^e the ffipat 
^fLi^H) »^d li!9)*a^Qg ff^^rehes to attack an mm^fj 
wbif^b <9fev9i^4^ »|; itp ^pev^i^ce. For yearly 
twenty 4io* *l PWF imly l}i^ jfield^ wljicb we bad 
«oi»pj«idy Ja«dFWtej wd ^ Jepgt^, wpfti out 
fn|h l^iiger, .^/i^fii)^, l»d diafea* e, thi? lUKfop- 
^|9W4^ ^iyiSWifci Wi9f^ wps w,9irtby c^ a l^ejtpr |Me, 
isoujlli ^Piot ro?^^ ^ojpp^if^ ^U 1^ dfty ^fter the 
J^9^. Tl)e #it^e^e9 jths^ It ]^ endui]^, and 
.^^infilly jtl^e gne»t lopaes ifhpd gi^ained, obliged 
Ae Yi^noy to kaye ijt in rei^ye. It w^ the 
bigh^ prppf of. efUteepQi wbiich the P^ii^ce coul4 
)hestow» <to wnite th€«p ii^i(^ t^e he^^ pf ^^ 
oroy^d i^uwdl^, the gprejtter parjt of jprj^onj ii«4 hew 
4iifcQ» firpm tbif.diyifiipp. 

On quitting Rouza it was decided ^h^tthifi pjp^ 
4m», «» iiStpwtMKt pu 4u:ep¥iQt of the abpnd^ce of 
4pf Q^ilipw wAmc]» were ^l).tpbe4oundfthei^, ah^^d 
,4ie «ii«alkaiji»ed. Jh^e (Cj^^, ^tw^tq^ on la. snp;^ 
enunence, ^mA swrpunded jyith ditchi^, ^ffo^dj^ 
asidficiettt deifenoe for Ae garr»K>n, a^d g!U)strd04 
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them against a coup de main. This honourable 
command was given to Captain Maison Neuve, 
who proved himself worthy of the confidence re- 
posed in him. As long as the position was re- 
tained, this brave and intelligent officer rendered 
himself useful to the army by the skilfulness of 
his dispositions, and by the ease with which 
he appeared to comprehend every intention of the 
enemy. 
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BOOK V. 



MOSCOW. 

After the battle of the Mosk^^a, our trium- 
phant army marched in three columns towards the 
capital of the Russian empire ♦. Napoleon, . impa- 
tient to get possession of it, pursued the enemy 
with his accustomed vigour on the high road of 
Smolensko ; while Prince Poniatowski, at the 
head of the fifth corps, marched on the right by 
the way of Kaluga. The Viceroy, commanding 
the fourth coi-ps, continued on the left flank, and 
taking the road of Zwenighorod, proceeded to- 
wards Moscow, where the whole army was to as- 
semble. 

We could judge of the consternation that reigned 
in this capital by the terror with which we inspired 



* It did not however advance with the rapidity of a triumphant 
army. The distance between Borodino and Moscow is 75 miles, 
and the French did not enter the Russian capital, till nine days 
aftop the battle. Translator's Note. 
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the counll'y people. Our arrival in Rouza (9th of 
September), and the cruel manner in which we 
had treated the inhabitants, were no sooner known^ 
than all the villages on the road to Moscow were 
instantly abandoned. The country presented one 
uniform scene of horrible desolation, for most of 
those who fled, abandoned themselves to despair, 
burnt their houses, their chateaux^ and the grain 
and forage which were scarcely gathered. These 
unhappy beings, terrified by the fatal and useless 
resistance of the inhabitants of Rouza, threw 
away the pikes with which they had been armed, 
and swiftly fled to conceal their wives and their 
little ones in the thick forests at a distance from 
ourroute^ • 

On approaching Moscow, we had hoped that 
civilization, which enervates the soul, and espe- 
cially an attachment to property, so natural to the 
inhabitants of large towns, would have induced 
the people not to quit their habitations. We 
were convinced that the rapacity of our soldiers 
was principally excited by the deserted state in 
which we found the villages. But the country 
around Moscow does not l^elong to the inhabitr 
ants of that beautiful city ; it was the property 
of the lords who had declared against us, and 
their peasants, equally enslaved and oppressed 
with Ihose of the Dnieper and the Volga^ obeyed 
the orders of their masters. They had been en«« 
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joiaed, on pain qf ide^th, to fly at 6ur approacli, 
ai^4 to hide m the ^opda nrhfttever could be use- 
ful to lis. 

We perceived tlip execution of this fatal mea- 
siM^ on ^ut^D^ the village of Apalchtchouina. 
The bouses deserted, the castle abandoned, the 
furniture dashed to pieces, and the provisions de* 
strpyed, presented a spactacle of the most frightr 
ful desolation. AH these ravages shewed us what 
sacrifices a people sufficiently magnanimous to 
prefer independence to riches will cheerfully 
make. 

Near Karinskoe, a village half way towards 
2|lwenighorod whither we were marching, the 
cossacks appeared. According to their custom^ 
they made no stand against our advanced^guard, 
but contented themselves with observing us, by 
marching on an eminence at our left parallel with 
the high road. On the summit of this height, and 
in the midst of a thick wood of birch, ros^ the 
grey walls and the steeples of an ancient abbey. 
At the loot of the hill stood the littl^ town of 
Zwenighorod built on the banks of the Moskwa. 
On this point the cossacks form^ themselves into 
several bodies, and skirmished for some time with 
our light troops, but they were gradually dislodged 
from their ambuscades, and we took post around 
Zwenighorod. 

The abbey situated above this little town, com* 
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ttand^ the course of the Moi^kwa. Its embattled 
walls, more than twenty feet in height, and be- 
tween five and ^ix feet thick, aire flanked by four 
great towers with embrasures. This edifice, con- 
(itructM ih the thirteenth or fourteenth century, 
#eMnds lis of the tiihes wBeh the Moscovites, 
fined wRh vehefation for their priests, sufiered 
ffite sacerdotdl authority to take precedience of that 
<)f the nobles ; arid when, on days of ceremony, 
the Ciar inarched before the patriarch of Moscow, 
Holtirng the bHdIe of his horse. But these monk^, 
1^6 powerful and so formidable before the time of 
l^eter I., were brought back again to the sim- 
pVidfty of the apostles by this great monarch, who, 
^heii he founded his empire, confiscated their 
prbperty and diminished their number. 

To conceive a proper idea of the changes pro- 
ifucM by this reform, it was sufficient to enter 
the abbey of Zwenighorod. At first sight of its 
lofty towers and enormous walls, we supposed 
tJiat the interior cbiitkined an agreeable and com- 
modious riesidenice, and that we should find 
atAbng these monks the wonted abundance of all 
richly-endowed abbeys. A large iron gate strongly 
barrifcadoed confirmed us in the persuai^ion that 
this convent was well supplied with every tiling 
that our soldiers needed. . We were ab^utto force 
the^ntry, when an old man, whose flowing beartt 
was whifer than his robe, came to admit us. Ife 
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was desired to conduct us to the abbot. Chi eo^ 
tering the court, we were much surprised at find- 
ing how little this vast edifice correqionded with 
the high opinion we had conceived of it ; and 
that our guide, instead of introducing us into the 
apartments of the superior, conducted us to a 
small chapel, where we saw four monks prostrate 
at the foot of an altar constructed in the Grecian 
style. These Yenerable old men threw themselves 
at our feet, and embracing our knees, entreated, 
in the name of the God whom they adored, that 
we would respect their church, and the graves of 
the bishops of which they were the faithful guard* 
iaas. " Yqu may judge by our miserable appear* 
*^ ance,^' they addressed us by means of an inter- 
preter, '^ that we can have no hidden treasures, 
" and our food is so coarse, that many of your 
" soldiers would scorn to eat it. We have no 
^^ other possessions than our relics and our altars. 
" Deign to respect them from a reverence for a 
** religion so similar to your own.'* This we pro* 
mised, and our assurance was confirmed on the 
amval of the Viceroy, who established his head* 
quarters in the abbey, and thereby preserved the 
church and convent from the pillage with which 
they were threatened. 

While this asylum, formerly so peaceful, was 
Q. prey to the tumult unavoidable on such occa- 
sions) I perceived one of these pious monks con* 
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eealing himself in a cell almost under ground, 
the simplicity of which presented nothing to ex- 
cite our ararice. I addressed him, and promised 
to protect him. Grateful for my attentions, he 
rewarded them by acknowledging that he spoke 
French, and that he wished to have the pleasure 
of conversing with me. I was charmed with his 
candour, and profited by it, to inform myself of 
every thing relating to the sentiments and charac« 
ter of a people from whom we had conquered mor^ 
than two hundred and fifty leagues of territory, 
without becoming acquainted with them. When 
I mentioned Moscow, he told me that it was the 
place of his nativity, and I perceived that deep 
sighs interrupted his speech. I judged by his 
silent grief that he mourned over the misfortunes 
to which this great capital would soon be exposed. 
I sympathized with him ; but anxious to know 
the state of affairs in that city at which we should 
so soon arrive, I ventured at length to ask him 
concerning it. 

" The French have entered the territory of 
" Russia with immense force," said this venerable 
monk ; " they come to ravage our beloved coun- 
** try, and they advance even to the sacred city — 
" the centre of our empire, and the source of our 
prosperity. Unacquainted with our manners 
md our character, they think that we shall bend 
Under their yoke, and that compelled to<:hoose 
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^< between our homes and ivdependence, we shall, 
^^ like many others, submit to their dominion, and 
*^ renounce that national pride in which consi^ 
'* the true power of a people. No, Napoleon is^ 
^^ mistaken. We are. too wise not to abhor his^ 
\^ tyranny ; and we are not sufficiently coirupted 
^* to prefer slavery to liberty. In vain he hope» 
'* to force us by his numberless armies to sue for 
'^ peace. He does not remember that the popu-. 
'^ lation of Russia is at the absolute control of the 
^1 nobility. Our seign^eurs, able at their pleasure 
'^ to cause whole districts to emigrate, will order 
^^ their peasants to fly into the deserts at the ap* 
\^ proach of the inv^er, or, if necessary, will 
^.^ destroy every town and village, rather than 
^^ give them up to a true barbarian, whose tyranny 
*^ is more dreadful to us than death itself. 

" We are aware too," added he, " that Napo- 
^^ leon relies much on the dissensions which used 
'^ formerly to exist between, the monarch and 
^^ the nobles ; but the love of our country ha» 
^ stifled every ancient feud. He flatters himself 
^^ likewise, that he will be able to, arm the people 
V against the great. Vain efforts! the pec^le 
^^ are superstitiously obedient to thdr mastears ^^ 
^^ nor will they confide in the deceitful proiQises 
^^ of him who burns their cottag;es, murders t}^ip 
'^ childreD, devaluates, their i country, ^{|nd.sjab>^f^ 
«* their temples^ Besides, has^apt the wfa«^of 
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*^ bk parfMy ? b be mA the spoui^ of Germuy, 
^^ ^f wlad» he yffofessed to he the protector ? 
^> Spwkn tee, Wi^ tvuited te^ the smcentgrcf 
^* his albanee, is.beecone one Tairt buryingwplwe f 
^^ The Pontiff wha ciKiwiied hinii and rmuied lim 
^^ from a private station to the first tiomie in the 
^> worid, what reward has he reoeired fiir tbat 
^^ diadem ^ An ignominioBS eaptivi^ ! Aaderea 
^ ymm owa eoimtry^ vfaichv frota the wiUeat 
^> deitrpcracy, has wiiliagljF andra^^vily psn^ 
^* Ihe xtLoat abeehite despotblUv trhafe adnranlages 
^^ dioea she derm from her aidnoaissioa.^ looes* 
^^ saiut neir taxes to maintain a omwd o£wof thtess 
^ conrtMCS^ or te^ gratify the luxury of 'm iftadly 
^* insatiable, in their pieaanNs« Vat addiliott: to 
^ th»i yoa have pcoacription* and secret eaecu- 
" tions witliout nomber. Your ^enf thonghtir 
*^ are fettered and whole genchrathina acr de«^ 

V strogredL In trutii, ynm* nnsthMBthaTeoftenrbeeir 
^ rodhicedf to the ahiiboMeasity o£ dqoderiiig'tfiieir 
^^ fecnwiitjr. Thib/'* eantinucdf tfa»i geipd} old 
man, ^' this is the- situadiDBi im whmh yonr ty- 
^ rant.has pteoed youi^.a^tyranli who; is the more 
" ¥Jttir and (^ious».bcdaDUBe' he:8ppmsg fri^ 

^ eilMNMrefaMkHyir and .wfaof foniMi])i having 
^^* tiiawelj^^ine diotMStit.toiseirve liim, isiiiow de- 
*^ iiMiii^thst)tIfe iisliole uniraraef sboaldncrt^^ at 
*'Mm ibat, .iBiA;thb4rte3feni kmgJBrrsiniuidi b6 com- 
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^' pelted to wait i& his anti-room. If I did mot 
«( fear to disgrace the majesty of that monarch 
*' who loves ns as we love him, I would draw a 
** -comparison between your emperor and ours, — 
^^ but such a comparison woyld only |»*oduce a 
^* shocking contrast, as it would place vice in con- 
** stant opposition to virtue.*' 

Struck by the energy of this priest, whose 
strength of mind had suffered nothing, by age, I 
remained silent, and was at the same time charmjed 
with his camlour and patriotism. Deeply af- 
fected by the confidence with which he Imd ho* 
noured me, 1 thought I might cast off all reserve, 
and derive much useful information from his con- 
versation. '' As you have just mentioned the 
^^ Emperor Alexander,'" said I to him, ^^ pray tell 
^^ me what is become of him ? Since we passed 
^^ the Wilia we have never heard any thing of 
*' him ; and at Witepsk, in a public audience, 
^^ Napoleon announced with much satisfaction, 
^^ that this monarch had shared at WilikiJuki the 
*^ fate of his father, and had fallen /a victim to 
" the treachery of his courtiers." 

*^ He cannot have much greatness of mind,*' 
answered the old man, smiling, ^^ who triumphs at 
" the death of an enemy. To prove to you however 
" the falsity of that report, and to shew you how 
*^ much harmony exists among all classes at this 
** critical moment, and bow beloved our sove« 
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** feign 19, 1 will read you a letter which was ;sent 
^^ to me from Mc^ow, a few days after Alexander 
«« had arriTed there from the army/' At these 
words he took out the letter, translating it to nm 
as he went on. 



*' Moscow, July 27*. 

^^ This day will add new lustre to our annals, 
'^ and the remembrance of it will descend to the 
«« remotest posterity, as an eternal testimony of 
^* Russian patriotism and loyalty. It will record 
'' the ardent attachment which our illustrious no- 
^^ bilityand every class of citizens feel for our' 
^^ beloved sovereign. After a notification pub- 
^^ lished in the evening, the nobility and the mer- 
^^ chants assembled at eight o'clock on the fol« 
^^ lowing morning, at the palace Slobode, to wait 
^' the arrival of our moist gracious Emperor. 
*' Notwithstanding the object of this meeting had 
^^ not beeil communicated, every one was con- 
*' scions of those loyal feelings which the appeal 
^* of the father of his country to his children, in 
^^ the capital of his empire, would naturally in- 
*^ spire. The silence which reigned in this vast 
^^ assembly clearly proved their union, and their 

* The tmndatioD of thk letter having appeared in the French 
journals, it is given her^ at it wtt^puhfistied in the Afoniteiir* 
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** dispositioii ta submit to afiy sacrifice. Wkeli^ 
♦* the manifesto of His Imperial Majesty was 
** read to the nobles^ appealing to the nation at 
** large, and calling on every one to defend hi6 
** country against an enemy, ' who, With crtift in 
'^ ' his heart, and seduction on his lips, was 
'^ ^bringing fetters and indissoluble chains for 
" * Russia,^ the illustrious posterity of the Po- 
f ^ jarskiesy animated by the most ardent zeal, im- 
*^ mediately testified tfaeir readiness to sacrifice 
*^ the whole of their pf^perty, and even theh* 
^' \iwm. They resolved, that leTies ahould b^ 
'* nsade in the govemiieAtof monoolr to §otm an 
^ amy of the interior, comistifng of ten men out 
^' of erery hundred,< who shouM be ariaed ta tb6 
^^ utmost of tfaeir ability, and proridedi With 
M dttOiing and fwy. Th« nfailifeato beklg itftef- 
^' waords' read in the asMmUy o# liiemMcbM^ts; 
^^ this body,, animatdd by the genisrai! seal, re- 
^^ cioWed tibat a- Butt of money cAwtM be letied 
^^ on each of H»m, prnportionate to their rt^ 
*^ speetive capitals^ to deffay tbe expanse of the 
^^ army of tl^ interior. Not sMitfitd with this^ 
^^ the greater part of them' were diestrons of 
^^ making fbrth^r sAetificesi. They demanded 
^^ pernubsion. to o^i^ a yokintary snbiscriptioti 
^^ for that purpose, and in less than an hour, the 
'^ sum. subacrtibed amounted to nM>re 1iia& one 
'' maUiffii^aiid aliaif ofj^nbles. 
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^^ Siicfa wsukihe dispoH^im of tiiese two bodies, 
^^ M'hen Hisi Ma^iesty, vho had fttteoded dmne 
^'* fiervioe at tiie church of the palace, appeared 
f ^ among the nobles. After assuring them, in a 
*^ short i^eeeh, that he considered the zeal of 
^^ the nobiUty as the firmest support of his 
^ throne, and, acknowledging that they had at 
^ all timies, and under all drcumstances, cdiewn 
^^ themselves the guardtai^ and faithful de- 
*^ fenders of the integrity and glory of their be* 
^^ loved coufitry, he coBdesc^tided to give them 
^ a brief sketch of the stat^ of military afiairs, 
^^ which then required extnordinary measures 
^f of defence. Wh^ he beard of the unanimous 
*^ decision of the two bodies, who had resolved 
^f to furnish, to clothe, ahd to arm, at their own 
'^expense, eighty thowand qien for the defence 
*^ of Moscow, he received this new proof of at- 
'* tachment to his person and of love to the coun* 
*^ try, with the feelings of a father who loves his 
^^ children, and who is proud of their courage. 
•* Yielding to the eqiotions which overpowered 
*^ him, he exclaimed, ^ I did not expect less, you 
*' ^ have fully confirmdd my opinion of yon.* 

** Afterwards his Imperial Majesty conde- 
*• scended to piH>ceed to the saloon where the 
^^ merchants were assembled, and being in- 
*♦ formed of the zeal they had shewn both in the 
*< resolution of levying acsiunl oh the whole body. 
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«« and making m extraordinary Tolnntaiy sbb* 
*^ acription of a million and a half of roubles, he 
*^ expreiMsed hili gracious satisfiiction in terms 
<« dictated by wisdom itself* His speech was 
^ followed by the general exclamation of ' We 
^^ ^ are ready to sacrifice for our father, not only 
" * our fortanes, but our lives/ These were the 
'* words of the descendants of the immortal 
*^ Minin. The scene of that morning requires 
^^ the pen of a new Tacitus ; while the pencil of 
*^ a second Apelles alone would do justice to the 
'* picture whidi represented the monarch and 
'' the father, his countenance beaming wisdom 
«' and benevolence, recieiving from his children 
^^ who thronged around him, the sacrifices which 
" they were ofiering on the altar of their country. 

" May our enemy be informed of this ! May 
'^ that proud man, who sports with the fieite of 
^^ his subjects, learn it and tremble! We shall 
" all march against him. We are guided by 
'' religion^ and by loyalty for our sovereign and 
** country. We will conquer, or perish toge- 
'' ther/' 

After having read this letter, the pious firiar 
informed me that the Patriarch Platon, Arch- 
bishop of Moscow, notwithstanding his advanced 
and decrepid age, watched still in the spirit and 
in prayer for the welfare of his sovereign and the 
empire, and that he had just sent to his Imperial 
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Majesty the precious image of Saint Serge,' Bishofr 
of Radou^e. Tbe monarchy added he^ Ac- 
cepted this sacred relic, and presaited iit to the 
airoyof Moscow, hoping that it would be safe 
uuder the protection of tliis saint, who once by 
his benediction shielded, the victorious Dmitri 
Domleoi in his combat against the cruel Mamat. 

This is the letter of his Eoiinency Platon, dated 
from the Abbey Troitsa*, July 26th, 

^^ Moscow, the capital of the empii-e of the 
'^ new Jerusalem, receives her Christ like a mo- 
^^ tber in the arms of her faithful sons; and per- 
'^ ceiving, throiigh the n|ist which is raised, the 
** brilliant glory of bis power, she sings joyfully 
*' Hosannah, Praised be he who is arrived ! Ijti 
A^ the arrogant and sbaiteless Goliath, bring his 
^' mortal terrors from the limits of France, to the 
^' confines of Russia ! Peanieful Religion, that 
^^ sling of the Russian David, will soon destroy 
^' his sanguinary pride. This image of Saint 
^' Serge,, ancient defender of our country's hap- 
^^ piness,. is offered : to . your Im^perial Majesty's 
" acceptance/' 

Astonished at a custi^n so dilSerent from ours, 
I asked whether it was. really true that the Em- 
peror Alexander had given this standard to his. 
soldiers. " I am so certain of it,*' answered the 

*!■ _ I . ..III. I 1 . ■!■ I ^ I _ II in « H I ■ I ■ '■ 

. * About fifteen leagues distance *liRMit Moacovr« 
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tenenble eodewurtic, '^ tfcftt it iroidd be wGru 
** legious to doubt it. Letters from Moscow bave 
^^ siace iufensed «U9, that Bishop Augustiii, vicar 
^^ of that capital, having assembled all the troops 
^^ in the town*, chanted a Te Deumy and pre- 
^^ seating them, with the image of Saint SergCt 
'^ pronounced a discoarse which dissolved the 
^^ whole congregatidn ii) tears. We have seen 
^^ these troops passing under the walls of our 
^^ abbey, in their way to the battle of the Moskwa, 
^^ and carrying with veneration that sacred stand- 
*^ afd. They nmrched to the combat like true 
^^ Christian sddiers, devoted to their rdigion, 
*^ their country, and their Prince. These senti* 
^ ments were expressed in their countenances ; 
^' a cdestial joy beamed from their eyes at the 
*^ thought of combating the enemy. Every war- 
^^ rior, even he who had but just entered the 
^^ service, glowed with the ardour of the most 
^^ experienced veteran, and shewed Ihat unli- 
'^ mited submission to his chiefs, and observed 
^^ that strict discipline, which is the duty and the 
^V wrest sign of a good soldier. The country 
" people, who saw them pass, earnestly im- 
^' plored the protection of Heaven on these brave 



* Saturday, Auguit 17th, or, according to our calendar^ 
Aogtut 39th, which, as is wen known, anticipates the Rusman 
calendar by twehre 4^fk 
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^ iti^ti wild proceeded firom the ancient capita) of 
^^ Russia, that city, wiiich in former times luid 
^^ mth ber own forces laid the insolent enemy in 
^* the dust, who ptesomptuously came to de* 
** stroy it* 

^^ Alas! Fortune has not been propitious to 
*^ them. You have conquered them at Borodino, 
*^ and from that day terror and const^iiati<m have 
'^ spread through the whole countty* Theroadsi' 
^^ are crowded with fugitives who seek an asylum 
*' on the frontiers of Asiiei. We alcme remain** 
^ You may imagine how great was our fear, when^ 
^ your aitival was announced to us last nigM by 
^^ tibe fires of your Mvouacks which covered the 
*^ neighbouring hills, and especially bytiiebum« 
^* ing of the villages, the flanies of which illu- 
•* mined the horvEoUi'' 

lilted with admiration at the extraordinary 
tUngs' which ihis good old man had communis 
cated to me, I felt the deepest respect for a na- 
ticm so great even in its misfortnnes ; and I said 
t0 myself^ ^^ That people must be invincible, who, 
** firmto> their prineiples, shrink not at the s^ 
** proacfe of dtinger» and stake their own pre* 
^^ servation on that of their religion and tiieir 
'' laws/' 

'Eairly on the foUoWis^.momlng we quitted the 
abbey. As I retired from it I looked behind and 
•aw the first rays of the rising sun gilding the 

N 
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summit of those lofty wallav which had bees 
erected as the asylum pf peiace, but which, after 
Qur departure, became a prey to undisciplined 
brigands. I ruminated on these painful ideas, 
and taking a road parallel with the Moskwa, . I 
pbserved that bridges had been erected opposite 
to Zwenighorod to open a communication with 
tiiie grand army, which marched towards Moscow 
on the opposite bank. 

, We followed the course of the Moskwa, when 
the Cossacks again appeared manoeuvring in the 
same tnanner as on the form^T evening. They at« 
tempted to stop the Bavariain light horse near 
Aksinino ; but some of theiriBen being wounded, 
they fled in disorder, m^ retired beyond the 
Moskwa, which we crossed below the village of 
Spaskoe. The river was sh^llpw. at tl^at point, 
a,nd both men and horsesica^ily effected a passage. 
The Cossacks, who waited; for us at the entrance 
of a wood, dispersed when they saw that the bar- 
rier which separated them from us had been 
qverstepped. Thence we pursu/ed our march as 
far as Buzaievo, where the post-houflfe alone re« 
mained, and a castle, on a very steep eminence, 
surrounded by woods, in which Prince £ugene 
lodged. 

Being anxious to arrive at Moscow, we com- 
mienced our march at an eariy hour on the follow- 
ing morning (September 14th) I and passed through 
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MTCf al deserted villages. On the banks of .the 
Moskwa, towards our tight, were some magnifier 
^entckateauxi which the Tartars had pillaged to* 
deprive us of every comfort which these plsM^es 
could afford. The corn» ready for harvest, had 
either been trodden down^ or eaten, by the horsie?* 
The hay-4itacks which covered the country were 
given to the flames, apd spread all arouiid an, 
Impenetrable smoke» IVhen we at length reached 
the village of Tsch^repkova, and our cavalry, 
continued their march, the Viceroy ascended an. 
eminence on pur right, and long examined whe* 
ther Moscow, the object of all our wishes^ could 
be seen; for we regarded it as the end of oqr 
.fiitigues, and the termination of our expedition* 
Several hills yet concealing it from our view, we 
perceived nothing but clouds of dust, which, 
rising parallel with our march, indicated the 
i^ute that .the grand army had pursued^ A few 
cannon-shot^, fired at a distance, and with long^ 
intervals^ disposed us to believe ftat pur troops 
#ere approaching Moscow withoujt experiencing 
much resistance. 

: As we descended from the eminence, we sud- 
denly heard the most dreadful cries« A troop of 
cossacks, issuing from a neighbourjgag wood, had 
in their accustoimed manner loished upon our 
chasseurs, and endeavoured to stop the march of 
o.ur van-guard« But our brave fellows, far from 
" n2 * ' 
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being lAitmidated hf Uiis uoexpeckid ^ttaciM 
quickly repelled those vain efforts by whidi aa 
undisciplii^ hoide Btrove to impede our aitiaace^ 
into the capital. Ttese were the last struggles^ 
of a desperate courage, and the Russums, beateD> 
and dispersed, were ccrnipeOed to fly under the 
walls of the Kremlin, as they had before done on 
the banks of the Kologha. 

We distinguished at a distance, and amidst the 
dust, long columns of Russian cavalry, all march«> 
itig towards Moscow, and all retiring behind the 
town, as soon as we approached it. While the 
fourth corps was constructing a bridge across the 
Moskwa, the staff established itself on a loftf 
hill, about two o'clock, whence we perceived a 
thousand elegant and gilded spires, which, glit- 
tering in the rays of the sun, seemed at a distance, 
like so many globes of fire. One of these glQbes, 
which surmounted a pillar, or obelisk, bore the 
appearance of an enormous balloon, suspended' 
in the air. Transported with delight at this 
beautiful spectacle, which was the more gratify-^' 
ing from the remembrance of the melancholy ob* 
jects which we had hitherto seen, we could not 
suppress our joy ; but, with a simultaneous move* 
ment, we all exclaimed, M<Mcowi Moscow/ At 
the sound' of this long wished*for name, the sol- 
diers rushed up the hill in crowds, discovering 
new wonders at every step. One admired a nobler 
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thktemt oil dw \t% the elQpant ai^itectufe of 
which dfeployed more than eastern magnificence % 
anotl^r directed his attentiDn towards a palace or 
a temple ; hdt idl were strtick wi& the superb 
picture which this immense town afforded. It ii 
Situated in the ^idrt of a fertile plain. The 
Molit#a is seen meandering through the richest 
meadows, and after havinig fertilized the neigh- 
bouring country, takes its course through the 
middle of the town, separating into diflerent groups 
an immiense collection of houses, built of wobd^ 
stone, and bricks, constructed in a style par- 
taking of thie Gothic and modern aiiehitecture^ 
^ndin whibh, indeed, tibe architecture of evei^ 
ffi-fferent nation is Straiigely mingled. The walla 
i^riously painted, the domes corered with l^ad 
dr slates, or glittering with gold, offered the most 
^kasiqfg yariety ; whilst the porticos before the 
pa1ace!», the obelisks over the gates, and, espe- 
cially; thfe innumerable steeples, actually pre- 
ietit^ to onr eyes onfe of those celebrated cities 
<^ Alsia, which we had thought bad only existed 
in tU^ creative imagihatjoQ of the Arabian poets, 

We were contemplating this noble spectacle, 
when we saw a well-dressed man coming towards, 
us through a bye-way fronj Moscqw. Several of 
our soldiers immediately |*an tp meet him, and 
viewing him with sugpieion, were disposed to ikiakd 
l^im pay dearly for his iiliprudent cuHositf^ : but 
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the calmntiw with which' he addressed us, the 
fluency with which he spoke our language, and, 
above, all our impatience to hear some tidings 
from Moscow, caused us all to; listen to him with 
pleasure and interest. 

^^I am not come,'' said he, ^^to observe your 
(« manoeuvres, nor to mislead you by false infor* 
^^ maticH). I am an ^mfortunate merchant, ig« 
V noi*ant of every thing that relates to war; 
^' and, notwithstanding I am the victim, I have 
^^ never inquired into the motives which induced 
^^ our sovereigns to engage in, this fatal .contest^ 
^^ Your Emperor entered. Moscow 4t the h^ad of 
^^ hi£i invincible legions to-day ^Jbout noon, after 
^^ having received a herald who besoughjt him to 
^' spar^ the city^. But he found only, a deserted 
^' town. Some wretches, who have escaped from 
'^ prison, and some miserable prostitutes, were 
^^ the only creatures who interrupted .its solitude^ 
^^ Hapten to stop their exceiusies ere it be too late% 
^^ Liberty has only been granted them, with the 
^' hope, that all the crimes which they may com* 
'^ mit, will be attributed to the French army^ 
'^ Being aware of the misfortui^es that threaten 



* The Russians, previous to their quitting Moscow, sent a 
herald to Napoleon, to entreat him to spare the city. Thej 
doubtless employed ^tna mantsuvre the better to conceal theif 
pUgi, and to lull us into greatt^ ^uri^* 
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*' U89 I came to find among you some one gene- 
**' rous enough to protect my iamily ; for^ in &pit6 
" of the orders of our government, I cannot con- 
*' seut to abandon my house, and to lead a wan- 
^^ dering miserable life in the woods. I prefet* 
^' applying to French generosity, and I trust that 
^^ I shall find a protector among those, who have 
^* been ever represented to us as our most cruel 
^^ enemies. The great men of our empire, de- 
^^ ceived by a savage and destructive policy, will 
^^ doubtless attempt to irritate you, by caumng 
>^ the whole pojpidation to. emigrate, and leaving 
^* nothing but a deserted city, if, indeied, it ii^ 
^^ not already sacrificed to the flames/' 

We hastily interrupted him, saying, that it was 
impossible any people would thus effect their own 
ruin, from the uiicertain hope of involving their 
enemy in it*. 

" [ • •' .I ' . ■■■ ! — " > ■ ! ■ 1 ; ■' 

^ It has been clearly ascer^ned that the devtructkm of MoSi^ 
cow was the work of the Rasmus and not of the French. It 
W9S a dreadful act of patriotisms dictated by the profoundest 
policy. The unexpected destruction of the vast magazines 
which the city contained, rendered the stay of the French during 
the winter absolutely impossible^ and compdled them to retreat 
at a time when cold and famine would thin their ranks more ra« 
pidly than the sword of the enemy. It is said that Buonaparte 
has acknowledged that all his plans were disconcerted by this un- 
looked-for evil, and that it was impossible for him to be pre« 
pared for it, as it is without a parallel in either ancient or modern 
limes. Trjonslaior'^ -Note» 
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'' It 18 bpt too trae Oii^ wcfa a nueloti^n is 
'' taken/' said thia unkaiipy i«aii, ''and if yoa 
'' yet dQubt it, know that Covot Biwrtqf>ehiii, go* 
'' vernor of Mp0cow» quitted it yeaterday, aatae 
** houiB before tbe entry of the French^ The 
'' police fbUowed tiim, taking with th^m die eo- 
'' gin^ and every thing wliich could be nseful in 
^i arresting tbe progress of the flames. Before 
^' he departed, be charged the very ontoast of 
^' human beings to assist him in his rev^Biget 
*' How far he will proceed I know not ; but I 
f' tremble when I recollect that he has often 
^} threatened to bom Moscow, if tl|e Frwdi 
^f should approach it Such barbarity must seem 
^^ atrocion«f and even incredible to you, if you 
*' are ^ot aware of the deadly haired with whic)| 
'f your wiheard-of victories have ins|»i^. our 
^^ nobility. They know that the whole of Eun^ 
*^ is under your draaination, and, from a senti? 
^^ ment of pride, they would destroy their native 
*f country, rather than see it subjugated. 

^^ If thq nobility, ashamed pf their defefits, bad 
^' i^ot meditated the destruction of the ci^ita|^ 
•^ why did they fly with all their prq>erty ? Why 
^^ have the merchants likewise been ppmpelled to 
*' follow them, carrying with th^m their goocjjs 
" and their treasures ? WJiy, lastly, have no ma- 
*^ giftrates remained in this desolate^ town, to 
''implore the mjercy of the cpuqueror? They 
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V hare altfled, and thus seem dfttehmiied to urge 
*' your soMieTB to every excess ; for lite legal au* 
1' thorities, ^le only protectioB of the citizens, hf 
^^ abandonittg their posts, have abandoned every 
*> thing/^ 

This unfortunate Moscovite shed many bitter 
tears while he thus addressed us. To calm, bb 
gri^f we promised what be requested, and en^ 
deavoured to console biin by dissipai^g those 
fears, too well founded,, which the dangers of bis 
unhappy cbuntry had excited. We questioned 
him as to Ihe direction in whidi the Russians had 
retreated ; what they bad done since the battle df 
the Moskwa, and, lastly, what was become of thte 
Emperor Alexander and his brother Constantine ! 
He answered all our questions in fhe most sati^ 
fitctory manner, and confirmed the intelligence 
which had been already communicated to me by 
Hke friar in Zwenighorod. This unhappy man 
becoming more composed, and being secretfy 
flattered by the agreeable surprise which the sigUt 
fyf Moscow and its environs had caused, consented 
to my request to give us some account of a city 
the conquest of which promised to crown all our 
hopes. He ejq>ressed himself as follows: 

^\ Moscow, built in the Asiatic style, has five 
^^ enclosures, one within another. 

" The high towers, and the embattled walls, 
>* which you see rising in the midst of the tovn. 
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^ trace the first enclosure, called tiie Kremiin, 
" This fortress, in the form of a perfect triangle, 
^ is celebrated in our annals, and has never been 
** taken*. The plan of it was drawn by some 
*^ Italian architects, towards the fourteenth cen- 
** tury f. The interior of the Kremlin is divided 
*' into two parts ; the onecalled iTr^po/^, or citadel, 
** contains only the palace, and some churches, 
^* each of which is surmounted by five domes. 
" From this place you may perfectly distinguish 
,^^ them, as much by their elevation as by the 
:<< gilding of the steeples and their &ntastic ar- 
/^ chitecture. In the s^ond enclosure are some 
'^ noble houses, commercial streets, and the place 
** called the Chinese-Town, or Kitaye-Gorod^ a 
'* name given it by the Tartars, who were ite 
" founders. The Beloye-Gorod, or White-Town, 
*^ forms a third circle round the Kitaye-Gorod. 
^' This quarter contains some good houses of 
^' stone, but the Zemlenoye-Gorod has lately sur- 
^^ passed it in magnificence. The noblest hotels 
*^ are found here. The circumference of the city 
^^ including the suburbs is about 30 wersts:|:. In 

* The people of Moscow believed that the preservation of the 
empire depended on the towers of this ancient fortress. A fiilse 
tradition persuaded them that it never had been taken. Thus, 
to express the idea of security, it was a common saying, As saft 
at within the Kremlin. 

t Voltaire's Histoire de Russie, vol. I. p. 50, stereot. edition. 

J Seven leagues. A degree contains 104 J wersts. 
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^^' -winter .tjbe pO|mla^HV». .^mounted to 3(^,000 

rf* soulsr, but i^t the apj^HQpch of suminer, when 

/^ people re^re totheijr.cpii&try*hous^s, thift aum- 

.*' ber is dimiois^ed one^hird^ * 

" Foedor^ theelder brother of Peter the Qreal, 

^^ bc^faii to improve Mq§cqw. He conatructed 

/^ several buildings of stone, but without. an j re- 

.^' gular architecture. To himwe owe the first stud 

/^ of beautiful horses, wdsome useful embellisb- 

V ments*. Although Pinter had a particular af^ 

^' fection for Petersburg, nevertheless his genius, 

^' which embraced everything, di4 not neglect 

^^ Moscow^ He caused it to be p^ved, adorned 

.^^ it with many superb edifices, and enriched it 

/^ with valuable manufactures ; and, lastly, a umU 

.^^ versity was ests^blishe^ under the auspices o^ 

** jpUzabetht. 

" The arsenal within the krepots is remarL> 
*' itble for Bis: <^lverins mounted on fixed car* 
*'^. riages, the lar^^e^t of which is twenty-four feet 
. .*' i;iileng|tibu^ Near ti?te principal gate is likewise 
/' an enorpxons howitzer, at lea^t three feet in di?. 
^^ ameter. Further on is the ancient palace c^ 
^' the.CzarsL It is the residency of our Emperors. 
^^ Yours has now established himself there. Be- 
^' hind i^ the palace of the senate ; near which is 



* Voltairc's-Hi»toii« de Rusn^^ vol. I. p. 5«. 
fidcm. 
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^ the calhedfBlof St. Iwaii, ud tfiefea n drtion of 
^ an ancient lower, Wilk the fiunoos b^l which 
^ was east in Moscow, towards the niid<A6 of tibe 
^^ sixteaith century, under the Czar Boris Godo- 
^ no. It is an asfamiriiing production, and 
^ proTes, that even at that remote period, the 
^ Russians had made great progress in ciTili- 
^ zation and the fine arts. This bell, jnstly ad- 
^ mired for the beauty of flie figures which sur- 
^ round it, surpasses in site the most famous in 
« Europe*. 

^From the krepofe you enjoy a delightful 
*^ prospect. On the right and left are two bridges^ 
^ across the Moskwa, which' lead to the suburbs 
^ of Kaluga. Beyond the rirer are some magni* 
^ ficent palaces ; and in the back-ground is a 
^ fine country, embellished with many noble 
** mansions/^ 

But, said t, interrupting the Moscovite, tell us 
what immense fabric is this with an infinite nnm* 
ber of windows on each nde, and which, by its 
enormousmagnitude, seems to command the whole 
town ? 

^^ It is the hospital Sheremitow,'* answered he, 
^ built by the illustrious ftmily of that name. 
^^ One of their ancestors was tiie glorious com- 
^^ panion in arms of Peter the Great ; and the 

* Ypltaiie's Histotre de Rome, torn. L p. 51. 
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^ lichaiwbioh He acqtulndVMe alwsqrs dMoted i6 
** the pnNiperiiyand glory of the n«ti<Mi« In this 
*^ bpilding were educated Ae orpbaBS and the 
'' chiUteen of thobe who hare defended their 
^^ country. But itt pxeseat the children Imfre* 
*^ boen removed hieyoMi the Volga, and their 
^^ fathcn^BMK thati tnlsuty thouftand of whom* 
^^ weve gloiiowly wounded at. Mojaiai;:, oecupy 
*^ their places. These udbap^niflia are abaa-^ 
^^ denied : death is befiHre tiieir eyes ; and if y<ftur 
^^ geneiodty ctoes not, in this mcnnent of cala^ 
^ UBty, afford them assiolanoe^ they witt he MIk 
"« to die ia the mcMrt fiightfo! toiments. 

«' From the ga«e o£ Betterahofg to that of 
«^ Kaluga, numerona. palaces, present thenrihelTM^ 
^^ wluch^ by their riches iuutmagniftceB£e,atteaet 
*^ the attention of th^tnureller* All these edi*" 
** fices are newly constmcted, and announce the» 
^ prodigious wealth Ihat Russia has accmnulated 
^* witiiin a few years. The most astonishing of 
^. all is the palace of Orlow. It bdongs to Ike- 
**- only heiress of Ihis name, whose incomie ex* 
*^ cesds six millions of roubles*. The^tent of 
*^ the palace is imm^ise, and the beauty of the 
** interior correflponds widi the spacioua cimrta 
*^ and cfnchanting gardetis mrhich surround it. 

'^ Yoii will find in my country,** added the- 

• One miOioti. steiiing. 
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Moscbvite, ^ a great immber ef edifices justly 
^^ celebrated tt the most iieautifal in £an>pe. It 
^^ is Useless to describe them ta yon, since you 
^ will soon see them yoMrseltes. I mnk Hiat 
^^ you may long sidmire them, but a fata} preaen- 
^ timent conyinces me, that this great and superb 
^ town, justly coiisidCMd as the ms&el of Europe 
*^ aiid of Asia, will, ere long, astonish the world 
'^' by the most dreadfol catastrophe.^' 
* As he uttered these wordfi(, Iheunfortunaterman 
seemed suffocated with gri^f. I ^ed him^^ but 
I could not leave him without askiag the liame 
of a large building of red and white brick, which 
was l^en to the nordi of the town, on* the road to 
Petersburg. ^ He iQfwmed me tbs^r it was .the 
femous ekaieau of Peterskoe, where the :soTe- 
reigns of Russia .usfcd to* reside previous to their 
coronation. 

Although the bridge over the Moskwa was .not 
yet finished, the Viceroy ordered the troo{»;of his 
corps to cross the river. The cavalry had. already 
passed it, and had taken post before the; village 
of Khorch^vo. We were, here officially informed 
of the entry of our troops into; Moscow. The 
finirth corps received orders to 'halt at thia plaice 
till the following d^y, when an hour' would be 
appointed for us to, enter the capital. of the Ru&- 
sian empire* 

On the 15th of September our corps left the ^ 
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grillage wk^re it had encanped at^an early hour; 
and marched to Moscow. As we approached the 
City, we saw that it had no walls, and that a 
simple parapet of earth was the only work which 
constituted the outer enclosure. Nothing indiw 
cated that the town was inhabited ;*and the road 
by which we arrived was so deserted, that we saw 
neither Rusfflan or even French soldiers. No 
cry, no noise was heard, in the midst of tfaia 
awful solitude. We pursued our march, a prey 
to the utmost anxiety, and that ansiely was re* 
doubled when we perceived a thick smoke, which 
arose in the form of a column from the centre of 
the town. It was at first believed that the.Rus* 
sians bad, as usual, set fire to some magazines 
in tiieir retreat; but when we recollected the 
recital of the inhabitaat of Moscow, we feared 
that Irif^prediotion was about to be fulfiHed«-« 
Sager to know the cause of this conflagration, we 
in vain endeavoured to find some one who might 
satisfy o^r4rr6pn«sible curiosity, and the impos- 
sibility of satisfying it, increased our impatience, 
and ai]^meQted our alaonfi. 

We did not enter at the first bwiier that pre-, 
fimt^ itsfslfi bnt, movii^ to the Idit, we continued > 
to^marcb round the town. .At length, iigreeably 
to the coders of the Viceroy, I placed :the.faoops. 
of the fourth corps in a position to g)i9]^.the h^h 
road towards Petersburg. The;tiUfte^nth and. 
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fifteenth divisionti encamped around the chaUda 
ef Peterskoe, the fonrteenth ealabliahed tteelf in; 
the tillage between MoatoW' and thw. ekaieau^ 
ttid the Bavarian light cavairy was a lea^e in: 
front of the village. 

When these {>o8itions ware takcst, itiie Vicerojr 
entered Moscow, and fixed his headquarters in 
the palace of Prince Of omonofi^ in the beautiful' 
street of St. Petersburg. The qnarter aarigned 
to our corps was one of the finest in the town. It 
was composed entirely of superb edifices, and of 
houses which, altitoug^ of wood, had an ap^ 
pearance of surprising grandeur and niagiiifi-« 
eence. The magistrates having abandoned the 
town, every one established himself at his pleasure 
in these ramptuous palaces ; even Ae subaltern 
officer was lodged in vast apartments richly de^' 
corated, and of which be could eamly fiincy himF- 
self to be the proprietor, since no one appeandf 
but an humble and submissive porter, wfao^ with 
a trembling hand delivered to htm the keys of the' 
mansion.; 

Although Moscow had been entered by some^ 
of ou^ troops the preceding day/ so extensive and 
so deserted wM the town, that no soldier had yeT 
penetriited into the quarter which we were tO' 
occupy. The most intrepid minds were affected' 
by this loneliness. The streets were so long, tlkat' 
our cavalry could not recognize each other from 
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the opposite extremities. The different partie9 
advanced with caution, and then suddenly fkd 
from each other, though they were all enlisted 
under the same banners* In proportion as a netir 
jjuarter was occupied, reconnoitring parties were 
sent forw«rd to examine the palaces and the 
churches* In the former were found only old 
men and children, or Russian officers^ who had been 
wounded in the preceding engagements : in the 
latter, the altars were decorated as if for a festival ; 
a thousand lighted tapers, burning in honour of 
the patron saint of the country, attested that the 
pious Moscovites had not ceased to invoke him 
till the moment of their departure. This solemn 
and religicms spectacle rendered the. people 
whom we had conquered, powerful and re^ec^ 
able in our estimation, and filled us with thirt 
constonatipn which is the offspring of injustice. 
We advanced with fearful steps through ihh 
awful solitude, often stopping and looking trem- 
blingly behind us ; then, struck with sudden terror, 
we eagerly listened to every sound ; for the imagi- 
nation, frightened at the very magnitude of our 
conquest, made us apprehensive of treachery in 
every place* At the least noise we fancied that 
tre heard the clai^i^g of arm^i and the cries of 
Uie wounded. , . : r:. 

When we appiroached the cen^trie of the town. 
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tad^ecially in the neighbourhood of theBi^ar^, 
we began to «ee some inhabitante assembled 
ai'ound the Kremlin. These unhappy beings^ 
deceived by an abdurd tradition, had believed that 
this citadel waa impregnable, and bad attempted to 
^fend it for an instant against 0fur advanced 
ffimrd,commanded by the King of Naples; but the 
ivalour of otor troops instantly dispersed them. Dis- 
mayed by their defeat, they contemplated, with 
teara, tiioae lofty towers which they had hitherto 
regarded as the palladium of their city. Pro- 
•ceeding further on, we saw a crowd of soldiers 
who ea^ased to public sale a vast quantity of 
articles which they had pillaged ; for it was only 
at the grand magazines of provisions that the im- 
perial ^^oaids had placed aentiiiris. Coatinuing 
our progress, the numiber of solt^rs multiplied; 
they were returning in troops, carrying on their 
hacks pieces of cloth, l(^ves of migar, and whole 
bales of mei'chandise« We knew not how to 
account for this strange disorder,, until sonle fusi^ 
leers of the guards informed us that the smoke 
which we had seen on entering the towiat, pro- 
ceeded from a vast building full of goods, etdled 



* A ^Kkt square enclosed within the Kitaye*Goro3» It is sur- 
rounded by galleries built ef brick, which contain - an infinite 
number of Ifttie shape. ^ ;^ . 
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the Excfaanget and to which the Russians had set 
fire on thieir retreat* " Yesterday/' said these 
soldiers, " we entered the city about twelve o'clock, 
^^ and early this n^orniag the fire began to appear* 
** We immediately eud^voured to extinguish itjj 
" believing that it bad been oi?casioned by the im* 
** prudence of our bivouacks: but we soon desisted 
V when we learned that the governor had order^ 
" the city to be destroyed, aud had carried away 
" all the engines, by which alone we could arrefi^ 
" the progress of the flames. He hoped by thju| 
^^ devastation to destroy the discipline of quit 
\^ army, and to ruin the merchants who had SQ 
^V strongly opposed the abandonment of Mos* 
•' cowV 

A natural curiosity made me proceed. As I 
advanced towards the fire, the avenues were more 
obstructed by soldiers and beggars carrying off 
goods of every kiqid. The less precious articles 
were despised, and soon^ thrown away, and the 
streets were covered with merchandise of evi^ 
description. I penetrated at length into tb« iuf 
terior of the Exchange; but, ajasl jt wcift m 
more the building sp/ renown^ for itf magxufit 

* 'Stif^-dt our pioneers and other soldier* strenuously QDdea« 
▼ouNsd Wfttjbdue the d!>aflikgration^ by breaking off the commu" 
9tciition between the houses ; but the flames burftixig out oa 
Wftfy side* defeated ^r fao^pdus tat«i»tioiu 

q2 
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cence; it was rather a vast furnace, from cverjT 
side of which the burning rafters were continually 
falling, and threatening us with instant destruc- 
tion. I could still, however, proceed with some 
degree of safety under the piazzas. These were 
filled with numerous warehouses which the sol- 
diers had broken open, every chest was rifled^ and 
the spoil exceeded their most sanguine expecta- 
tions. No cry, no tumult was heard in this scene 
of horror. Every one found abundantly sufficient 
to satisfy Iris thirst for plunder. Nothing was 
heard but the crackling of the flames, the noise 
6f the doors that were broken open, and occasion- 
ally a dreadful ci*ash caused by the falling in of 
some vault. Cottons, muslins, and in short all 
the most costly productions of Europe and of Asia, 
were a prey to the flames. The cellars were filled 
with sugar, oil, and vitriol ; these burning all at 
once in the subterraneous warehouses, sent forth 
toiTents of flame through thick iron grates, and 
presented a striking image of the mouth of hell. 
It was a spectacle berth terrible and affecting. 
Even the most hardened minds acknowledged the 
conviction that so great a calamity would, on 
TOJOPic future day, call forth the vengeance of the 
Almighty upon the authors of such crimes. 

The information which I enileavoured to. ob- 
tain, with regard to the causes pf tMs fire, Was 
tery unsatisfactory, untiK %t uj^ retutnWijBi the 
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evening to the palace where our staff was quartered; 
I met a Frenchman who had been tutor to the 
children of a Russian Prince. This gentleman 
|)ossessed much general knowledge, and a sound 
judgment in politics. His conversation was pe- 
culiarly interesting as he had long lived among 
the Russian nobility, and wa^ perfectly acquainted 
with their character and views. Moreover, the 
events which happened in Moscow since the battle 
of the Moskwa had passed under his observation, 
and, although a Frenchman, he formed one of 
the small number of those who, by their talents 
and prudence, had always been on a footing of 
intimacy with Count Rastopchin. This meeting 
was extremely fortunate, as it gave me an oppor- 
tunity of learning what I was so desirous to know; 
particularly the true character of the governor, 
who, notwithstanding the blackest calumnies, will 
always be revered by his fellow-citizens, and will 
be cited by future generations as a model of cou- 
rage and patriotism. 

" Although the French advanced towards Mos- 
** cow in three columns, after the battle of Boro- 
" dino*,*' said the tutor, " none but the nobility, 
" and the persons attached to the government, 
^' were acquainted with the terrible disasters with 



* By this niame the Russians distinguished the battle of tiic 
Moakwa. 
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** which the ci^ was threatened. Thinking it 
*' prudent to conceal the truth from the populace, 
*' Count Rastopchin had caused it to be an« 
** nounced that the FrencTi were defeated. Thi* 
*' contributed to prolong our illusions ; but when 
** we saw the Riissiati ahny return within ^ttf. 
*^ waiDS) preceded by tr^enty thousand wounded> 
*^ and draggiHig after them the whole p(>pul£(tioii 
^' 5f the country, th6 citisenB renouMed tbfAt 
^^ peaceful occupations, and abandoned thtoh 

V selTcs to tiie utmost agitation. All sMieties 
<^ wefi^ dissolved, and the public iMtitutions de- 
^' serted. Even the mecfaanidi, renounciim^ the 
^^ WOTk that supplied their families with bread, 
^^ shut up their shops, and sharing in tiie con- 
*^ sternation, which was become universal, mixed 
^^ witji the iinmense crowd which was ranhing 
^^ to ike igovfsmbr's house, to know v/kelhet ibtj 
?^ were to abandicm of liefend th^ dty. 

'' Ih this paanful and critical situation, tht 
" Count Rastopchin announced that he was about 

V 4ib march against the IPrench at the Uead of a 
^^ fedndred thbuisaml hten^ and m-dered several 
" rbdoubts to be cMiErtrwcted before the city*. 
^^ (He caused a ^^tst quantity of sabres and lances 
^* to be foqaped) and distributed arms to ait the 
" citizens who demanded them. It was likewise 

^ On Sparrow HiU : but thujt posdtion wai feebly defeaded* 
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^^ 4ludi that ail English artificer way secretly^ 
*V employed at the chateau of Voronevo, in pre* 
*^ paripg fusees and other combustibleB, and it 
*^ was adf^ed, that he was constructing a balloon 
♦' on a new principle by which all the officers of 
^^ the French army might be exterminated *. Then 
*' collecting round him the most illustrious of the 
^^ nobility, and the richest and most esteemed 
*^ among the merchants, he reminded his fellow^ 
** citizens of the solemn promises which they had 
«' made to their Emperor. He recalled to their 
*^ minds thi^ memorable scene, when the sove* 
** reign, the father of bis country, deceived from 
^^ his children the homage of their fortunes and 
^^ thmr lives. At this recollection, the goyernor» 
*^ overpowered by the sentiments which agitated 
^' hipis wan almost suffocated by excess of feelingi 
«* and lost the faculty of speech. This silent 
^^ scene lasted several minutes, and produce^ 
** more tears than the most eloquent harangue 
^^ would have done. But the interest of the stat§, 
^^ conquering a sensibility so natural and sO;aff. 
*^ fectingt a nobleman in the assembly who, 
^^ from' his diplomatic office, was well acquainted 
with the causes that had produced this di9<* 
astroui war» advanced before the Count, and 
addressed them in the following words : 



(C 



* The Twelfth Bulletin. 
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• " • Inhabitants of Moscow! if yofu knewlioW 
*^ Vthe paternal heart of our monarch has suf- 
^V ^ fered, and the means he has employed to en- 
^' ^ sure the repose and happiness of his empire — 
** * if you knew how much his love of peace, and 
^^ ^ his desire to maintain eyen a disadvantageous 
'' * alliance, have made him forgetful of his own 
** * personal glory — ^you could then alone form an 
** * adequate idea of our revered prince. Six weeks 
^^ ^ ago he thus addressed us : — I have neglected 
" * nothing to ensure the pence of my country ; 
*^ ' but the more sacrifices I made the more Na* 
** ' poleon demanded. We shall be fully justified 
** * in the eyes of posterity, who will acknowledge 
^^ ^ that we did not resort to arms, until driven to 
•* * the utmost extremity ; and when our beloved 
** • empire was compelled to decide between the 
" * chances of war, or the infamy of having all 
** * its laurels blasted. But, since injustice forces; 
" * us to the combat, why should we fear it ? 
*' * For more than a century, war has always been 
" * to us favourable and glorious. The north 
*' * was formerly the terror of the south ; and 
** * now, when the north approaches to civiliza- 
" * tion, and wishes for universal peace, the south, 
" * blinded by an ungovernable and fatal am- 
** * bition, abandons its rich provinces to over- 
" * run our frozen regions. Is it then necessary 
f ' * always to be the oppressor, if we would not 
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^ foe oppressed ;. and must my padfic sentiments 
*' * be now the misfortune of my reign ? In vain 
" ' this scourge of mankind alleges, that he wage» 
^^ ' a war of policy, and that this is the struggle of 
^* ' eiviiization against barbarism ! a flimsy artifice, 
^* 'which can deceive those only who are unac« 
**, * quainted with our manners and our principles. 
^* * This highly vaunted civilization, what has it to 
*' * fear from us, who exhaust our treasures, who 
^' > traverse the seas,^nd explore both hemispheres^ 
^' * to cultivate and to naturalize it in our cli- 
." ' mate ? Arid they to whom we ^o for instruct 
^' ' tion, and who enrich themselves by selling us 
''^ * the productions of their industry, these very 
*' ' people dare to call us barbarians ! No, no* 
f* ' this is not the motive of the wjar which the un- 

' grateful Napoleon makes upon nis. He. fears 

' our rapid progress more than our barbarism. 

'In fact, what nation is virtuous enough not 
^* ' to be jealous of the miraculous protection 
^' ' which Providence grants to our empire. It is 
^ ' scarcely a century since Peter, of illustrious 

' memory, placed it in the rank of great nations; 

' and since that time, how many countries have 

' been subdued ! — ^how many cities have been 
*' ' captured !— 4iow many provinces reduced to 
^' ' submis^nl Yet let us rather consideriBts the 
*' * noblest trophies, the towns that ha^ve been 
*'' * founded, the districts that have been civilized, 
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*' ^ and the uniyersities, colleges, and iostitn- 
*' ^ tions, ivhich have been established. These 
*^ ' abondantly proye th&t we have effaced the 
*' * line which separated civilized from savage 
*^ ^ Europe. It is our spirit of civilization, so 
" ' closely resembling that of which the French 
** * are vain, which now attracts their hatred. 
^^ ^ They reproach us for our conquests over the 
*' "^ Persians and Turks, pretending not to know, 
** * that it is owing to the terror with which we 
^^ ^ have inspired the Mussulmen, that Europe has 
'^ ' ceased to be invaded by these infidels. Hun- 
•* ' gary is indebted to us for its safety, and Italy 
•* ' for its preservation. Far different is the cha- 
" * racter of our enemies, whose conquests are 
^* ^ only a new sublet of dissension and war with 
** * their neighbours.^ 

^' This is the substance of that memorable 
^* speech which the Emperor Alexander pro^ 
^ nounced in the assembly of the nobles, and 
** which the orator most judiciously repeated, as 
^* best calculated to rouse the courage of those 
<' who had not been present. Count Rasltopchin, 
*« now recalling all the energy of hi» character, 
f ' disdained longer to resort to the popular style 
^ of eloquence which he had used in hisprocla*- 
^^ matlpns, and availing himsdf of the impression 
*' which this discourse had produced oa the 
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*' oteembly/ addressed the people m the follow* 
** ing words : — 

" ' Brat£ Moscovitbs ! . 

^' ^ Out enemy advances ; and you already hear 
«^ * the roar of his cannon not far from* our 
^^ ^ suburbs. This bad man wishes to overwhelm 
<* ' a throne, the splendour of which eclipses his 
*^ *own« We have yielded ground, but we are 
^^ ^ not conquered. You know that Our £m«> 
<^ ' perori in imitation of his ancestors, resides in 
^^ S the camp. Our aimies are almost untouched, 
** ' and are reinforced every day by new letied ; 
^ ' but those of our pei^dious enemy» arrive ex^ 
** rfaausted, annihilated. Innensible maal he 
^' ^ thought that his victorious eagle, after baving 
** ^wandered from the bankisi of the Ti^a to the 
^* ' sources of the Volgai cOuld subdue oue, which^ 
*^ * reared in the midst of the Kirendin, proudly 
" ^ hovers over our heads, extending one wing 
^' ^ towards the pok, and reaching with the other 
^' ' beyond the Bosphorus. 

^^ ^ Let ui^ persevere, and, I venture to predicti 
^^ ^ that Durcountry will rise again from the midst 
*^ * of its ruins, greater and Aore mi^estic thui 
^^ < before. But to attain an end so deftirab!e» 
^ ^. consider, my friends, diat the grei^est Mcri« 
^^ ^ fices must be made/ and the dearset affectians 
^ * rcaiounced. Prove yourselves worthy descend;* 
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•* * ants of the Pojarskiee, the Palitdires, and the 
" ' Minines, who in the most calamitous times, 
" ' established by their courage the belief that the 
••' ^ Kjemlin is inviolable. Cherish this pious 
^* * tfadition, and maintain it by arming- your- 
^ ' selves against oor dangerous enemy, who 
*♦ * wishes to overthrow our altars, and to annihi- 
•* * late our empire. Sacrifice every thing* to 
^* ' obtain a victory, or be content to lose your 
*' *^ honour, your fortunes, and your independ- 
" * ence. But if God, in the dispensations of 
•' * his wisdom, should allow vice to triumph for 
" *a moment, remember that it will be your 
*' ' sacred duty to fly into the deserts, and to 
" ^ abandbn a country which mil no longer be 
** ' be yours, while the presence of the foe pol- 
'" ' luted it. The inhabitants of Saragossa, recol- 
** ' lecfing the immortal courage of their ances- 
" * tors, who, to escape the yoke of the Romans, 
** * kindled a funeral pile, and immolated their 
" ' families and themselves, have preferred Kke 
" * them, to perish under the ruins of their town, 
" > rather than submit to oppression. The same 
« ^ tyranny now threatens to subjugate us. Let 
>' ' us shew to the whole universe that the glo- 
^' * rious example of the Spaniards has not been 
^ ^ lost upon the Russians.' 

" After this speech the most violent agitation 
" succeeded. The senators applauded with tran^ 
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•* port, and all, with the exception of seven^ 
*^ decided that Moscow should be burnt. A» 
*' soon as the populace wds. informed of this reso- 
^^ lution, they rushed through the principal streets^ 
*^ crying aloud that it was better to perish than to 
** outlive their country and their religion. Those 
^^ on whom nature had not bestowed the most 
^^ ardent courage, ran to their homes to save their 
^^ lamilies from the impending danger. Some 
^^ fled with haste from the city, to experience in 
*^ the woods the horrors of famine ; others solemnly 
^' devoted themselves to die defence of their na* 
*' tive town, or joined the troops, which were 
** commencing their retreat, while the rest of the 
*^ population seizing their arms, either took re« 
^^ fiige in the Kremlin,, or immediately set fire ta 
^' the Exchange, which contained, as you know^ 
** immense riches, and where the French army 
'^ might have found means of subsistence during 
•* the whole winter." 

. ^arhis was the account which the worthy tutor 
gave me of all that had happened at Moscow, pre* 
vious to our arrival there. We both lamented 
these calamitous events ; but the day being calm, 
we hoped that the fire would not extend beyond 
the Exchange. Our regret and our terror were 
unspeakable, when on the morrow, at the dawn 
of day (September 16), we saw the conflagration 
raging extensively, and perceived that the wind. 
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blowing with violence, spread the flames ia eyeiy 
direction. 

The most heart-rending scene which my ima« 
gin^tioa had eirer conceived, far surpassing the 
naddest atory in ancient or modern history, now 
presented itself to my eyes. A greait (mrt of the 
popvl^tion of Moscow, terrified at our arrival, 
itf4 concealed themasivfis in cellars or secret re* 
cesses of Uieir houses. As the fire thread around, 
we 9%w them rushing in despair firom their va- 
rious asylums. They uttered no imprecation; 
th^y breathed no complaint ; fear had rendered 
them dumb : and hazily snatching up their most 
precious effects, they fled before the flames. 
Others, of greater sei^ibility, and actuated by 
the genuine feelings of nature, saved only their 
parents, or their infants, who were closely 
clasped in their arms. They were followed by 
their other children, running as fast as their little 
strength would permit, and with all the wildness 
4>f childish terror, vociferating the beloved name 
pf mother. The old people, borne down by 
grief more th^n by age, had not sufficient power 
to follow their Ik^iilias, and expired near the 
iiouses in which they were born. The streets, 
the public places, and particularly the churches, 
were filled with these unhappy people, who, lyingr 
pn the remains of their pwperty, suffered even 
without ^ murmur, No cry, no complaint wa» 
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iieaid. Both the conqueror and the conquered 
vere equally hardened; the one by excess of 
fortune, the other by excess of nusery. 

The fire, whose r^iyages could not be restrained, 
won reached the finest parts of the city. Those 
palaces which we had admired for the beauty of 
their architecture, and the elegance of their fur« 
niture, were enveloped in the flames. Their 
magnificent fronts, ornamented with bas-reliefii 
and' sjtatues, fell with a dreadful crash on the 
fn^ments of the pillars which had supported 
them. The churches, though covered with iroQ 
and lead> were likewise destroyed, and with them 
those beautiful steeples, which we had seen th^ 
night before, fesplendent with gold and silver* 
The hospitals too, which contained more than 
twelve thousand wounded, soon began to burn* 
This offered a dreadful and harrowing spectacle* 
Almost all these poor wretches perished. A few 
who still lingered, were seen crawling half burnt 
amongst the smoking ruins; andoAers, groan* 
ing under heaps of dead bodies, endeavoured in 
vain to extricate ftemselves from the horrible de» 
«truction which surrounded them. 

How shall I describe the confusion and tumult 
when permission was granted to pillage this imr 
mense city ! Soldiers, sutlers, gaUey^slavM, ud 
prostitutes, eagerly ran through the streets, peb>. 
oetnting into the deserted palaces, and carrying 
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away every thing which could gratify their ara^ 
rice. Some covered themselves with ituflb, richly 
worked with gold and silk ; some were enveloped 
in beautiful and costly furs ; while others dressed 
themselves in women's and children's pelisses, 
and even the galley-slaves concealed their rags 
under the most splendid habits of the court. The 
rest crowded into the cellars, and, forcing open 
the doors, drank to excess the most luscious wines, 
Imd carried off an immense booty. 

This horrible pillage was not confined to the 
deserted houses alone^ but extended to those 
which were inhabited, and soon the eagerness 
and wantonness of the plunderers, caused devas* 
iations which almost equalled those occasioned 
by the conflagration. Every asylum was violated 
by the licentious troops. They who had officers 
in their houses flattered themselves that they 
should escape the general calamity. Vain illu- 
sion ! the fire progressively advancing, soon de- 
stroyed all their hopes. 

Towards evening, when Napoleon no longer 
thought himself safe in a city, the ruin of which 
seemed inevitable, he left the Kremlin, and esta» 
blished him^lf with his suite in the easde of 
Peterskoe. When I saw him pass by, I could 
tiot behold without abhorrence the chief of a 
barbarous expeditioH,/ndio ^evidenly endeavoured 
to escape the decided; te^timoiiy/ofjlublicaadi^* 
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MftioD/by decking the darkest road. He sought 
it» however, in vain. On every side the flames 
seemed to pursue him, and their horrible and 
mournful glare, flaslung on his guilty head, re« 
minded me of the torches of Eumenides pur-« 
suing the destined victims of the Furies I 

The generals likewise received orders to quit 
Moscow* Licentiousness then became unbounded^ 
The soldiers, no longer restrained by the pre- 
sence of their chiefs, committed every kind of 
excess. No retreat was safe, no place sufficiently 
sacred to afford protection against their rapacity. 
Nothing more forcibly excited their avarice than 
the church of Saint Michael, the sepulchre of 
the Russian Emperors. An erroneous tradition, 
had propagated the belief that it contained im- 
mense riches. Some grenadiers presently en- 
tered it, and descended with torches into the vast 
subterranean vaults, to disturb the peace and si- 
lence of the tombs« But instead of treasures* 
they found only stone coffins, covered with pink 
Velvet, and beai*ing a thin silver plate, on which 
were engraved the names of the Czars^ and the 
dates of their birth and diecease>< .Mortified at the 
disdppointtnent of their hopes j/ttiey searched the 
very coffins, aii'^sei^ted every offerifig >h!ch had 
been cai^<g|^te^ by piety, and chiefly valuable 
from tl^ sei|kiip^nte of which it had been the. 
pledge. ;;U?ith a|l the excessei^ of plunder, they 
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mingled ^e most degradhig and horrible de^ 
bauchery. Neither nobility of blood, nor the 
ifmioceiice of youth, nor the- tears of beanty, weste 
respected. The licenti<msness was cruel and 
boundless; but it was inetitable in a sarage war, 
in which sixteen diflferent nations, opposite in 
their manners and their language, thought them- 
selves at liberty to conamit every crime, fiilly per- 
suaded that all their disorders would be attributed 
to the nation alone^. 



* In hia later editions,^ Labaume has suppressed a veiy beau- 
tiful episode, because it was supposed to be too romantic, and* 
inconsistent witb the gravity of an historian. It is, howevet, toa 
icetertftiQgiandtxia well toM to be lotlt to the public: wUkth^ie- 
foie the tnmsktor faithfully adh^^ to tb^ fouith and iac^nived 
edition io his text, he will g^ve the pleasing ronaance of the first 
edition in the form of notes^ The following, pathetic stoiy had 
a place here: — 

* As they eagerly searched evseiy pmk qi lihebuilding, they per- 
^ved, at tiiQ end of a dark gallery,, a lanipy i^P balf-«stiii- 
ficuished ii^fat •f which fell on a sipall. altar. The)r immediatdy 
proceeded towards, it, and the first object which presorted itidf 
to their notice, was a 3^ung female, elegantly dressed, and in the 
attitude of devotion; At the noise of the soldiers, the unhappy 
girl screamed Ticdently, and fieftiota a awK)on» « Iti that situation' 
she was carried befnse one of our' getierlis. 

- As long as I have life I shall retain the impres^on which the 
appearance of that, young lady, pale, and almost idying, pro* 
ducedon my mind. Her countenance, in which grief and de-^ 
spair wsre equally legible, was irresistibly interedting. As her 
reeoQfctYDn. returae^ji (die. seemed .to depnecatelthie care which ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



MOSCOW. 211 

Penef ratftd by so many calamities, I hoped that 
the shades of night would cast a veil over thfe 
dreadful scene, but they contributed, on the con- 
trary, to render the conflagration m6re terrible?* 

was employed in recalling; her to life* While we gazed on har 
lovely form, eveiy bosom was inspired with pity, and we were all 
anxious to become acquainted with her histoiry» The general, in 
^aiticulair, but fix>m very different motivles, seemed' eager to 
hear it ; and sending most of those who were present away, he 
begged her to relate to him her misfortunes. 

** Of what use," said she, " would it be to mention to you 
** the wealth of. a house which will doon be annihilated ? Suffioe 
** it that the name of my father is celebrated in the history of 
" our empire, and that he is now serving with distinction in the. 
•* army which is gloriously fighting in defence of our coun- 
** try. My name is Paulowna. On the day preceding your en- 
•* trance into Moscow, I wds to be united to one of ihe young 
'* warriors, who had distinguished himself at the battle of Mo« 
^ ja^sk. But in the mi&sl of the nuptial solemnities, ihy taiher 
«« was infotm^ that the French were at the gates of the city, 
** and tfufilptoding our marriage, and taking niy hUsbarid with 
«« him, they hastened to join the army. As I sat with my afi- 
<* flicted &mily on the following morning, we heard the roar of 
** th^csnnOn ; the nois^ evidently approached, and we no longer 
*« doubted that we must quit Moscow. We immediately fled, 
*' but when we arrived near the Kremlhif, an immense crowd met 
** us^ aftd rushing hastily by, jmrted me from my mother and 
** fiifitevs. I end€lirotired in vain to recall thein by my criesl 
<< The noise of arms, and the shouts of^ an infuriated populace^ 
** overpowered my feeble voice, and in an instant I was render 
•• truly miserable. The French, meanwhile, pentJhated into 
^* the town, and driving all before them, advanced towards the 
'^ Kremlin* To find a shdter from thdr excesses, I with manj^ 
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The violence of the flames, which extended from 
north to south, and were strangely agitated by 
.the wind« produced the most awful appearance, 
on a sky which was darkened by the thickest 
«moke. Frequently was seen the g^lare of the 
burning torches, which the incendiaries were 
hurling from the tops of the highest towers, on 
those parts of the city which had yet escaped de- 
struction, and which resembled at a distance so 
many passing meteors. Nothing could equal the 
anguish that absorbed every feeling heart, and 
which was increased in the dead of the night, by 

** others mn into the citadel, which was considered a place of 
*^ secarity. As I could not mix with the combatants, I retired 
** to the church of Saint Michael, seeking refuge among the 
** graves of the Czars. Kneeling near their sepulchres, I in* 
** yoked the manes of those illustrious founders of our country, 
*/ when, on a sudden, some brutal soldiers broke in upon my 
** retreat, and dragged me away from an inviolable and sacred 
*' asylum/' When the unhappy girl had finished her history, 
she shed a torrent of tears, and throwing herself at the general's 
feet, implored him to rei^>ect her virtue, and restove her to her 
relations. He wasmore interested by her beauty tfaaa her tears; 
and pretending to pity her misfortunes, pledged himself to re* 
lieve them* He ofifered her his house as a protection; and pro* 
mised to use his utmost endeavours to discover her father and her 
destined husband. But as I knew the disposition of the man, 
I dearly perceived, that this apparent geaerosity was only « 
snare to deceive the innocent Paulowna. There wanted nothing 
more to complete the horrors of that day, when he resolved to 
outrage virtue and seduce innocence. 
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fhe cries of the miserable victims who were sa- 
vagely murdered, or by the screams of the young 
females, who fled for protection to their weeping 
mothers, and whose ineffectual struggles tended 
only to inflame the passion of their violators. To 
these dreadful groans and heart-rending cries, 
which every mioment broke upon the ear, were 
added, the bowlings of the dogs, which, chained 
to the doors of the palaces, according to the 
custom at Moscow, could not escape frpm the 
fire which surrounded them. 

Oveipowered with regret, and with terror, I 
flattered myself that sleep would for a while re- 
lease me from these revolting scenes ;^ but the 
most frightful recollections crowded upon me, 
and all the hon*ors of the day again passed in 
review. My wearied senses seemed at last sink* 
ing into repose, when the light of a near and 
dreadful conflagration piercing into my room, 
suddenly awoke me, I thought that my chamber 
was a prey to the flames. It was no idle dream, 
for when I approached the window, I saw that 
our quarters were on fire, and that the house in 
which I lodged was in the utmost danger. Sparks 
were thickly falling in our yard, and on the 
wooden roof of our stables. . I ran quickly to my 
landlord and his family. Perceiving their dan- 
ger, they had already quitted their habitation, 
and had retired to a subterranean vault which 
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a^r4ed them mo» security. I found thfim mik 
their ^ervanti ^U assembled there, nor could I 
prevail on them to leaye it, for they dreaded our 
qc^diers more than the fire. The father wa« 
tiling on the threshold of the yault, and appeared 
desirous of fijrst exposing himself to the cala- 
9U|;ies ^hich threatened his family. Two of hif 
daughters, p^, with disheyelled hair^ an/d whose 
l^iurs added to their beauty, disputed with ^^ 
tine honour of the sacri^ce. It was not \fithout 
violence that I could snatc^ them from Ihe build- 
mg, unde^ which they woul4 otherwise soon have 
l>^n buried. Whe^ th^ unhiappy creatures 
9gain saw the light, they conteqiiplated with in* 
^iiffiT^np^ the Ipss of all ^^r property, and werji 
ff^ly asl/o^ished th^t they wj&re stiU ative. Though 
ifypy wsT)^ convince^ tba^ no personal injury woi^^Id 
ppw pe offer^ed t^m, fhey exhibited i^pt any 
tpkei^ of grajtitude; hut resembled those mi* 
f einable crimii^alsy who^ having been ordered to 
exc^ci^t^o^, aye bi?vildered when a reprieve unex- 
peeted]iy arfiyps, pjjd wh9m the agonies of 4^th 
fender ipseBsiJ)le tp the gift of life. 
. Pesirous pf termi^atjin^ the recital of this hor- 
li^e jpfttastrpphe, for which history wants expres* 
f ipns, and ppetr^ has pp colours, I s}iall pass 
.over i^ si|ence many circumstances revolting to 
him^ity> and Tuarely describe the dreadful con- 
j^siop which arose in our army, when tl^e fire 
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iiad reached ewiy part of Moscow, aud the whole 
city was become one immense flame. 

The different streets could no longer he distin*^ 
guished^ and the places on which the houses had 
stood were marked only by confused piles of 
stones, calcined and black. The wind, blowing; 
with violence, howled mournfully, and over^i 
whelmed us with ashes, with burning fragmentst 
and even with the iron plates which covered th^ 
pajaccj. On whatever side w^ tuirned we saw 
only ruins and flames. The fire raged as if it 
were fimned by some invisible power. The most; 
extenmve ranges of buildings seemed, to kindle* 
to burn^ and to disappear in an instant. 

A )ong^ row of carriages was perceived through 
tb^ thiick smoke load^ with booty. Being too 
hMvily laden for the exhausted cattle to draw 
them along} they were obliged to haJt at every 
step, when we heard the execrations of the drivers* 
who, terrified, at the surrounding flames, endea* 
VQUr^d t<v pu3h forward with dreadful outcries. 
The soldiers were diligently employed in forcing 
f>pen every door. They seemed to fear lest they; 
shmild leave one^bonse untouched, and as if the 
hoi^ty last acquired wasi preferable to what thejj 
had already obtained, they abandoned their former 
prizK ta seize oigi every new object. Some, whea 
their canris^esi w^eje ladeja almost to breaJdng> 
dQwn, b/>re the test of their plunder on their 
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backs. The flames obstructing the passage of 
the principal streets, often obliged them to re- 
trace their steps. Thus, wandered from place 
to place through an immense town the avenues of 
which they did not know, they sought in yain to 
extricate themselves firom a labyrinth of fii*. 
Many, instead of approaching the gates by which 
^ey might have escaped, wandered further from 
them, and thus became the victims of their own: 
rapacity. The love of plunder was yet predo^ 
minant, and induced our soldiers to brave every 
danger. They precipitated themselves into the 
midst of the flames. They waded in blood, 
treading upon the dead bodies without nemorse,' 
whilst the ruins of the houses, mixed with bum-t 
ing coals, fell thick on their murderous hands. 
They would probably all have perished, if the 
insupportable heat had not forced them at length 
to withdraw into the camp. 

The fourth corps having also received orders td 
leave Mojscow, we proceeded (September 17th) 
towards Peterskoe, where our divisions were en- 
camped. At that moment, about the dawn of 
day, I witnessed a spectacle, at once aflfecting and 
terrible, namely, a crowd of the miserable inha- 
bitants drawing upon some mean vehicles all that 
they had been able to save from the conflagration^ 
Th^ soldiers, having robbed them of their horses, 
<the men and women were slowly and painfuUy 
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dragging along their little carts, some of which 
contained an infirm mother, others a paralytic 
old man, and others the miserable wrecks of half- 
consumed furniture. Children, half naked, fol* 
lowed these interesting groups. Affliction, to 
which their age is commonly a stranger, was im* 
pressed on their features, and, when the soldiers 
approached them, they ran crying into the arms 
of their mothers. Alas ! what habitation could 
be offered them which would not constantly recall 
the object of their terror > Without a shelter and 
without food, these unfortunate beings wan^ 
dered in the fields, and fled into the woods ; but 
wherever they bent their steps, they met the con- 
querors of Moscow, who frequently ill-treated 
them, and sold before their eyes the goods which 
had been stolen from their deserted habitations* 
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PART IL 



BOOK VI. 



MALO^AROSLAVITZ. 

Th£ arriTal of a victQrioi)9 FreiiiQb army in ^ 
auQient capital of the C^ar^i the richest ao4 moat 
centra) city of RQ9lia» »Pd wjiich a relif iom 
belief had hitherto considered sacred, was one of 
the most extraordinaiy occurrences of modem 
history. 

Our former conquests had accustomed Europe 
to behold our vastest and wildest plans crowned 
with complete success. But none of our expe- 
ditions had an appearance of imposing grandeur 
like this, or were so calculated to seduce and mis- 
lead the imagination. The difficulty of the en* 
terprise equalled every romantic tale that the 
Persians, the Greeks, or the Romans, had con- 
ceived. The distance from Paris to Moscow, 
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nearly equijito that which separated tt^ capital 
of Alexander from that of Parius ; the nature of 
the country, and the rigour of the climate, which 
bad been hidiierto supposed inaccessible to the 
armies of Europe ; the remembrance of Chai?les 
XII., who, wishing to atteippt a similar project, 
did not dare to pass Smolensko ; the terror of the 
Asiatic nations, astonished to see the people who 
had fled before us arrive amongst them ; all cou- 
cuired to give to thje progress of the grapd army, 
9Ji air of siiblimiity which recalled to our re- 
f^pUeotipn the most celebrated expeditipni; pf fin- 
liquity. 

Such W98 the aspect of our conquests, wb^u 
taken in the most brillijant point of view ; but, 
when SQUu4 rcascm had taught us to lpp|£ iQto 
fwtorjty, ppthinjg pres^^iet^ii itself but the darkest 
and most frightful \vpk^ge^. The horrible pxfre- 
mity to which the inhabitants of l\|oscow bad 
been reduced, proved to i|s that we had up meatus 
of treating with a people determined to make 
such imip^9se s^^cril^ces ; and, that th^ vaiii glory 
pf signing a treaty of peace at Mosqow ba4 
jcindled a fire, the rav^es of which would spread 
tHuroHgh Europe, mi would give to the war ^ 
pbar»Pter so sanguinaiy, that it could only end ie 
th^ entire ruin of a generous people, or the fall of 
tbat evil ge^iw, whpm Gpd, in his displeasure, 
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seemed to have designed as a new exterminating 
angel to chastise mankind. 

The wisest and most judicious witnessed the 
destraction of the city with alarm and terror. In 
the space of five days the whole of it had become 
a prey to the flames, the light of which illumi* 
nated our camp every night. " There is no 
** hope," said they, " of a speedy termination of 
" the war, even should we continue our con- 
" quests. Having completed the ruin of Mos- 
" cow, who knows whether we shall not attempt 
^* that of Petersburg ? And, even when we have 
^^ subdued all Russia, may we not anticipate an 
" expedition to the Euphrates or the Ganges ? 
" Alas! our devotion and our successes only 
" serve to prolong the misfortunes of-ourcoun- 
" try, by exciting to yet wilder projects an am- 
** bition which knows no limits.** 

Although the ruin of Moscow was a great loss 
to the Russians, it was still more sensibly felt by 
us, and it ensured to our enemies all the advan** 
tages which they had promised themselves from 
the rigour of their climate. In vain did we re- 
present to the inhabitants that the burning of 
their capital was useless, and that the French 
army ought to rejoice at being relieved from an 
immense population, whose natui*al ardour and 
fanaticism might have caused dangerous sedio 
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tions. . After much reflection* I am conTinced 
that the Russian government had reason to fear, 
from the crafty and treacherous character of our 
chief, that this population, instead of revolting 
against us, might have become instrumental to our 
projects ; and that many of the noblesse, led away 
]l»y an example so dangerous, or seduced by bril-* 
liant, but deceitful, promises, might have aban« 
doned the interests of thdr country. 

To prevent this calamity. Count Rastopchin 
sacrificed the whole of his fortune in burning 
Moscow, thinking that this great example would 
be the onfy means, of rousing the energies of the 
nobility, and that by throwing the odium of the 
conflagration upon us, he would render us the 
objects of universal execjration. Besides, the 
city being provisioned for eight, months, the 
French armybyoccupying it, would have been able 
to wait the return of spring, and then renew the 
campai^ with the armies of reserve which were 
encamped at Smolensko, and on the NieniLen ; 
while by burning Moscow, they would compel us 
to a precipitate retreat in the most rigoroius season 
of the year. 

Their hopes, founded on ^is calculation, could 
not be disappointed ; for oUr formidable army, 
though it arrived ib the fine seas()n, liad lost a 
third of its numbers by fatigue and the rapidity 
of our march ; and the enemy had no reason to 
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fear tbat We eould masntam any p<MitHki, Mfki€ 
our want of discipline had made a desert of all eu^ 
eodqneste, and oui^ impi'ovideftf chief had formed 
no phtk fo facilitate out retreat. 

fai short, to finii^ this picture of our distresses; 
in the midst of our apparent rictory, the wh<^ 
army was discouraged and worn out with fatigue. 
The tavatry was ilearly ruimed, and the artillery^ 
horses, exhausted by want of food, eould no longa^ 
draw the gtms. 

Although we were the deplorable Tictims of 
the con^agration of Moscow, we must do justice 
to the inhabil^nts of that city. It is nnpossible 
not to admire their generous devotedness^ to thei# 
country, and we must ac&ndwledge that they have^ 
like the Spaniards, raised themselves, by thei^ 
courage and Aeir persererance, to t3ia:t high de^ 
greeof true glory which constitutes the gteataess 
of a natioki. 

When we recollect tte sufferings that we had 

endured, and fhe losses* we had experienced by 

fatigue alone, previous to our arrival at MoscoWj 

and that at a time when: the earth, covered with 

I ' f - .. -• - • -' 

* The (burth corps, when we let out from Glogau, con- 
v,^^^ nftted of dboutforty-agfatldioiiflUHl men, batwhen we left Most 

00 w, th^re were only twenty thoufiend inftu[itryy and two tiiousand 
cavalry. The fifteenth divisioD, consisting of thirteen thousand 
men at the commencement of the campaign, was then reduced to 
four thousand. 
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ito choicest ptodnctiom, offered u» afacmdaat re^ 
sources, one can scarcely conceive how Natpoleo» 
could foe so blind and t>bstinate as not iaime* 
diately to abandon Russia ; particularly Wh^ he 
satr ihat winter approached, and that the capital^ 
00 which he had so much depended, no longer 
existed*. It seems as if Proyidence had deprived 
him of reason, to punish him for his pride, since he 
presumed to think, that they who had sufficient 
courage to lay wsfite and destroy their country, 
would afterwards be weak enough to accept hi» 
hard proposals, and sign a treaty of peace on thto 
smoking ruins of theii* metropolis. They wha 
possessed the smallest foresight, predicted our ifii»' 
fortunes, and imagined that th^ heard theprophe-* 
tic words which were denounced against Nebtiebad^ 
nezzar, in the midst of his greatest fto&pentf:'^^ 
^' Thy emjpire shall pass into other hands. 
^^ Thou shalt be driven from the comj^y of 
*^ men, and shalt live in exile until thou riialt 
^' know that the Most High ruletfa in the king* 

■■ ■ ■■ . ' « > I •' ' uy-^ 

* Napoleon teems to have undervalufid the inUitai3r talents of 
KutufiofF, whom he had defeated at the battle of Austerlitz; He 
was likewise kept in utter ignorance of the forces and the ma^ 
noeuvres of the Russians, to harass or cut off his retreat, and he was 
deceived both in the character of Alexandei* and the Russian 
nation, uriiom he confidently expected would have beoi 4ernjfied 
into unconditiopl submission by tfatiloss of their tcapitd. 7V<ai#- 
latar^t note. • ;*.... 
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^^ domof m€n, and gireth it to whomsoerer be 
« will/' 

Daring the four days (17, 18, 10, and 20, Sep* 
tember) that we remained near Peterskoe *, Mos^ 
cow did not cease to burn. In the meantime the 
rain fell in toiTents ; and the houses near the 
ehateau being too few in number to contain the 
numerous troops who were encamped there, it 
was almost impossible to obtain shelter : men, 
horses, and carriages, bivouacked in the middle 
of the fields. The staiF-officers, placed around 
the chateaux where their generals resided, were 
established in the English gardens, and lodged 
under grottos, Chinese pavilions, or green- 
houses, whilst the horses, tied under acacias or 
linden-trees, were separated from each other by 
hedgies or beds of flowers. This camp, whose 
very situation rendered it truly picturesque, ap- 
peare4^ still more extraordinary from the ne^ 
costume adopted by the soldiers, most of whom, 
as some defence from the inclemency of tbe 
weather, had covered themselves with every -spe- 
cies of apparel used by the northern nations, and 
which had formed the most pleasing and amusing 
variety on the public walks of that citj\ Thus 
we saw, walking in our camp, soldiers dressed d 
■'■' " t , ■ ■ ■ ■ 

* ^isiiiiperial chtueauy of which we hate alt^dy spokcDji^ 
buta quarter of a league from Moscow. * 
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ia Tartofe^ 4 Ja eoioque^ d la Ckindse; <me wore 
the Polish cap, another the high bonnet of the 
Persians, the Ba«kir», or the Kalmouks. In short, 
OUT army presented the image of a eamival ; and 
it was aiAerwards jostty said, that our retreat 
cmnmenoed with a masquerade, and tnded with 
9L &neraL 

The tiWiidance wbicii the soldiecs now enjoyed 
made >theM sjpeediiy farget Ihekr {BStAgws. . With 
4&e rain pouring on their heads, a&d their feet 
immersed m th^ mud, they consoled themselve* 
wHk gomd 4)heer, m^ the adrantages which they 
deidted from trafficking in Hie plunder of Mos*. 
cow. Al^ough it was ferbidden to ^o into the 
dity^ ihe soldiers, aU^i'ed %y fhe hope of gain, 
sricAated fte order, aivd /all ways returned loaded 
«wiJlh provisions and metchandise. Under the 
pretence of 'going on maraudifig parties, they re** 
turned ^eear the Krem^lin, and dug amongst the 
l^ins, ^heire Aey disoo^^red entire magazines, 
94iei»se they dvew a provision of articles of every 
deseription. Our camp no longer resembled an 
army, b«rt, a fpoatfair, a,t whioh each imldier, me* 

4<**irt ^■viK'T^ h^^gi A*iL ijf\^^jx. m^lv*l%Qir^^ d/tl^ 4V>^ irw%r\ai' ^tqIh. ' 

able artictes at wa iticonsidietable ^p%e ; and 
alflmugh unsheltered in the iBrelds, and exposed 
to the inclemency of the weather, he, by a sin- 
gular contrast, ate off China> plates, 4rank out .ol* 
silver vases, and possessed almost.iCtiwii^ ^gs^t 

/I 
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end expensive article which luxury could iB-' 
vept. 

The neighbourhood of Petefskoe and its gar* 
dens at length became as unhealthy as it was 
inconvenient^ Napoleon returned to establish him- 
self at the Kremlin, which had not been burnt, 
and the guards and staff-officers received orders 
to re-enter the city (the 20th and 21st of Septem- 
ber)*. According to the calculations of the 
engineers, the tenth part of the houses still re* 
mainedf . They were divided between the dif- 
ferent corps of the grand army. We possessed 
the fauboui^ of St. Petersburg, in which we had 
been quartered at our first entry into the city. 

As we again traversed the streets of Moscow, 
we experienced the most heart-rending sensations^ 
at perceiving that no vestige remaiiied of those 
noble hotels at wluch we had formerly been 
established. They were entirely demolished, and 
their ruins, still smoking, exhaled a vapour which 
filling the whole atmosphere, and forming the 
densest clouds, either totally obscured the sun, or 
gave to his did^ a red and bloody appearance. 

» The Cossacks had fomied a plan for an unexpected and fti- 
rious attack on the castle of Peteiskoe, and, it is toud, that had 
Napoleon delayed his departure thence one quarter of an hour» 
nothing could have saved him from felUng into their hands. — 
Translator's note. 

ta4th J^uUetuu - i: 
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The outline of the streets was no longer to be 
distinguished. The stone palaces were the only 
buildings which preserved any traces of their 
former magnificence. Standing alone amidst 
piles of ruins^ aad blackened with smoke, these 
wrecks of a city so newly built resembled some of 
the venerable remains of antiquity*. 

Each one endeavoured to find quarters for 
himself, but rarely could we meet Mith houses 
which joined together ; and^ to shelter a few 
companies, we were obliged to occupy a. vast 
tract of l»id, which only offered a fe^ habitations 
scattered here and there. Some of the chtirches> 
composed of less combustible materials than the 
other buildings, had their roofs entire, and were 
transformed into barracks and stables. Thus th% 
hymns and holy melodies which had once re^ 
sounded iiithin these sacred walls, now gave place 
to the neighing of horses, and the horrible blas« 
phemies of the soldiers. 

Curious to know in what state I should find 
the house sat which I had lodged, I long sought 
for it in vain, until a neighbouring church which 
bad survived the general destruction enabled me 



* The reader will be pkeaed to hear that Mobgow b fast reco* 
veriiig her former magnificence^ and that it i» materiallj improved 
in the regularity and beauty of the streets. TrmuhUor*s note. 
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to dsc^natti it. I cbtild scaKely believe <liM it 
ivas the same* The interior tvas entirely con- 
Bumed) and the fotir walls alone temained, whidt, 
were fuH of drinks^ occasioned by the fierceness 
t^ the Are. I was reflecting on Ibe terrible effi^ts 
of this destractiTe element, wbfcn the imfortijb- 
nate servants of the hoQse made tbeir ap^iearunce 
from the bottom of a vault. * Emaciated by famine 
and distress, I should doubtless have found their 
features much alteredvif ttees^es and smoke had 
Dot rendered ft totally imposdb^e feribe to know 
them again . They resembled spectres %K>re than 
htime^n beings. With mingled ^tyand isuMOnirii* 
ftient I recognized my fomier bost &noiafg these 
iiiiBisrable wretehes. Ite Wte concealed ixnd^ 
0imiB ^ags which he bad borrowed iVom his 4^9^ 
imstics. They now lived all togettier, for iiiislbr'- 
tnne had equalized every condition ! On ^seiein^ 
mte, ht burst into tears, particularly when ht ^ne* 
sented to me his children balf iiftked ^nd dying 
mtb ii«ii^r. Although bfs grief was silent, it 
tnadte a ^d^eep inafiresirion on my heart. He told 
me by signs thaft ^be «o}diets, after hafving plun- 
dered bis ^ftwelUng while itwasbnming, had^evm 
robbed him of the very clothes which he wore. 
This distressing picture touched me to the soul. . 
I wisbed io alleviate Us ««iffeiii»g«, tfaough I 
festtifid 1 l«id imly barren tron^ofettkrti to tjflfer. ITife 
saaie ijdau who a few da:)!^before had]given jtne a 
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fiplendid r^p^ist, acc^ted witb gral^ude a^QOrsel 
<^f breads 

Although the population of Moscow had almost 
disappeared, there stil] remained some of those 
uofbrtuHatebeiugs whon^ naisery had: accustooKed 
to look ouall occurrences with indiffeirence. Most 
Qf them had become the meuial sefvants of their 
spoilers, aud thought themselves moal happy if 
they WQPe peraiitted to share ^fty Iqathsome ho^ 
which the soldiers rejected. There were alsQ i^ 
number of unfbdrtunate girls» and these alone de« 
rived any advantage frqm the plunder of Moscow^ 
The $<^ieFS eagerly associated with them, and 
when they weire ^nce introdusced into our quarte?s« 
they soon beesune absolnte faaistiresses of them, an4 
squandered away all that the iames had spared^ 
4ki»iaaU number) boweyer* really nieyited wr ye-» 
gard by their education, and above all by their mis* 
tunes, for, horrible to relate, famine and misery 
had compelled their mothers to come and offer 
them to us. , Thi« inwiorali^, nnder «uph cu^ 
cumstances, recoiled en tboae who had net suffi* 
eient virtue to resist the temptation, and who re- 
gaixled with an eye of passion, the forms which 
hunger bad emaciated, and disease had render^c} 
dwgerQUB andloathsowe*. 

* Of 44 thesis vH^tiiqs, the mo^t t^ be lamented, and the paost 
worthy of pitjr, was the unfortunate Paulowna, whose histgiy I 
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There yet Femained at Moscow a class of men 
the most contemptible of all, since they escaped 
the punishment due to their former crimes by con- 
senting to commit still greater ; these were the 
convicted felons. During the whole time of the 
conflagration at Moscow, they signalised them- 
selves by the audacity with which they executed 
the orders they had received. Provided with 
phosphorus, they lighted the fire anew, wherever 
it appeared to be extinguished, and even crept by 
stealth into the houses which were inhabited, to 
mvolve them in the general ruin. 

Several of these miscreants were arrested with 
torches in their hands, but their punishment, too 
prompt and summary, produced little effeC;t (24th 
September). The people, who always detested 
theirconquerors, regarded these executions merely 



have already related, and who, deceived hy an apparent gene^ 
Tosity, had heen weak enough to place unlimited confidence in 
the general under whose protection she lived. This man well 
knew. how to impose upon his innocent captiTe, by his assi- 
duities aud &lse pity ; and by feigning sentiments which he never 
felt, and tfiking advaptay e of the impo^ihility of discovering h^r 
parents or he^ loyer, he persuaded h^r that she would find in him 
a friend and a protector. On the faith of repeated promises, this 
innocent female, after having spent sevend days in unavailing 
tears, became a victim to the artifices of her ungenerous lover, 
Alas ! the general was already married, and she who had exi 
pected to become his wife, found herself only %, dishonoured 
plavc, 



Digitized by 



Google 



MALO-JAROSLAYITZ. 231* 

lEis the effect of policy. In short, these victilns 
were too obscure for the expiation of such acrime ; 
and above all, their trial, wanting publicity and 
legal form, threw no light on the cause of this 
dreadful calamity, and could not justify us clearly 
in the estimation of those who persisted in believ* 
ihg that we were the authors of it. 

Many of the Moscovites who had been concealied 
in the neighbouring forests, perceiving that the 
conflagration had ceased, believed that they had 
nothing more to fear, and re-entered the city. 
Some of them sought in vain for their houses, the 
very site of which could scarcely be discovered ; 
others would fain have taken refuge in the jsanctu- 
ary of their God, but it had been profaned. The 
public walks presented a revolting spectacle. The 
ground was thickly strewed with dead bodies, and 
from many of the half-burnt trees was suspended 
the carcass of an incendiai^y. In the midst of these 
horrors were seen many of the unfortunate inha* 
bitants, who, destitute of every asylum, were col- 
lecting the charred^lanks, to construct a cabin in 
some unfrequented place, or ravaged garden. 
Having nothing to eat, tjhey eagerly dug the earth 
to find the roots of those vegetables which the 
soldiers had gathered, or wimdering among the 
ruins they diligently searched among the cinders 
jfor any food which the fire had not entirely con- 
sumed. Pale, emaciated, and almost naked, the 
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w#y «h>wii6«s of their walk, annminced the ex- 
cew of their anSmngB, Others recollectixig that 
(Mnne .barget» loaded with grain had been sunk, 
plunged into the ri\^r to feed <»n the wheat then 
iD a gtsite of lerfaentation, and the steneh of which 
was tAo%t disgusting. To relieve this dreadfal 
recital, I will relate the noble conduct of a French 
toldicT, who Icrtind in one of the cemeteries a 
tr^rtnan that had just lain in. Perceiving that she 
liad been abandoned by all to whom she could 
liaturalty look for protection, that she was with* 
out sueconr, and without food, the generous 
soldier gave her every assistance in his power, 
Hiid for inany d^ys, shared with her the scanty 
ptovisions which be was able to procure*. 

When the main body of the Russian aitoy had 
taken its different positions, the proprietoi-sof the 
country in the neighbourhood of Moscow, per* 
eeiving that the disasters df the war had highly 
^Masperated the people against us, availed them- 
mlves of the popular feeling to excite a general 
insurrection. Many raised levies at their own 
expense, and put themselves at the head of the 
insurgent peasants. These forces, united to the 
Cossacks, intercepted our convoys on the great 
roads. But the principal aim of these military 



* Sec «« Moscow before and after the fire by G. T. D. L." 
Page 195. 
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preparations yvhj^ to hwfusa our forc^gers, and 
above all, to deprive them of the resouKea which 
they wjere $tiU able to procure from the neigh** 
bouoriag villages. The different corps of qui 
army, being far separated from each other, and 
encamped m an imvieose plain ' covered with 
wood, it wa^. imposiuble to guard against th« 
dedtructive warfare to wl^ch we were exposed. 

In digging under the ruins of Moscow, th^ 
soldiers often found magazines of sugar, wine, or 
brandy. These discoveries^ although they would 
have been, valuable in happier times, a^orded no 
great relief to an army which had consumed all 
the grain of the country, and which would sqoq 
have neither bread nor meat to eat. 

Our cattle perished fw want of forage, and to 
procure. others, it was each day necessary to en* 
gage in combats alwaya disadvantageous to us ; 
and at po gr^t a distance from our native coun^^ 
try and all our resources, the smallest loss was 
sensibly felt. 

Our real miseries was disguised by an apparent 
abundance. We had neither bread nor meat, yet 
onr tables were covered with sweet^meats, syrupSi 
and dainties. Coffee, and every kind of wine« 
served in china or crystal vanes, convinced us that 
luxury might be nearly allied to poverty. The 
extent and the nature of our wants rendered 
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money of little yalue to U9, and this gave ride 
to an exchange rather than a sale of commodi- 
ties. They who had cloth offered it for wine; 
and he who had a pelisse eouM procnre plenty 
of sugar and coffee. 

Napoleon bnoyed himself np with the ridiculous 
bope of recalling those by mild proclamations, 
who, to free themselyes from his yoke, had made 
tiieir capital an immense funeral-pile. To quiet 
their alarm, and inspire them with confidence, he 
had divided the remains of the town into districts, 
nominated governors for each, and instituted ma- 
gistrates who might preserve the lives and pro- 
perty of the few citizens that still remained. The 
Consul-General Lesseps being appointed governor 
of Moscow, published a proclamation, to announce 
to the inhabitants the joa^^ma/ m/eitfe'on^ of Napo- 
leon. But these kind and generous promises never 
reached the M oscbvites ; and even if they had, the 
rigorous circumstances under which the people 
were placed, would have made them regard the 
proclamation as insulting irony. Besides, the 
greater part had fled behind the Volga, and the 
others, who had taken refuge in the midst of the 
Russian army, were animated by a deadly hatred, 
and breathed only sentiments of vengeance ! 

In the meantime Prince Kutusoff, having con- 
veyed the greater part of his forces to Lectas- 
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kova between Moscow and Kaluga, to corerthe 
southern provinces, confined Napoleon so nar- 
rowly, that in spite of his different manoeuvres, 
he could not disengage himself from his painful 
position, but was always constrained to fall back 
on his own lines. It was impossible to advance 
towards Petei-sburg without leaving the Russian 
army on our rear, and endangering our safety, by 
abandoning all communication with Poland. He 
could not march towards the Volga, since every 
undertaking in that direction, would only divide 
his troops and remove him further from his re- 
sources: Nothing therefore could be more cri- 
tical than the situation of the French army now 
encamped on the roads of Twer, of Wladimir, of 
Kazan, and of Kaluga. It was compelled to re- 
main at Moscow, being hemmed in on every side, 
having scarcely any cavalry, yet forced to make 
head against the enemy at every point, through a 
line of a hundred leagues in circumference* 
Moreover, this capital, once so magnificent, was 
now become the abode of pestilence and death, 
while the surrounding country was totally de- 
serted, except by the peasants and the cossaqks, 
who plundered our convoys, intercepted, our cou- 
riers, massacred our foragers, and caused us ir- 
reparable evils. From that time our position be- 
came more and more painful. Our poverty and 
the discontent of the soldiers augmented every 
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darjf ; and? to compile qjut misforton^&» there ap- 
pealed no probability oC a peace. 

(t would be cumus to relate the extravagant 
jroj,ects \Ybicb> under these circuiiLstaiices, were 
discussed in the army. Some spoke of going to 
the Ukraine — others of miarching on Petersburg. 
J^ut those who were wise, maintained that we 
ought, ere long, to return to Wilua. Napoleon,^ 
always most obstinate when surrounded with diffi.* 
culties, and passionately fond of extraordinary 
exploits, persisted in maintaining himself in an 
absolute de«^vt, and thought to frighten the enemy 
by feigning to pass the winter there. To give 
mate colour to tlu^ ridiculous stratag^em, he 
formed the plan of aiming the JlCremlin, and even 
of milking a citadi^l ^f the. large prison which was 
^tiiiabted in th/^ garter of Petersburg, and vulgarly 
called the Squme Hmtfi^ ; and to complete the 
iblly and absurdity of the whole,, when efvery 
magaiuJlie was exhausted, and we had nothing to 
99A% he ordered us to lay 'm proTisiion for two 
4«t^»ths. While we were occupied in meditating 
cw a]rl these chimeras, and particularly on pnw 
i^istKmii^ Moscow without amy resource, the re-> 
pert of peece, heUeved hy those alone who so 
^rdei^t](y desired it,, filled our hearts with joy ; 
and fluttered u« with tibe hq>e that we should not 
be cmp^elled te attempt the execution of projects 
%heol(Utely impracUcahle* Thia news acquired 
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much credit from the ai'mistice which had been 
concluded between the cossacks and theadvstnced 
posts of tlie King of Naples. Such a contention 
seemed to aiigHit that there might be -some hope 
of a retonciliWion between the two Emperors ; 
i^pecially as we knew that General Laumton 
had been sent to the head-quarters of Piince 
KutnsofF, and that, in consequence of his inter- 
View with this commander, a courier had been 
despatched to St. Petersburg to decide on peace 
w war. 

!n the meaxrtime. Napoleon, *wilh his tisud 
activity, daily reviewed his troops, and by ihte «- 
vercst pfoclatnations obliged the^iolondls to main- 
tain the «trictefi(t discipline Iferoughont their regi- 
tnents. The wisatther continued remarkably frnje, 
and ^jonteibiited much *o the brilliancy of these 
reviews. A circumstance so rare tft this advanced 
iledidon was regarded as almost tniracnlous by fhe 
Mdscovit€fs, vrho, axrcustotoed to see it snorwitom 
the month of *Octo^>er to thait orf April, beheld 
witii astonishment iftie beattttful datys which we eft- 
joyed. The people, :naturally superstitions, an4 
who had long and ttxiously expected the winter las 
their certain avenger, abandoned themselves to 
despair, and considered this prodigy as the effect 
of the manifest protection which the Almighty 
had af£^ed to 'Napoleon. iBut fthi» ^afipitntft 
I«N^tec4i0*i was prec^te^^ ih^ ctvu^e etf tfia rtrin, 
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as it rendered him so infatuated, as to believe that 
the climate of Moscow would always resemble 
that of Paris*. His foolish and impious vanity 
made him hope to command the seasons as he had 
commanded men ; and, abusing his good fortune, 
he believed that the sun of Austerlitz would en- 
lighten him even unto the pole ; and that, like 
another Joshua^ he would be able by his voice 
to arrest this luminary in its course, and com- 
pel it to protect him in his ambitious career. 

While we were deluded by the protracted ne- 
gotiation, preparations were made to recommence 
the war, but nothijig was done to guard against 
the rigours of winter. Meanwhile, our pro^>ects 
became more alarming. The longer our stay at 
Moscow was continued, the more inconvenient 
and uncomfortable it became. In proportion as 
we exhausted the neighbouring villages, we were 
compelled to go to places more remote. Their 
distance rendered our excursions as perilous as 
they were fatiguing. Setting out at break of 
day, rarely did our foragers return before jnight. 
These excursions, daily repeated, harassed our 
men, and destroyed our cavalry, particularly the 



« 22d, 93d, and 24th» Bulletiiu. <' The season/* said he, '' is 
** very fine ; it is similar to the climate of France in October, 
^ or perhaps a litde colder. Every thing indicates ^t we 
•< muiit loon think of winteiwquaften.'* See the 25th Bvdletiiu 
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artillery-bwses. The strongest regimdats eoukl 
not muster more than KM) horses ; the flesh of 
these animals was become the only food of the 
soldiers, and to complete our wretchedness, die 
audacity of the cossacks redoubled in proportioa 
as our weakness rendered us defenceless. 

They soon gave us a fetal proof of this, by at- 
tacking, even in the very environs of Moscow^ 
the village in which the dragoons of the guard 
were cantoned. Our soldiers, though assailed 
by superior numbers, courageously defended 
themselves, and the affistir would have been glo- 
rious for them, if an officer of rank, and 50 men 
had not fallen into the power of the Russians. A 
few days afterwards they intercepted a convoy of 
artillery coming from Viazma, and conducted by 
two majors. Napoleon believed that these officeiB 
were culpable, and instituted an inquiry respect- 
ing their conduct. One of them destroyed him- 
self, more from the disgrace of having lost his 
cannon, th^n the fear of being found guilty. To 
prevent similar losses, Broussier's division, and 
the lig^t cavalry commanded by Couirt Ornano, 
received orders to establish themselves in the en- 
virons of the chateau of Galitzin, situated be* 
tween Mojaisk and Moscow. These troops de- 
livered the neighbouring country from the cos- 
sacks, who always avoided meeting them. But 
the smallest spot unoccupied by our troops, was 
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Ittmtdialeiy taken p^BMBsian of hy ihep^lMtde» 
t>f Tartara, "who profited by the ftdvimtiiges nfhick 
dieir knowkdge of liie coiHitry affoinkd tbeBi» to 
attempt the boldest enterprises; 
: They nade another aittack on a convoy of ar* 
tillery> cmning from Italy, under the orders of 
Major ViV€S« It was i»epor4ed that t;he eaoort, 
hftvkig taken to flight, surrendered, ^almost with«> 
out opposition» the artillery lA^bic^ had he^ 
intrusted to k. The en^ny carried off the field* 
pieoes and the horaes« whax OouAt Omaao being 
inforaicd of thlis attach pursued the cossacks and 
O¥€i'to6k them in'the ^mkldle of the woo^. At the 
sight <xf our cavalry they fled, and abandosiad all 
the fruits of ^eirvietcxry without resi^taiice. M^ 
jor Vives wonld have been bro4|g4)t to triaU but 
our departure, and the dtsasters which eusuedf 
forced Na^leon to relaiac ftom his accustcnned 
severity. 

While Ae fom teeoth division guarded tlie 
road from Viazma, the thirteenth ifas on that of 
Tiwer. This last division hadiieen loiig undis* 
turbed in its catitOBtoents,, when we were 4nf 
foim^d that Count Saltikof, the fe^vottnite <^ ^tfae 
£ii9p0E%>r Akxamrder, and proprietor t>f the \^Uage 
ef Mat^o, in the nei]^bourho0d<of SDimitrow, 
had anned all his peasante, and that, iioviaiig en- 
tered i4;rto combination with sev^eral other lords.^ 
be waRS $(n!ining ifn his chatmu iSiigrsmd scheme of 
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iasurrectioii. To prevent the consequences of 
8o dangerous an example, orders were given to 
a brigade of the thirteenth division to repair to 
the chateau de Marfino; The general who com^ 
majaded it made strict inquiries to convince him- 
self that these meetings had really taken place; 
The result was unsatisfactory and fruitless; ne^^ 
vartheless, obliged to conform to .the orders which 
he had received, he committed to the flames a 
palace which had been justly celebrated as one of 
the finest in Ri»iia. This pretended meeting 
caused :a suspicion that Napoleon only wished to 
revenge himself on Count Saltikbf, to whom he 
wa» an^ enemy, because that nobleman had con- 
tinued faithful to his sovereign. 

(Oct, 15th) . The various manoeuvres which the 
dftfierent corps of the aiTuy were ordered to make» 
confirmed us in the opinion that we. should not 
long be able to maintain our position. Every 
thing presaged our approaching departure, and 
^ suspicion was changed into certainty on per^/ 
eeiviag that the hospit'^Is at Minsk and Wilna 
were ev^acuated, and that the greater part of the 
wounded generals were included in that convoy, 
escorted by about 1000 in&ntry. We heard like- 
wise that the cavalry of the Itali^ guards bad 
quitted their good cantonments in the environs 
of*Bimitrow, to return to Moscow and that they 
proceedefji thence to;occupy the position of Cha*. 
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ropoTo (15th Octoba-), a little Tillage situftted on 
the road from Borovsk, about six leagues from 
Moscoiir. At the name time the Viceroy ordered 
die thirteenth division to return, the fourteetith to 
advance, and the cavalry of General Oiteanoto 
march towards Fominskee, whither it appeared 
that the whole of the fourth corps was about to 
direct its course. The cossacks, infonned of Itlns 
movement, availed themselves of a .favburable 
opportunity, when the hdsggage of our 4ight ear 
valry was feebly escorted, to attack the boirvoy. ia 
the neighbourhood of Osighovo, but seeing 6e« 
neral Broussier's division, they abandoned a part 
of their booty, and sheltered by the woods, escaped 
the pursuit of our sdldiers. 

We waited with the utmost anxiety the 'return 
of the courier which had been despatched to 
Peters1>urg^ and in the meantime General Lau* 
riston again set out for the head-quarters of Ku- 
tusoff, and that with so much precipitation that 
he was obliged to use the relays which had been 
appropriated to the use of the Emperor alone. Per- 
suaded that the answer would be favourable, our 
army neglected the necessary precautions, and 
imagined itself in the most perfect security. The 
enemy, profiting by this indiscretion, attacked on 
the 18th of October the cavalry of the King of 
Naples in the vicinity of Taroutina, and carried 
off from General Sebastiani a paric of twenty-siis 
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pieces of cannon, and a great many waggons. 
This attack, nutde at the moment when the cavalry 
was foraging, was fatal to that diyision of the 
army, which had been alrfeady much reduced. 
<Bat it is felse that our troops betook themselves 
to flight Tfa^ King of Naples, who was on foot 
at the moment of attack, was no sooner informed 
0f'tt, than he mounted his horse, and followed by 
hfs' staff rushed iiito the mjdst of the action, which 
lie directed with skill and intrepidity as soon as 
<nir cavalry could Ibrm. The cossacks were 
speedily compelled to fly, and abandon their 
prince. The Russian infantry advancing to their 
^plport, the engagement became general, and 
was dbstinately contested. The carabiniers and 
t9ome > Polish regiments, less fatigued than th^ 
rest of the cavalry, contributed to avenge the 
honour of our arms, and shewed themselves wor- 
thy of Ibsir former brilliant reputation. General 
|9agidwoM, who commanded the second Russian 
torpid, was killed in the action ; and General Ben- 
fligs^ was wounded. We lost nearly two thoUf^ 
sand men ; and we particularly regretted the death 
pf GeneraU Fischer aod Dery. The latter was 
sid^TdeH^asip tQ tb# King of Naples, and had oa 
mmy oecasion given proof of the greatest courage^ 
€nd the highest talents. 

The Emperor was' at the Kremlin occupied in 
reviewing his troops when bi^ receive4 this xmeX" 
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pected news. He immediately became furious, 
and in the transports of his rage, exclaimed that 
ft was treacherous and infamous ; that they had 
attacked the King of Naples in contempt of all 
the laws of war, and that none but barbarians 
would have thus violated a solemn convention^ 
The parade was immediately dissolved, all hopes 
of peace valnished, and the order for our depar* 
ture was given that very evening. All the corps 
were to quit Moscow, and take the grand road to 
Kaluga. We then hoped ihact we should ^go to 
the Ukraine, to seek, under a milder sky, eoun* 
^ tries less savage and more fertile. But those who 
were best informed, assured us that our movement 
on Kaluga was only a false manoeuvre, to conceal 
from the enemy our design of retreating on Smo- 
lensko and Witepsk. ^ 

Those who did not witness the departure of 
the French army from Moscow, can form but a 
faint idea of what the Greek and Roman armies 
were, when they abandoned the ruins of Troy or 
of Carthage. But they who observed the a^ppear* 



♦ No truce had been concludied between the tivo armies; the 
advanced posts of Mitloradowitch had merely intimated to those 
of the King of .Naples their desire and hope that peace migbl 
be concluded. These treacherous demonstrations deceived usy 
and caused the belief that hostilities would be suspended till the 
return of the courier despatched to Petersburg. That courier 
wi« not expected before Oct, 20th, 
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imce of our army at this moment adcnowledged 
file accuracy of those interesting scenes whicll 
are so admirably described in the writiDgs of 
Virgil and Livy. The long files of carnages, in 
three or four ranks, extended for several leagues^ 
loaded with Ihe immense booty which the soldieHS 
had snatched from the flames ; and the Moscoi^ite 
peasants, who were now become our servants, 
resembled the slaves which the ancients dragged 
ij;i their trains Others carrying with them tibteii; 
wives and children, or the wretched prostitutes^ 
of Moscow, represented the warrior^ amongst 
whom tiie captives had been divided . . Aftei^ti^ards 
came numerous waggons filled with trophiesi 
among which were Turkish or Persian standards 
torn from the vaulted roofs of the palaces of the 
Czars, and, last of all, the celebrated cross of 
Saint Iwan gloriously closed the rear of an army 
which, but for the imprudence of its chief, would 
hiave been enabled to boast that it had extended 
its conquests to the very limits of Europe, and 
astonished the people of Asia with the sound of 
the same cannon with which the pillars of Her- 
cules had re-echoed. 

The Russians surprised us on the 18th. It was 
for this reason that Napoleon asserted, that we ha4 
been attacked three days before the expiration of 
the armistice. 

.As we set out very late, we were obliged to 
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eAdstifp t^ d: iiii«erftble irindge, «ttly ttfte leagtti 
iVom Moscow. The cavalry of the Itatiftfr gutirdi^; 
whieh htid been stationed at Churo^fov^, mtuyrlieii 
im ite follo>wing day (19th October), and jdified 
v» at Patoutitrita^ not far from llie hhdteau of 
Troit6ko@5 where Napoleoir had esiabliiAied hi« 
head-<^arter9. Nearly the whote army was re«. 
united at this point, wit^ the exception of \hi 
liatftlry which was id adihanee, and the yonng 
fiiardu who remained at Moscow to bring up ilSi 
^ear. We experienced much difficulty in pM^ 
curing the means of subsisteui^e for tibe troops; 
but vie still continued to bivouac, and the cars- 
riages which every officer brought with him, fhr^ 
iti^hed him with sbme provisions. 

On the Stowing day, the cavalry of Hie rdjfal 
guards and the whole of the fourth corps were t^ 
have directed Iheir c6urse towards Charopovo; 
but at the momeiit When they were commencing' 
their march, they were recalled, and Ihe Prifrt* 
ordered these troops to pursue the s^me rout^ 
Which we had'followed on the preceding evening. 
We crossed the Pakra neat Gorki. This beau^ 
tiful village no longer existed but in name ; and 
the river, choked up with the ruins of the houses 
Which had been a prey to the flames^ fibwed iii h 
Mack and muddy stream. Abi^ve was the beau<- 
tiful chateau of Krasnoe which had been entirely 
pillaged ; but the elegance of the biiildibg still 
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fiftrmed* a striking coastrart wiAi the rastic liillfli 
on Trliicii ijt WM built W^ kalted bene, and an 
hour afterwards left tbe Ugb road to seek on ovtf 
rigbt'a padi &at would conduct us to Fominskoe^ 
yufh&e Geii^*al Bromsier and om cavalry ha4 
be^ for four or five days in view of the enemy. 
Our mavrii by Hm unfrequented road was very 
tedious and painful, but it procured us the ad** 
Tanlafe of finding soa^ villages, which, although 
they wen deserted, had not been so completely 
pl^undered as those <4i the great ro%d. We passed 
the night at Itiatowo, where we discoyered a cha* 
Uau situated on an eminence thirt o^^erlook^ the 
country by which we had arrived. 

We s^fteiiwaiids coQtii^u^ o^i" aai^ with an 
iBileBtioa tOMgaintbeimdto.QiaFO|>ovo, which 
we at length reached, near tl|e village of Bouika** 
spvo. These geographical details, on w>ich t 
dweU so much, will not appear tedious when it 
is reoolteoted that they ,are absolutely necessary 
in or^ to point out the dittculties that we had 
to encouiiter in our operatiom. Having only in* 
correct maps, and marching without guides, we 
eould not even pronounce tiie names of the vil* 
lages described in our charts. At length we dis- 
cov^ned a pe^sMit, whom we seized and kept for 
two days, but he was so stupid 1h{it he only knew 
the name of his own village. As tiiis ms^ ch was, 
however, very important for the Emperor, who 
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followed us with the main body of the wniy, the 
Prince made me every day draw out a plan of the 
i:oad, to send to the mi^or^general. 

Having surmoqnted every obBtede^ we te^ 
gained the old road of Kaluga. In one hour afier^ 
warda we arrived at Fomindcoe. BrQuasiar'a 
division was encamped in the environs of this 
village, and the cavalry, placed in advance, ware 
led on by the Viceroy, who proceeded to recon* 
noitre the height which the cossacks ^Mxupied ; 
but at his appearance they precipitately retired, 
leaving his highness at liberty to encamp peace* 
fibly on the ground for which we had expected to 
fight. . 

According to the military report, the position 
of Fominskoe would have been advantageous foe 
the Russians if they had resolved to defend it. 
Through the middle of the village, overlooked by. 
a, hill, ran the river Nara, which here formed a 
little lake surrounded by marshes, owing to the 
tontraqtion of the valley. The whole army had 
' to pass this defile, which contained only a single 
bridge. This bridge was reserved for the car- 
riages, and a tempoitiry one ^constructed for the 
infontiy. 

To execute this operation, and.to permit a part 
of the army to pass over before us, we were al- 
lowed a day of repose (22d October). In the 
meantime, the Poles, commanded by Prince Po. 
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Malowflki^ marched on Vereii^, where the ^tmaii 
Platoff was with his cossaoks. Napoleon soon 
followed us with his accustomed suite, aod in an 
instant the vUlage was filled with carriages, horses, 
aad men. But, owing to the skilful precautions 
Which had been adopted, all this passed without 
eonfusion ; a circumstance which excited not a 
litfle astonishment, for the cohorts of Xerzes^ 
had not more ba^age than we. 

The same day Captain Evrard, who had been 
^despatched to Charopovo, announced to us ^thal 
he had heard a tremencfeus report in the direction 
of Moscow. We afterwards learned that it had 
been produced by the blowing up of the Kremlin. 
:11ie destruction of this noble citadel, and of: the 
nagnifiqent buildings which it contained, was 
accomplished by the young imperial guards, eom- 
manded by the Duke of Treyiso. That marshal 
^ras ordered to destroy every thing that the flames 
bad spared- Thus perished this celebrated city, 
founded by the Tartars, and destroyed by the 
Fk^nch ! Enriched with every gift of fortune,' 
and situated in the centre of the continent, she 
experienced from the pactions of an obscure and 
remote islander the most lamentable, of. human 
vidssitudes. The historian will not fail to re* 

* An-expieaskm wUch Napoleon made use of in the BuUetins 
•r the Canpaignef 1809, idien speaking of the Austrian aimies. 
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ttw^ ptiMH&Itt the pK>gMM»^'of ^viUMtion( boMted 
krkfe o^¥n )yiiiletiiu»5 that be bndt caused Rmsift 
t^ftftbgtwiei ikt least, dhundt^ye^ts^^ 

Mmcow wttiSi'iiet r«tekeiir hy the* Russia^ histt 
im»tegulesii;r eitMuaicd by t^ young gaavd^ kli 
whose iiii>V4Mnewt»iv«ra'Maiiie€ited'/^ ottr plans 
of ope^tlon. General; Wkizi^gtooict who ooMi^ 
mandedthe corps whioh obs^^ed MoseovediiiM^ 
0tirb^««pa(ion orftliedlyvl^'vinSf ad^abeedas^far 
M^ a »ti^i «€^ the Kreqiluii, wi4ii the yojaog 
Nuti^kiiH hii» aid€^*JMni)», aoAsoiaa^dfagooM^ 
isoM^eatkdfy wet ^ith a piquet of the ISith regU 
mMt, o^mmaiMlied l^y'Liduteaati.t Lelea de Mbhi» 
^rttiis; wdio^HMDodiately idited the biidieof Ae 
gpeifeFtt^^hoM)^, an4 dedaired hraa^ his piMover^ 
^uriuuMd >4£ hm iqipf udeiiee, Win^in^erode ^wm 
ttodi«iiAt^sucheottf«isioti^ that'be'pviitdiidedtii 
fae s iitvildv C0iiid wecoofiiider ais aaeh a gat 
mral-4fiiolftef who adraiiced evidently ta aQimnM 
1m soldier, \ri1^a«aiiiy of the pmliminary conu 
iMtMcatio^ of a hevald^ aikd wiihont tnaking one 
oif.^hei tiMal signals^ 

A part ^ <4^ army having oraeaed the Nara^ 
liKi£iNirth corps followed Ihefii about ^ve o^clock 
ift dte mofnttig (23d October)^ and proceeded 
towards Befovsk. The eneffiy appelated ne m&re 

■ ^ 1 i r r ,i „, ,.i n ji ) ,1 , 1 ■< , ■■,. , 1 ^i. .. ' i..!. „ ■ .1.,^ ,1 .^ i .11 . „ i» I . 

* See the 31st and 36tfi BuUdliiis. 
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iMfotennr to atiBOtynird «ta ihe geneial^it^hlef^jtinit; 
we had deceived his vigilance by leaving^ tiie[m;nr 
mad to< i^Qga! thii(lugh' Tahxitiiiia, end! taking 
4tt qM one* mfaich paaate' ly B»ro¥srk« 

Kutuioff! hAng m&nrvasuit of onr iit»ffcii|»' in^iuBS. 
diateigf abaildoa^d faisiirteiudied ciin]i) at I^ 
kovo) hntltft ws'iih doiditwhetbttrhclTwioubbiake 
4]ie road l)^^ BomH^k j ^ by Mdlb^af csrinvMtti ' Na- 
poteba ocfcupij^d tllK^ fbrfifey dt]^^ isitiiMediofli aii 

and iiiaccfi»lMrie cl)iLnt»si^ 
- The Vieirdyv wto lnidi«»^aay|i«d todf atimgir^ 
b^ymyd- Borbvfife, lit a lilile i^ii)<igd omi tharight 
of the road, ordered Delzons' division i^\ xiMrdk 
OB Mbilo^JttMsIaiiiite, eeid miempy tk^t^Hti^^k be- 
fore thft Rnmcani isOfM^KUMffiitHi Tkii^g^n^^ 
iiafving found i« wMieut d^n<iav tooft pdsaeia^M 
€f it Iri^ only two iM«telionif» leaviiigr tb^- r^ «r 
liis treopt in tbe #ew: on the {^leiiH'. W# iffi«(gifl«d 
that this position was secured, when, at day:, 
break on the following morning (24th,October)9 
we heard a v^y heavy canaonadis: in^ our fe^nt» 
The Viceroy, «us|>e&tiii|p the cauM ef it; imniik 
diAtf^ tutfuftt^d hifi^h«rse^ a^ a^Ms^^miifMinred hf 
his staffs galloped towards Malo-J'aroslavit^. Oi^ 
a^roaching thi^ city, the noise of tlie cannon ref» 
doubled; we heard the ahai^f«boQters oa Imih 
sides, and at last we distinctly perceived tiN Rul^ 
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Man xolumns, who were.advaniciiigf.by the new 
road of Kaluga, to force -the position, which we 
occupied. 

When we anrived below the heights of Malw 
Jaroslavitz*, General 'DelzoBS caidetowards us; 
and, appk*oachingthe Vkeroy,.said to^him, *^ Yes- 
^^ terc^y evening, onmyBrrivalyi 1 took posses* 
^^ sion of this place, attd <no force then, appeared 
}^ to dispute it with me; but, abouti foikr o'dodr 
^^ in the morning, ' I waa attacked by a large b6dj 
^^ of infantry. Mytw^haltallonftiniiiiedjlatelyflew 
^^ to arms, but orerpowe^ by a. ixuich superior 
^' force, they .have beed. compelled^ito desclBind 
f* from the heights, and abandon Malo-Jarosla«- 
** vitit" '••..:■• ^ » J^, : .' . 

The Vicer^, feelisg- Hhe importance of this 
)qps, and wishing immediately to repair it, gave 
orders to General ]>eleons to march with hi* 
whole dirision. An obstinate engagement now 
commenced, and fresh troops haying arriyed to 

* See the Plan of the Field of Battle of Malo-Jaroslavitz. 
' t General Delzons had acted very judiciously, and conform- 
ably to his instructions, in only placing two batt^ions in that po- 
«ti<m. The bridge of the Louja, which ran below Malo-Ja- 
tiQsiavitz, had been destroyed, oMs^uently.a whde divisioii 
could not have passed the river; and the utter uncertainty on 
what .point the enemy would advance, had caused orders to be 
issued to General Delzons, to hold himself ready to retreat im- 
mediately, diould he hear the firing of camion in the dtitction 
of Borovsk. 
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KALO^ARdSLATITZ. fi&S 

the assistance'of the Russians, our soklieiis for a 
moment gave way. General Delzons thinking 
they were about to fly, rushed into the thickest of 
the battle, and led them again to the charge ; but, 
at the moment when he was defending with ob- 
stinacy the barriers of the city, some of the 
enemy's riflemen, who were intrenched behind 
the wall of a cemetery, fired upon him, and a 
ball entering his forehead, he immediately ex- 
pired. When the Viceroy was informed of this 
sad event, he appeared to be much affected at the 
loss of a general so worthy his esteem, and, after 
having paid a just tribute to his memory, ' sent 
General Guilleminot to replace him. The battle 
was now furiously contested in the streets of the 
town, when the fourteenth division advanced in 
close column to relieve tibosewho had been- so 
long engaged. Our soldiers now resumed the 
offensive, but several iresh columns of Russians 
coming from Lectaskova, forced them to retreat. 
Mfe saw them descendtng the hill with precipjta^ 
tion, and making towards the bridge, as if they 
wished to repass the river Louja, which ran at 
the foot of the emin^ice. But being rallied by 
Colonel Forestier, and seeing themselves sup- 
ported by the chasseurs and grenadiers of the 
royal guards^ our brave fellows resumed their ac- 
customed courage,, and once more asccn^^ the 
heights. In the meatitiaie^ the great (iiiiid)ef of 
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nvtnmded.whoihad abaadoned the fieUl fif hattle, 
Md ^ difikUlly ifitbfW;bich .we makitaiiii^d ourr 
wWe^'iniM^loJianoislavito, .eanvinoed the Vtcetojr 
of tbeuMto^ty 0f'0ei»iQling other itroopB ftgitin«t 
(lie tf cmti^ua) mjafbi^oinettts ofitlie i^nemy . Pine's 
diri^n^. which 4u«ii]g tthe.vh^le of.the eaiiK 
paig&hid.MQ^t for eY^epy oppoctoi^ty of idifitii^ 
gui^biag ite^iy obeyed, with. Uronnp^rt, the «q»v 
4er»*pf the Prinee* h^ m by s^y^wl of:tb^ 
«t»ff; they.inKpidly asceodod tte .heights, :. with 
their. Wyonetefihrad, and ottmog shoutsr of JQy» 
weceoded in cistoblii^bitig the«itelve» in ikU -tibi 
pMitiQw wbenee the eMmy ha»d driven w. . This 
9Ue06S9).how0i«r, was^doarly {Kiurobiified. iA grcjat 
smmher ^\hrm^ Italiaiui: Yiare> the irieti Aiflrof itbetr 
emul^tfi^n .of Fi^Hueh ^idoitr.; norftoaa it without 
Kioeerer^garttftiNrt we. heard tof libetdf»l& of €!^ 
Mtral Lerte, wtom ftte »pen*hted to s»joy. ihis 
n^raiik only iCig3it> dayti^ We were e^pi^yj il& 
flieted^ 4*1 ^biifaehlhig Oen^Ml Pino tefiiitiiiog 
corared rwith. Ubod; i^fho, ibeiigh hi) wiertd 
wileh ifrom tJM^ pai« of ^hia w^oimd, ^feit atiU note 
senaiMyii the death j(^ a bnother, ^wfao had;£[i3)iw 
by bkimde. . Xhe ehaaseim of the royai.guMd 
wa«l(i biye>foUowed i^bs teme jnbv^^nt, but! the 
liftetoth tdiviaioii having bean repalsed, they Rfi^ 
yaneed to aofipert^it^ at Iba tsry .moment tfa*^ the 
eiieit||» ittakii^ the. most rapid pirogrteat m^n^ 
pfoeedtof to!i«ardst|h(abBMge» andthteaten^ to 
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ditfst^ibgtoth^^ :ihe(troop» whorhad 

It;' Se^ibg^tlil^t^tbey hmd not a^manient to Icae, 
they littfeidklbd tte Raariatis, and retook ^the pe^ 
tition^fitonr^whieh: Afe ^Italian dm»on had been 
j[»f»YlousiIy iSttH/i^. ' tht atfair was most oteti- 
btttefy <i^tifelbt«d OH bmh sides, <whM4he en^my 
Kilvii% ^nnifiKiked ttto'htrg'e redoubts, open^ a 
flei^tirdctlve fiire on the ^mssethps, which motred 
4^ti Tfhfde *r?ttikB. Those t^bo r^iUKihied hi^st^ 
tatftti for a m6tfrtiit, btrt Colo»rf?PeraMi t^umd- 
hig th^m of rhe lacstitig disgrace wtii^h would 
il^ch to them if Jthey Hbandoned'^eirp^, had 
•fttefeilttefttction^to isee these b^isive fellows, whose 
aramdnMob had felled, t^e the eartridges f96m 
the cArttiuehe-boxes 6f 'thdr dead companioii^, 
And charging ^ir aiiisis,irush heiidlocig upon«the 
enemy. The Russians being astonished at sueh 
hitr^pldity iisaai^ed that they were^tbioaM; to be 
btefwheldied by^ fresh tro^s, and^disaraonglheir 
i<eddu4bts; si^ught ^^ge behind the last Hue ef 
lbeiiMfor#fi€^6tis. During 'this time, the emm^^ 
tanhto yag^ With lury, aiid Ms baBs carvied^de- 
irtr^^on into^ih^' ranks of the royal light Ivoops 
Iplaeed in reserve, and ^Ven amongst the staff of 
his Highnress. It Was -at lias Moment that' Oe- 
heral <}ifflenga, a man €>{ great merit and ext»a- 
or^tmry ^eourage, Irecetted a ball in his >tteoat 
which obHged^ htmrto-quit Ae-^ld of battle. 
•Thtrstteeess of the day was decided, and we 
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occupied the town and all tiie heigto, when,tlie 
ifth division of the first cwjis Joined us^ and 
took lip their position on our left.' Tb& third dir 
vision of the same corps amred also affar the 
battle, and occupied. a wood on 4>ur right*. Until 
nine o'clock in the evening, our batteries and 
foot-soldiers did not cease their firing, at a verj 
short distance from the enemy; but at IcQgtl^ 
night and excessive weariness put an end to this 
sanguinary combat. It was nearly te|i o'clock 
before the Viceroy and the sts^ff were able to take 
the- repose which was necessary after so maay 
fatigues. We encamped beneath Malo-Jarosla> 
vitz, between the town and the river Louja ; buf 
the troops bivouacked through the whole extent 
of the portions which they had so gloriously 
carried. . ► . 

On the next day we were convi^ffed that the 
obstinacy with which the Russians had di^mted 
GAir possession of Malo-Jaroalavitz, ^ was uoi . eoiif 
sequence of their intention to cover K^uga anpl 
to oppose our retreat through the •outbem pro- 
vinces. It was much to be regretted that we had 
halted at Fominskoe: for tbe enemy would have 
been turned in his intrenched camp, and would 
not have arrived in time to defend the different 
positions between Malo-Jaroslavite and Kalugiif 

■ . ' r 
* Seethe Plan of the Fiel<l[ of Battle of M^^Jwoodm^. 
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They who wer0 in the confidence of the Emperor 
assured us, that Napoleon wished by this move- 
ment on Smolensko to destroy the manufactwy 
of arms at Tula, and afterwards to retrisat by the 
route of Serpeisk and Elnia, which had not been 
ravaged. 

About four o'clock in the morning, the Vice« 
roy mounted his horse. We ascended the emi- 
nence on which the battle had been .fought, when 
we saw the plain covered with cossacks, whose 
light artillery was firing on our troops: we also 
observed on our le;ft three grand redoubts. Om 
the preceding evening each of them had mounted 
fifteen or twenty pieces of cannon, with which 
they defended the right flank of Kutusoff, sup- 
posing that we should have atteinpted to turn his 
position op that side. About ten o'clock this 
firing abate^, and at twelve it entirely ceased. , 

The jateifior of Malo-Jaroslavitz presented the 
most horrible spectacle. At the entrance of the 
town, )¥e b^h^ld with grief the spot wbere Ge^ 
neral Delzpns hsid perished, and regretted that 
a premature death had terminated his glorious 
career. We did equal justice to the memory of 
his brother, who received a mortal wound, while 
endeavouring to rescue him from the hands of the 
enemy. A little further. on they shewed us the 
place where Getiei^l lontane had been wounded ; 
and at the foot of the hill, w6 ^aw the grenadiers 
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of the 35th regiment of the line, who were 
bestowing funeral honoui*s on their braTe co- 
lonel. 

The town in which we had fought no longer 
remained. We could not even distinguish the 
linea of the streets, on account of the numerous 
dead bodies with which they were heaped. On 
every side we saw a multitude of scattered limbs 
and human lieads, crushed by the wheels of the 
artillery. The houses formed a pile of ruins, 
and under their burning ashes, appeared many 
skeletons half consumed. Many of the sick and 
wounded had, on quitting the field of Imtfle, 
taken refuge in these houses. The small number 
of them who had escaped the flames, now pre- 
sented themselves before us, with their faces 
blackened, and their clothes and hair ilreadfully 
burnt. In a piteous tone, they besought us to 
afford them some relief, or kindly to tenninate 
their sufferings by death. ^ The most ferocious 
were affected at this sad spectacle, and; turning 
hastily away, could not refrain from shedding 
tears. A scene so distressing maAe eveiy one 
shpdder at the evils to which despotism exposes 
humanity, and we ahnost fancied that those 
barbarous times were returned, when we could 
only appease the gods by offering human victims 
on their sanguinary altars. 
'' Towards the aAemoon, I^p^Ieoh, baving ar- 
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liTed wiih a Biiinerou» 3aite, coolly surveyed the 
-field of bftttle, and heard without emotion the 
tieartrending cries of the unhappy wounded who 
€agerfy demanded assistance. Although aecuft- 
temed for twenty years to the calamities of war^ 
he could not, when he entered the town, repress 
•fan astonishment at the deqieration wkh which 
iioth parties had fought. Had he intended to 
HDontinue his march on Tula and Kaluga, the ex^- 
qpeiienoe of this battle would have deterred him. 
Eren his insensil>ility was, on this oecaaioii, 
Arced to render justioe to those to whom it W9S 
dne*. He gme a cosnrincifig proof of it h^ prsas- 
iBg die Takiur of tike fourth corpa^ and saying. ^ 
cthe ¥icercgr, ^The faooour of this glorious day 
" belongs entirely to you f .** 

While WB were disputing witii the enemy the 
(pmitioB of MaloJFaroslaYitz, more than six thou- 
;8and Cossacks unexpectedly rushed on the head* 
quarters of ttfae EmpercMr, established at Ghorod'* 
jua, wcki emiied 4>S six pieces of camion, whidi 
mem psarted not iar dBrom the Tillage. The I>oke 
lofistria immediately galloped after diem with all 



* The twen^-seventfa BuUetiiu 

tBttogiatdyjit Mantua, -I ims told by Sir Robert Wilson, 
'Who waa an e^witanem of the copibat of Malo.Jaro8lavitB, lliat 
PfinaaSttgene, with only S0»000 men, had smrtsiaaitha ttMk 
of nin^RuMuui diiriaioni, of 10,000 mm aath« 

• 2 
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the cavalry of the guards, supported by the fourth ^ 
division*, and by the corps of General Latour 
Maubourg. General Rapp and Major Retort 
rendered themselves very conspicuous in this. a£- 
feir. The first had his^ horse killed under him. 
The Cossacks, cut to pieces and dispersed, effected 
their retreat ; but, in their flight, one of their nu- 
merous detachments attacked the baggage of the 
fourth corps, and would have captured it, if the 
cavalry of the Italian guards had not received 
them with the same intrepidity as the imperial 
guards. The coolness of Joubert, the commapder 
•of the escort, was much praised in this affair, who, 
singly opposed to several cossacks, courageously 
defended himself till some of his men arrived to 
his assistance. 

From the commencement of the campaign, the 
son of the Hetman Platoff, mounted on a superb 
white horse from the Ukraine, was the faithful 
companion in arms of his brave fether, and always 
at the head of the cossacks. He was often r«- 
. marked by our advanced guards, on. account of 
his courage and intrepidity. This fine young 
man was the idol of his father, and the hope of 
the warlike nation which expected hereafter to 

♦ It was then commanded by General Frederic, the succor 
' df Count Dessaix, whol^eing unable to take an active part in 
ibe.campugii on accouut of hiswpund8> hjad been noiaifiate<i 
Governor of Berlip. . 
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obey him. In a desperate charge of cavalry, 
Which took place near Vereia, between Prince 
Poniatowski and the Hetman Platoff, the Pole9 
and Russians, animated by a mutual hatred, 
fought with the utmost fury. Excited by the 
ardour of the combat, they gave no qilarter, and 
on both sides fell numerous brave men, who had 
returned in safety from former battles. 

Platoff, who saw his best soldiers falling around 
him, forgot his own danger, and with an anxious 
eye looked round for his favourite son. But the 
hour approached when this unfoiixmate father 
was destined to feel that life is sometimes almost 
insupportable. The unhappy youth had returned 
from the heat of the battle, and was preparing to 
renew the attaqk,[ when he received a mortal 
wound from a Hulaji Pole. At this moment his 
father appeared, and flying to his. assistance, 
threw himself upon him. On seeing his. beloved 
parent, the son heaved a deep sigh, and would 
have expressed for the last time his affection 
and his duty ; but, as he attempted to speak, his 
strength failed him, and he breathed his last. 
. The following morning at day-break, the chiefs 
of the Cossacks came to express their grief, and 
earnestly requested that they might be permitted 
to render funeral honours to the son of their 
Hetman. Each of the officers, when he saw this 
excellent young man stretched on a bear-skin, 
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intoltiiitarily kneeted, and respectfully kissed the 
hand of a youth who, 4>ut for a premature death, 
would have rivalled the ^alte^t heroes in bravery 
Mid in virtue. After 'having, according to their 
Htual, oiBTered fervent prayere for the repose of 
his soul, they rtemoved him from the presence of 
his father, and carried him in •solemn procession 
to a neighbouring eminence covered with cypress, 
whefe he was to be interred. 

The Cossacks, ranged around in order of battle, 
btaerved a religious nilence, and bowed tbeir 
hiiadd in profound respect, while grief was painted 
ih'fivery countenance. At the moment when the 
tearth for ever separated them from the wn of 
their Prince, they ftred a vblley over thegMve, 
^d dismounting from their horses, tfiey slowly 
^tiddfiiol^UhlylDarehed round the ton^, with their 
taiiii^ pointed towai^ the earth ♦. 



•fwii Manja ..fc^Mi pi—i 



■^ ^This 'Episode ^ibay 4spfe^ Mtnadtic, ^because^tt AeBcniUis 
:€ii«teai8- 40 difierent >ftom > *our8. ' fThe Gerann -^pupent • fnm 
whicb it is tabea, kave murrat^ it in. a manner tmlf poedca}. 
Those of Fiance have likewise related such extracndinaiy dr* 
cumstances of the Hetman Platdff, that he will hereafter form 
a'pr6ihitietit, 'and an interelfling figure in the onnlili of^faistoiy* 
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DOROGHOBOVi. 

Thc victory of Malo-Jaroslavitz discoTered 
two melancholy ti'uths : — ^first, that the Kusiftians, 
far from being weakened, had been reinforced by 
numerous battalions, and thai they all fought wit^ 
an obstinacy which made us despair of gaining 
new victories. " But two battles more like this,** 
saiii the soldiers, "and Napoleon will hie without 
,^* an army.** \X likewise discovered that we could 
no longer effect an easy retreat, since the enemy, 
having at the close of the engagement outflanked 
us, prevented pur columns from retiring by the 
route of Medouin, Joukhnov, and £in*ia, arid 
reiittced us to the unhappy necessity of retreating 
precipitately liy the gf eat road of Smolensko, or 
in other words, by the desert which we ourselves 
had made. Beside these apprehensions, too well 
founded, we also Itnew iHat the Russians ha& 
'despatched before us thd amy of Moldavia, on 
the very roiite which we were to pui"sue, and that 
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the corps of Wittgenstein was advancing to join 
Admiral Tschikagow. 

After this sanguinary combat, those who 
judged only from appearances and popular re- 
port, supposed that we should march on Kaluga 
and Tula ; but when fhey saw that a strong ad« 
vanced-guard of the enemy, instead of taking 
that direction, bad outflanked our right by de« 
filing on Medouin, all who were experienced in 
warlike manoeuvres perceived that the Russians 
had penetrated the designs of Napoleon, and that 
it was necessary for us to make a rapid march on 
Via^nna, to arrive there before them* There was 
no longer any question of Kaluga or the Tkraine, 
.but how to effect a safe retreat on the A)ute of 
Borovsk, As soon as our retreat was decided, 
the fourth corps began its retrograde marcfi, 
leaving all the first corps, and the cavalry of 
General Chastel at Jaroslavitz* These troops 
were to form the rear-guard, at the distance of 
a day's march from us. 

(October 26th). We saw on our route to what 
the unfortunf^te and memorable victory of Malo- 
Jaroslavitz had reduced us. At every step were 
waggons abandoned for want of horses to draw 
them« and the fragments of innumerable military 
cj^rriages burned for the same reason. With 9uch 
inisfortnQes at the very commencemeiit of our 
retreat, we formed sad and mournful presages 
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of the future. Those Who carried with them 
the spoils of Moscow, trembled for their riches. 
We were principally disquieted at seeing the de- 
plorablei state of the feeble remains of our ca« 
Talry, and we listened with melancholy forebod* 
ing to the frequent es^plosions of our ammunition- 
waggons, which sounded from afar like distant 
thunder. 

It was night when we arrived at Onvarooskoe. 
Surprised at seeing the place in flames, we were 
informed that orders had been issued to destroy 
every thing in bur route. . Near this village was 
a chateau^ .yvhich^ although in the centre of a 
wood, possessed a grandeur and magnificence 
equal to the noblest palaces of Italy. The rich- 
ness of the furniture corresponded with the 
beauty of the architecture. We saw many ex- 
quisite paintings, chandeliers of the greatest 
value, and numerous lustres of rock-crystal, 
which' gave, to these apartments, when lighted 
up, anappearance truly enchanting. Even these 
were liof spared ; and we learned on the morrow 
that our artillery-mep, finding the progress of 
the flames too slow, had hastened and completed 
the destruction, by placing several barrels filled 
with gunpowder on the ground-floor. 

The villages, which a few days before had af- 
forded lis' shelter, were now level with the 
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^oimd. Under their asheisi yet irarm, a^^ 
which the wind drove .towards us, were ^ 
bodies of hundreds of soldiers and peasants^ 
Man^ an infant was to be seen cruel^ butchered^ 
and many a female savagely massacred on the 
spot which had witnessed her violation. 

We left the village of Borovsk, which had 
been equally a prey to the flames, on our right, 
and reascended the Protva to find a ford for ouir 
artillery. Having discovered one, half a leagi^ 
from the village, it would have been attempted 
by all our corps, but many of the waggons, 
sticking fa3t in .the middle of the river, so much 
encumbered the oply spot^ at whicfi a passage 
was practicable, that it was necessary to fiiearch 
for another ford. Oja r^onnoitring the brid^ 
of Boxovsk, I found that it ^till remained, and 
that it ofl[ered great facility for the hs^gage. The 
Prince immediately caused ^the third division to 
fall back, and thus, by means of ^the bridge, 
opened to our corps a better and shorter route. 
The only danger which we had to fear, was the 
jp^assage of the waggons laden with ainmunitidp 
through a town completely in ilames. 

All our eqmpag^s filed a(;ross this vast confla- 
gration without a single accident, and s^ter having 
jpassed through majtiy frightful .defiles, the nigbt 
found us at the execrable village of Alferiya 
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(Oct. 27th), where Ae generals of division ivift 
difficulty found « bam to fiAielter them. That of 
the Viceroy was so ruinous^ that we pitied those 
who were destined to inhabit it. In addition to 
all these evils, the want of provision aggravated^ 
our sufferings. That which we had brought from 
Moscow was almost consumed, and every one, 
covetous of the little that remained to him, retired 
to eat in secret the morsel of bread which his in- 
dustry had procured. Our horses fered yet worse. 
A littlethatch, torn irom the roofs of the houses, 
was ttieir only food. Many of them died <rf 
fatigue and hunger, obliging the aitillery-men to. 
abandon all that was n«t Absolutely necessary, 
while every day redoubled -in^a frightfi|| manner 
die explosions of the waggons, which were blown 
up and destroyed (October 28th). 

pntbe followmg day we^^ecrossed tjbie Prctva 
« little below Verela. This town was burning at 
the moment of ^ur passage : apd the devouring 
Barnes, rising in whirlwinds on every side, soon 
reduced it to ashes. -Vereia was^the more unfor^ 
tunate, since, lying at a distance from the great 
^'oad^ she had flattered herself that she liiight 
«*escape the calamities by which others had suf- 
^ef6d. In tru&, with the es^ception of the eh- 
^gagement between the Russians and the Poles, 
«she had hitiierto experienced little of the horrors 
^war. {ler fields had not been ravaged, and 
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her well-cultivated gardens were uow covered with 
vegetables, of ' every ki»d, which our famished 
soldiers devoured in an instant. 

The third corps and the, young guard which 
had been left at Moscow, now rejoined us by the 
direct road. This lastcorps had brought with it 
the military chest, and a great quantity of bag- 
gage ; it immediately continued its route, and 
now formed, our advanced guard. At Vereia, 
>Vinzingerode and his aide-de-camp who had been 
taken prisoners at Moscow by the Duke of Treviso, 
were presented to the Emperor. Napoleon re- 
ceived him very sternly, and treated him with 
great severity, decUring, that being a Saxon, he 
i^uld be. tried hy a military commi&H»on, as a 
iftbel against the Confederation of the Rhine. 
He was fortunately retaken in the retreat near 
Minsk, by Colonel C^ernichew who was proceed- 
:ing to Tschachniki with a Aumerous detachment 
of Cossacks, to apprise Count Wittgenstein of the 
movement which Admiral Tschikagow had made 
to effect a junction with him on the banks of the 
Beresina* 

At night we slept at a wretched village, of which 
We could not learn the name. We supposed that 
it was Mitia^va, because we were only a league 
from Ghorodok-Borisov. This place was yet 
more miserable than the hamlet at which we had 
bfdted the night before. The greater part of the 
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officers passed the night in the open air^ which 
was the more unpjieasant, as the nighta hegan to 
be extremely cold, and little wood could be pro- 
cured. Even the huts which Hie geners^ls had 
hastily erected were demolished by the soldiers to 
supply a few scanty fires ; . and many whb - went 
to sleep in comfortable cabins, on. waking in the 
middle of the night, found that the sky was their 
only covering. , 

Napoleon, who preceded us one day's march, 
had already .passed Mojaisk, burning and destroy- 
ing ev^ry thing . which . he found on his route. 
Ilis soldiers , were so , intent on this devastation, 
that they set. fire, even, to the places where we 
should haye . halted. Thi^ ec^posed us. tja great 
and unnecessary sulSering; but our coi*ps, in its 
turn, burned the few houses that the others had 
left, and deprived the ai-my of the Prince of 
Eckmuhl, which formed the reaxrguard, of ajl 
power to shelter itself from, the, inclemency of 
the night. That corps had likewise to contend 
with an exasperated enemy, which, apprised of our 
retreat, hastened on every side to avenge itself. 
The cannon which we heard eveiy day,* and fit 
distances continually diminishing, sufficiently an<- 
nounced to us the fatigues, the sufierings, and the 
dangers,' of that division of the army. ^ 

At leii^h^ having passed through Ghprodqk- 
Bofisov (October 29th), in the midst of almost 
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imp^elraUe clotidtt of mnoke, we entered, an 
hour afterwards, cm a ^latn which appealed to 
hate been long since devastated. We saw at a 
distance the ieAd bbdies of fnen and horses ; bnt 
the nnmerbus intrehchments, half destroyed, and 
the aispect of the rained town, recalled to our 
memories the environs of Mojandc, through which 
vre had passed as conquerors, fi%-one days before. 
The Westphalians and the Poles encamped upon 
the ruins, and at their departure burnt the few 
houses which had elieaped the first ccmflagration: 
but the destruction had been idri^y sd coinplete, 
that we cotild scalncely tee the ligfal of tide Ibimes. 
The only thing whidi Hmtk ils wai the newly- 
erected tower, rising amid the ruins^ aMl by its 
whiteniess, forming a melanchoiy contrast vriih 
the black clouds which enveloped it. It remained 
entire, and the clock yet tolled the Itcmril, though 
^ city was no more. 

Our corps did not pass through Mojsfiisk, btA, 
turning to the left, we arrived (October i29th) at 
the rite of fhe viHage of Krasnoe, where we had 
slept at fte^ay after flie battle df the Moskwar 
I say the site of the Vtlliage, fot the hbuses ex.- 
tsted no ]k>nger, and the chateau done had been 
pr^rved for the use of Napoleon. We en- 
camped round the' chateau^ and as long as I 
liVe, I shall recollect the manner in which we 
- crowded together, to protect oursdves ifrom the 
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cold, and slept with comfort on tbe yet wanp 
ashes of the houses that hud been burned the 4fff 
before. 

(October 30tfa)« The nearer we apf roapbe^!^ 
Mojaisk, tfa^ mwe desolate the country ftppeiaFe^. 
. The fields, trampled dow«i by thousawl^ f^hwip^y 
seemed as 1b)(Nagh tbey had ncrver beei^cu^ltiyfd;^. 
The forests, cleaned by the long contiiMi9#ce ^f 
the troops, partook likewise of theg^^^nadtd^W*- 
lation. Bat most horrible wcis the multitude lof 
dead bodies, which deprived of burial fifty-t«vp 
days scarcely retained the human farm. As we 
traversed the fields of Borodino, my consterna- 
tion was inexpressible, when I found the flirty 
thousand men, who had perished there, yert lining 
exposed. The whole plain was entirely ooTereni 
^ith tiiem. Nione of the bodies were nom^e ttilm 
'half buried. In xme place were to be se^n gar- 
tten^ yet red with blood, and hemes gnawed % 
-dogs and birds of prey^ in another were broken 
^rms, 'drums, lielmets, and s^ii ords. .Fr^igraents 
of standards lay scaittered thick around, ^uid^om 
ihe -emblems with which they weire ^adcomed^ it 
was eai^y to judge how mucii/the (Russian eagki:Md 

suffered on thtft bloody day, 

A« our soldiers passed ^cr^^enthe afield aifrviotory 
they shewed with pride the »placeswhidi their, dif- 
ferent regiments had carried, iand at almost every 
step related some Talorotwejqploit, calculated to 
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^flatter our national valour. Oii one side we saw 
the remains of the cottage at which Kutusoffhad 
encamped ; and more to the left, the famous re- 
doubt. It yet frowned threateningly over the 
plain. It elevated itself like a pyramid in the 
midst of a desert. When I mused on what it had 
been, and what it then was, I imagined that I 

•beheld Vesuvius in repose. Perceiving a soldier 
On a summit, his immoveable figure had in the 

•remote distance the eifect of a statue. " Ahl" 
I exclaimed, " if ever a statue is consecrated to 
*' the demon of war, it should be placed, on this 
" pedestal." 

Continuing our march, we heard at a distance 
afeeble voice appealing to us for succour. Touched 

• by his plaintive cries, some soldiers approached 
the spot, and to their astonishment saw a French 
soldier stretched on the ground with .both his legs 
broken. "1 was wounded/' said he, " on the 

• *^ day of the great bSttle. I fainted from the 
•^ agony which I endured, and on recovering my 
" senses, I found myself in a desolate place, 
" where no one could hear my cries, or afford 
" me relief. For two months I daily dragged 
'* myself to the brink. of a rivulet, where I fed 
^^ on the grass and roots, and some morsels of 
** bread which I found among the dead bodies. 
" At night I laid myself dawn under the shelter 

-" of some dead horses. To day, seeing you at 
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^^ a distance, I sumitioiied all my itretigth, and 
" happily crawled sufficiently near your route to 
" make myself heard.^ "While the suirounding 
soldiers were expressing their surprise, the general, 
whe was informed of an occurrence so singukr 
ami so tmiching, placed the unfortunate wretch in 
his own carriage. 

My history would far exceed the bounds pre- 
Bcribed, were I to rea)unt all the calatnities which 
that atrocious \mt produced. I will relate one 
circumstance alone, from which my readers may 
judge of the test Three thoiisand prigoiiers 
were brought from Moscow. Haring nothing to 
giye them during their march, diey were at ntght 
driven into a nsurow fold >likle so many beasts. 
Without fire, and perishing with cold, they lay 
on the bare ice, and to assUage the hunger which 
tortured them, they eagerly dev^ubed the horsei^ 
ilesh which was occasionally distributed aihong 
tbem with a sparing hand. For ykeukt of tihie and 
means to dress it, they were obliged to eat it raw 
and bloody ; atid it is said, though I scarcely daiPe 
believiB the ass^rti^h, when this ^ disgusting fo#d 
began to fail, many of the prisoners nightly fed 
on the flesh of their e^nradesy whotn iitigue^ 
iniskry, and famine, had destroyed. ! 

But I turn from a .picture so shocking, and 
pursue the course of my narrative. I shall soon 
have horrons enough to d^scribe^ which fell to 

T 
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the lot of my friends and my companions in 
arms. 

We repassed the Kolpgha, with as much pre- 
cipitation as we bad formerly crossed it under the 
auspices of victory. The descent which con- 
ducted to the river was so steep, and the frozen 
earth so slippery, that men and horses continually 
fell over each other. Happy would it hare been 
for us, if the passage of other rivers, so often 
multiplied upon us, had not been even more dan- 
gerous than this. 

We saw again the abbey of Kolotskoi. De- 
spoiled of its former splendour, and summnded 
by ruins, it resembled more an hospital than a 
convent. It ^as the only house which had been 
spared since our retreat from Moscow. It i/eas 
given to the sick and wounded, who wished to 
breathe their last in its peaceful asylum. 

The fourth divi^on, forming always the ad- 
vanced«guard, halted at a miserable village situ- 
ated half a league to the right of the road between 
the abbey of Kolotskoi and Prokofevo. Of all 
the places of repose at which we had hitherto 
stopped, this was the most intolerable. Nothing 
remained but some wretched sheds, and the thatch 
h^d been torn from the roofs to give to the half- 
famished horses. The Prince and his staff were 
however constrained to pass the night here. 

On the morrow (October 31st) we commenced 
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our march at an early hour, aiid being arrived at 
the heights of Prokof^vo, we heard the sound of 
cannot^ so near us, that the Viceroy, fearing the 
Prince of Eckmnhl was puriied by the enemy, 
halted on one of the heights, and drew up his 
troops in order of battle to succour him « For some 
days the Emperor had complained of the slow* 
ness with which the first division proceeded, and 
blamed the system of retreat by echelons, adopted 
by their chief, affirtaing that it had lost three days' 
march, and had thus enabled the advanced-guard 
of Miloradowitch easily to overtake us. Finally, 
he alleged that we ought to pass rapidly over a 
country which did not afford the means of sub- 
sistenccv The mai-shal, to whom misfortune 
rendered us unjust, might have replied, in his 
own justification, that too rapid a retreat would 
have redoubled the audacity of the enemy, who, 
strong in light cavalry, could at all times over- 
take us, and cut in pieces Our rear^guard, if it 
had refused the combat* That excellent ojficer 
had already, in more fortunate times, proved that 
we might confidently rely on his skill, and he 
could now have added this maxim of war ; — " The 
more precipitate a retreat, the more fatal it 
bcomes,'^ because the fear which it occasions in the 
minds of. the soldiers, is more to be dreaded than 
anyphysical evils. 
The Viceroy made every necessary dispositipn 
t2 
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Imtfae hdghtB of Prokofi^TO to raccow tiie Priace 
of Eckmubl, but soon understanding that that mar- 
shal was only harassed by the cossacks, be con^ 
tinned his march towards Ohiatz, always taking 
care that his diTiatons maFdhed in the greatest 
order, and halting whenever it was possible diat 
the Prince of Eckmuhl could want his support. 
It is impossible to give too much praise to Prince 
Eugene for his conduct in diese criticaS ciicum- 
stances. He was always the last of his eolumn, 
and he now birouacked a leagij^ on this nde 
Ghiatz, that he might be ready to repel with 
promptness Ihe attack of the enemy. 

The night which the Prince »id:hi8 staff passed 
here was the severest to wfaidi they had been ex- 
posed. They baked on a little lull neatr the place 
where fcmuerly stood 4he village of Ivacldcova. 
^ot one house remained. The whole i»mlet had 
-been hmg since destroyed. To complete their 
iniiferings, a violent and piepcing wind arose. 
Not a free afforded them shelter, and nature, in 
Jdepriviog that sitmrtion of wood, had refused the 
fmly resource which could mitigate th^ seventy of 
ikie Russiam climate. 

Aithoi^ ^ur own enffinings were tiius great, 
sre were not inaeiisible to thiose w^icfa our enemka 
iendumd : -and tihen we approached Ghiatz in die 
morning, we felt the sincerest r^ret at perceiving 
lliat the whole town liad disappeared* We should 
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hwe searched bt it iHi Tarn, hadr it mt been, for - 
the ruina of a few bouara of atone, which :3heivsed: 
that this had oace been a pl^^ce of human habitation, * 
and that we were not wandering' amid the remains: 
^f a forest consumed by fire* Never were cruelty 
and revenge pushed so far, Ghiatz, ouitruoted 
entirely of wood, vani^ied in a day, and left its^ 
former inhsd>itants, and even: its enemies,, to lament 
the fall of its industry, and dte destamction of its • 
prosperity » It was the most commercial and 
flourishing town in Russia. It contained many- 
excellent manufactories of cl<Mth and leather, and^ 
furnished the Russian navy with considerable 
quantities of tar, cordage, and' marine stores. 

The weathec, which was piercihgJy cold in the 
night, was beautiful during the day ; and thef 
tiroops, thoD^h almost worn out by their sufferings, 
and' exposf^dto privaticms of ewry kindi, were full 
of couri^ and eager to- meet the eheaaa^. All 
seemed to feel that their cmly safety consbted in 
nianfu% struggling with the dijffiLoulties by which 
they wene surroiinded. They hadj for manydays^ 
been redu^eed to- subsist on horse-^flesh : eyen the 
generals had begun to share the same food. The 
mortalit}^ of these animals was now regarded as* a 
fortunate cjrei^^nstance, and without this resource 
the soldier would have much mote aevwely ex^ 
perienced tibe horrors ofi famine. 

(November 1st) . The: eossMhs^ whose af^noach 
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we had dreaded, no longer delayed to realize om 
fears. Hitherto, while they had not been se^i, 
the soldier marched with his accustomed confi** 
dence, and the baggage-waggons, feebly escorted, 
were so numerous that they formed many distinct 
couToyn at considerable distances from each other. 
Near the ruined village of Czarevo-Saimiche was 
a causeway about five hundred feet long where 
the great road formerly passed. The passage of 
the baggage-waggons and artillery had so worn it, 
that it was no longer practicable, and to continue 
our route, it was necessary to* descend into a 
marshy meadow, intersected by a large river. The 
waggons which went first easily passed over the 
ice; but this bdng at lengtib broken by the mul- 
titude which thronged over, it became necessary 
either to expose themselves to the greatest danger 
in attempting to ford the river, or to watt while 
some wretehed bridges were constructed in haste. 
In the meantime, the head of the column being 
thus arrested, fresh carriages continually arrived. 
Artillery, baggage-waggons, and sutlers' carts, all 
crowded one on another, and the drivers profited 
by the momentary delay, to light their fires, and 
to chafe their limbs benumbed with the cold. 
While all was in this imagined security and com- 
plete confusion, the cossacks suddenly rushed 
from a thick wood on our left, uttering the most 
frightful cries, and precipitated themselves on the 
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<!onvoy. Every one was panic-struck, and almost 
unconscious of what he did. Some ran to the 
woods ; others fled to their carriages, and lashing 
their feeble horses, galloped in confusion over the 
plain. These were most to be pitied. The ri- 
vulets, the marshes, the slipperiness or the break- 
ing of the ice, soon arrested their progress, and 
left them an easy prey to their pursuers. They 
were most fortunate who, taking advantage of the 
numerous carriages, intrenched themselves behind 
them, and awaited that deliverance which was not 
slow in arriving : for as «oon as the cossacks per- 
ceived the infantry advancing upon them, they 
retreated, after having wounds a few of the 
drivers, and pillaged some of the ammunition- 
waggons. 

The soldiers, to whom the care of escorting the 
baggage was intrusted, profited by the disorder 
which the presence^of the cossacks excited, to 
pillage and destroy what they had sworn to de- 
fend. From that time dishonesty and theft spread 
thanselves so rapidly and so universally through th€^ 
army, that we were scarcely more secure amongst 
our own soldiers, than we should have been in tiie 
midst of the enemy. Whatever the soldiers took 
a jancy to, they availed themselves, of some oppor*- 
tiHiity to purloin ; and encouraged by the impunity 
with which they set all discipline at defiance, they 
procured more frequent opportunities to piltege^ 
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Ipy indiuftiiously spreading £Ms6 %lanps, ai^d 6^f^ 
imitating themselves the crj of the cossacks. 

The royal g^vd was clearing the defile oC Cza^ 
rei^o<Saiiq|c)ie wt^s^ the }fstgg9g€ ^as att^p^ed^^, 
It in^qifdiat^ly feeeiv^d orders to hs^t, find w|ii)f( 
it rented on ita afim, we saw some cosaa^ks oa ow 
teft, not two hun4rf d f^e^ from us^ reconnoibrii^ 
<^r< 9itua^tion. It v^ap evw said, that profiting k^^t 
the intervals l^etween some of our diyisions, thej^ 
fr^^^pb^tly crossed (Mir route. Buttbeir biravadiQiefc 
«i(^ciaed with aueeesn on the. f^Uowet^ of oun 
cap^, h^ na eflbcta when attempted againat thfe 
r/^l^r troops. When the royal guanl aajar: the 
eofisaoks thus bofV^dng on their -fonks. they noi 
longer oontiattfid their march, but halted Hear a^ 
wood not far from V^litschevo. The other ^yi* 
H01IS onoamped oaar the Yideroy, who r^nalned 
oMtatantly in the Kar» since die RuaBians appearedf 
so 4<^t^^QQ^i^^ to harass our retreat. * 

(November td>. Qn the mpnrowt three j^oiin; 
before day, we quitted our pcisitioii. Onr noi> 
lumal march waa truly terrifying. The night waa 
fearfully dark, and afraid of runnhig agains^t osie* 
another, we were ccuBEipelled' ta grope along our 
way with a slowness which gave us foil leiam^e to 
indulge in the most melancholy reflections, in 
spite of our precaution, we often fell into, tbe 
ditches on each side of the road, or were precis 
pitated into the deep ravines by which it was in^ 
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tenected» At liangth oiir impatience for the dawn 
became kiwpportayble. We hoped that its cheering 
light would render our march less painful, and 
would pufol^t us froD^ the ambushes of an enemy, 
who^ accurate knowledge of the country gave it 
a fiMkal advsantage in all its manoeuyres. 

■' We ware perfectly assured that we should soon 
be attacked. Those who were acquainted with 
the covasftxy, feased the position of Viazma, bei^use 
tbey ^t knew the road from Medouin, which part 
of the Russian aimy had taken after the bal^de of 
Malo-Jaroslavitz, and which was shorter than 
ouKs, joiaed the great road near that city. They 
ajso r^asdedithe cossacks who had appeared on 
the preceding evening, as the advanced-guard of. 
th^' numerous, cavalry ofPlatoif, and the two divi- 
sions of General Miloradowitch» which would 
snddeniy bxirst upon us at Viasma. 

Our pioneers and the equipage of the Viceroy 
\vere only a league from that city, and nothing 
yet betokened the presence of the eniemy. In the 
meantime Prince Eugene being in the rear-guar<f 
with the first and fifth corps, and perceiving that 
the disl^tnce between the two extremities of his 
colmnn hazarded the safety of the army, ordered 
the troops which, were in advance to halt. In that 
interval. Colonel Labedoy^re, aide-de-camp to hi&l 
Highness, arrived from Viazma. When we heard: 
the dangessi to wiiich that office had been ex-; 
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posed, we doubted not that on the morrow we 
should be compelled to force our way with the 
point of the bayonet. 

The Viceroy halted at FoedoroTskoe, although 
he was expected at Viazma. The diYisions of die 
^rmy encamped around him. At his right, and 
facing the enemy, were the Poles, a little in front 
of the first corps. Although this corps fanned 
our rear*guard, it had been so sharply pressed, 
that it was only a short distance from ns. Prince 
Eugene had indeed delayed his nutrch to form a 
junction with these troops. 

(November 3d). Our divisions were on Ae 
march at six o'clock on the following morning. 
As we approached Viazma, and our baggage was 
already in that city, the cossacks shewed that tiiey 
were indeed near us, by commencing a sudden 
and violent attack on some waggons which were 
drawn up round a little church, but the arrival of 
our troops soon put the enemy to flight. When' 
however, we attempted to continue our march, 
fne first brigade of the thirteenth division, com- 
manded by Oeneral Nagle, which formed the 
rear-guard of our part of the army, was attacked 
on its left flank, a league and a half from Viazma. 
Numerous squadrons of Russian horse issued 
from the very road which we had dreaded, and 
threw themselves into the space which separated 
the fourth corps from the first. The Viceroy 
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perceiving the danger of his situation;,: suddenly 
halted his diTisions, and recalled his artillery, 
liiat the well-directed fire of the batteries might 
check ah enemy, all whose mancetivres tended e£^ 
lectually to cut off our retreat by possessing thm-* 
selves of Viazma. 

While these divisions executed divers evolutions 
to frustrate the plans of the Russians, they were 
followed by the first corps, and we remarked with 
regret that these troops, worn out by unheard-of 
sufferings and incessant combat, had lost that due 
subordination and uadauhted courage which we 
had so often admired. The soldiers were regard- 
less of discipline, and most of them being wounded, 
or sinking under fatigue, increased the crowd of 
mere camp-foUowers. 

The fourth corps was thus left for a consider^ 
able time, to sustain alone, not only the charge of 
a numerous cavahry, but also the reiterated attacks 
of a body of Russian infantry, consisting of more 
than twelve thousand men. But at length the 
ftrst coi^s having filed off behind us to the right 
of the road, took a position between Viazma and 
the point of attack, and thus relieved the troops of 
the fourth corps, which the Viceroy had caused to 
advance, at the beginning of the action. These 
ware now enabled to occupy some advantageous 
positions on the right of the road, and thus, con* 
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jointly with the first corps, were rearff to reedrTe^ 
the attack, which the Russians again liireaiteiiedl 

Our fourteenth dm^h, which had been uk 
front of the thirteenth^ suffered that division now 
topa^ it, and retieved it }yy becoming the rear-* 
guard. The fifteenth which had followed the 
fourteenth, remained with this royal guards near 
Viazma, as a resenre. The order of battle beii^ 
thus arranged, the enemy's infantry advanced, and 
the engagement commenced with considerable 
warmth, tmt with a decided Buperiority in artillery 
on the part of tlie Russians. The miserahle.state 
of our horses would not permit ns to manosiivre 
our pieces' with much celerity. It was in this en< 
gagement that Colonel Banco, aide-de-camp to 
the Viceroy, and commandant o£tfae 2d regimeiKt 
of Italian horse-cha^senrs, had his bead: carried off 
by a cannofi^balL ^ 

Our troops, notwithstanding their inforioiitjs^ 
maintained their positions . long enoiigb fot tbe 
baggage to pass IJirough Viazma in tfae^eatest 
order. A party of Ae enemy's cavalry j then at! 
tempted to break through, our tw# wingsu - That 
Which dkiring our retreat had ^Itdtlmeed on our 
right, was reputeedby abody of in£Gailry,tfiu;nish]^ 
with cannon. The other, on our left, was eipially 
repulsed by the Bavarijeui horse who were opposed 
to iit, soppoirted hy- soine. ba^ioits uaf nttemm 
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conoealed in. ibe b^ihfes mth yvbich tbe field of 
battle was covered. 

Tim imanieuvre of the Rassiaiw spread the 
greatest eonsteniation among thosenK^hom eitbn* 
disease of body or' want of courage had caused to 
quit their ranks and miugie with &e foUowers of 
the camp. This description of persons was, un* 
happily, very numerous, principally among the 
eavafary, which was almost entirely dismounted. 
Tfa^ were, become worse than useless to us. In 
the perilous 'Situation in which we tl^n found 
ourselves, they constituted our greatest danger. 
They nc^ only impeded all our manoeuvres, but 
spread adarm and disorder on every side, by fly- 
ing with pceoipitatioQ before an enemy with which 
tiieircowi»dice would not permit tliem to fig^t. 
The ooisacks, likewise, seeing this feeble and 
m^anned multitude flying before thaaa, acquired 
fresh courage^ and attacked us with redoubled 
ardour^ believing that these columns of fugitives 
were the-itely trdops with which they had to 
eoiit^^. ,: ' 

Altholagh we repulsed every attack, our situa* 
tion waslbeecHning exceedingly critical, until the 
grand ravine situated at the left of our route, ^id 
above all, the excellent position which ike Duke 
of Elcfaingen occupied, arrested the progress of 
d^ Russians. That marshal, being left the day 
before in a position near Via^ma, to await the pas- 
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sage of die first corps, and take its place as rear^ 
guard, had the glory of extricating us from the 
greatest danger to which we had hitherto been ex- 
posed. During the whole action he assisted in 
person, and continued to march with the Viceroy 
and the Prince of Eckmuhl, that he might confer 
with them on the measures which it was necessary 
to adopt. 

. It was nearly four hours after mid-day when 
our division passed through Viazma. I..eaTiog 
the city, we saw the third division encamped on 
a little hill at our left. We owed much gratitude 
to that corps for having so well defended a situa- 
tion so important. The bravery ivith which these 
troops maintained their ground, rendered the 
fierce and reiterated attacks of an enemy, superior 
in numbers, completely ineffectual, and contri- 
buted to save the first, fifth, and fourth corps 
from absolute destructidn. The last division was 
thus enabled to accomplish its retreat behind the 
river of Viazma, where the Prince endeavoured to 
repair the disasters of a battle, unfortunate, but 
honourable, and sustained under circumstances in 
which the most skilful combinations could scarcely 
promise a favourable issue. 

Traversing the forest at the foot of the hill of 
Viazma, we overtook a convoy of the sick and 
wounded, who had left Moscow before us; 
These unfortunate beings, after having been 
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miiny days, deprived of medicid assistance^ and 
almost of food, encamped in this forest, which 
served them for an hospital and a grave. The 
horses had perished of fatigue and hunger^ and 
their guards had forsaken these unhappy soldiers, 
and abandoned them to their fate. We encamped 
near them, and at the approach of night, kindled 
an enormous fire at the back of a little hill, 
covered with brushwood. The royal guard was 
round the tent of the Prince, the thirteenth and 
fourteenth divisions were placed on our flanks, 
while the fifteenth division, though considerably 
weakened, formed our rear-guard. . 

From this position the whole horizon appeared 
on fire. It was occasioned by the destruction c^ 
those houses at Viazma which had escaped the first 
conflagration. The third corps, which preserved 
its position to protect our retreat, although it was 
separated feom the Russians by a. river and by 
deep ravines, seemed to be frequently attacked. 
Often in the silence of the night, we Mere startled 
by the report of cannon, which, passing over the 
thick foreste, sounded in a peculiarly mournful 
and horrible manner* The unexpected sound, 
repeated by the echoes of the valley, was length- 
ened into dismal reverberations ; and often, when 
our harassed powers were sinking into cahn and 
refreshing repose, suddenly roused us, while we 
hastily and fearfully rap to arms, expecting that 
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the enemy, whom we knew to lie at hand, was 
advancing to surprise us. 

(November 4th). At one o'clock in the' morn--, 
ing the Viceroy deemed it prudent to profit by 
the obscurity of the night, and effect his retreat. 
He thus gained some hours' mamh on the Ilu^ 
sians, with whom he could not fight, since .faianine 
would not permit us to remain one unnecessary 
day in a country completely depopulated and 
laid waste. We marched along the gtmi road 
groping our way in the dark. The route was 
entirely covered with the fragments of cardites 
and artillery. Men and horses, worn out with 
fatigue, could scarcely drag themselves along, 
and as soon as the last fell exhausted^ die 3oidiers 
eagerly divided Ihe carca» among them, and 
hastened to broil on the coals that food, which 
for many days, had constituted the^r only nourish- 
ment. Suffering yet inore from tiie told than 
from hunger, they abandoned their ranks to waria 
themselves by a fire hastily kindled; but when 
they would rise to depart, their frost-bitten limfals 
refused their office, a partial insensibility erept over 
them, and they preferred falling into the ha^ds of 
the enemy, rather than make a &eble effort to 
continue their journey. 

Day had broken some time when ^e arrived at 
the village of Polianovo, near which ran the litHe 
river Osma. The bridge was vf&ty navrow and 
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iMid. Tiie crowd which had to pass it was im* 
mense. As erery one eagerly rushed on to clear 
tbis harrow defile, the Viceroy was compelled to 
order tUe ofiicers of his staff to interpose their au- 
tiiorrty^ bnd to maintain some little order in so 
daingerouB a place. He even condescended to 
stay himself, and to use every necessary precau- 
tion to facilitate the passage of the artillery in the 
midst of a crowd of carriages which pressed on 
towards the bridge. The Emperor who marched ' 
at a day's distance before us, halted between 
Jblhow Postoja^Dvor and Doroghoboui, when he 
beard that 'we were attacked ; but as soon as he 
was informed that we had forced our passage, he 
prao«ded to the latter village. 

Beneath the town of Semlevo, ran another 
limich of the river Oslna, more considerable 
than the first. The march of the troops was not 
however delayed. They profited by a bridge 
both lanrge and solid to extricate themselves from 
a ^situation whence the enemy might have derived 
the^ greatest advantages, had they been able to 
g^'tt possession of it. 

TV)wart[s the close of the day, we found a 
ahelier for the Pl-ince in a little chapel situated 
iiealr a marshy river. We had scarcely established 
ourselves round the chapel, when the camp-fol- 
lowers, having gone to forage, were attacked by 
tiie cofi^acks and fled back with precipitation. 
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Some had lost their horses, others their clothe^,' 
and many were covered with wounds from the 
sabre and the lance. It was necessary - to think 
of retreating, and while the baggage of the Vice- 
roy evacuated the position, we saw the troops of 
the enemy advancing towards us. In these cir- 
cumstances, we were convinced how proper it 
was to secure well the passage of every river in a re- 
treat. Although this river was small, it was scarcely 
fordable, and had no bridge. Men, horses, and 
waggons, precipitated themselves into the river with 
the utmost confusion. Our situation was the more 
deplorable, as the Russians^ profiting by our dis^ 
tress, began to harass the rear of our column, 
and to spread consternation among the immense 
crowd which remained on the other side, and 
which hesitated to cross a deep and half-frozen* 
river, whose banks were extremely boggy. 
During this interval we heard the balls of the 
qnemy whistling over our heads, and threaten- 
ing every moment to desttoy us. With this, 
exception the passage of the river - presented 
nothing unfortynate. Night: approached,: and 
the; cossacks discontinued their attacks. Our 
Ipss merely consisted of a few carriages, which 
we were con^pelled to leave in the niiddle of the 
water. ... ^ 

This obstacle being sui^mounted, we ; entered 
on a fo^esft af/thp extrjeiaity :irf:5vhicb, towards the 
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left, was a chateau long ago pillaged. We estab- 
lished ourselves there for the night, near the vil- 
lage of Rouibki. We had only horse-flesh to eat^ 
except a little flour that had been brought from 
Moscow, and remained in one of the waggons; 
A very small quantity of this was given to each 
officer to make his homllie. ■ Ft was carefully 
measured out to every one with a spoon. As for 
our horses, we were well content if we could give 
them the straw which in our former passage had 
served them for litter. 

(November 5th). Early in the morning we 
pursued our retreat, and, without any fatal ren- 
contre with the enemy, arrived at a large village 
of which some houses had been spared. We 
particularly remarked a large house built of stone, 
and we designated' that village by the name of the 
Stonef-House*. We could rarely ascertain the 
names of the places through which Me passed, 
and we described them in our journals by some- 
thing characteristic, whether it referred to their 
situation, or form, or any peculiar hardships 
which we there endured. We spoke not of those 
at which we had suffered from hunger, for that 
was common to evety village through which wt 
marched. ' 



* This village appears from the map. to. have been Jalkow 
Postbja Dvor. 
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Hitherto we had endured our mirfortuhel^ 
with calmness and refidgnatioti, buoyed lip by 
the flattering hc^e that t}iey would soon cease. 
When we departed from Moscow, we had re*- 
garded Smolen^ko as the )imit of our retreat. 
There we trusted that we should rejoin the 4i^- 
sions left on the Dnieper and the Dvin^ and 
taking these two rivers as the boundary of our 
operations should have Lithuania f<H^ our winter' 
quarters. We likewise pleased ourselves with 
the thought that Smolensko abounded in provir 
«ions of every kind ; and that^ to relieve us from 
the labours under which we were rapidjiy sinking, 
we should find there the nintii division, conv- 
posed of twenty-five thousand fresh troops. This 
city was therefore the object of our fondest wishes* 
and our most pleasing drean«3« Every <Hie was 
anxious to arrive thither* persuaded that within 
its walls, the dreadful calamities which now ev^ 
vironed us would for ever cease* The nam^ <rf 
Smolensko passed from mouth to moUth, aM 
each pronounced it with confidence to thofite who 
were sinking under their sufferings, as their tnlesti 
their only consolation. There was magic in. the 
name. It carried with it a happy oblivi(m of aU 
our past miseries, and inspired us with cot^rag^ 
to support the fatigues which we were yet to 
encounter. 

(November 6th). We marched towards Smo- 
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lefl^o Midi lal ardour ithich rcdcHibled our 
tttett^h ; ftijid ufprowhing Doroghoboui, cfistattt 
fi^om that, cii^ o^ly tn^enty leaf^es^ the thought 
that inthMe d&yft we should reach the end of 431 
our miifertiDuiefii filled ud wifli the most into&i« 
^tiBg jay ; Mrheiisuddenly the atmosphere, which 
had hjHiefto been ao briltiaiit» was clouded by 
cold and den^ie vaponrs. Thestin, enveloped, by 
the thickest mistSt disappeared ffom our sightf 
ind ikte tmpw falling in lai^ flal&ea^ in an. instant 
obicuredtbe day^ and confounded the earth widi 
Ihe sjcy* The wind, furiously blowing, howled 
dbreadfiiMy through the fwetds, and overwhelmed 
the fii« already bent down .with the iee ; while 
thecomitry Around^ as &r as the eye could reachi 
preisented unbroken one white aiid sovagB a{^ar« 
anee. 

Tb6 soldiers, vainly struggling with the snow 
and the wind, that rushed upon them with tetttf 
pestuous violence, could no longer distinguish the 
road ; and falling into the ditehea Which b6rdared 
it, theite found a grave. Others pressed on td« 
wards the end of their journey, sfcarcdy able to 
drag themselves along. They were badly moupted^ 
badly clothed, widi aotbing to eat, nodiing to 
drink, shivering with the cold, and groaning with 
pai». Becoming selfish through despair, they 
afibrded neither succour, nor even one gla&ce of 
pity to those who, exhausted by fatigue anfd dis 
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ease, expired around tbem. On that dreadfol 
day, how many unfortunate beings, perisbing by 
cold and famine, struggled hard with the agenied 
of death ! We heard some of them faintlyi bid- 
ding their last adieu to their friends and com-* 
rades. Others, as they drew their last breath, 
pi^onounced the name of their mothers, their 
wives, their native country, which they were 
never more to see. The rigour of the frost soon 
seized on their benumbed limbs, and penetrated 
through their whole franie. ' Stretched on the 
road, we could- distinguish only the heaps of 
snow that covered them, and which, at almost 
every step, forined little undulations, like so many 
graves. At the same tinife vast flights of ravensj 
abandoning the plain to take refdge in tbe.neigb. 
bouring forests, croaked mournfully as they passed 
over our heads ; and troopd of dogs, which, had 
followed us from Moscow, and lived aoldy on bur. 
mangled remains, howled'around us, as if they 
would hasten the pieriod when we were to. become 
their prey. . ' 

From that day the army lost its courage and 
its militeiry attitude. The soldier no longer 
obeyed his officer. The officer separated himself 
from his general. The disbanded regiments 
marched in disorder. Searching for food, th^ 
spread themselves over the plain, burning and 
pillaging whatever fell in their way. No sooner 
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Imd tilie! ^soldiers separatecl frpm the^ fwiks, thair 
fliey were assailed by a population eager to avenger 
ttie horron of which it had been the victim . The 
cossacks came to the succour of the peasants, and 
dtove back to the great road, already filled with 
the . dying and the dead, those of the followers 
who escaped from the carnage made among thein.' 
Such was the situation of the army, when w^ 
irrived at.Doroghoboui. This little town would 
have given new life to our unfortunate troops, if 
Napoleon had not been so far blinded by rage, as 
to forget that his soldiers would be the first to 
3ulfer by the devastation which he caused to be" 
made. . Doroghoboui had been bumt^ its magai 
2sines! pillaged,' and. the brandy with which they 
l^ere [filled had' been poured into the streets, while^ 
the rest of the army was perishing for want of it; 
The fewhousesi which remained were occupied 
exclusively by a sinall number of generals and 
stafi-officers. The few soldiers who yet dared to 
face the enemy, had little shelter from the rigours 
of the season, while the others, who had wandered 
from their proper corps, were repulsed on every 
side, and found no asylum in ai^y part of the 
camp. How deplorable w^ then the situation of 
these poor wretches ! Tormented by hunger, we 
saw them run after every horse the moment it 
fell. They devoured it raw, like dogs, and fought 
among themselves for {he mangled limbs. Worjj 
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0ut by want of sleep aod long mwcjiet, thoy iM^ 
nothing around tbem but the anow ; not one apM 
appeared on which they could ait or lie* Pene^ 
trated with the cold, they wandered on every aide 
to find wood, but the anow had cauaed it entirely 
to disappear. If perchance they found a littlet 
they knew not where to light it Did they dis* 
eovar a spot leas exposed than otbets, it afibrded 
them but a momentary shelter, for scarcely had 
their fire kindled, when the violence of the wind^ 
and the moisture of the atmosphere, suddenly ex- 
tinguished it, and deprived them of the only oon« 
solation which remained in their extreme distrciw. 
In one place we saw a multitude of them, huddled 
together like beasts at the root of a beech, or 
pine, or under a waggon. Others were employed 
49 tearing huge brandhes from the trees, or poHiiig 
down by main foree» and burning the houses at 
which the officers lodged/^. Although th^ were 

^ The unlbrtij^te Pi|ulQi(r|ui, vhpia the mdet urUliccoUect 
iprhen he calk to miod the pillage of Mo0C»w, ^ad hitherto acs 
companied us, and shared in all our misfortunes and pi^vationft^ 
She endured them with the courage which her virtue inspired. 
Believing that she carried in her bosom a pledge of love which 
idle imagined to be legitiinatey she was eager to become a mother, 
and proud to follow her husbsiid. Bat he, whp had plgedged 
himself to her by the most solemn pronusest baying beea informed 
in the morning that we were not to take up our winter-<quarters 
at Smolensko, determined to break a connexion which he had 
regarded as merely temporaiy. Inaccessible to pity, he ap- 
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exhaasted by fatigue, they stood erect. They 
meandered like spectres through the livelong nighty 
or stood immoveable around some enormous fire. 



proctched this innocent creatuve, and under some specious pre* 
textj announced to heir that they mnt part. At this intelligence 
•he uttered a ciy of surprise and horror, and fianticly declared^ 
that having sacrificed her i^^9U3r> afnA^ even her reputation for 
him whom she regarded as her hushand, it was her duty to follow 
him ; and that neither fatigues nor dangers should turn her from 
a resolution in which her Ig^ve; and* bp tKnK)i^r wese e<|ua}ljr in^i^ 
tereste^. The general, little sensil^e of the valu^ of an attach-^ 
ment so rare, cpMly repeated, that they must part, ance cir« 
cUnistances would no tongev permit the women to remain wil^ 
dbe tt^ps; that be was alveady mani^ ; and that 1^ relmraiiig^ 
tiStffdi]y tp Momrw, ^ei9i^ fiwA tbefanpabftad ibiiHwvn ho; 
parents had destined hf r. ' At th^ crual wordv his inter^tin^ 
victim felt almost annihilated. P^er tiian when she rushed fron^ 
Ifhe tombs of the KremBn, ' she uttered not a word ; she 6ig)ied» 
she wept, and, suHbcoted t»y her grief, fell into a state of insemi*' 
ti%. Her perkdious sediu^F tcMik advantog^ c^ thi»^ io wiih^ 
dofw 6am her prescbce, mot faccmse kt was mjb-pdwercd by: Us 
msibility, be, alaa ! wts a str^ager t<^ev^ry t^er af]|d>jg^i|efoa^ 
feeling, but to fly from the Russians, whose crifs of v^ngjean^ 
he okeady fancied that he heard«— ur. EdiHpn. . 
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' WHEKf N8it)bledn qpitted Moscow, he intended 
fo reunite his troops between Witepsk and Smo-^ 
iensko, and make the Dnieper sjn4 th,^ Dwina the, 
grand line o£ his: opeFaXions, whence hp^ wouUb 
proceed in the spririgitd^attack at once Kiow and- 
Petersbnrg* The 6th iand 7th of November 
having destroyed the third part of his army, he,^ 
on his| ari^JLval ^t Smo^^jpsk^Q, alleged that destruc- 
tion, jand, the indementy of therwinter? as thesf 
reamns of> hi« abandoning his former design.^ 
But the true and only motive which induced him* 
to chan'ge 'hi^ plan, was. the news which he re- 
ceived at Sniblenskb (9tH November), that Witt- 
genstein had carried Polotsk by storm, and that 
Witepsk had been taken with its garrison. These 
two events caused so complete a change in the 
projects of the Emperor, that it will be proper to 



* The twenty-fifth buUetin. 
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enter into some detail of the military operations 
which had taken plAce oh the Dwina during our 
retreat. 

The day on which we quitted Moscow, all the 
Russian armies that Napoleon had left in his 
rear put themselves in motion. That under the 
Command of Count Wittgenstein, was principally 
to be dreaded, not only on account of its neigh- 
bourhood to the JBeresina, but because it had just 
been reinforced by 17,000 recruits, and a division 
of old troops Arrived from Finland. Marshal 
Gouvion Saint-Cyr who had been ordered to 
observe the operations of this army, had received 
no reinforcement, artd had seen his troops ra- 
pidly diminished, not only by incessant combats, 
but by -their long continuance in a miserable 
country, which during more than four months 
had beeri the scene of the most sanguinary ope- 
rations. 

Wittgenstein, favoured by so many advantages, 
began to act on the offensive, at the moment when 
our weakness would no longer permit us to hold 
him in check. At six o'clock in the morning 
(Oct. 18th) he marched upon Polotsk in four 
columns, and profiting by his numerical supe- 
riority, advanced to turn the position which Mar- 
shal SaintCyr occupied on the left bank of the 
Polota. His first attack was directed against one 
of our batteries advantageously placed, and which 
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it iras Becessaiy for w^ to presecre, yvheitf^er it 
ro^bt qopt, ufil^^B^ we ^wild e^iose tp the enemy 
the weakest side of our intrenched camp towards 
PWotrtc. The fortificationii ^f thi^ c^ty were too 
io^pe^eet to cover the extr^ity of oi^rleft, yet 
whep they were attacked, they v^ere defef^ded by 
General Msuson in a inannev highly^ creditable tq 
l|is skill, and to the courage of ]^ t|noc|M»*. 

While the enemy briskly pressed Genera^ 
lUaison, another of bis coiun^ns marched tp^t^c]^ 
fhe division of Legrand in frqnt, directing its 
pfiqf^ipal efforts agfan^t a redoubt constructed on 
||ie left of the Polota, and wtuch by the manceu-* 
yres of tl^e Russians, was no^ bec<Hne the centre 
of our division. All the efforts of the assailants 
were unavailing, and their couragfs expired Dander 
$be destructive Hre of our cannon. 
^ Pufing the whole of the day, Wit^ensteici 
dared not to attempt the right bank of the Polota^^ 
where we were strongly intrenched, but c^bout 
four o'clock in the ^ternoon, having concentratedi 
f 11 his forces, and being supported by a column 
newly arrived from Nevel, he advanced ii^ great 
force by the roads of Higa, and Sebei, and fu- 
riously attacked the left of the town- The Swiss, 



* The eighth diri^ion, the eommand of which General Verdier 
had been compelled tf» letign on account of the woundi which 
i iieceived in the first batUe of PoLotik (Aug*, )6th asd 17th). 
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ancl the Cro<Ms of th« dkiaiott of Mwjl»);(^ 
ninth), led away by their enthusiastic . aild#iif^ 
rushed forward to Ba^et ^^ c^ftoyi ; Mwidt' UMlaitog 
a faornhle massacre^ o^ tl^: Hussiaiis^ gloviowfy 
teraiioaled tl«e dpy^ )>y retaimbg the paMtim 
whicfa^ they h^ be^ii,tchaiig«di*t> dbfendu T'hw 
Caunt Gouviw SaintrlCyr hjriur^l^ rQp«U«dbtlif 
attack of aa enemy ht sii|>^or ; in str^n^h^ lit 
shrunk not.fro# tl|e upeqiial.^ofahlhat^ ius liMif^rav 
courage was of ati^ ^aiL Bi|t it y^fsii^yvi^ Ikit 
utmost inq^i^udO) thut bo^. observ04 the sfm^ 
m^noBuvres wi^h t|^ ewp^y. now inoi^pi^nedfriii » 
l^vei country where valaOT;fnii4t teiiiiyyiH4/t# 
number*. lie hfd seot CM^Nsaa dtaisig Hm 
tiightj on the bordisrs of the Qnck^tAf^k^to Maim 
bis rear and to obpenre the mo^eiieiitft^^fitbe 
corps of Steiigi^lt who viewt to>tiumA>the,ln«rrtMl 
by the left b^cik of ^^ Dwiiim ^hili$: he! w^tmv- 
tendiBg with Wittgenstein on the opppsile pweki 
In his fyNA rse^muisa^e^ Getiefa} Cdisbtneaa 
informed Coui^t.QflUvi^n Sain^Cyry .ti^ hb had 
only.^ljeiit in with 8fin<^ triflipg partj^^j^f .the 
enemy on t^e banks of the Ouf^hat^k; bu^abmrt 
ten o'l^lfM^ in the ^tt^oriu^i, he fte^t jti grea^ h«ite 
to apprise hinii that he, was>of^osed by fii^ thoa^ 
sand wfantiy and tweltre squadrons^ of caval^ 
Ai regiment wjoia immediately drafted ffpm taphitf 
the divisions, uns^^ii jby Witjg«tfkteuii.ai^4 sent 
with, the;7;thicuiffa§s|flrf .iwit^.^G^^ 
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ireinforcc the troops which Corbineaii com- 
manded. 

The marshal then perceived that his situation 
was become critical, and that it was necessary to 
repass the Dwina; but wishing to conceal his 
retreat from the Russians, he gave orders that the 
preparations should n6t commence, till the closd 
of day, and that the greatest silence should be ob- 
served. By this precaution he hoped to escape 
from those fatal obstacles, which the enemy would 
oppose to him, as soon as 'he was informed of 
Ae movement. Unfortunately, when night ap- 
proached, some imprudent soldiers set fire to the 
tcnte of General Legrand, and the flames instantly 
spread through the whole line. ^ Wittgenstein 
well knew that the manoeuvres of the corps of 
Stengel, would compel* ns to retreat!, and only 
waited the signal which marked- its' ^commence- 
ment, to repeat his ^attacks. He immediately 
comprehended that vre had begun to fall back, 
and drawing out the whole of his artillery, directed 
it principally on Polotsk, hoping' tb set it on firej 
and to prevent the escape of our ammunition- 
wagons, which must necessarily pass through 
the town. The troops who were in Polotsk; 
being protected by a double palissade, bravely 
defended themselves. They kept up a constant 
fire' on the enemy and. intrenched themselves 
behind some timber^ and in some houses which 
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ftirey' hid! ocawdrted nit6 iedoiibts. /^rnie boio^ 
bardii^nt was dreadfol^* and* the firefi cK* die bat« 
teiies beeaane general; * The flames iHtbicli rose on 
evei^y^ side; dbed a frightAil glara lovers i this noe^ 
turnal combatj and' enafoUoMi both^jdrines^tonia* 
noBUvi^ as in 6pm ^y*: The dbatidacy with 
wfaioli either ]f»Pty fougfatiwas^^esttieitiev a&d aU 
tliongtihiv^ hdd tacontendiwith fbr snp^tiorfi^rebgy 
oiir rear^ttlird mamiained tiieiT' position, iintil 
the whole of our baggfagb and' ail- o«|r troops 
iiad refWfisedtheDwina,' ^ ^ •• ^ 

Polotsk being evacuated abob): thr^ O'clock ill 
the morning, the Rusman General Caranova im« 
mediately took possession of it. He found no^ 
thihg biM 4;he wounded, lying in heaps on the 
field of battle.- Their number attested the valour 
of our Soldiers* But our forced retreat was yet 
more gloriptis, since in a situation so critical, 
and wMch tib^^iened such -disastrous results, the 
only trophy of which the Russians could boasts 
was one oainiion, and that was purchased at a Ims, 
which tripled ^ ours. 'On the'same day, tibe Rus^ 
sian staff had* ; a grand ^dinner at the ponyent of 
the) Jesuits. < At the close xif the r^ast Wittgien* 
stein aroscj and prompted . by feelings whijch ho^ 
noui^ b6th the conqueror' and the conquered, 
gave the health of the bravei 6o4vion ' Saint-Cyr . -, 
' That: mairshal p^rceiviosg thatibe had not a 
niotiKent.to 1(^^ in j^i^iriing the\ tcoopa. wJikh. 
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mivikkised by dte OoGkaUck, and wUich Gfenenf 
AxAej had held in cheek itt the defitet of Sea** 
litehtcfae, ednt a colunkii of 700 Ba:ramsi to re^ 
iiiliarae hitt^ He gavi tile cbitamtad of the. whole 
datachmciDt to Oedefal Wredbi who immediatri^r 
adiyancedtiEigaiDst Ihe corpb of StengeL fiavrog 
liKt wttth il^ile fimoilBlx'aftaekod it, 4iid droire 
j( to.ffae other ride iof Jkoioimav tikHig fitam 16 
to 'ISOOpHsottersi atodng^ whotat wei'e iiro c^onelff, 
and many ofllceiti>fdtffereBt ranks. 

When Count Gouviom Saiht^C^ir UMMle bM 
repirrt of thesis MoAdy combats, sutfailfted at a 
period so iuporiimt, and under drcuoaislaaeea so 
dieadvuntageous,. he raidered full justice t^ the 
talenta and the bravery of tSen^als Wfede^ Le^ 
gfiaiid^ Merle, Mataod, awl Laureno^; he cotai^ 
molded the skittful manner in which GenerM 
Mi^ttj had mimGeuyred the ibrtiUary; he gave 
equal praise to tfao Geberat of &igineerb Dode^ 
wbo> fa^ displayed: the most ehilindnt talents, and 
|)i» taaoftt praftund knowledge of his professimii 
and who was the more estimable, as beings al^ 
'imystHir princi|mlreBOiirce'tndespersIteeittcum» 
■tances. Colonels Gu^hteene (i^ounded) aaid 
Dalbignae were not forgotten in ttre tiarration <tf 
sin aflQuir in wMdt both had disttnguishM theniK 
selTes by the exhibition of etery quaKtj^ thai 
coDdd donititaKe real AKrit Lastly, idie itahAial 
ihAmnod'^tbd £fli|>eror, dpt beiagp wdutanfadvoi 
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the fort) iiewwk obli^ to resign ^ cmiffiafid 
to O&kenl Legfund until the Duke o# Regg^ 
eouid arrivfi to asmime it. 

Soeh wefre the ev^its wfaioh occurred on the 
OwiM^ idiile the grand army efiected itg retreat 
to Smoletiftko ; events honourable to our arms^ 
but disflstrous, l^ the consequence whieh in* 
etitably folloti'ed. Wittgenstein, baving passed 
tlte Dwina, detached some troops on his left, n ho 
captured Witepsk. He opposed the corps of 
Stengel to the Bavarians on his rigbt, and with 
the ^^est of his army pursued the division of wbicb 
the dtike of Reggio had taken the command. To 
srupport that marshal, who was scarcely able to 
hold Wittgenstein in check, Napoleon was com- 
pelled to send the Duke of Beiluno wiHi orders to 
efitdeatour to 4btee the Russians to repass the 
i>wina ; a fatid eltpedition, in wbi<)b that corpi 
waa eompletdy destroyed by "fiunine and the 
Hgot^ of fte season. Had it remained till out 
arrival 'at Mistesladl, whefe it was comfortably 
eantoned, 4t migbt'bave been miceessfully*<3|>(>osed 
foTscfaikagow, and might have encourage tht 
Coi^ of &hwart2;enl)erg, consisting. olF'Hhitt^ 
thousand Austrians, to resist the atVacks of Hie 
iirmy of Wolfaydia. Hhus by defending Minsk, 

Mad. of j^orjsov, ^tfae Auitriaiia woul4 liajife pre- 
served the French artty <Fain^^ >t^ 
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which it experienced on the banks of the Bere- 
sina. Our chief learned all these manceuTres 
by intercepted letters, but he -wbb unable to pre- 
vent them. The consequences which were ex- 
pected to follow from them, were so important, 
that the Russians openly avowed the intention of 
taking Napoleon alive, and putting the whole of 
his army to the sword. We, however, were kept 
in profound ignorance of these hostile move- 
ments, and reckoning on the resistance which 
the corps that protected our flanks, would oppose 

, to ihe enemy, we confidently expected the termi- 
nation of our sufferings, at precisely the very 
place at which they became absolutely insup- 
portable. 

It was not therefore the severity of a prema- 
ture winter that rendered the plans of Napoleon 
abortive, because if he could have maintained 
himself between Smolensko and Witepsk, lie 
would easily have repaired the losses which be 
had hitherto suffered. The principal, and the 
only cause of his ruin, was his determination to 
proceed to Moscow without considering the forces 

» which he left in his rear, and his persisting to 
eflect, at the price of our blood, that which the 
most headstrong and iipprudent monarch* had 



♦ Charles XII. of Swede*, to whom Napoleon cointantljr 
uppliedthe epithet of *♦ the fool." 
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not dared to attempt. The desire of pillaging- 
that capital, and the ambition of dictating his 
laws there*, made him sacrifice every thing. He 
rushed on, eager to destroy the ancient palace of 
the Czars, forgetful of the winter. and all its 
horrors; forgetful that Wittgenstein had never 
abandoned the Dwina ; and that Tschikakoff, re* 
turned from Moldavia, ^ould attack him on his 
return from his foolish expedition. 

Napoleon, ignorant as yet of the progress 
which the enemy had made on the Dwina, deter- 
mined that the fourth corps should pass the 
Dnieper, and march on Witepsk, to efiect a junc- 
tion with the garrison of that town commanded 
by General Pouget. After reconnoitring whether 
the approach of winter had still left this route 
practicable. General Samson was ordered to 
traverse the country, and examine particularly 
the banks of the Wop. The Engineers Delahaye, 
Laignelos, and Guibert, accompanied him. — 
These officers had scarcely passed the Dnieper, 
when they fell into the hands of a party of cos- 
sacks by whom all these rivers were infested. 

(November 7th). While the fourth corps pro- * 
ceeded in the direction of Witepsk, we left Do 
roghoboui, and passed the Dnieper on a bridge oi 

* He only gdve them to the French coiQedians. Sec? his regu- 
lations concerning the theatres, dated Moscow, October 15th, 4i^ 
inserted in the Moniteur, January 15, 1S13, 
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tdftd B^ftr that village. The hons^ fetliKl Ibfe 
gii^atest difficulty in climbiitg the opplo^ite ba&k. 
The road was become as slippery as gtaiMs, and 
Ihese animals, already exhausted, were no longer 
able to draw. Twelve or sixteen hot^s haiiiessecl 
to one cannon had scarcely strength to drag ft 
over the smallest hill. It was intended to pro^ 
eeed the first day as far as Zasel^ ; but the i^oad 
was so execrably bad, that even on the follcrwiiig 
Bioming, the waggons had scarcely reached the 
sixth league. Many cannoii and horses w^re of 
necessity abandoned; and it was on that cruel 
night that the soldiery, no longer under control, 
Began to pillage the baggage. The ground Wt^ 
covered with portmanteaus, boxes, and papers ; 
and many articles stolen from Moscow, trhich 
some remains of shame had hitherto concealed, 
oiice more saw the light. 

The beautiful chateau of ZazcU presented iM 
during the night with a repetition of the scenes 
of yesterday, With the exception of those whom 
the pillage of the waggons had reanimated, i^e 
saw nothing on every side but men dying of 
hunger and of cold; and horses tormented by 
thii*st, endeavouring to break the ice with their 
feet, to find that water which we were unable to 
give them. 

(November 8th). Our baggage was so consi- 
derable that the losses which it had sustained 
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^Mre yet scaitsely fi^« We marehed with much 
alaenty all day, for we thought that haviug 
quitted the great road of SmoteuekOy and pursued 
^le that had experienced leis of the calamities of 
war) we might find dome villages to shelter us 
from the ijaclemeucy of the night, where our 
femished troops might obtain refreshment, and 
especially where we might procure some forage 
iDr our meagre horses. But this flattering hope 
soon vanished. The village of Sloboda, at which 
we w^e to sleep, presented us with tiBW hoittM. 
Every thing was destroyed ; and the cossacks, 
hovering on our flanks, seizad and pillaged, <A* 
massacred, every one who, urged by necessity, 
wandered but a little way from the ranks to sedlc 
for food. In these dreadftil circumstances Gene- 
ftal Daitthouard, whose tedents had before proved 
so useful, appeared to multiply himself, and to be 
present wherever danger dureatened. He caused 
0iur artillery to act With efik^t, <m every point 
where it coold be brou^t to bear ; when, as hfe 
was passing imr lines, a cannon-ball fi^u^tured his 
right thigh, after having killed the orderly soldier 
byhtsside* 

The Viceroy, knowing that we ought to cross 
<^ Wop on ^e fdlowing day, had sent General 
l^tevin forwaft^ in the night, with some engi- 
neers, to construct a bridge for our passage. We 
afrived on tfie banks of the river at ail early hoiir 
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on the morrow, and to the great grief of the 
Prince, and our utter despair, saw the whole 
army and the baggage ranged along the Wop, 
without being able to pass it. The bridge bad 
been begun and nearly finished, but the waters 
had suddenly increased during the night, and so 
injured it, that it was neither possible to avail 
ourselves of it, or to repair it. 

The Cossacks, whom we had seen the night 
.before, did not fail to advance upon us when they 
were apprised of our critical situation . We already 
heard the fire of our riflemen, who endeavoured 
to keep them in check ; but the noise of the fire- 
arms rapidly approaching, convinced us that the 
audacity of the enemy increased at the view of 
our dangers. In the meantime the Viceroy, 
whose noble soul was always calm in eveiy emer- 
gency, maintained a presence of mind most im- 
portant in circumstances so desperate. To re- 
: animate the spirits of the soldiers, who were more 
terrified at the presence of the cossacks than at 
the dangers of the Wop, he despatched some 
chosen troops, who repulsed the Russians on our 
flanks and on our rear, and left us at liberty to 
.attempt, the passage of the river. 

The Prince, seeing that it was necessary for 
some ofiicer of rank to set an example of courage 
jn crossing first, ordered Colonel Delfanti to place 
himself at the head of the royal guard, and to pass 
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the ford of the Wop. That braTe officer, who^e 
intrepidily csomot be too highly praised, embraced 
with ardour this opportunity of shewing his de^ 
votion to the service; and in sight of all our 
corps, with the water reaching to his waist, made 
his way through the accumulated ice, at the 
head of the grenadiers, and surmounted every 
difficulty. 

The Viceroy immediately followed with his 
staff, and having arrived at the other side, issued 
the necessary orders to facilitate a passage so 
dangerous. The waggons now began to file offl 
The first passed happily over, and after them » 
few pieces of artillery. But as the channel was 
iar below the level of the ground, and the banks 
steep and glittering with ice, the only practicable, 
point was where a gentle declivity had been dujg 
to descend to the river. The cannon all follow- 
ing in the same track, formed ruts so deep that it- 
was impossible to drag them out. Thus the only 
accessible ford was soon choked up» and rendered 
utterly impassable for the rest of the artillery and 
baggage. 

In this situation every one yielded to despair ; 
for, notwithstanding the efforte made by our 
rear-guard to repulse the Russians, it was but 
too evident that they advanced. Our very, fear 
doubled our danger. The river was only half 
frozen, and as the waggons could not possibly 
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erom it, 4b»y who had bo horaM imrt fdrMd tf) 
ivade tln^u^ the stream. Our sttuatioE ivaa Alt 
more deplorable, as we were cptapdled to abw^ 
don a hundred pieces of caaaon, end. a great 
nuariber of amftniinitiota and pro^Mon waggonsj 
Mrts, and drousehki*^ which coiltained the littla 
Ijuit remained of the {NTOTicdons of iVlateow. M 
soon as the necessity became thus apparent, e/tti^f 
one abandoned his vehkle^ aod iastrly loaded his 
borae with his most valn^e eflfeets* Btit aoatcdlgF 
bad any cme resolved to leave. hia«ainage) than a 
crowd of soldiefi gave the owner no tiioe to eeleet 
what lie diought proper. They vi^eotlj^ aeiaed 
em it, aad in a knoment piUagdd tt of eveiy thiiBg 
wiiieh A oonteinBd, pnnci^^ally iteartbwg #P^ ^flour 
aiid brandy. The artiilery-m^ leribai^doneKi their 
l^eoes, ^nd on tbe report MmA the ^aimoy rapjfcjyiy 
af^oached, leMttoctiately sjnked dtheia^ diespwiiiig 
to bonv^y <hem ^wpom. a river, emtiy f)M*t of whit^ 
WW choked with waggons sticking iai^t in the 
day, and the bodies of inmunerable soldieirsand 
houses^ whfo had b^en carried a\i^ by the torosat* 
The cries of those who were crossing .tjie river, 
the comteitiatieii of others who w)ete pif^rihg 
to descend^ and whokn we ^every monaient 'saw pite- 
o^tated into thp current, and fioaUy tKe dtatfae« 
ttott of the wome*, die ahrieUs ctf the chiMr^iti. 

* AVi ele^t fittle caxiiage inuch used dLfMogeo^. 
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ftnd the tfei-rbr ettftiteief tfte^tdl^ldf*, fietrdiiid thi* 
^ssdge a neme mhwr^jH, tliat tb« Tery riHxit* 
feetton yet terrifieB thocierwho iritmssed i«, 

Althoiigli it in UMBt pain^i to retrmn the 
d^adftil erentB of thaS d^^ I cannot prev^U on 
myself to forbear reeonnting one trait of mater- 
nal love, so touching, and i^ iKmourable to 
iiiiman nature, tliat tlie sight of it eompenMAad 
for the affliction which those unfortunate Imi^ 
occadioned me. 

A female sutler of our <^orpii, who bad beea 
with tts during the whole campaign, returned 
from Moscow,* canying in a waggon five young 
children and all the fruit of lier industry* Aar- 
rfved at the Wop, she regsHhded wiHi hokrror the 
rapid stream which compelled her to leave on ito 
banks all her little fortune and the future sub- 
sistence of her children. . For a hmg time she 
ran up and down, eagerly looking for a new 
passage, then returning in despaii' from her imit^ 
less search, she said to her husband, ^' We must 
^ ilideed irt^andon all ; let w qow try only bow 
*^ to s^re our children/' Sayiiag HiaSv^be todt 
the two youngest from the waggon, «A]d f^looed 
them ih her husband^s arms. I Saw «he poor 
fefher closely hug the innoceitt ei^eatures, and 
With a tremh3i)ig foot turaverBe iSht^ ri Vcnr^ while im 
wife ffidlingon herlt«ie«iat thei^dge of die 
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now gazfed eagerly od him, and th^ raised her 
eyes to heaven ; but as soon as she saw him safely 
landed, she lifted her hands in gratitude to Pro- 
vidence ; and leaping on her feet, esLclaimed with 
transport, " They are saved, they are saved/' 
The anxious father, depositing his precioas bur- 
den on the bank, hastened back, seized on two 
more of them, and again plunging into the waves, 
being followed by his wife, who bore the fifth 
on one arm, and with the other hand clung fast 
to her husband, reached the shore in safety. The 
children who had been first carried over, thinking 
themselves abandoned by their parents, made the 
air resound with their cries, but their tears soon 
ceased to flow, when the affectionate family was 
again reunited. 

The evening approaching, we quitted this place 
of desolation, and encamped near a wretched 
village half a league firom the bank3 of the Wop, 
whence iwei often heard, in the middle of the 
nighty the lamentable cries of those who were yet 
attempting the passage. We had left the four- 
teenth division on the other side to hold the 
enemy in check, and to endeavour to save some 
part of the immense baggage which we had aban- 
doned. I was sent on the morroW\to, recall this 
division, and was thus enabled to j^rceive all the 
extent of our loss. : For mor§ th^ a league. 
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nothing was to be seen on the road and the banks 
of jthe river^ but ammunition-waggons, pieces of 
artillery, and the most elegant carriages. The 
articles with which the waggons had been filled, 
and that were too heavy to be carried away, were 
heaped on every side. I saw many figures of 
antique bronze chandeliers of the greatest value, 
original and exquisite paintings, and the richest 
and most esteemed porcelain. ; I perceived among 
the rest a cup of the most beautiful workmanship, 
on which was depicted the sublime composition 
x>f Marcus Sextu^. I took it, and drank from 
it some of ihe water of the Wop fdll of dirt 
and ice. After I had thus used it, I cast it from 
me with indifference near the place were I bad 
found it. 

Our troops had scarcely quitted the other bank 
when clouds of cossacks, no longer finding any 
opposition, advanced to the river. They found 
too many unhappy wretches who, feeble and dis- 
eased, had been unable to pass the ford. Although 
our enemies were absolutely surrounded and 
oppressed -jwith plunder, they stripped these 
nip^erable beings^ and left them naked on the 
«now. As we stood on the opposite bank, we 
could see the cossacks sharing among themselves 
.the bloody spoils. If their courage had equalled 
^heir love of pillage, the Wop would not have 
defended us from their attacks. But these 
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eowxfdlj ftsMilants w^e alwa)^ atopped by a 
few bayonetB, or contented tiiemsdves with firing 
at us a few cannon-ahot, wbich indeed too fre- 
quently reached our ranks. 

The last night had been truly dreadfiiL To 
form some idea of it, the reader must picture t^ 
hiaself an army encamped on the bare snoW) in 
ttie midst of the severest winter, closely punmed 
%y the enemy, and having qeither artillery nor 
c^Talry to oppose to him. The soldiers, without 
shoes, and almost without clothes, were enfeebled 
by thtigue and famine^ Sitting on tibeir knap* 
fidcks, they slept on their knees. From l^s be- 
numbing posture they only rose to broil some 
firUces of horse-Aesh, or to mdt a few morsels of 
ice. Even the wood often failed us, and to make 
their fires, our troops destroyed tfce ycry houses 
in which the generals lodged ; and often when we 
awoke in the morning, the village that we had 
seen the night before, had disappeared, Mhile 
whole towns, which to-day were untouched, would 
form on the morrow one vast conflagration. In 
Ihe midst jof these sufferings the Viceroy, alw^s 
Ht our head, preserved a calm and unruffled coigi*- 
fenance. Enduring comparatively far greater 
privations ^an we, he was always cheerful, and 
retained his presence of mind though svrvounddl 
hy the most urgent dangers, offering in his own per- 
son the most perfect model of military discipline. 



Digitized by 



Google 



KBAsnoCi 817 

The cossacks, perceiving thftt we lad quitted 
our posftidii, soon crottied the river mtd tittacjteid 
cmr rear« The fenrteenth diTi(»on» wbibb bad 
preserred tt¥6lve pieces of eamnoht^ formiid tbe 
rear-^ard^ and repulsed the eoefny. fai tb# 
liMiantime^ the Prince and his officers «»deaTOure| 
tD reduce to some ordety ^and entioe baok to ^ir 
ranks, those sbldiers whom misery bad ifotced to 
leave their colours to search for food. But they 
attempted tins without success. The niniilber of 
the stragglers was so great that it il'as itnpossiibie 
either to arrest or check th^n. Even wbeo tofm 
had returned to their duty, the de$ertio]| Mm r^ 
commenced . Hunger, imperious hunger, seduced 
them again from their colours, and threw lall (Wf 
columns into confusion. The more enfeeUed we 
became, the more enteiprising were o»r adrars^ 
ries. Their aMacks on our rear-guaid were zh 
most ineessimt, and we were ff^cjuently eoitipe^bsd 
to halt, and contend against superior fiMoes^ 
which endeavoured to overwhelm m on dv6ry 
side. 

The rear of our column iras briskly ^res sed^ 
whon the royal gnard wbif^h formed its Itead ^nos 
stepped before thikhorcbtohina by 4ome styna^ 
dr€«s<of eossatks, who, issruingfrdm the town, di^ 
ployed in the plain, as if thqr would surround Il& 
Seeing tbat we were thus pressed on every aide, 
our coips ft U inlfp such ^d^^order, Ufa^t jA xeiKKUr 
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bled one immense crowd, half of which were 
sick and disarmed. In the meantime the enemy 
maintained his ground on one side of us, and on 
the other attacked us with vigour. But the Prince, 
ever preserving his courage unbroken, formed the 
Italian guard and the Bavarian dragoons and light 
horse into a square, which marching in platoons 
drove back the cossacks and permitted us to enter 
Dukhovchtchina. The thirteenth division was 
formed in column close to these troops, in spite 
of the multitude of stragglers, who pressing round 
our battalions, impeded every manoeuvre. That 
he might accelerate the march of the army the 
Prince hindself watched during the night, and 
superintended the repair of an old bridge which 
arrested our progress. To encourage the en- 
gineers, he even condescended to assist at the 
work, while every privation to which he exposed 
himself, rendered him dearer to those whom he 
conmianded. 

The little town of Dukhovchtchina, through 
which our army had not before passed*, had 
escaped the general destruction. The inhabit- 
ants, flying at our approach, left us some pro- 
visions, which we eagerly collected, coarse as 
they were. But that which rendered them most 



♦ Excepting the cavalry commanded by General Grouchy, 
luid tfaedirUiou of Pino when it returned from Porietsch« 
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precious was the opportunity of prepaifogthem 
in some human habitation, and enjoying for a 
little while a shelter from the excessive, cold of 
a piercing wind. 

The Viceroy had on the precedii^. evening or* 
dered his aide-de-camp Betaille to take with him 
the 15th division, and proceed by the nearest 
road to Smolensko to announce to Napoleon the 
disasters which we had experienced on the Wop, 
To await the reply of the Emperor, and to know 
whether we were yet to continue our march upon 
Witepsk, we were permitted to enjoy one day's 
rest at Dukhovchtchina (11th November). But 
when that officer did not return, it was determim^ 
that we should recommence our march at two. 
o'clock on the following morning. We had 
been undisturbed during the whole of the day^ 
but at ten o'clock at night, while we were in- 
dulging in a sweet repose to which we had been 
so long unaccustomed, the cossacks appeared be* 
fore the town, and directed their artillery on tbe 
fires round which our soldiers were sleepipg> 
Many picquets were sui-prised ; those of the 106th 
regiment, placed before a church, suffered co^n:* 
siderable loss ; but the presence of the Viceroy 
soon repaired the disorder which so unexpecta) 
an attack had occasioned. The troops were im^ 
mediately collected, and occupied every position 
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vrliidicflAUl b« fat»urabte to m ift t mietmial tn^ 
oomytefi T)ii$ attock wA fdllow€ii by notMug of 
eom^queiice, for it wan made hy fhe GO^saekn^ 
who took care to be far enough away when they 
perceittftd th«t Mre were taking measureft to |rtimsh 
th^riemeriiy. 

(November KA) . The hour of detmrture being 
aiMTed) wa aet fire to Diikhofohtebiiia, whosig 
boosts had foeeti «o naeftil to us. Although suffix 
^ieiitly accuatomed to all the efi^ts of a eotilla-^ 
gmjtioti, we eould not restrain our astoniafaiiieiit 
at the horrible^ yet auperfo spectacle, wbick it 
flow predetited^ amid die shades of a forest cohered 
With stiow, and strangely illumined by torrents of 
flatness l^he trees were covered with a sheet of 
iee^ which dasszled the sight, and produced, as with 
a pHsm^ the most vivid and variegated colours. 
The branches of the birch, drooping to \bt 
gfoUnd like the tt eeping willow, appeared like 
beautiful chandeliers, while the icicles, melted by 
Ae heat, seenied to scatter around us a shower of 
brilliant and sparkling diamonds. 

Ih the midst of a idcene iull €»C splendid hoitor 
ottf troops i^eunited, and ph)ceeded from tlieidWti 
<tti the rmd to Smolensko. Alftiough the<iiight 
tri^ tintiSually datk, the flames that ascended 
ftwa the neighbouring Villages, which had be^ 
also dei^ttmyed, fbfmed so many auroree-borealesi 
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and till the dawn of day shed a frightful glare 
iipan our march: Beyond Toporovo, the road 
of Pologhi, which we had followed when we 
came from Smolensko to Doroghoboui, was oh 
our left. The snow that covered all the country, 
had nearly buried the villages, which formed from^ 
alfar only a few black spots on one boundless siir- 
iace of white. The difficulty of approaching them* 
saved many from the general desolation* When I 
compared these peaceful asylums with the torments 
to which we were a prey, I could not refrain 
from exclaiming, " Happy people ! exempt from 
** ambition, you live tranquil and undisturbed^ 
** whife we are fast sinking under the most fright- 
" ful calamities. The winter preserves your ex- 
" istence, but it devotes us to death. When the 
" sweiet spring shall have accomplished your de- 
" liverance, you will see our carcasses bleaching 
** the plain, and you will be doubly happy in 
" having suffered so little from our tyranny, and 
" in having added nothing to the weight of our 
^* misfortune.'* 

The Kttle river Khmost was frozen when we 
crossed it, and the bridge, which was yet entire,- 
enabled us to pasg( on without delay or danger.' 
Arriving at Wolodim6rOv^a, the Viceroy established^ 
himself in a chateau a little above the village, 
where he had lodged on our formeir march. We 
&Btd no doabt that the Cossacks, who had fianked 

Y 
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our route during the day, would halt on a height 
not far distant from us, and accordingly they soon 
drove in our foragers, who, urged by imperious 
necessity, had spread themselves through the 
neighbouring villages which had not been entirely 
ravaged in search of food. 

(November 13th) . We were now only one day's 
march from Smolensko, where abundance would 
succeed to want, and repose to fatigue. Impa- 
tient to enjoy a happiness so long desired,^ we left 
Woiodimerowa long before day, and burned, a» 
was our custom, the cottages which had afforded 
us shelter. Having arrived at the heights of 
Stabna, where the road of Dukhovchtchina joins 
that of Witepsk, we experienced an almost in* 
superable difficulty in ascending the mountain : 
wherever we attempted to climb it, we found one 
solid mass of ice, bright, and slippery as glass. 
Men and horses rolled over one another ; , and, 
happy were they, who, after the utnlost exertion, 
could extricate themselves from the dreadful pass. 

Before we arrived at Smolensko, where we 
trusted that all our misfortunes would terminate, 
the most melancholy scenes presented themselves 
ctery instant, and increased our eagerness to reach 
that city, the object of our most ardent prayers. 
Among the sports of cruel fortune, none had 
more cause to complain than the Frenqh women, 
who, following us fropa Moscow to escape the 
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Vengeance of the Russians, hoped to find with 
us certain protection* Most of them on foot, 
with shoes of stuffy little calculated to defend 
them from the frozen snow, and clad in old 
robes of silk, or the thinnest muslin, wer^ glad 
to corver themselves with tattered pieces of mili^ 
tary cloaks^ torn from the dead bodies of thc5 
soldiers. Their situation would have drawn tears 
from the hardest hearts, if dire necessity had not 
stifled in every bosom the feelings of humaliijty^ 

Of all the victims of the horrprs of war, no 
one inspired warmer pity than the young anrf*" 
interesting Fanny. Beautiful, affectionate, ami- 
able, and sprightly, speaking many diffevenfr: 
languages, and possessing every quality calculated 
to seduce the most insensible heart, she now 
begged for the most menial employment, and 
the morsel of bread which she obtained drew from 
her rapturous expressions of gratitude^ Implor-» 
ing succour from us all, she was compelled to 
submit to the vilest abuse , and, though hei" soul 
loathed the prostitution, she every night belonged 
to him who would charge himself with her sup- 
port. I saw her when we quitted Smolensko« 
She was no longer able to walk. She was cling- 
ing behind a carriage, and was thus dragged 
along. Atlength her powers were quite exhausted. 
She fell on the snow, and there remained un- 
buried, without exciting qni^ emotion of cptnpas* 

y2 
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sion, or obtaining one look of pity. But what 
need of more testimonies of the calamities which 
befell us ; we were all fellow-sufferers. 

It was horrible to see and to hear the enormous 
dogs with shaggy hair, which, driven from the 
villages that we had burned, followed us along 
our march. Dying with hunger, they uttered 
one incessant and frightful howl, and often 
disputed with the soldiers the carcasses of the 
horses which fell on our route. In addition to 
this, the ravens, with which Russia abounds, 
attracted by the scent of the dead bodies, hovered 
over us in black aiid innumerable clouds, and 
by their cries of mournful presage, struck the 
stoutest hearts with terror. 

We at length arrived within two leagues of 
Smolensko, and the tower of its celebrated church, 
which we already saw at a distance, flattering us 
•with the sweetest illusions, seemed the most 
lovely object in the whole perspective. W^ left 
the fourteenth division in the rear, with the few 
Bavarian horse that remained, to observe and 
hold in check the cossacks, who, increasing in 
t number every knoment, seemed determined to 
follow us to th6 very walls of the city. But 
what was dur consternation when we learned in 
the very suburbs of the city, that the ninth corps 
was gone, that it had not even halted at Smo- 
lensko^ and that the provisions were all cbn- 
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sumed > A thunderbolt falling at our feet would 
have confounded us less than did this news. Our 
senses were for a moment suspended. We would 
not believe the fact; but our eyes soon gave us 
sad ccmfirmation of the truth, when we saw the 
garrison of Smolensko eagerly rushing out, and 
immediately devouring the horses which every 
moment dropped, exhausted with fatigue and 
hunger* We then no longer doubted that famine 
reigned in that city, to which we had eagerly 
locked as the abode of plenty. 

As we were musing on the sadness of our lot, 
its rigour was somewhat alleviated by the promise 
of a little rice, flour, and biscuit, which yet re- 
mained in the magazines: The hope of this re- 
animated our drooping cdurage ; when suddenly 
we were filled with new consternation. We had 
scarcely anived within the gates of iSmolensko, 
wken crowds of stragglers, covered with blood, 
rushed upon us, and announced that the cossacks 
were only two hundred paces distant. The next 
moment, Captain Tressel, aide-de-camp to General 
Guilleniinot, who had been left behind with the 
fourteenth division, came at full speed. He 
applied us that that division had taken up a 
position in a village, in a wood which com- 
manded the road ; that the enemy had surrounded 
it, but that being perfectly intrenched round a 
ekateaUf whose park was encircled with palli- 
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sades, the cossacks despaired of attacking them 
with success, and retired to fell upon the stragv^ 
glers; that they had speedily overtaken these 
unhappy beings, had massacred some, and 
wounded a great number. The road was covered 
with these miserable tvretches, and presented a 
s^pectacle well calculated to excite our liveliest 
compassion. We saw them, moreover, at a dis- 
tance, descending the mountain of Smolensko. 
The declivity was so rapid, and the frost had 
rendered it so slippery^, that many of these un-. 
fortunate beings, unable to support themselves, 
rolled down the priecipice, and inevitably pe-. 
rished, 

Having left the royal guard on this height to 
protect the division oi Broussier which formed 
the rear-guard, we descended toward the Dnieper, 
and endeavoured to enter the city. Beyond the 
bridge was the junction of the road of Dorogho- 
boui with that from Valentina, which all the 
pthcr divisions had taken; and as these corps 
had not passed the Wop, they yet retained a 
great part of their artillery and baggage. The 
numerous carriages which flocked in on every 
side, mingled with the foot-soldiers and the 
cavalry ; and all of them attempting to riish into 
Smolensko, where tl^ey had been promised some 
rations of bread, the greatest confusion ensued. 
The entrance was completely choked up, an^ 
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inore than three hours elapsed- ere we could 
penetrate into the city. 

(November 13). The wind was tempestuous, 
and the cold excessive. We were assured that 
the thermometer was more than twenty-two de- 
grees below the freezing point. Notwithstanding 
this, eveiy one ran into the streets, hoping that he 
might be able to«purchase provisions. Smolensko 
was built on the side of a mountain, and the 
ascent was so slippery, that it was necessary to 
crawl on our knees, and to hold by the rocks 
which projected above the snow, in order to gain 
the summit. We at length reached the t9p, 
where we found the great square, and those 
houses which had suffered least from the con- 
flagration. Although the weather was insupport- 
ably severe, we sought rather for food than 
for lodging. Some soldiers of the garrison, to 
whom a little bread had been distributed, were 
compelled by force to sell it to us. Others imme* 
diately entreated those who had bought it, to 
afford them a share, and soldiers and officers, 
mingled together, were ravenously devouring in 
the streets every kind of provision which they 
could procure, however coarse or disgusting. In 
the meantime the cossacks arrived. We dis- 
tinctly perceived them scouring the heights, and 
firing on the troops which defiled below the 
towij. 
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We had greal difficulty in finding shelter,, for 
the houses were few, and the .crowd, which wa^ 
to occupy them, immense. At length, heaped 
one upon another in the great halls whose arches 
had defied the flames, we waited with impatience 
fi)r the distribution of the bread. But the for* 
malities necessary to be gone through were so 
long, that night came on ere a^y thing was de* 
livered. We were now compelled to run anew 
into the streets, and, with money in our hands, 
peek in the quarters of the imperial guard fox 
something to support our existence. They were 
mare favoured than the rest of tlie arnpty, and often 
rolled in abundance when we were den^tute of 
every comfort. 

Thus, Smolensko, which we had thought 
would have been tlie termination *of our mii^or* 
tunes, cruelly deceived our dearest hopes, and 
became the witness of our greatest disgrace, and 
pur most profound despair. The soldiers who 
could not find a shelter, encamped in thie middle 
of the streets, and, some hours after, were found 
dead around the fires which they had kindled^ 
The hospitals, the churches, and the other public 
buildings, were unable to contain the sick, who 
presented themselves by thousands. These un- 
happy beings, exposed to all the rigours of a 
frosty night, lay uncovered on the waggons, or 
in the ammunition-carts, or perished in yainly 



Digitized by 



Google 



KRASNOK. 829 

sadrching 'for an asylum. In fine, when every 
thing bad been promised us at Smolensko, no- 
thing had been provided to enable us to maintain 
ourselves there ; nothing had been {prepared to 
relieve and comfort an army whose salvation 
depended on that place alone. Hence despair 
teized upon lis. We thought only how to save 
our wretched existence* Honour and duty were 
forgotten, or rather, we were no longer disposed 
to submit to the commands of a rash sovereign, 
who troubled liot himself to provide bread for 
those who had sacrificed their lives fo gratify his 
ambition**. 

The gayest, and the most intrepid, now en- 
tirely lost their character. They predicted only 
disasters and dangers f. One thought occupied 
their minds--rthat country which they were never 
again to see. One object filled their view— that 
death which every moment threatened them. 
With a mournful presentiment, each inquired 
tremblingly, and with the most profound mys- 
tery, where were the armies to which we looked 
for deliverance ? " Where is the Marshal Gop*. 



. ♦ We had be^ told that 20,000 waggons, laden with biscuit 
and flour, and drawn by 40,000 men, were provided for the sup- 
port of the army. Very few of these reached Smolensko; and 
fhe oxen which did arive ihere, were so diseased by fatigue, and 
bud food, that the physicians forbade the army taeat thenu 
t See the Twenty^ninth Bulletin. 
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" vion Saint Cyr ?" one secretly asked his com- 
panion. — " He wished to have protected the 
** Dwina, but he was forced to abandon Polotsk, 
" and to fall back upon Lessel," was the whis- 
pered reply. — " Ai^d where is the Duke of Bel- 
*' lun^?''— " He could not reach the Oula."— " And 
*' where the Russian army of Wolhynia?** — " It 
" has driven Prince Schwartzenbei^ behind the 
^^ Bug; it has made itself master of Minsk, and 
" is advancing against us/' — " Ah ! if this news 
*' be true," repeated the first to himself, " our 
^^ situaticm is truly desperate; ajid one great ^ 
" battle, on the borders of the Dnieper or the 
'^ Beresina, will complete our ruin*'* 

Reflections, if possible, more depressing occu- 
pied and tormented us, when a confused murmur 
spread through the camp, that the whole •of 
France was agitated ; that the towns of Nantes 
and Caen had been destroyed, and that Paris, 
where, during nearly twenty ydlu^, the fate of 
Europe had been decided, was also in a state of 
commotion, which made us tremble for the fate 
of our beloved country ! We were informed that 
certain men, known for their love of democracy, 
had conceived the project of spreading a false 
report of the death of Napoleon, and the entire 
destruction of his army ; and that profiting by the 
grief and consternation which this news would 
occasion, it was their intention to overthrow the 
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existing authorities, and to erect a government 
which would be subservient to their views. If 
this design had been conceived by honest and pa- 
triotic men, who, emulous to render themselves 
illustrious by the deliverance of their country, 
sought only to throw dff the yoke that they might 
preserve the French people from the disgracfe of 
hereafter owing their freedom to those whom they 
c.alled their enemies, such a project would have 
been truly heroic. But, instead of an enterprise 
so noble, we were told that the conspirators 
wished to deliver us from despotism, that they 
might plunge us into the horrors of anarchy. 
Far from wishing success to such a conspiracj% 
we rejoiced when we were afterwards informed, 
that our country was saved from the fury of .the 
different factions, for the political perfidy of our 
oppressor had caused the fate of the people to 
depend solely on his safety. By his monstrous 
Machiavelism, France was at war with the whole 
human race, that the preservation of France 
might be connected with that of his own person. 

As we lay under some wretched thatch, and 
indulged in many a melancholy reflection, M^e 
were suddenly roused by an unexpected cry of 
" Rise, rise; they pillage the magazines/' 
Springing immediately on our feet, and seizing 
a sack, a paniiier, or a bottle, we exclaimed to 
jpach other^ as we rushed but, " I will go to the 
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'' flour magazine, you go to the magazine of 
" brandy ; let the servants run to the place where 
^* the meat, the biscuit, the pease, are kept/* In 
an instant the rooin was empty. After a con- 
siderable interval our friends returned and in- 
formed us, that the soldiers, dying with hunger, 
and no longer able to await the dilatory distribu- 
tion of the provisions, had overpowered the 
guard, forced the gates of the magazines, and 
begun to pillage them. Some came back with 
their clothes covered with flour, and even pierced 
with the bayonet, bearing on their shoulders 
sacks of flour, which they had taken by force 
from the soldiers who were dividing it. Others 
entered, harassed with fatigue, and deposited on 
the table agreatj>annier of biscuit, or what was 
better, an enormous leg of beef. An hour after, 
the servants followed them bringing rke, pease, 
and brandy. At the unexpected view of such 
abundance our hearts once more expanded. One 
laughed with joy as he kneaded his bread ; an- 
other sung as he cooked his meat ; but most of 
them, eagerly seizing the brandy, quickly caused 
the wildest gaiety to succeed to the most distress- 
ing sadness. 

Although the weather was beautifully clear, 
the air was so exceedingly piercing, that it froze 
us as we passed the streets. At every step were 
seen the dead bodies of the soldiers stretched on 
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the snow, who, harassed by fatigue, had perished 
of cold as they were searching for a place of re^ 
pose, • All these disasters, and especially our 
stay at Smolensko, remind me of the death of 
Colonel Battaglia, commandant of the guard of 
honour of Italy. At this epoch, that corps wai 
completely annihilated, and, ere I quit the fatal 
walls of Smolensko, I will succinctly recount its 
history. 

It was composed of 3ronng men selected from 
the first families in Italy, and whose parents 
allowed them a pension of twelve hundred francs 
when they entered the corps. • It was an' honour 
to be admitted into the regiment, as its very 
name testified. It was not rare to find amoh^ 
these young men the most brilliant talents united 
to the most afiluent fortune. Many of them were 
the only sons of illustrious families. To th^ 
titles which they derived fr<to their ancestors, 
they added a well-cultivated understanding, and 
every quality which promised ultimately to fomk 
the most distinguished military characters'. lA 
this school were educated the best informed and 
the most excellent officers of the Italian army. 
They acquired experience m submitting to thft 
rules of their corps, which, while it gave them 
the rank of sub-lieutenants, obliged them to per- 
form the service of private soldiers. 

This corps conducted itself well on every oe* 
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casion, and was remarkable for its fine .appeaf^ 
ance and strict discipline, but it suffered morel 
than any other by the privations attendant pn dis- 
astrous retreat,. The guards of honour, unused 
to shoe their horses, or to mend their garments 
or their boots, were obliged to submit to these 
degradations, when the artificers and servants 
attached to their regiments were no more. 0av- 
ing lost all their horses, and wearing enormous 
and heavy boots, they were unable long to sup- 
port the fatigue of our continual marches. Con- 
founded with the stragglers, they remained in 
the rear, without food and without lodging. In 
this manner the descendants of the noblest fa- 
milies, and bom to the happiest destinies, pe- 
rished far more miserably than the common 
soldiers ; for their education and their habits ill- 
disposed them to submit to the menial offices by 
which others gained a scanty morsel, and pro- 
longed a wretched life. Some of them were seen 
wrapped in the tattered fragments of their cloaks ; 
otheHS, mounted on sorry cognias*, suddenly 
fainted from weakness and want, and fell to rise 
no more. Out of the 350 of which they were 
originally composed, all except eight perished in 

.1 1 - ■_■:.•'• • ■ • * . • 

* Cognia, in the Pblfsh language, signifies a lidrse ; aftd, at& 
the horses of Russia are verj small, they distiuguii^hed ours bj 
tl^e name of Cogn^. 
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the most deplorable manner. They had however 
this consolation, that they possessed the esteem 
of the Prince^ who formed them at first, and who 
now sighed over the calamities which the fatal 
circnmstances of the campaign would not permit 
him to alleviate. 

V The night had been undisturbed, but in the 
morning (November 14th) we heard the report of 
cannon every five minutes. The Viceroy com- 
prehending that it was a signal of distress from 
General Broussier, immediately mounted his 
horse, accompanied by his aides-db-camp Gif-* 
flenga, Bataille, Tascher, and Labedoy^re. The 
officers of artillery Delfante, Cornee, and Sanoi, 
likewise followed him. These officers proved, 
in this melancholy retreat, that their souls were 
nobly tempered, and that overwhelmed with ac- 
cumulated difficulties, they thought only of the 
glory of surmounting them. 

As soon as he. arrived on the heights of Smo-* 
lensko, he put himself at the head of the Italian 
guard. The cold was so intense that thirty-two 
grenadiers were frozen to death in the ranks. In 
the meantime General Broussier was forced to 
evacuate the village in which he had been in- 
trenched, having been engaged with the Russians 
since the break of day. He put to the sword : the 
detachments of the enemy which opposed his re- 
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treat, and by dint of bravery rejoined the Vice^ 
roy, who adranced to his assistance. 

Wishing to favour the entry of tb« feeble rera^J 
nant of our baggage into Smolensko, the Prince 
ordered the second brigade to afttack b, Ruissi^i 
battery that cannonaded the bridge dyer which 
flie waggotis were obliged to pass. General Hey- 
ligers immediately drew out two field-piecet^ and 
ai howitzer, while fif^ of our soldiers ascended 
the heights to turn the enemy's light ar^llery; 
but as soon As the Russians perceived this move- 
^ment, they ^treated at fall speed. Our cwiToy 
then cleared the defile,- croi!»ed the bridge, and 
continued its route, under the very eyes of the 
eossa^ks, who, bdng tfien few in number, seeifted 
to be posted rather to escort, than to plunder our 

baggage. 

(Ncrvember 14),- The Emperor, who was at 
Smolensko when we arrived there, received eveiy 
day disastrous news &t his armies. That which 
most affected him^ was Hie defeat of General 
Baraguay IVHillierB, sent on the roM of Kaluga 
lirith General Augereau, tof oppose Gouiit Orloff 
Denisoff, who tl^eatened to cut off the *retreat*of 
emr amiy.^ Thes^ g^i^rals having fresh troops 
with them occupied the villages of Vazvinoi 
Liakhovo, ai^ Dolghoinost^. Although General 
Augereaa was intrenehed in hla position, he could 
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not maiDtain it more than one hour, with only 
three thousand infantry, when attacked by 5000 
cavalry. Count Baraguay d'Hilliers who was 
three leagues in the rear, fearful of being sur- 
rounded, was now compelled to fall back on Smo- 
lensko, bringing with him all his cannon and 
baggage. He was perfectly convinced, that with 
only two or three thousand men, he could not 
resist the |ttack of the Russian army, which 
coming frdm Kaluga was taking a position betweea 
Stnolenstfb and Krasnoe*. At a loss how to 
repair so many disgraces, Napoleon, on that day, 
and for the first time, held a grand council, -at 
^wl||ch all the generals of division and marshals . 
of the empire assisted « As soon as the. 
council was broken up, he burned part of his 
equipage, and immediately departed in his car- 
riage, accompanied by his chasseurs, and by the , 
Polish lancers of the guard. It was reported at 



* The result of this ttofortunate expedition, and til the ci^ ' 
lamities which followed it, have been attributed to General BaF»* 
guay d^Hilliers, but^ is easy to eonceive that a few feeble bat« A 
talions could not successfully oppose an entire army. All iai«- 
^partial persons plainly saw, that Napoleon, soured by misfor- 
tune, wished to throw the blame of his own imprudence on a 
general of well-known skill, and whose spirit was so noble tliat 
he died of grief at being calumniated for a measure by which be ^ 
neither compromised the honour nor the lives of his brethren in 
armai ' 

Z ^ 
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the cloee of the council, that we "wtrt to march ^ 
to-morrow with the first corps, and that the third . 
was to remain behind to blow up tb^ fortifica- 
tions of the town, and to form qur rear-guard^ 
The same day the Viceroy was long closeted with 
General Guilleminot, and we awaited with anxiety 
tte result of all these conferences, 

. (November 15). The order was given to con- 
tmue our march, but at a very late hour, owing, 
to the. delay occasioned by the dilatoi^ distribu- 
tion of the whole contents of the magazii^s. The 
Russian women, whose sufl'erings only added to 
our misfortunes, were left at Smolenskp. . Dread- 
ful situation ! since these unfortunate ,bei^g;s wdl 
knew that the remains of the city would be sacked, 
the houses delivered to the flames, and the churches ^ 
undermined. We soon however h^ard that the^ 
Hetman Platoff, enteringf unexpectedly into the 
town, had prevented our rearrguard, from exe- 
cuting the inhuman order. 

Marching from Smolensko, a spectacle the 
most horrible wias presented to otir view. We 
saw under the ramparts an immense quantity of 
^artillery, once the trophies of oA victories, but 
what we were now obliged tq. abandon to the 
cqciny, ,yrona ..that ppiut jtiJl . we arrived, at . the 
wretched, ruined hamlet of^ Loubna, at the dis- 
t«ice of about three leagues, the road wks en- 
tirely covered with cannon arid'ammunitiou-wagr: 
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gbns, whidi they had scarcely time to spike^ or 
t6 blow up. Whole teams of cattle, sinking 
nndet their labours, fell together. The carcasses 
of the horses covered and blocked up the way. 
More than 30,000 of them perished in a few days ♦. 
AH the defiles which the carriages could not pass, 
were filled with ihiiskets, helmets, and breiast-- 
plates. Trunks' broken open^ portmanteaus tofn 
to pieces, aiid garments of every kind, were scat- 
tered over the valley. At every^^ distance, we met 
with trees at the foot of which the soldiers had 
attempted io light a fire, but the poor wretches 
had perished ere they could accomplish their ob- 
ject. We saw them stretched arodnd the' green 
branches which they had vainly' endeavoured to 
kindle ; and so numerous vrere the bodies, that' 
they would have obstructed thie irdid^ had not ihd ' 
soldiers been often employed in throxi^ing them 
into the ditches and the ruts. 

' These horrors, far from exciting our sensibilit3% 
only hardened our hearts. Our cruelty, which 
could no more' be exeroised on the^ enemy, was- 
extended to bur companions. The best friends 
no longer recognised each other. Whoever di».' 
covered the least sickness, if he had, not good" 
horses and faithful servants, was sure never to 
tfee his country again. Every one preferred to 



* 39th Bttlktin. 
z2 
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save the plunder of Moscow^ rather thaij the life cPf . 
his comrade. On all sides we heard the groans oi 
the dying, and the lamentable cries of those whom 
we had abandoned. But all were deaf to their 
supplications, or, if any one approached those 
who were on the point of expiring, it was ta 
plunder, not to assist them; it was to search 
II hether they had ^ny remains of food, and not to . 
aiSbrd them relief. 

Being arrived at Loubna, we were able to save, 
only two miserable barn^from destruction, one for 
the Viceroy, and. the other for his staff. We had 
scarcely established ourselves there, when we 
heard a loud cannonade in our. front. As the 
noise appeared to come from our right, some 
thought that it was an engagement wi^i the ninth 
corps, which, not having been able to relieve 
Witepsk, was obliged to retreat before a superior 
force; but they who were best acquainted with 
the country, believed that it was the Emperor and 
his guard, who had been attacked before his ar- . 
rival at Krasnoe, by IVl^lloradowitch and Count 
Orloff Denisoff *, who coming from Elma, had 
cut off the retreat of our army, during our stay 
atSmolensko. 

We can scarcely^ imagine a picture more de- ; 



* These gcncmh commanded: the •dvapced-^iiftrd c^th« 
of Kutusoff: 
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• plorable than tlie bivbuack of the Staff Twenty- 
one officersr, confounded with as many servants, 
' had crept together round a little fire, under an 
'execrable cart-house scarcely covered. Kehind 
'them were the horses ranged in a circle, fliat 
'they might be some defence a^inst the 
wind, whiA 'blew/ with great violence. The 
smoke was so thick that we could scarcely see the 
figures of those who , were* close to th^ fire, and 
who were employed in blowing, the coals on which 
they cooked their fo<>i The rest, wrapped in their 
pelissies or their cloaks, lay one upon another, as 
some protection from the cold ; nor did they stir, 
except to abuse those who trod upon them as they 
; passed, or to rail at the horses, which fiiriously 
plunged whenever a spark fell upon them. 

(November 16th). We recommenced our march 
'before the dawn of day, and the. road Mas a^^ip 
covered with the wrecks of our baggage and^ ar- 
tillery. The horses could no longer dfaw, and 
we were obliged to abandon our cannon at the 
foot of the slightest hill. The only duty which 
BOW remained to tte artiUerj^-men, was to scatter 
the powder of the cartridges, and to spike the 
pieces, lest the enemy should turn them against 
us. We were reduced to this extremity when, at 
the distance of two hours' march from Krasnoe, 
the General Poitevin and Guy on, who were in 
Ihe van-guard, saw a Russian officer coming to- 
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v^^rds ihem^ ioUwm^ hy a trnvfi^jteir who ai^-^ 
nouaced thata herald jvas ^vanciog. Surprise 
at an appearance po un^xp^ted. General Quyan 
halM, and, pem^ittic^ the offioer to apprQ;ac]^, 
d^ihajnuded whenc^ he canij?, and iv^at /yi^as tht 
ob|fectofhis mi$pipn. " I comer' said he, from 
", C^eralMillpradowit^lj^ to tell {jroju, thiat yester- 
"! day we beat Napoleon and Ae ugperia) guard ; 
/* and that to-d$Ly the Viceroy is surrounded by an 
f ^iny of twenty thousand men. He cannot e§- 
" ci^ipe us, and if he will surrender^ we will offl^r 
"him honqurabje terms." ,Tp t^is General 
Guyon replied with indignation, ** Return quickly 
*^ ^hehce you came, jind annoii^nce to tho3e who 
" sent you, that if you have t^erenty thousand meij, 
'^' we have here four times twenty thousand.^ 
pThese words, uttered with 9. confident air, so coii» 
ipunded thp herald> that he immediately returned 
to tfie camp of the enemy. 

'^\ While this wa? gpin^ on, the Viceroy arrived, 
a|id listened to the intelligence with mingled sur- 
prii^e and in^ignatibp. Although his corps was 
so dreadfully weakened, an4 he probably had 
some knowledge of the serious affair which had 
taken place on thfe (j^y :before, between the ad- 
vanced-guard of Kutusbfi, and the imperial 
guard, yet, reflecting on the boasting manner in 
which this had been related, he conceived the 
hope, that by forcing a passage he might shortly 
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Rejoin fhe EihpeYor, He w£s!^etvise ^ri^Jyde- 

-ttrmined to fall honotini% iti tliei fiM^taiMer 

ithan accept of conditions ittcbmpatibre'wfih'his 

fatne. He immediately ordered tKe wrect *o^ the 

'fourteenth division to front the ein^my, carryiW 

with them the only two pieces of cannon* wlil(3i 

remained.' * - 

That division now cbnsistfed of scarcelj^ a thou- 
sand armed men, and had, since the bfeak of d^y, 
marched on ihe left*of our route, to keep in ch^ck 
the cbssacks, who continually harassed oSr 
ffanks. He then called for General GiiiHerainot, 
anid conferred with him for a long time. The r^- 
suit of th^il* conference was, that it was alsolutely 
iidc^i^ry to farce our way through the enemy. Iti 
'die ixieantime our troops bad marched ofa, and t6\e 
f&iiskiails gave way as we advanced. They retreatefl 
t& the very foot of the hill on which thiey had been 
iehcamped, when suddenly unmasking their bai- 
tei4ej8, they directed them on our squares. T^eir 
cavalry soon aftfer descendiag from their positiotf, 
galloped over tHe pla5n to'chiarge us. The brdVe 
SSthy though harassed with fatigue, having mo'^ 
of their men wounded, fend being scarcely able to 
keep th6 field, rctceived the enemy witb that un- 
dftunted courage i^ich so eminently distinguished 
Ibe French seildieh It is necessary to have seeii 
oiircrtfel i^i^atioh *o render full justice to their 
^heroic contfttct; 
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General Oreano admnced across tbe fire of 
the enemy,, with the remains of tbe thirteenth di- 
yisiqn, to siiccour the troops of the fourteenth 
w^ichwere ^o. cruelly engaged, when a cannon- 
ball passed so near him that he fell from his 
'horse. The soldiers thought tj^at he was dead, 
and ran forward to plunder him, when they per- 
ceived that he was only stunned by the violence 
of the fall. The Prince then sent his aide-de- 
camp. Colonel Del^amti, to endeavour to reani- 
mate the troops. That brave officer, rushing 
forward amidst a shower of balls and grape-«bot, 
encouraged his soldiers by his eichortations aqdby 
his example ; when, receiving two dangerous 
wounds, he was coiii{»elled to retire, from the rai)|^. 
A surgeon having applied a slight dressing,, he 
returned with difficulty from the field of battle. Oii 
his, way he met Monsieur de yiHehlancbe, who, 
in the capacity of auditor of the council of state, 
ha^d quitted the town of Smolensko, of which he 
V.as the intendant, with General Charpentier, 
who was the governor. Unfortunately be had 
obtained leave of the Viceroy to accompany bim. 
This graerous young: man, perceiving Colonel 
Pelfanti wounded, and leaninjer on au officer, 
listened to the dictates of ^s. sensibility and 
offered him his arm also. As aU .three were 
slowly retiring fironi the fields a cannon-ball 
struck the colonel between the isho^Iders, and 
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carriei;ofiV liie head d£ffto biwe Viii^lafitl&k 
Tfaus^ perabed two yoimg fMir, irfady > in dtffereiit 
jprofessionSi hall emiiiea%kliBpl*ayqd tbitv taletfte 
aiid tbetir c^m9ge. Thft first fel!^4 tictinivto bis 
briiv«fy» tbeoti^ teMs bHihanity. Tbe Prince, 
y (l^^ly afpejcted by ' » libia ubha^py ' catastropbe, 
^^heiv^d tb&i'^gard wbictbbei felt fer the memoryof 
Colonel p^tfaaatii, byftaacitofibe^etoleikjetoWffiEdB 
:the ^utb^ of <:bis befsg; asid be : would ba?re 

Jb[\9iK^rif¥li^p6^^ ei^t^hnd noti&nrdBted the 

v^jp^Cfe f f .biaiiuaj^AigfHWPsev* . :-The-2^ flfetf .whom 

Cplojae).Del£io2i b44 ^^tntmdeiS) advauoed to 

support tfaf;, sq^i^r^^pf ;tb9.d5^b« but h«vii^ lust 

their chief, some of th^|a>i}|ri^]¥: op in.&oiit, and 

.Qlhers.ia th^ Te£^ :^ tbe;.sf|iiAre^ The/enemy's 

: cavalry prp^tin^ by tbiasCiNodTiiSiimf ineikewtd the 

<^harge, ^d ^^aptyA"^ c^^ t^o last-pieeM of 

cannqii,: of, ^hii^h fvie had '»Mrfe . but ffew dis- 

cbarges through waut of ^itimuhitiou. General 

^Hey^igers attempted/ to rally the feeble vceck of 

our trog^ps, wh^u hevec&evtA three sabrer-wouads 

imbiBheatdt aud^attbe moment that two Rosaiaii 

riflemen inhere aJ^Ht to run him throii^h with 

their bayoqets, a horseman came up who per- 

.ceiiBfiug tfa^tJ^ waa a general, eeiated him; by the 

.colbir^ andr4^1ISe;®d bhn away a prisoner. 

... Many officers of ^istingui^ed merit perished on 

tttat bloody ^f. Wet particularly regretted Major 
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HQid die ai<le^-ciiBq» J^Momeige, mh6K\lS9^aalis^ 
weue only equalled bg. 1m .greife actmty. Tlifc 
^^nooiade yet ibutimied, and camted dt8U^titi(ih 
thimt^bAlI our Tanks; ^ The i«id. of^banle wiis 
co^entd with il|ie dead atid Jhd ^ng. \Greett 
ftunibeisc of. tiie trouaded abaiid^uiXf^ their Tegi- 
.^ramtstoc^ reftrge^n^Hie t^eat, ai^d I liet'eetded Ite 
xnxmd ai straggkt«. ; ^S'he firings* wlii©h had 
proved bo ^SaM to oimp dmt raittk^, (g^tie&ded^ i1» ra- 
nriagpes' to. :lhie raaav of Jdur 'tain^; ^fttete- lA* dii- 
mmunted offic«]^ #ere^d)Mlioh«4/ The Cliptaiti^ 
rBordoni^and MkiCiiti i^risti^d th^re. Tbty coil- 
stituted u part of «fae sMkll camber of the Iteli^ 
Jguardsocfhoyet^urriVed. ■ 
r: The Vicoroy; m&\t^ ^he iobstiiiacfy wflrti wM 
rtfae tinenupi ^^ii(»it0[l > oiir pa&is%^V h)^ ^ i^kiifUI 
imoTemeiit, piietended to r^ifiew the* eHgagemerit 
ou our left, by rdliyltlg aftd r^ubitTng^Utti^t re- 
mained of the fourteiftiith division ; i^, ^fh9e thk 
''enaiiy conceirtratftd llie greliter.pat*! of Ma for^ 
on tiiis funnt to siil^ouiid' sMkiit ^fPjtl^e^ 
ftrdops^ lije Prince tookadTaritagc^ bf^he ^ofeeitf 
-day to Me off to the right ^kh* the ¥6y*l gtaarS, 
-irl|ioh had not been engagedv C^elotiel KlhUi 
^^ve a a Ticiniatkable proi^f tof {trelie^e ^t oiihd ih 
that march. He wa«( faStiiliar- t^ifli^^ R^ti^iifh 
/lahguagse, and mai^ehed in the^ ttt!i^ti»«P6f'"^the 
jcolumb, Tihen be was ^tLddenl/^.-stofJpJSfrf^bjr^li 
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^cout of fi^ -^nainy, whot cried in Russian, 
/^ Who goes, tb^e ?" That; intrepid officer/ not 
a|: aH co^baurraiused by arrenqontre so unfor- 
tuiiatef a4vanc^ towards tbe sentinel, and said 
to him in his own language, ''Hold y<mr 
^' tongue, scoundid ; don't, you see that -we 
.^' belong to th^ corps of Ounvffow^ andt)uttwe 
«' are gou^ op ft secrejt fiSipe^UQfk V At tl^ese 
ivords the soldier ^as silent, and suffered us t^ 
pass uoder the protectioii of the njght, without 
giTing the aLwq. . . 

The whole Mfny tb94 escaped, tbe yigrlance of 
|he eoemy, vitb thie expeption of the fifteenth 
diyisipn, which (brpiing the rear-guard was placed 
under th$ command of General Triaire, with 
4>rders to iqawh as soon aa the Prince had 
effected his maipio^uvv?. .labile thja di?ision 
rested on its aiTua, it beheld. with^(gnef tlie de- 
Mnictipp which spread, amopg.the stragglers who 
xrere left ^n tbe rear. T^iiese unh^tppy brings 
likewise waited for night to continue their route ; 
bi^t when I^^ssed by fatigue, they found them- 
fielves i^arm find comfortable round a blazing fire, 
m^ny of theaa would not proceed until the return 
of day. Thus they perished» the victims (^ their 
own apathy. The fifteenth division soon filed 
^ff in the utmost ^lence, regarding those whom 
they left behind as the destined prey of Ihe cos? 
sacks. 
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• It was Necessary *o pass the enemy during^ a 
mgki which, instead of protecting tis by its ob- 
tsewrity, suddenly presented a beantiful un- 
•elouded moon. Thci snow, covering the surface 
of the ground, rendered oiir march nororeconspf- 
cnoHS ; and^ it was nt)t without terror that we saw 
^niselves flsmked by clouds of cdssacks, who 
continoally appma^ihed -close to us, as if to re- 
«onrioitre, and then returned to the* squadrons 
(rem which, they ha;d been detached. We ofte» 
thouglit that they were about to charge us, but 
<jrenerdVTriaire,' halting hid column, presented a 
4ront so imposing that ^hey did not dare to attac^ 
us. At length, in spite of the ravines, and the 
mountains of snow that ^bstrueted our passage, 
we reached the great road, aad half an hour 
aflerwards, effected a junction ^ith the young 
^ttard, which wasr encamped near a river half a 
iea^^ from krashoe« There we foiind the Era- 
fieror,' and there consequently oiir- fears were 
idissipafed. 

Recounting to the soldiers of the guard the 
combat which we had sustained, they informed 
us, that fhey likewise ha* been obliged to cut 
their way tlirofigti the enemy* Napoleon was ex- 
posed to the most imminent danger in this eng^e* 
ment4 and was indebted for his safefty to the 
bravery of his troops. We were told that the 
band of the guard, rejoining him, after having 
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been :separated from hiw ia die ke«tt-of die b^Ie^^ 
immediately struck up the air, " Where caa we- 
^^ be happier, than in the l;>QSom of our famil3/* 
But as this might have a double. meaning in the 
micHt of frozen deserts, he uwdierstood it it^ 
tt^e wor^t sense, and said tp the musicians in 
a rough tone of voice, " Yoii had . much better 
play, ' Let U9 awake, and taaye , the ei;npisr;e/ '* 

The staff of the Empei^, hi^.g^ard, theycavi^ry, 
and the fourth corps forming: a Jjanx:tion in this 
little town, so completely ^led it, that it was 
scarcely possible to mjQve. Tbfi stineets were, 
thronged with soldiers lyii^ round, ftheir ^Bres, 
which they could only keetp npby demolishiiag 
th^ houses ibaiX were built witb woo4». and burning , 
the doors and, wiiado^-frames of the others: 

The Vipferpy was well received at the quarters., 
of the Emperor, in spite of the^ ill-humour which he , 
felt in consequence pf the late disgraces, to which . 
he 4iad be<sn unaqcus^tomed. He highly approved, 
of the stratagem that had bejen employed to 4^. 
ceive the enemy* The Prince remaining all night , 
in conference, his duite encamped in tlie struts, , 
until Napolepn and the Viceroy, placing them- 
selves at the head of the gusurd, marched on the 
position which the Russians occupied, to succour 
the first, third, and fifth corps*, who were in the 



♦ The Poles imi been united to the third corps after Prince 
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same perilous situation in which we had been 
placed On the preceding' evening. 

A new engagement commenced. iThe action 
^'as obstinate and bloody, and it was only.lrfr the 
bravery and skill' of the Prince of Ecknriifhl that 
the troops under his command were saved from 
absolute destruction. The Duke of Elchilgen, 
forming the rear-guard, found the enemy* so nu- 
merous that he was unable to rejoin lis; The 
Emperor hesitatfed to quit Krasnde, hoping that 
he migfet arrive, but the efteiny rapidly advancing, 
compelled us to evacuatef our position. He often 
halted to listen whether the report of cknnon an^ 
liouncedthe Approach of out' rear-guatd. All his 
cares were fruitless, and he was obliged to abandon 
with regret a marshy of France, who- far fft>m ac«- 
cepting Ihe proposition)^ of the eaetny, threw him- 
self on the other side of the Dhiepet witb the 
remnabt of his troopi^,^ and bravdy contended 
with the superior forces which pressed upon him, 
and surrounded hiin. TK^ Hiissians believing* 
that his escape was impossible, redoubled their' 
efforts to make him capitirtate. - . 

All these reverses, ihcrfeased rather than dimi- 

Poniatowski^ tnuch tnjuned by ci ftH ftem hU h<»ise{ btdibeesr 
ecHnpeUeid to nesign %he c<«^man4« ,T^^ ^^ corps, uiiit<>d 
underthe orders of the Duke of Elchingen (Nej^) scarcely nuQi- 
bered 3000 men under arms^ but they hacl with thew more than 
4000'sick, wounded,' or Stragglers* 
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usb^' oiiii Utat. Katusoff asMlMilldnedomtch, 
less surprised at the immense losses which we. 
sQSlaiiied, than at otar unshaken: cenrage and per- 
aeqrerance, eandidly^acknowjkdged to the. officers : 
whom th^ made prisoners, that they owed their 
success to the elemtiuts alone, asud waimiy ap* 
plauded die iieroisipiDf olur generals^ who, reduced ^ 
to the most cruel extremities^ always rejected with : 
dignity the :siiiHm<ftses;#ii:fa>ttey dared to s^^ 
to them. 

ftiieuty^6,ve pseeei tofvcaonon,<lu^l many thou<* 
sands of prasoners^ were; ihe &uite. whidi the Hus* 
sians Kapdl flscoiiifinu: tiu battles, in which . 

1t^ had nothteg^tQ appdseagainsta complete army, 
bnt sonie miaerableaddieiB, l^urassed by continual 
murcii^s, ahdxwho^ daring aore than a month, ^ 
hlbd been withoiui Ibod,^ Without ammunitioQ, aori i 
wjthi»i|$ artillei^; 

- To> rawmfid the bravery of. the Russian imperial * 
guard, who'^Iqid;>dist^Eiguifidied theuiselves in tbese :. 
different engagementfi, Prince Kutusoffpeimitted 
them^to caEcty all the trophies of victory from the * 
field of battle^to their camp^ Am^^iig these, was 
the batcm of the Marsbsd Prince of Eckmuhl*. 
Bot 4haf bat^n^ used by our marshals on days o€ 
caremahy. atone, addad^no glory, to the. enemy, fm 

■ il l I I II I i^ l» 1 ^ O II I I I l^ n m II ■ ■ *Wf ■ t > f I. »i | I >« > ■ " ■ . ■ ' . ' _ ' . '' ! ' ' ' " " 
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they found it in a bag-gagte^wa^goo tldait bad bdeii 
abandoned. 

The Russians have dirided our netreat into : 
three princit>al epochs, which, besides the coa^* > 
stant increase Of our mirfortupes, have each a 
peculiar character. The first ended at the battle 
of Krasnoe, the secosid at the rpassage of tbe Be- 
resina, and the third at the Niemen. 
, At the conclusion. of ;the fir^ period, to whidb 
\^e are now arrived, they had already taken forty 
thousand men, twenty^-seven^generais,* five fadn- 
dred pieces of eannooi, Aiirty«one standards^ and 
beside our own itnmeiise baggage, all tite plunder 
* of Moscowi, that we had not destroyed* If te aU*" 
these: disasters, we yel add f«rty thouaasid more 
dead. of fatigue, or fimdne, ior killed in thedifierrait 
battles,, we shall fiad that/otir army was reduced 
to thirty thousand, including the impisrial guaM, 
of whom not more than eight thousand com- 
batants survived. The. twealy-five pieces, of ar* 
tillery which the guards .had preserved ceuM not 
be reckoned, since it was uncertain whether, they 
would not be obliged to abandon them on the mor- 
row. Our cavalry was almost extinct. This is 
the exact statement of the losses wbidb we had 
sustained at the end of one mmith'il marclr. From 
this we formed mournful presages ofwhat we were 
yet-to endure, since we were scarcely hali&way to 
the Niemen, and had three rivers to croas^ and two 
mounta^is to climb. 
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THE BBRESmA. 

Tttfi dreadful disasters which we had Endured 
in our retreat from Moscow to Krasnoe, led us 
to conclude that our misfoftunes must have 
reached their utmost height, and that happier 
events would succeed. In fact, the noble position 
of Orcha being guarded by General Jomini, we 
Were assured that We should pass the Dnieper 
without opposition, and effect a Junction with the 
corps of General Dombrowski, and the Dukes 
of Reggio and Belluno ; moreover, we were 
approaching the line of our magazines, and we 
should soon enter on an inhabited and fiiendly 
country. In fine. Prince Kutusoff, wishing to 
concert his plan of attack with the army of MoU 
davia which was ready to join him, ceased to 
harass us, and reserved for the Beresina the great 
results which the battle of Krasnoe had promised 
him. 

AH these advantages, on which it was said that 
▲ ▲ 
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we might build the sure3t hopes, imposed on th^ 
soldiers only for a. short time. They who were best 
acquainted with the state of afiaii*s soon dissipated 
our illusiohs, by circulating the report that Ad- 
miral Tschikakoflf, coming fronpi the Danube, had 
repulsed the troops that opposed his passage near 
Varsovia; that the Austrians had suffered him 
to take Minsk ; and that by seizing the bridge of 
Borisov, on the' Beresina, the admiral intended to 
form a junction with Generals Wittgenstein aiid 
Stengel. These generals being no longer held in 
check by the twelfth and sixteenth corps since 
the battle of Polotsk, had gone, the one on Vileika 
to attack the Bavarians, and the other towards 
Tschacimiki to place itself in communication 
with the army of Moldavia. On this junction de* 
fended the fate of the French army, and it was tQ 
prevent the most dreadful, and the most memo* 
rable of all defeats, that Napoleon advanced bj 
forced marches on the Beresina. 

(November 17th). As soon as the Prince of 
Eckmuhl had joined, us, and the Duke of El- 
chingen had thrown himself on the other side of 
the Dnieper, we left Krasnoe, about eleven o'clock 
in the morning, and marche4 towards LiadpnL 
During the short repose that, we had takjan at 
Krasnoe, the cossacks had passed by that city^ and 
now, ranged in colunins, followed us along the 
foad. We made a false attack to keep them. in 
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check, and to give our baggage, and the convoys 
of the 'wounded, time to pursue their route, but 
the Rui^sians perceiying that the miserable wreck 
of our baggage wa» stopped, and in great dis- 
order from the difficulty which the horses found 
in clearing the valley which separated the town 
from a little hill, refused the combat, and rushing 
upon a part of the train, plundered it without 
resistance* We there lost the baggage-^waggon 
of the staff) which contained the register of cor- 
respondence, and all the plans, charts,' and me- 
moirs, relative to the campaign. As the enemy 
continually advanced, and briskly cannonaded 
us, the Emperor placed himself in the middle of 
a square formed by his guards ; the cavalry was. 
on our'fiianks, while the wreck of the first corps, 
with the voltigeurs and fusileers, commanded by 
the Duke of Treviso, formed the rear^guard. 
Napoleon, unwilling to abandon the Duke of 
Efchingen, frequently halted, and at every halt 
was compelled to sustain the most murderous 
attacks. In all these affairs the soldiers of the 
young guard cBsplliyed an admirable courage, 
and cheerfully Enduring every species of suffer- 
ing, emulated the glory of the old giiard. 

Night began to overtake us, as we entered 
Liadom.'' Above a little river, which we were to 
cross previous to our arrival at Liadoui, was a 
ioity hill, the side of which was so slippery as to 

AA 2 
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render the descent not a little dangerous. Tfe 
town offered a new aspect to us, for there we first 
saw inhabitants. Although tbey were J^s, we 
forgot the filthiness 6{ that vena) people, and by 
force of entreaty, or rather by force of money, we 
made them find considerable resources in a town 
that at first appeared to be ruined. That avariccy 
which was the object of our supreme contempt m 
the Jews, was here advantageous to us, because it 
made them brave every danger to procure us 
what we demanded. 

As Liadoui formed part of Lithuania, we 
diought that it would have been respected, be- 
cause it belonged to ancient Poland. We de* 
parted before daybreak on the following moming 
(November 19), when, to our great astonishment, 
we were as usual liglited by the fire of the houses. 
That conflagration produced one of the most 
distressing scenes of our whole retreat, and my 
pen would refuse to recount it, if the recital of 
our misfortunes had not for its object, and its 
moral, to render odious that fatal ambition, which 
forced. the most civilized people to become barba- 
rians in war. 

Amongst tbe buildings which were burning. 
Were three vast bariis filled with soldiers, most 
of whom were wounded. They could not. escape 
from the two which were behiBd, without pasmig* 
through the one that was in front; and that was 
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enveloped in flames. The most active saved 
themselves hy leaping out of the windows ; but 
the sick and the wounded, being unable to move, 
saw, with horrible consternation, the flames 
rapidly advancing to devour them. Moved by 
the shrieks with which these unhappy beings rent 
the air, some, whose hearts were less hardened 
than others, attempted to save them. Vain effort! 
Before we could reach them, they were more 
than half buried under the burning rafters.—^ 
Eagerly did they cry to their comrades through 
the whirlwinds of fire, to shorten their sufferings 
by immediately depriving them of life. It became 
the painful duty of humanity to comply with their 
entreaties. " Fire upon us, fire upon us, at the 
*' head, at the head ; do not hesitate," were the 
cries which proceeded from every part of the 
building, nor did they cease, till every wretched 
victim was consumed. 

The cavalry was totally dismounted, and Napo- 
leon wanting an escort, all the officers who had 
been able to preserve a horse, were formed into 
four companies of 150 men each. Generals De- 
france, Saint^Germain, Sebastiani, &c. acted as 
captains, and. the colonels constituted the sub- 
officers. This squadron, to which the name of 
sacred was given, was commanded by General 
Grouchy, under the orders of the King of Naples. 
Their doty was never to lose sight of the Empe* 
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for. But these horses, which had hitharto re^ 
sisted the rigour of. the climate, haviog been 
better taken care of than those of the soldiers, 
perished as soon as they were made to bear their 
j^are of fatigue and prirations ; and at the end 
of a few days the sacred squadron was no more. 

The enemy continued to follow us at the dis* 
tence of two or three musket-shots, while the poor 
remains of the army, having no longer the means 
of defence, continued their march in the ex- 
tremest disorder. They were incessantly ha^ 
raised by the cossacks, who at every defile, fell 
upon the rear of our column, plundered our bag* 
gage, and compelled us to abandon our artillery, 
which the horses could ^o Ipnger draw. Napo* 
leon had hitherto travelled in a chariot almost 
hermetically closed, and filled with furs. He 
wore a pelisse and a bonnet of sable furs, which 
prevented him from feeling the severest cold; 
but after we quitted Krasnoe, he often proceeded 
on foot, followed by his stafi*, and saw, without 
emotion, the miserable wrecks of an aripy once so 
powerful, file before him. Yet his, presence 
never excited a single murmur ; on the contrary, 
it reanimated the most timid, who forgot all their 
sufierings and all their fears at sight of the Em^ 
peror. 

We quickly entered into Doubrowna. Th^t 
town was in a better state of preservation than 
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may. thmugh wkicb me had .passed in otir jpiiriM^ 
from Moscow. It had a Pblonese «iil>^efee4f^ 
and a coramandant oi the tewn. The hifaabiiacita 
were principally Jews, who procured hs a little 
flour, brandy, and iftetheglin. They also ex- 
changed the paper-money ^f the soldiers for cash. 
In fine, astonished at the confidence ^f these 
Israelites, and the faone&ty of our- soldiers, -who 
paid for every thing which they took-, we thought 
plenty was about to revisit us> and that our 
misfortunes were near their close. cVet we were 
struggling under accumulated evils. ^^ Bread f 
^' bffead!** was the incessant cry of' the feeble 
remaina of bur once powerful army. HChe fol- 
lowers of the camp of every kind saiTered greatly; 
particularly the commissaries and stor^eepers^ 
who had been little accustomed to piivatiojiSi— - 
But none were more to be pitied than the* physi- 
cians, and especially the surgeons^ who, withmit 
hope of advancement, exposed . themselves like 
the conmion soldiers, by dressing the wounded 
on the field of battle. While we were at Bou^ 
browna, 1 saw a young surgeon near a houi^ 
which the soldiers surrounded 4n crowds,' because 
it was reported that provisions were to be pro^ 
cured there. He was plunged in the pro- 
foundest griefs and, with an eager and an anxious 
countenance, was violently endeavouring to f&rce 
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his way into the place. But when he was again 
and again driven back by the crowd, he exhi- 
bited the wildest despair. I ventured to inquire 
the cause, " Ah, captain !" said he, '' I am A 
" lost man. For two days I have baa no food, 
*- and ascertaining that they sold bread in this 
*' house, I gave the sentinel six francs to suffer 
^' me to enter. But while the bread was yet in 
^' the oven, the Jew would not promise to supply 
^* me, unless I gave him a louis in advance. I 
*' consented, but when I came back the sentinel 
^* was changed, and I was cruelly repulsed from 
^^ the doqr. Ah, Sir !" continued he, *^ I am in- 
^^ deed unfortunate; I have lost all the money 
^^ that I had in the world, and am unable to pro^ 
'^ cure a morsel of bread, though I have not tasted 
*' any for more than a month/' 

On the day that we arrived at Doubrowna, 
Napoleon had marched a great part of the way on 
foot^ During that march the enemy did not ap-* 
pear, he could therefore easily convince himself 
to what a miserable state his army was reduced, 
and how much he had been deceived by the false 
reports which some genemls had made, who 
knowing how dangerous it was to confess the 
truth, did not dare to acquaint him with the real 
state of things, lest they should incur his displea- 
sure, As he h^id often experienced the wonderful 
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effiscis of his discourse on the soldiers, he once 
more mingled among th^o^ and addressing himself 
migrily to the officers, and familiarly and jestingly 
lo the soldiers, he endeavoured to inspire the one 
with fear^ ^d the others with courage. But the 
time of enthusiasm was passed, when one word 
from him would have produced miracles* His 
tyranny had oppressed atid debased us, and^ 
stifling within us every generous feeling, had de- 
prived him of the only means of reanimating our 
drooping spirits. Napoleon was most affected at 
seeing his old guard equally dispirited and de- 
spairing* Preserving an unruffled countenance, 
though he w^ exceedingly agitated, he assembled 
ft party of these veterans before he quitted Dou- 
browna, and placing himself in their centre, re- 
cojD^mended the officers to maintain strict disci- 
pline, r^Bminding them that they had always been 
Jhe pride of his army, and that to their bravery 
be had often been indebted for the most splendid 
victories. But sentiments like these were out !df 
season, and the nian, who destitute of virtue 
aspired to the character of a hero, now tdo plainly 
found, tjii^t the grandest projects were followed 
by no glory, when they had not some laudable 
object, and when their execution was beyond the 
scope of human ability. 

(November 19th). Half an hour after we 
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<IHtlted'D<nibrowiia, we passed a rery wide and 
deep ravine through whieb flowed a eonsideraiMe 
river. Theoppositebank completely commanded 
that' at which we had arrived. On seeing this 
important position, we thanked Heaven thiat the 
Russians had not seized upon it to oppose our 
passage, and diis gave us reason to hope that the 
tiUage of Orcha was not occnpied by than. In 
hct^ some troops latdy arrived from France 
maintained themselves there, and we effected^ 
junction with them, at two oVlock in the after* 
noon, without being harassed by the cossaeks. 
This was a new instance of good fortune, for m 
the disorder in which we then were, it would have 
4>een impossible for us to have forced either of 
these i^ong positions. 

These troops had conistructed two bridges over 
the Dnieper, and as every one rushed on to pas* 
first, the crowd was immense, yet fortunately no 
accident oeeured. Napoleon arrived at Orch4 
sodn aft^ us, and in an instant the houses, which 
were built of wood, were occupied by the dif- 
ferent staffs and by a crowd of soldiers who 
forcibly took possession of them. The Jews im- 
mediately procured us trifling refreshmftnts, but 
the number of purchasers was so great that all 
Was soon consumed. 
'^Th6 more I examined the position of Orcha, 
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the ^eafer was my astoBishmentthat <iie Rmsh 
vwans bad not taken posaefision of it. Thq town 
is built OB the Jight bank of the Dni^pw* whioh 
ftses cofi^derably higher than the left Maay 
^fojectioiis appear frboi the' bank in the form of 
aitnral bastlMi^ and perfectly cotninand the 
passage* The river jSows inunediately benealhi 
aiid is about one thousand two huQdi*ed feet wide» 
and of imnkense depth. The most forviid^le 
army could not pass it without being expo^ to 
entire ruin* While we halted upon these heights^ 
we heard many discharges of musketry, ^md 
idbortly afterwards, we saw those who had been 
left on the other side retiring with the greatest 
precipitation, and crying as they approached us« 
^^ The Cossacks, the coss^eks!"' In foQt, they 
soon a{)peared, hot in numbers so small, that we 
should have been indignant, if those who fled 
before them had not been wretched stragglers^ 
without arms, and mostly wounded. 

(November 20th). On the following day we 
were unmolested, except that we occasionally 
teard some discharges of musketiy directed 
against the cossacks ; but accustomed to see them 
advance upon us, and immediately betake Ihem- 
selves to flight when faced by the regular troops, 
their presence gave us no uneasiness. We were 
thus permitted to taste undisturbed the sweets of 
one day's repose, and some provisions were 
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distributed amongst us, which General Jiwiini^ 
governor of Orcha, had preserved for4be poMtnge 
of the army. They proved the more acceptably 
to us, as we had received no rations of bread 
since our retreat from Smolensko, the magazines 
of Krasnoe having been pillaged by Uie cossacka 
before we arrived ♦. 

The Poles were so little aware of the deplarable 
state to which the power of Napoleon was re* 
dueed, that a deputation of the province of Mo* 
hilow came to Orcha, the day on which we ar« 
rived there, to compliment him on his return. 
But his present situiation formed so striking a 
contrast with the haughtiness which he had as* 
sumed during his march to Moscow, that he 
could not resolve to admit the deputies. Willing 
to spare himself an audience so painful, he dis- 
missed them politely, renewing the assurance 
that they might always depend on his protection. 

The day had been tranquil ; but in the night 
our joy was exireme at bearing that the Duke of 
Elchingen (Ney) had arrived. Since the dis« 
astrous day of Krasnoe, he had been obliged to 
abandon the road that we pursued, mid seek a 

* I ought to ofaeenre, that only the Boldien who were present 
at the roUoall, received any distribution, and they did not form 
a fifth part of the army; and there were only three distributions 
in the space of two months, nainely» at Smolensko^ at Orcha, 
tod at Kowno, * •' 
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«8fer I'etreat on the other side of the Dnieper, and 
had been engaged, with the enemy during three 
vhole days. In that retreat he had recourse to 
every manoeuvre that the most extraordinary 
courage and talents could effect. Passing over 
an unknown country, he marched with his troops 
drawn up in the form of a square^ and constantly 
repelled with success the attacks of six thousand 
Cossacks who every moment charged furiously 
upon him, to compel him to surrender. This 
heroic resistance completed hjs brilliant reputa* 
tion, and proved that he was no less skilful in 
warding off the adverse blows of fortune, than 
in profiting by her favours. His valour was se-^ 
eonded by the generous movement of the Prince 
Viceroy, who proceeded by forced marches to sue- 
cour him, and whose assistance effected his de* 
liverance*. 

(November 21st)., We marched from Orcha at 
the moment that they began to set it on fire. As 
we climbed the mountain to recover the grand 

* Thig retreat was one of the most beautiful operations of the 
campaign. Wlien he pasted the Dnieper, it is said that all bis 
txoops were in despair, and every oHe considered himself lost. 
His staff eagerly sought to receive his orders. . To their great 
surprise he was found couched beneath a ridge of snow, and at- 
tentively examining a chart. The calmness of their chief, in cir- 
cumstances of so much danger, immediately dissipated thcir- 
£eaT», and inspir^ them with confidence and hope. 
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i*oad, we heard a considerable firing of musketry^ 
It proceeded from the soldiers of the first corps, 
who had been left in the town to form the rear- 
guard, and who were already engi^ed with the 
Cossacks* 

During our stay at Orcha, Napoleon, foresee- 
ing that he should soon be placed in a most cri-' 
tlcal situation, made erery effort to rally hi? 
troops. He caused it to be proclaimed by sound* 
of trumpet, and by three colonels, tlmt every sol- 
dier who did not immediately rejoin his regiment 
sdiould be punished with death ; and that every 
officer or general who abandoned his post should 
be dismissed. But when we regained ,the great 
road, we perceived what little effect this measure* 
had produced. All was in the most frightful cen-* 
fusion, and in contempt of this severe proclama- 
tion, the soldiers, naked and without arms, con- 
tinued to march in the same disorder. 

We encamped at a sorry village on our right, 
where two or three habitations remained, at the 
distance of an hour's march from Kokanovo. The 
village of Kokanovo, which we passed, on the fol- 
lowing day, was entirely ruined ; the post-liouse, 
which had been inhabited by the staff, alone re- 
mained. We were continuing our march along a 
road which the thaw had rendered horribly dirty, 
when we received orders not to push forward to 
Tolotschin^ where Napoleon had fixed his quar- 
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^TB, but to halt at a gveat chaimu half a leajgue 
distant. To deceive the enemy. Napoleon seldom 
slept at the place which he ha4 announced in the 
morning. He was often obliged to encamp upon 
the road, and to sleep in the middle of the square 
formed by his guards. Hunger and cold so 
weakened the soldiers in these bivouacks, thai 
Ihs escort every day diminished in a frightful 
manner* 

The road of Orcha, as far as Tolotschin, is 
undoubtedly one of the best in Europe, It forma 
a perfectly straight line, and is bordered on each 
side by a double row of birch-trees, the branches 
of which, laden with snow and ice, hung down 
to the ground like the weeping willow. But these 
majestic avenues excited in us no admiration* 
They witnessed only our tears and our despair* 
On every side we heard only groans and lamen^ 
tations. Some, feeling that they could proceed 
no further, laid themselves on the groilnd, and 
with tears in their eyes, gave us their papers and 
their money to be conveyed to their families. 
^* Ah ! if more fortunate than we," they ex- 
claimed, "you are permitted to revisit our dear 
** country, give our parents this last pledge of 
** our love. Tell them that the hope of seeing 
** them again alone sustained us till this day ; and 
*' that at length, compelled to renounce this 
^^ pleasing expectation, we di^d thiQkipg of th^m^ 
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^' and bleising them. Adieu, God bless yon i 
" When, on your return to our beloved France^ 
*^ you rejoice in your good fortune, sometime» 
** think of our unhappy fate/* A little further 
on we met others, who, holding in their arnui 
their famished children or their wive&y implored 
one morsel of bread to preserve their lives. 

In the meantime. Napoleon was informed that 
the army of Wolhynia, joined to that of Molda- 
via^ had marched on Minsk (Nov. 16th), and that 
it had seized on the bridge of Borisov, to cut us 
Qff from the passage of the Beresina. It is re- 
ported that when he heard this fatal news, he 
calmly said, '' It is then decided, that we must 
*' play the fool." Very extraordinary words, in a 
position so critical*. He also knew, that the 
army of Wittgenstein, reinforced by the division 
of Stengel, sharply pressed the twelfth and six- 
teenth corps, that it might be enabled to march on 
the Borisov, and form a junction with Admiral 
Tschikakoff and Prince Kutusoff. To oppose 
the execution of a plan which would complete our 
ruin. Napoleon ordered General Dombrowski to 
xaise the siege of Bobruisk, and advance to Minsk, 

* The greater part of the corrections and additons made in 
the 9th book, are taken from a pamphlet, eqtitled, <* An im^ 
** partial Relation of the Passage of the Beresina,'* by an ano- 
nymous author. He has thrown great light on the open).6Qns of 
Ibe three grand Ruanan anyiies. 
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which we had 60 much interest iii pteserring.. 
But the &ulty di^oaitions of the governor of 
thut city, caused it to sunrfiuder before any wc^ 
CQur could arriTe; Ga^eral Dombrpwaki theii 
marched o|ion Borisov, where be found the re-t 
mnvffM of the gsorrison of Minsk. He established 
himself at the head of thB bridg^^ but (Nov. %lst) 
after a bloody engagement witib ^ diyisipB «| 
Laqgeiron and Lambert, he was compelled to 
aband^ his pardon and retire on lVeinQoijliS9« 
The Jkike of Reggio, who was at Tschiir^m 
proceeded incmiediately to the suceour of General 
Dombrowski, and endeaTouved to secure for tho 
army the passage qi the Bere^na* On the foL 
lowing 4ay (Nov. ^h) he met the dimion of the 
Rttssiatt CStmeral LambePt, behind Kefuonitsat 
commanded by General PaUen*. He attacked 
and beat it. At the same time General Berkheim 
made a brilliant charge with the fouiith regiment 
of chasseurs, aad f<med the enemy te retreat tQ 
the ether bank of ^ rivt^, «fter hiring lest two 
thousand men, Bi:^ cannon, aad a quantity of 
baggage. 

The army of Moldavia having destii^ed iii its 
flight the great bridge of Borispv, defended all the 



* Genfir^ Lambert bad giveiy up the comma];Ld ; h^yin^ been 
wounded in the combat in which his division carried ^ head of 
ttw bndge of Borogow, 
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right bank of the Beresina, and occupied, viiih 
four divisions, commanded by Generals Langeron, 
Lambert, Wainow, and Tschs^litz, the principal 
points where we could possibly attempt to pass it. 
During the 25th, Napoleon manoeuyred to deceive 
the vigilance of the enemy, and, by stratagem, 
obtained possession of the village of Weselowo, 
placed on an eminence that commanded the river 
which we wished to pass. There, in the pre- 
sence of the Russians, and notwithstanding their 
utmost opposition, he constructed two bridges, of 
which the Duke of Reggio (Oudinot) profited^ to 
cross the Beresina with the sixth division ; and 
attacking the troops which opposed his passage 
commanded by General Tschaplitz, he put tliem 
tQ flight, and pursued them, without intermission, 
to the head of the bridge of Borisdv, Generals 
Legrand and Dombrowski, officers of distin-* 
guished merit, were wounded in this affair. Nar 
poleon was thus assured that tlie admiral alone 
wa3 on the right baak, smd that the army of Witt- 
genstein had not yet effected, a junction with him. 
The Duke of Belluno (Victor) who since th? 
affair of Smoliani, in which he took 300 prisoners, 
had kept the corps of Wittgenstein in check, 
having received orders to follow the movements 
of the Duke of Reggio, was pursued in his retreat 
by the Russian army of the Dwina. In this retro- 
grade march he directed his coui^e tfajrojigh 
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Tsch^&'a and Kholopenitschi, and arriving at 
Ratoulitschi, rejoined the wrepk of the army re- 
tnrning from Moscow. Wittgenstein instead of 
continuing to pursue him, proceeded from Kho« 
lopenitschi to Baraju, while Prince KutusoflF re- 
mained some days at Lanniki, and did not arrive 
at Kopys on the Dneiper Until the 23rd. General 
Millorado witch who commanded the vanguard 
had not yet passed Kokanovo, about five days 
march from us. During all these operations, 
which took place between the 23d and 27th of 
November, we marched almost without interrup- 
tion, traversing many villages, among which we 
could only learn the names of Bohr, Natscha, and 
Nemonitsa, where fatigue compelled us to halt. 
The days were so short, that although we made 
but little progress, we were obliged to mar<:h 
duntag part of the night. It was from this cause 
that so many unhappy wretches wandered from 
their regiments, and were lost. Arriving very 
late at the encampments, 'where all the corps 
were confounded together, they could not distin* 
guish or learn the situation of the regiment to 
which they belonged. After having marched the 
w^ole day, they were often compelled to wander 
about «11 the night to find their officers, and 
rarely were they sufficiently fortunate to accomr 
pli&Ai their object ; they then laid themselves down 
Hoidtept ignorant of the hour of march, androni 

B B 2 . 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



372 steEsiKA* 

awaking, found tfaemselves in llheipoMftr 6f the 
enemy. 

As we passed die Borisov, we saw the divisioii 
of Parthonneaux forming the rear*guafd of the 
ninth corps. It had left Colonel Landeroisin witit 
bne battalion, on the banks of the Skha, to bum 
the bridge and ^e mills wiiich were established 
on that river. This division made a grand ma- 
noeuvre with its artillery, to induce the Russian* 
to believe, that they intended to fence the passage 
of the Beresina; but we suddenly quitted the 
^eat road that led to the bridge occupied by the 
Russians, and turned to the right to proceed to 
Studeianca, where we found Napoleon. The 
other froops of the ninth coi^ps, commanded by 
the Duke of BeUuno, anrived likewise by fte 
tome road. 

The twelfth and ninth corps, a[nd the Potes» 
eomknanded'by Gen^d Dombrowski, not hariiig 
l>e€ii iA Af o<soow, liad so much baggage that from 
SorisoV to Studztanca the road was covered widi 
carriagies and waggons. The reinforcements 
^hich these tro*ps brought us wore Tery aece^t^ 
^Ue, yet we almost doubted ^iiedier the Junctkm 
of so many men^ fii the centre of a vi(M desert^ 
tniglk not increase mir tafilsfeortuiiei* .Always 
-marching iii <iie inidet of .a conftised fma€» of 
iitr^ggters, with ^e da visions of 4lieeor|Ni^4fa^ 
BtAsie of BeUuHO, we wove two boom afty»itrt i» 
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arrested in our progress by a crowd so great, that 
unable to penetrate, we were compelled to inarch 
round it,. In the midst of this multitude were 
some paltry bams on the summit of a little hilL 
Seeing some chasseurs of the imperial guard en** 
jeamped around it, we judged that Napoleon was 
there, and that we were approaching the borders 
of the Beresina. In fact, it was the very spot 
where Charles XIL crossed that river on his march 
to Moscow*. 

What a frightful picture did this multitude of 
men present, overwhelmed with misfortunes of 
^very kind, and hemmed in by a moraw; that 
very miiUitude whici), two months before, had 
exultingly spread itself over half the sur&ce of a 
v8Mit empire j Our soldiers, pale, emaciated, 
^yiog with hunger and cold, having nothing to 
defend thesi kom the inclemency of the season 
Jhut tittered pelissep, a^ sheep-skins half bumt^ 
and uttering the most mournful laisentations, 
croifdfd the thanks of this mjtfortunate liver^ 
Creimans, Polandiffii, ItaliaM, Spani^rdf, Cro^tfi^ 
Portuguese, and Frencht were all mingled toge^ 
tber, disputing an4 qus^rr^Vwg with ^ach other, 
|n,tbeirdiflreiientlapguw^«-^»»Hy, th«o(Si5ers 
m^ ey^n thie geo^pls, wrapped »pelis^ef covered 
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"Tilth dirt and filth, mingling with the soldierd, 
and abusing those who pressed upon them, or 
braved their authority, formed a scene of strange 
confusion: of which no painter could trace the 
faintest resemblance. 

They, whom fatigue, or ignorance of the im- 
pending danger rendered less eager to cross the 
river, were endeavouring to kindle a fire, and 
repose their wearied limbs. We had too fre- 
quently occasion to observe in these encampments 
to what a degree of brutality excess of misery 
would debase human nature. In one place we 
saw several of the soldiers fighting for a morsel of 
bread. If a stranger, pierced with the cold, en- 
deavoured to approach a fire, those to whom it 
belonged inhumanly drove him away; or if tor- 
mented with raging thirst, any one asked for a 
single drop of water from another who carried a 
full supply, the refusal was accompanied by the 
vilest abuse. We often he^rd those whd had once 
been friends, and whose education had been 
liberal, bitterly disputing with each other for a 
little straw, or a piece of hore-flesh, which they 
were attempting to divide. This campaign was 
therefore the more terrible, as it brutalized the 
character, and stained us with vices to which we 
had before been strangers. Even those who once 
were honest, humane, and generous, became set 
fish, avaricious, dishonest, and cmeli 
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^ The preparations which had beeh made at 
Borisov, under pretence of reconstructing the 
great bridge, had considerably dimimshed the 
- number of the enemy's troops opposite Weselowr. 
' In addition to this, Kutusoff having received Mse 
' information of the point at which we should pass 
the Beresina, had announced to Tochikagow thait 
we should attempt it below Borisov*, Napoleon 
(Nov. 27) profiting by these circumstances, and 
especially by the arrival of the Duke of Belluno 
at Weselowo, placed himself at the head of his 
.guard, about two o'clock in the afternoon, to pe- 
. netrate through the immense crowd which pressed 
. towards the river. The army likewise passed, 
but very slowly, on account of the continual re- 
pairs which the bridge required. 

The Viceroy, whp had passed the whole day 
widi the Emperor, announced to his staff, that 
what remained of the fourth corps should pass the 
bridge at eight o'clock at night. Although not a 
, moment should have been lost in escaping from 
a place so dangerous, many could npt prevail on 
themselves to leave the fire round which they 
were sitting. " It is much better," said they. 



♦ See " Impartial Relation of the Passage of the Beresina," 
It has been said, that Kutusoff communicated this false intetti* 
gence to revenge himself on Tschikagow» who, by his intrigues 
had sijiperseded him in the cpouimud of the anny of die Danube^ 
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^' iA pass tiie lii^t ota.tbiii side of the river ti^aii 
^* OH the other, T^^faere there is nothing btt 
^^ nlftrifaes ; )i>eski48| the bridge i» as mii<^ en*; 
^ cikmbered m ever) end by waitiag till to-mor- 
^^ h)W^ the crowd will have lessened, aiid tlfe 
'^ paetoagt will be easy/' Thi» anfortunate ad* 
^' vice pne vailed oii too many, and at an hour 
ap^omted, otily the household of tb^^ Priiac^ and 
a few ef the officers of tbe atttflT t^rossed l^e river* 
It wiis indeed ^vetiessary io knoi^ all the danger 
that xiymid baVe atif^nd^ ottr stay on the left side 
df fihe 'rif^t, to iUfd^Kte ua to paab tp the other. 
Thfe Vicetoy and tii2» wdte, arrivittg wl tbe rigfa^ 
bia^, encatdpied on a marshy fMiecei of ^romid, 
ft&A iend^v^Med to And tsut the places wbkii 
were mp3t frozen, to pan the qeii^ on them, and 
fsseape Ihe bogb. The datkniesii w«s horrible^ 
and the wind trenlendeiiis, blowing a tkidc shower 
^ice and enow fidl in onr feces. Many of the 
officers, pierced w^th tbe goM, did not eeaoe lini- 
ning, and walking. Hind fftifiktn|p tbe»r Ibet, diiriflg 
Che whole iiig^t, to preserve themselves from 
lieiiig completely frozen. To ceimfriete pur aaiS: 
foitunes, wood \ms so scavc^ that we could wiAh 
difficulty supply one little fire to the Viceroy; 
and to obtain some fire-brands, we were obliged 
to appeal to the Bavarian soldiers, the daughter 
of whose king had been united in marriage to 
.Prince Eugene. 
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(NoteftilMsr 2S). NapokOn being gone t0w«rdi 
Ze«ib]4i, left behind him this immense crowds 
which) j^Utiding on the other side of the Beresina^ 
prasfetited a iively, but fHghtful picture of the 
unhappy ghosts who are said to wander on the 
bankd of the Styx^ and pi'ewi tumultuowly to^ 
iprard^ Die fallal bark. The snow fell i<rith vio^ 
lence ; the hills and forests presented nothing but 
Mtitt wlttle JndisiUntt OKURies, scarcely visible 
thrmigii the fog. We could only see distinctly 
the fktet ritreis whicfa^ half froaen, forced its way 
tfaatougfa the iist that impeded its progress. 

AltlKMigh there weve tiro bridges, one for ths 
tiarriages, «t}d the otiber for the foot-soldiers, yet 
Hheerowd was so great, and the a|^roacfaesso 
dangerous, that the way was completely obstructed 
mear the Berestua) and it was absolutely impose 
fnble to move* About eight o'clock in the mora^ 
ing, the bridge for the carriages and the ^atralry 
htiA^ down \ the b*ggage and artillery then ad- 
vanced towards the other biidge, and attempted 
to force a passage. Now began a fiigfatful coni* 
^iOkm between the <bot*«oldiet« and the hpi-se^ 
tnen. Many perished by the hands of thetr conn* 
indeS) a great number were suffocated at the 
head of the bridge ; and the dead bodies of men 
and horses, so choked every avenue* that it was 
necessary to climb over mountains of carcasses to 
arrive at the river« Some» who were buried in 
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these horrible heaps, still breathed, and struggling 
with the agonies of death, caught hold of those 
who mounted oyer them ; but these inhumanly 
kicked them with yiolence,, to disengage them- 
selvesy and remorselessly trod them under foot* 
During this coatentiout the multitude which 
followed, Itke a furious wave, swept away, while 
it increased the number of yictims* 

The Duke c^ Bellttno j(Victor) remaining on 
the left bank, took a position on the heights of 
Wcselowo,. with the two. divisions of Girard and 
Daendels, to cover the passage, and amidst the 
ing*btful confosioii which prevailed, to defend it 
against ihe corps of WittgensteijB, whose advanced 
trcK^s had appeared in the evening. In the meai>- 
f ime, Geheral Parthonneaux, after havii^ repulsed 
the attacks of Platow and Tschikagow, left Bo^ 
fis0v at .three o^clock in ^be afternoon with the 
thiisd brigade, to oppose the Russians who ad- 
TanMd in columns. Being informed that he should 
have tooorilend. with superior forces, he recalled 
^Aeiirst and second brigades which liad remained 
at Bbrisov, .commanded by GeQ^r.als Blamont, 
andLecamus. Having amyed at Staroi^Borisov, 
instead of taking thet road to Weselowo it pursued 
Aat which led to Studeatzy*^ This mistake car* 

* la the 29th buHiftin Weselowo is called Studentzy, or Stud* 
xieiikav The proxixmfy ef Itoe villag«6 caiised them t(> be eo^^ 
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iried the division into the very centre of Wittgen- 
stein's army. Though this corps consisted of 
only 3090 men, it endeavoured to cut its way 
through, and maintained the combat for more 
than four hours during the night. Generals Bla- 
mont and Delaitre were now wounded. In the 
midst of the snow, and with a dreadful tempest 
beating upon them, our troops formed themselves 
into a square, and remained motionless during 
the rest of the night, with nothing to eat, and 
unwilling to make a fire, lest it should discover 
their position. 

In this miserable situation they remained till 
the morrow, when perceiving that they were sur- 
rounded by the whole of Wittgenstein's . army, 
consisting of about 45,000 men) and that resist- 
ance would now be useless, they surrendered at 
discretion. They were reduced to 1200 men, 
and two squadrons; so much had the horrors of 
famine, the severity of the cold, and the fire of 
the enemy, thinned Uieir ranks/ Yet in their 
misfortunes, they proved Aemselves to be French 
soldiers, and knew how to find occasion to i» 
crease their glory, even in their very defeat. 



' femided with. «aeh other, or rather the name of StuHzianka wo 
preferred l^ecause it was eontidemMy koger than Wesdowo, 
which wet ft mere haodet, fonned by aoTne.miawaMehaoMu 
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Bofiiov h^ng evacuated, the three Rtasiap 
anliieai effected their jutvetion, and the same day 
(Nercmber 28th)* about eight o'clock in the 
nonifng, the Duke of Bdiluiio (Victor) was at- 
tacked on the left bank by Wittgenstein, at the 
nme time that the Duke of Rc^gio (Oudinot) 
was engaged with Tschikagow on the right, who 
4discoTering duit he had been wrimgly infc^med, 
reumled all his forces, and rushed upon u^, at a 
little distance from the Inridges of WeselowQ. 
Every soldier, who had before been wandering i^ 
confusion, fell into the ranks. The battle wa/s 
obstinately fought, and th^ Duke of Reggio could 
«nly obtain tbe Tietory at the price of his own 
blood. He was wounded at the beginning of the 
Jictioti; and compelled to quit tbe field- The 
command then derolved on tbe Duke of JSlchii^ 
gen {firy), who yielded vi^ bis corps to the Duke 
ofTrwriso, 

The Duke of Elchingen, havii^ rallied the 

troops, the batHe recominenced with new fiu^* 

ThediYfeiflii of cuiraasiers, cmwimnded by G€h 

-nerai Dounerc^, made a very brillmit charge. 



* That divigjon • wliidi he&ue helongH to the Cfitpa i>{ G&asal 
Groochy, was afterwards joined to that of the Duke of Reggio, 
mad rcnwrned on te Dwtita. Had h pTDC^idBd to Mbaeov.it 
'mmM nat have iadla singk oiibassitf iniMQted ^fteif ib» F«^ 

c^e«£4liej 
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incl at the same moment tke legion of th^ Vistula 
was engaged ia tke woods, endeaFouritig to force 
the enemy's oentre. These braiv cuirassiei^ (the 
4th, 7tli, and 14th, Kgiments), ahhougii enfeeble4 
by fatigneand pdvattoas of evay kind, performed 
pi^odigies of ifalooir. They {riemed. the enemy's 
aquso^s, took sererai pieces of oanncm, and three 
or four thousand prisoners, irhidi our weedmess 
^ould not permit us to retain; Ibr in our croei 
sitnation we'lbugiit not for victory, but only for 
life, and tlte Jmnmut of our<iri»ik 

In the mestttime. the ^Bemy? notwithstanding 
the valour of our soldisn^ :aiidlfae esertions of 
their qoBiniaiaders, briddy pressed the ninth corps 
in^hidt fptm^ ike rear.-gnard« We aiceady iic»nt 
the foar 4iC theoannqp, aad ^e sound dismayed 
«mry heart. fMensiUy it approached^ and sre 
soon «aw the .fiee of llie enemy's artillery on the 
aammit of tke ndj/gbbmriag' kills, and Ti'e n» 
longer donliSed that the <engag€mesit would soon 
i»tend to that spot «rhich was covomd with thou- 
aahds of ^ananaied men, mck aaU wwmded, and 
vUk all iMrMbneik ssxA children. 

Hhe poaitkih ivrkidi die Duke of Belluno (Vic- 
tor) ooeupied, to oppose ike pW)gTess of Wittgen- 
^efn, was very disadvantageous. Although his 
Tigiit was defended ^y the rivet*, he^iould not ei^- 
tmd kis leflto-a wood wkiob skouldkave oovemd 
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it. He placed a brigade of cavalry c^miiianded 
by Count Fourn^ to prev^it hinuBelf fnm being' 
tarned on the side of the \i^ood« That ifttr^d 
general made two brilUant chargts^ which re- 
pulsed the corps of Wittgratrtein, while a battery 
of the guard protected the right wing. The heroic 
Talour of these taroops, and the brayery of Generals 
Girard, Damas, and Fournier, who though 
wounded would not qmtthe field of battle, long 
rendered the rietory undecided; but at length 
courage was forced to yield to numbers, and the 
9th corps, overwhelmed by accumulated forces, 
was compelled to abandon its position. 

In the heat of the aigagement, many balls flew 
over the miiaierable crowd which waa yet pressing 
across the bridge of the Beresina. S<mie shells 
burst in the midst of them. Terror, and despair 
then took possession of every heart. The women 
and children, who had escaped «o many disastersi 
seemed to haye beai preserved, only to suffer 
here a death still more deplorable. \f e saw them 
rushing from the baggage-waggons, and falling 
in agonies and tears at the feet of the first soldier 
they met, imploring his assistance to enable them 
to reach the other sid«. The sick and the 
wounded, sitting on the trunks of trees, or sup- 
ported by their crutches, anxiously looked around 
for some friend to help them* But their cries 
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wiere lost in/the air, , Ne one ^ha4 leisure to at* 
teod to his dearest friead. His own {Nreservation 
absorbed every thought. 

Monsieur de Labarriere, the Ruister^^m^er of 
the fourth corps, was a man^ of respectable cha« 
racter amd eugfi^ng macpers« His advauped 
age, aud more especially, bis feeble cpiistitution» 
had long r rendered him unable to mafch, imd he 
was now lying with mwy others on an open 
sledge. He accidentally perceived an officer of 
bis aequj^tanee, and although he was scarcely 
able ^to stfuid, he ran to him, threw himself in his 
Mrms, and im{4ored his protection. The officer 
n^as severely wounded, but, too generpus to refuse 
bis feeble h^lp, he jM*omised that he ^ would not 
leave him. These two friends, closely embracing 
each other, slowly proceeded to^wards the bridge, 
animated J)y the consoling thought, that at lea$t 
they would be permitted tp die together* They 
entered the crowd; Imt, feeble and helpless, they 
were unahle to sustain the intolerable pressure, 
and were seen no more. 

A;woman was likewise marching with the equi« 
j)age.of Napoleon, whom her husband had left a 
little way behind, while he went forward to en- 
deavour to find a place where they might safely 
jp^aas. ' During that time a shell burst near the 
unfortunate female. The crowd that was around 
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her immecliatdy took to flight. ISbe aihmt n^ 
mained. But the enemy mob advancing, caused 
the troops to retreat suddenly towardsthe bridge, 
and in their eonfiised matah, they hurried the 
poor woman with them, who strpve m vain to 
return to the place wliere her husband had lefl^ 
her. Buffeted by the tumultuous waves, she saw 
herself driven from the spot, without the possi* 
bility of return. We heayd her from afar, loudly 
calling to her husband, but her pieveing voice 
was unattended to, amidst the noise of aniM^ and 
and the cries of the combatants. Ailtogtli, palo 
and speechless, she beat her breast in ^g<my, and 
fell lifeless at the feet <»f the soldiers, who, atton^ 
tire to their own escape, neither saw nm* heard 
her. 

At length the Russians, continuity reinforced 
by fresh troops, advanced in a mass, and 4atwt 
before them the Polonese corps of General 6i- 
rard, which tijl then had held them in check. At 
the sight of the enemy, thbse who h^d not already 
passed mingled with the Polanders, and rushed 
precipitately towards the bridg-e. The artillery, 
the baggage-waggons, the cavalry, and the foot- 
soldiers, all prfes^ed on, contehding which should 
P^ss the first. The strongest threw into Ac river 
those who were weaker, and unfortunately hin- 
dered their passage^ or unfeelingly trampled und^ 
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feot all t!ie sick whom thejr found in &eir way. 
Mimy hundreds were crushed to death by the 
wheels of the cannon& Others, hoping to sare 
themsdves by swimming, were frozen in the 
middle of the river, or perished by placing them* 
selves on pieces of ice, which sunk to the bottom. 
Thousands and thousands of victims, driven to 
despair, threw themselves headlong into the Bere- 
sina, and wer6 lost in the waves. Another was 
seen hemmed in by the ice in the middle of the 
river. Being able neither to proceed nor to re« 
treat, she held her infant above the water, into 
which she was gradually sinking and uttered the 
most piercing cries for assistance *• 

The division of Girard forcibly made its way 
through all the obstacles that retarded its march ; 
and, dUmbing over the mountain of dead bodies 
which obstructed the way, gained the other side. 
Thither the Russians would soon have followed 
them, if they had not hastened to bum the bridge* 

Then the unhappy beings who remained on 
the other, side of the Beresina abandoned them- 
selves to absolute despair^ Some of them at- 
tempted to pass the bridge, envdoped as it was in 
flames ; hut, arrested in the midst of their pro- 
^' ■ ■ ■ f" ■ - ■' ■■ I ■ ■'>' " 1 ■ , , • . 1 , . „ 

* See » Mbscbw btfcfire and after the buniiiig'* hy G. L. D. 
IL an eye-witness, p, 15Q« 
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gress, they were compelled to throw tiiemselved 
into (he river, to escape a death yet more horrible. 
At length *the Rosi^ians were masters of the field 
of battle, tnir troops retired, the uproar ceased, 
and a mourful sHence succeeded. 

As we inarched towards Zembin, we reascended 
the right baYik of the Beresina, whence we could 
distinctly see all that passed on the other side. 
The cold was excessive : and the wind blew in 
lotid and hoHow gusts. The obscurity of the 
night was dissipated only by the numerous fires 
of <he enemy, who occupied the heights. At the 
foot ^f these hills were our unfortunate compa- 
nions. Their destruction was now inevitable^ 
and amidst all their former tiisasters, never were 
they exposed to, nor can imagination cimeeive, 
horrors equal to those which encoiapassed them 
during that frightful night. The elements let 
loose seemed to conspire to afflict universal na- 
ture, and to chastise the ambition and the crimes 
t>f man. The conquerons and the conquered 
were alike overwhelmed nvith suilbrings. Round 
the encampitaent of the Russians, however, we saw 
enormous masfees of burning wood, but on Ae 
Bpot which beM our devoted compamons, there 
ayas^ neither Ught nor ishetteiw- La menfable -cries 
and groans aiooe masked tbeplp^^^^fCb con- 
tained these miserable victims: - t ^ ^ 
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Moire than iwentj^ ihousi^ sick end wounded 
fell into the po^i/et of the enemy » Two htindfed 
jt>iecej^ of cann6n were abandoned. All the bag- 
gage of the two corps which had joined ns was 
equally the prey of the conquerors ; yet when 
we contemplated the deplorable fate of the 
iirretched beings who were left on the other 
side of the Beresina, the consciousness of our 
safety rendered us insensible to the loss of all 
6ut riches^ They were for ever deprived of the 
hope of revisiting the land that gave them birth ; 
and were doomed to pass the sad remnant of ihdr 
flays ainidtrt the snows of Siberia, where they 
^ouW water With their tears the black bread 
Idiich would be the only wages of the most hu- 
ttiiliating servitude. 

" (November itSOk), Setting Out on the morrow^ 
for Zembin, and endeavouring to rejoin what re- 
inained of the fourth corps, we again commise- 
iBted the fate of the numerous friends who were 
bo longer with us. We eagerly embraced those 
who had returned, whom We had feared we 
should never again have beheld, and congratu- 
lated each other On surviving a day more terrible 
than the bloodiest battle. We mutually re- 
counted the dangera we had run, and the di£^ 
ficulties with which we had struggled to escape 
frith life. •* I have lost every thing,*' said one, 
cc2 
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*^ servants, horisas, baggage ; but I think apt of 
*' it ; I rather esteem myself most fortunate, that 
^^ I have preserved my life, that I have escaped 
^^ from the inclemency of the weather, the hor^ 
^^ rors of famine, and the arms of die enemy/'. 
'^ I have nothing but what I carry about me," 
said a second, ^' and of all that I bad, I only 
^' wish for some shoes to defend my feet, and 
^^ some bread to eat: these are the truest riches/' 
^^ I have lost all,''' exclaimed a third, '^ but I 
^' do not regret it, since the sacrifice of my 
'' baggage has enabled me to save my wounded 
" brother/* Such was the language which we;' 
heard, during several successive days ; and those 
who were silent, deeply mused on the dangers 
which they bad passed, and rendered, their secret 
but fervent thanks to Providence, for a preserva-^ 
tion almost miraculous *. 



♦ Admiral Tschikagow has been severely and justly censured 
for permitting tbe passage of the Beresina. The masterly u»- 
noeuwes of Wittgenstein and Katusoff had inspired the hope 
that the total defeat and captivity of the French army was un« 
avoidable, and the capture of Buonaparte himself was confidently 
anticipated. It has been said that Napoleon not only expressed 
the greatest alarm, but absolutely despaired of escape; yet the 
passage of ihe Seresina was effected ^almost without oppoaitioii^ 
Labaume well calls it ^* a preservation almost miraculous*' ' 

A caricature was circulated at St. Petersburg, in which Kiu* 
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tusoff and Wittgenstein were rqiresented a» drawing up the neck 
jof a bagy in whicii Buooaparte was enclosed, while Tschikagow 
was cutting a hxAe at the bottom, by which the caitiff escaped* 

S^ some excellent observations on this subject in the Quarterly 
Review, Jan. 1815. This number contains a masterly review of 
tt)e different publications on the Russiaii Campaign* 

TrM$hi9r^$ N9U. 
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THE NIEMEN. 

The fatal passage of the fieresina having re^ 
diic^ our corps of reserve to the same condition 
as those who had been as iar as Moscow, realized 
the fatal predictions which had long been an* 
noynced to us ; and, with the exceptioi^ of our 
chief (who^ life Providence seems to have con« 
tinued, only to deliver him to greater remorse 
and despair), all was accomplished. 

How dreadfiil was the punisl^mept of this con-: 
queror, to lose the provinces which he occupied 
with more rapidity than he bad fuvaded them; 
to have the melancholy cypres^. instead of the 
laurels of victory, and cities smolf ing wjth recent 
slaughter instead of the incense of applause; 
and finally, as the companions of bis triun^>b, 
twenty thousand disarmed soldiers, without 
linen and wit)iput stockings,, whose only sboei; 
were manufactured from their worn-out hats, 
and whose shoulders were covered with pieces 
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of sacking, and the skins of horses, newly flayed^ 
These were the deplorable remaina of fi^e hu»> 
dred thousand brave wsurriors, who» but for the 
ambition of a single maa.^ would always have 
be^en the honour of France, and the terror of their 
enemies. . The cold becoming^ more severe, in*- 
creased the disorder of our march, and produced 
ipcakmlable losses* The second and ninth corps 
followed the universal example. We could 
seareely oiuster 300Q men to form our rear-g^ard, 
of which tlie Duke of Ekbingeii (Ney) took iStm 
G€«»mand. in two or three days their numbei^ 
were so diminished, that wf frequently inquired 
for the r^ar-guard when we w^e io t^e very 
ceotre of it^ 

(Noveml^er 38). We arrived very early at the 
village of Kfimen, aiatd wer^ cQntinuing our louto 
to Plescenkovice, when Colaud, commander of 
the advanced-guard, returned, and announced to 
p» that two thfinssmd cossacks bad entered the 
city, crying ^^ Ilourr^!'' a4»d were massacreing 
every one whcHB they foimd in the streets. '^ Th^ 
*^ Duke of Raggio (Oudipot),*' said he, ^' being 
^^ < wounded last night, waa scarcely able to reach 
^ the place ; but fortunataly nwiiy officers hasten-i 
^^ ing with the detem^nation to save him, or to 
^' die at his side, excited a fe^r in the enemy that 
" we were contriving some ambusth. They re- 
^' tired to a neighbouring height, ^d cannonaded 
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" the marshars house, to make him capitulate. 
*^ As if a fatality pursued the Duke of Reggio, 
*' a cannon-ball striking on a beam, broke off a 
^^ splinter, by which he was again slightly 
*^ wounded." This officer likewise informed us, 
*^ that General Pino had likewise been there, and 
^' that Count Danthouard, on entering Plescen- 
** kovice, had scarcely time to escape to his car- 
•' riagc/* 

This news detemined us to remain at Kamen. 
^he next day (30th November) we set out before 
daybreak, and passing by Plescenkovice, found 
that the accounts which we had received on the 
preceding evening, were not exaggerated. We 
sayir ^hie house where the Duke of Reggio had 
taken up his quarters, and were surprised that 
two thousand cossacks had not ventured to carry 
off by force, a marshal who was only defended 
by twenty wounded officers^ Napoleon halted in 
this city, but the Viceroy continuing his route^ 
encamped in a deserted village near Zavichio, 
which, according to tl)e map, wait pamed Nies- 
tanovitsch. 

(December 1st). On the following dfty about 
seven in t^he morning, the Viceroy, accpmpanied 
by a few pfficers, placed himself at the head of 
pome grenadiers of the royal guard, who yet re- 
mainisd faithful tQ their colours. After a very 
longma^rch for men exh^ufited with fatigue we 
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arrived at the town of IHia. The Jews, who 
formed the majority of the population, had not 
quitted their houses, and the lore of gain in- 
duced them to bring out some provisions which 
they had intended to conceal. We paid them 
liberally, for in such a situation the poorest nou- 
rishment was preferable to gold. Without this 
assistance we should have lost the* brave and esti- 
mable Colonel Dttrieu, whose health had much 
declined, less perhaps from the deprivations to 
which he had been exposed, than the ardent zeal 
with which he fulfilled his important and labo* 
rious duties. 

(December 2d). The next day's journey to 
Molodetschino was still more fatiguing and op- 
pressive. We marched for twelve hours through 
an immense forest without halting. The cold 
was excessive, but we had this consolation^ that 
the Cossacks would no longer harass our right. 
Captain Jouard, who had been sent to Vileikft, 
to General Wrede, assured us that the Bavarians 
still maintained that important position. 

We were in a pitiable situation when we ar- 
rived at Molodetschino. Happily the houses wer6 
good, and some of the proprietors, who yet re- 
mained, procured m the means of subsistence! 
The next morning the equipages of Napoleon 
began to depart. They were scarcely out of the 
Tillage, when a multitude of cossacks presented 
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themselves, and would have plundered the little 
baggage which we had hitherto preserved, if the 
Mcoit had not hastily returned to jrfaoe itself 
under the protection of the troops, who yet re* 
tained their ftrms. The Viceroy was preparing 
Am' his departure, when it was announced to him 
Aat we were to remain at Molodetsefaino, bat 
ihat he must evacuate the chateau which he oc- 
cupied, for the use of Napoleon who would do<m 
arrive. 

We profitably employed this precious repose w 
collecting ^ith considerable difficulty a few pro- 
visions. Nevertheless many soldiers expired in 
the streets. The same desolation extended to the 
houses where the officers lodged. Some were 
exhausted with excessive fatigue, and protested 
they could go no further ; others, whose feet were 
frozen, and who had no horses, found themselves 
obliged, though full of courage, to remain in the 
hands of the Russians. The generals were epc* 
posed to the same calamities, for many oi them^ 
having lost their servants and their earriagesi 
were unable to replace them. If the slightest 
aickness attacked them In these circumstances 
tbey expired for want of assistance. Such wa» 
pur situation in Molodetschino, when Napoleon 
wrote in characters of blood the fetal 29th bul- 
letin, which made France and her allien a large 
family of mourners. 
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(DeceiBtber 4th). We quitted the viUage, but 
did not take tlia great road^whieh leada through 
Zachkevitschi directly to Smprg:ho^i. We kept 
to the left Of this route, which indeed? promised 
little safety, and pursued a bye-road which coiji. 
diH^ted us by Lebioda to Markovo. We eor 
camped f n this village with wme soldiers of th« 
first corps, while the £mpei*or and his guard 
were at Bieuitsa, about half a le«gue fi*om us* 

(December 5th}. As we proceeded towards 
Smorghoui, we crossed some marshy country^ 
which would have been absolutely impaMsble 
had it iiot been for the severity of the season. It 
Y^ therefore evident to m that these regioos are 
completely defended by their very nature, and 
t^t, independent of the rigour of winter, the 
marshes of Lithuania would have been our grave.: 
When we arrived at this little town, we did. not 
find the re^oiircea that had been promised* All 
the hons^a wf re deserted,, and the Jews, having 
Ihastily i^edi,, had deprived ns of their assistance. 
We found however some casks of biscuifa in the 
m^azines, which were immediately devoured. 

Ndpol^n, terrified by so many disasters, andi 
utiU more so by the fear of losing hi3 authority in 
I^rance, conceived the idea of abandoning these 
miserable remains of bis army» for the purpose 
Qf demanding firom his senate new levies: and, 
tortured by those s^s^icions that always pursne- 
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the dei^pot, he imagined that his allies were eager 
to dissolve the compact, which had placed them 
under his iron yoke. 

When he arrired at Smorghoni, and had ascer* 
tained thalt the road was safe as far as the Niemen, 
be determined to carry his purpose into exectf- 
tion^ and called together the chiefs of the army. 
Aftemards he had a private conference tiith the 
Viceroy. This being finished, Napoleon issued 
from his cabinet, followed by the master of the 
horse (Caulincourt), the marshal of the palace 
(Dnroc), Coupt de Lobau, and General Lefebre 
Desnouettes. As he crossed one of the halls, he 
met the King of Naples, and said to him with 
an indifferent air, '* Adieu^ King of Naples/** 
While pronouncing these words, he went out, 
accompanied by the four persons who were goings 
with him. Being seated in his carriage, he 
placed at bis side General Lefebre and Count 
Lobau. The master of the horse and the mar- 
shal of the palace entered a second carriage, 
which immediately followed on the route to 
Wilna. No address was made to the army, no- 
proclamation to the Lithuanians, to reanimate 
their dejected spirits. The one was without a 
chief, the other abandoned by him who had pro^ 
mised them every thing. 

The King of Naples took the command of the 
army, but the troops marched with so much dis^ 
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order and precJt^iti^tion, that it was only on their 
arriyal at Wilna, that they were informed of a 
departure as discouraging as it was unexpected. 
^' What/' said they among themselves, '' is it thus 
^^ that he abandons those of whom he calls him- 
*^ self the father? Where is that genius, who 
^* exhorted us to bear our sufferings patiently ? 
^^ He who lavished our blood, is he afraid to die 
*^ with us ? Will he treat us like th0 army of 
^^ Egypt, to whom, after having served him faith^^ 
'* fully, he became indifferent, and whom he 
^^ shamefully deserted in the hour of danger?" 
Such was the convei-sation of the soldiers, which 
they accompanied by the most violent execra^ 
lions. Never was indignation more just, for 
aever were men so worthy of pity. 

The presence of the Emperor had kept the 
chiefs to their duty, but when they heard of his 
departure, the greater part of them followed his 
example, and shamefully aband<med the remains 
of the r^ments with which they had been in« 
trusted, Uptil then we had found, at intervals, 
some few armed soldiers, who, conducted by their 
officers, rallied round the standard which they 
had sworn never to abandon. But when they 
were deprived of their officers, and unheard-of 
calamities had thinned their ranks, those brave 
soldiers, who were intrusted with the tmmediate 
charge of the eagles, were redact to the pain* 
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Many of them, feeling that they were expiring^ 
and knowing that the honoor of a French soldier 
4;onsi6ted in preserving his coloon, dug up the 
ground with aleeble hand, to aaire from the Rus- 
sians those ensigns^ utMkr whiiib our arms had 
been raised to the pinnacle o( glory ^ 

The division of Loison, Which had eomc before 
us from Koningsberg, and that of the Neapoli- 
tans fnom Wilaa^ having been obliged to encamp 
in a cold of 22 degrees below the Ireeatng poin^ 
were totally destroyed, and out of tix thousand 
men, of which each wa» composed, W€ could 
only see, tl^wlgh a thick fog, some feeble batta* 
)ion& running on the road like mddmen« Tbey 
beat the earth with their feeH to keep themselvea 
from bei^g benumbed by the frost, and if, un- 
fistftunately, they were urged by the wants of 
nature, they lost the use of their handa, attd feQ 
on the ground, to rise again no more. The few 
who were able to support the fatigue of marchingf 
only pqplonged their misery ; and if, weary of 
life, they wished to terminate their 8utiferings» 
it was necessary only to stand still. 

The raad which we followed, offered to ou# 
JMiew at every step many bi-ave officers covered 
with ragS) supported by branches olf pine^ and 
their hair and- beards stiffened by the ice. Thes(i 
warriors, wfeo^ a short time before, were the terror 
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^ our enemies, and the conqitef ord of two4birdg 
^ Europe, having now lost their fine appear- 
ance, crawled slowly along, and could scarcely 
obtain a look of pity from the soldiers whom they 
had formerly commanded. Their situation ra-^ 
pidly became more dreadful. Ail who bad not 
strength to march were abandoned, and every 
^ne who was abandoned by his comrades, in an 
hour afterwards inevitably perished. On the foL* 
lowing morning every bivouack presented tlie 
image of a field of battle. Whenever a soldier, o^er<- 
come with fatigue, chanced to fall, his next neigh* 
bour rushed eagerly upon him, and before he 
was dead, robbed him of all that he possessed, 
and even of his clothes. .iEvery moment we 
beard some of these unhappy men crying out for 
assistance. ^ My comrades," exclaimed one, 
with a heart-rending voice, ^^ assist me to rise ; 
^^ lend me a hand to pursue my march." His old 
companions purstfed their journey without once 
regarding him. " Ah !" he continued, " I con- 
** jure you by every thing which is dear to you^ 
^^ do not abandon me to the enemy. In the 
^* name of humanity grant the little assistance I 
** ask only to help me to rise/' Those who 
passed, instead of being moved to pity by this 
touching prayer, regarded him as already dead, 
and immediately began to strip him. We then 
heard him crying out, " Oh, help ! help ! They 
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^* murder me ; they murder me ! Why do you 
^' trample upon me } Why do you snatch from 
^^ me my money and my bread, and take from 
*' me even my clothes !" If some generous of- 
ficers did not arrive in time to preserve them, 
many of these unfortunate beings were assassi* 
nated by their own comrades. 

(December 7th). We arrived at Joupranoui' a 
little before night. ' Being overcome with fatigue, 
1/1% were obliged to stop there. The ruined houses 
afibrded us no shelter from the rigCHir of the sea- 
son. Lying on each other, tormented with hun- 
ger, and pierced with cold, we pased the night 
in groans. 

We marched early in the morning (8th De^ 
cember), and arrived at Ochmiana about elevea 
o'clock. The winter was so severe, that the sol- 
diers burnt whole houses to avoid being frozen. 
We saw around 'tlie firesj the half-consume(i 
bodies of many unfortunate men, who, having 
advanced too near, in order to warm themselves, 
and bei^ too weak to recede, had become a prey 
to the flames. Some miserable beings, blackened 
tfi^ith smoke, and besmeared with the blood of 
the 'horses which they had devoured, wandered 
like ghosts around the burning houses. They 
gazed on the dead bodies of their companies, and, 
too feeble to support themselves, fell dowui and 
died like them. 
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We expected to have received some provisions 
irt this town, but we were informed that the cos* 
sacks had pillaged the magazines, and that Na- 
poleon had passed through half an hour after 
they were gone. We then continued our route, 
marching in the midst of the dead and the dying, 
and at length arrived at the wretched stone cha^ 
teau of Rovno-Pole, where the Prince and his 
staff passed a miserable night. 

Misfortune having equalised all conditions, 
every things was confounded. It was in vain that 
die officers endeavoured to assert their authority ; 
it was insolently denied. The Colonel, who had 
no food, was obliged to b^ a piece of biscuit 
from the private soldier. The man who pos- 
sessed^ provisions, although he were a servant, 
was surrounded by a crowd of courtiers, who, to 
obtain the coarsest food, threw aside their rank 
and distinction, and condescended to caress him. 
In short, to form an adequate idea of the dread- 
ful disorder to which famine and cold had reduced 
us, the reader must figure to himself forty thou- 
sand men ♦, of different nations, marching toge- 

* This number will appear very considerable, when the enor-^ 
mous losses which we suffered eveiy day are recollected. I 
ought, however, to observe that the division of Loison, the gar- 
rison of Wilna, and the troops which had occupied^ the other 

towns of Litbu4|nia^ joined the wreck of the army during o^ir 
retreat. 

D I> 
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ther, without order and without discipline; ig^ 
norant of the road they were going, and only 
stopping when weariness or caprice impelled 
them. The officers having formerly accustomed 
to command, were now the most unfortunate. 
They were shunned, to avoid rendering them as- 
sistance; for, in our situation, even to give a 
glass of water, or to raise a fellow-soldier from 
the ground, were offices of kindness which 
claimed the warmest gratitude. 

The route was covered with soldiers who no 
longer retained the human form, and whom the 
eiiemy disdained to make prisoners. Every day 
rendered us the witnesses of scenes too dreadful 
to relate. Some had Jost their hearing, others 
their speech, and many were reduced by excessive 
cold and hunger to a state of frantic stupidity, 
in which they roasted the dead bodies of their 
comrades for food, or even gnawed their own 
hands and arms*. Some were so weak, that, 
unable to lift a piece of wood, or roll a stone 
towards the fires which they had kindled, they 
sat upon the dead bodies of. their comrade?, and 
with a haggard countenance, steadfastly gazed 
upon the burning coals. No sooner was the fire 
extinguished, than these living spectres, no 

♦ Official Report, published by the Russians at Wilua, ^d. 
December^ 1812. - 
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longer possessing the power to rise, fell , by the ^ 
liide of those on whom they had sat« We saw 
many who were absolutely delirious^ To warm 
their frozen feet; they plunged them naked into 
the middle of the fire. Some, with a convulsive 
laugh, threw themselves into the flames, and ut- 
tering the most piercing cries, perished in hor*- 
rible convulsions: while others, equally insane^ 
immediately followed them, and experienced the 
same fate. 

Such .was our situation when we arrived at the 
village of Roukoni, . where some wretched, bams 
alone remained, filled with dead bodies. Being 
only three leagues from Wilna, many continued 
their march, that they might arrive in that city 
before their comrkdes. At Wilna they hoped not 
only to find abundance of provisions, but to re-^ 
main sonie days and enjoy the repose which they 
so much needed. The fourth corps, which cduld 
not muster more than two hundred men yet fai^ 
fill to their duty, halted in this wretched village* \ 

At break of day (December 9th) we hastened 
to quit Roukoni, wfiere the cold smd the smoke 
bad prevented us from casing our eyes* When 
we were commencing our march, the Bavarians^ 
who formed the rear-guard, hastily advanced cry^. 
ing out that the enemy was pursuing them* The 
evening before, it was reported that they had 
obtained some advantages over the cossacks ; but 
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the disorder id whicb they now arrived, proved 
that this intelligence was false. We must however 
do them the justice to say that they yet retained 
fi6me pieces of cannon, but the horses were so 
weak that they could not drag them along. 

Every day's march presented a repetition of 
mournful scenes of which I have given a slight 
sketch. Our hearts were so hardened by these 
dreadful spectacles, that they were beheld withr 
out emotion. Self-preservation was the only mo* 
tive which actuated us in the state of barbarism 
to which we were reduced. Wilna occupied 
every thought, and the hope that that position 
would permit us to take some repose, inspired 
vnth the most lively joy those who were able to 
continue their march. They hurried along re«- 
gardless of the miserable beings who crowded 
the road, struggling with the agonies of death. 

At length we reached the suburbs of this long** 
wished-'for city; but our happiness was sadly 
alloyed, when we saw the whole of this immense 
place obstructed by a crowd of carriages, homes^ 
aiid men. The confusion recalled the Beresina 
to my mind; and such was our stupidity, that, 
being accustomed to follow each other in columns^ 
we were afraid of losing ourselves if we ventured 
a few steps from our companions ; and while all 
were pressing to enter at the same gate, other 
avenues at the right and left were unobstructed. 
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When we arrived in the city, we found it in ex« 
treme disorder. The soldiers were ranhing in 
erelry direction to ascertain the quarters assigned 
to their respectiye corps. Those of the fourth 
coi^s goii^ to the ibunicipality, saw written in 
large characters, that th€y were to quarter in the 
convent of St. Raphael on the other side of the 
Vilia, Before they went thither they ran like 
famished men from house to house demanding 
food. The eating-houses and taverns, not being 
sujfficient for the immense number of gif feBts, were 
instantly shut up. But hunger determined us to 
find provisions ; and while some were employed, 
in breaking <^en the doors of the hotels, others, 
with money in their hands, pursued the Jews, 
who, notwithstanding the generosity with which 
we paid thein, could not satisfy half our wants. 

At Wilha we heard that Napoleon had passsed 
through incognito^ escorted by a feeble detach** 
ment of three regiments of Neapolitan cavalry^ 
which had been sent before him to clear his route. 
.These poor inhabitants of the south were half 
dead when they passed in review; scarcely had 
they departed from Wilna, when a third part of 
them fell into the rear, having their hands, feet^ 
and noses, entirely frozen. The departure of Na* 
poleon in this disguised manner not only spread 
consternation among the Lithuanians, who were 
devoted to us, but sadly discouraged the French 
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troops. The first were indignant at finding tfaem^ 
selves abandoned to the resentment of a master, 
whose yoke they had wished to shake off; the 
others were alarmed for their own preservation, 
for, in a situation so critical, they imagined that 
the absence of our chief must consununate our 
ruin. Many, however, who felt all the dangers 
to which we were e:xposed, yet more anxious for 
the glory of our arms, than their own safety, 
thought that his departure was fortunate. ^' Na^ 
*^ poleon,*' said they, ^' when at Paris, will reor- 
^- ganize a noble army ; will secure the peace of 
^^ France, and maintain the co-operation of the 
^' allies, whose deflation is so much to be 
M dreaded/' 

The rear of our long column had scarcely en- 
tered the suburbs, at three o^clock in the after- 
noon, when we heard that the cossacks had taken 
possession of the heights which command the 
city. In truth they soon began to fire upon us. 
At the report of the cannon, the new troops who 
were in Wilna beat the drum and sounded the. 
trumpet. In an instant the place was in arms. 
In consequence of the series of uhexpected cala- 
mities by which Providence often confounds the 
proud, and punishes the insolent, it happened 
that the colossal power of Napoleon was so comr 
pletely reduced in this iron climate, as to have no 
pther support than the remains of ^ Neapolit?tft 
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diyiaion formed from the garrisons of Tarentum 
and Capua. These troops being quickly dis-i 
persed, terror immediately spread through the 
city ; and at the single word of the " cossaeks'* 
all the soldiers rushed from their quarters and 
l>etook themselves to flight. The King of Na- 
ples, forgetting his rank, suddenly abandoned 
his palace, and followed by his officers, pierced 
through the crowd, and escaped from the town to 
encamp on the road to Kowno. 

While some -of the soldiers flew to arms, others, 
as night advanced, profiting by the evacuation of 
the magazines, carried off^theclothes and military 
equipments which had been collected there ; hut 
the greater part searching only for food, knocked 
at every door, and their redoubled blows seemed 
the dreadful presage of a universal pillage. The 
inhabitants, trembling in their houses, dreaded 
the impending desolution, as they heard the 
noise of cannon, which thundered from the heights, 
and the outcries of our troops eager for plunder. 

We gave up all hope of repose, and the feeble 
relics of our army not being* able to resist the 
attacks .iof the enemy, we determined to profit by 
the obscurity of the night, and quit a position so 
dangerous. It was decided that at eleven o'clock 
we should evacuate the town. The hour being 
arrived we silently proceeded on our route, leav- 
ing the streets covered with soldiers intoxicat^di 
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Mlecp) or dead. The courts, the galleries, the 
stairs of the various buiktings, were filled with 
them, and not one would inarch, or even rise, to 
obey the orders of the oflElcers who called him* 
After leaving Wilna, with as much difficulty as 
we entered it, the Prince and his staff went to the 
King of Naples, where all the officers remained 
till one o'clock in the morning. 

In the middle of a dark night (lOth December) 
we marched on the road to Kowno, but the snow 
which covered the country caused us to wander 
every moment, and left us for a long time uncer^ 
tain of the road ; while the Poles going to New* 
Troki, had left the traces of another route which 
was calculated to . mislead us. Two Iwurs after- 
liyards we arrived at the foot of a mountain inac* 
cessible on account of its steepness, and the ice 
with which it was covered. All around were 
the remains of the equipages of Napoleon, the 
J)aggiage left at Wilna, the treasures of the army, 
and the waggons containing the fatal trophies 
brought from Moscow, so that we no longer 
doubted that we were on the road to Kowno. 

While we were groaning at the foot of this 
tnountain, without the power to climb it, we 
distinctly heard the firing between the cossacks 
and the riflemen of the 29th of the line, which 
had lately joined us, and which in these criticjal 
circumstances maintained their former reputation* 
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A^^ii^ted by that discoMeiit and iiUhumoQif %falc)v 
Bit isfortune inspires, many exclaimed thatitwottl# 
have been better to have gone to New-T>oki, and 
to have avoided this fatal mountain* All Mlur 
were thus arrested here, and who were m(wrtly sidK: 
or wounded, considered themselves as a certei^ 
prey to the enemy. Their grief was increiised by 
the reflection that they must perish after having 
escaped'the dangers of Krasnoe and the Beresina, 
and so nearly reached the wished-for port. Their 
grief was soon changed to despair, when We heard 
Aatthe^cossacks, having passed Wilna, had pur- 
sued our rear-guard, and were advancing upon 
lis. Dire necessity, however, compelled us to 
wait till the dawn of day, that we might discover 
whether there were any means of going round the 
mountain, which our horses could not climb. In 
this interval we kindled a fire, and every one 
deeply sighing impatiently waited the return of 



• We searched every where in vain ; the moun* 
tain was so steep, the road- so slipperj% 
and the horses so fatigued, that we despaired 
of escape. The idea then occurred to us of 
compelling the soldiers of the escort to carry 
the money belonging to the military chest. 
It contained about five millions, the greatest part 
of which was in crowns. We had little doubt^ 
however, that the soldiers^ whom it was impos- 
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gibl« to wateh or to detect, would carry off for 
flieir own use that which was intrusted to their 
care. The standards taken from the enemy, re- 
specting which these venal wretches were no 
longer interested, were cowardly abandoned at the 
foot of the mountain. Among these was the fa- 
mous cross of St. Iwan, which would have made 
so glorious an addition to our trophies, if the 
Russians, whom we termed barbarians, had not? 
given us the noble example of a moderation which 
rarely accompanies victory. 

The followers of the camp augmented the 
number pf plunderers, and it was truly curious 
to see those who were dying with hunger, laden 
with more riches than they could possibly carry. 
They saw the money distributed among thetn, 
with the most perfect indifference, and searched 
in preference for the coarsest food. Trunkis and 
portmanteaus broken open and robbed, were seen 
in every direction. The most superb court dresses, 
and the richest furs, were worn by those whose 
countenances were hideous and disgusting. Re- 
turnifi^ from the pillage, many of them offered 
sixty francs for a louis, and some gave ten crowns 
for a glass of brandy. One of the soldiers, in my 
presence, offered to sell a cask filled with silver; 
for a few pieces of gold : it was bought by a su» 
perior oflScer who placed it on his sledge. • » 

It is impossible to form an adequate i^td^ of the 
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confusion which our anny now presented. Far 
from being reanimated by the presence of some 
battalions lately arrived from Prussia, the terror 
which overwhelmed us, was soon comnaunicated 
to them, and unable to endure the rigour of the 
season, they likewise threw away their arms, and 
increased the crowd of stragglers. In fine, our 
soldiers, ti'ansformed into brokers, only sought to 
sell the plunder which they had acquired, and 
they eagerly found sufficient purchasers in those 
who had pillaged the military chest. Every one 
spoke familiarly of ingots and jewels. Every 
soldier was laden with silver, but none with 
a niusket. Ought we to be astonished at the 
fears which the cossacks inspired ? 

In this state of confusion, after five hours* dis- 
tressing march we reached Ev^, about ten leagues 
from VI ilna. We had scarcely entered it when the 
Count Mejan*, supported by his son and the 
valet de chambre of the Prince, arrived. This 
unfortunate father, to whose generous devotion 
to the sei-vice I regi'et that the limits of my work 
will not permit me to do justice, had been obliged 
to travel on foot from the mountain of Wilna 

* Counsellor of State of the kingdom of Ital)-, and Secretarj- 
to the Viceroy. He had been present during the whole cam* 
paign with his two sons, and heard at the Beresina, ' th^t ' hts 
ypurtgest son had been kill^ at the battle of Polotsk* / . 
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across a country covered ivith snow. Bof this 
nobleman, whose courage had often astonished 
us, and who, though not :a soldier, had borne 
with patience his full share of the sufferings to 
which we were subjected, was so ardently at- 
tached to the Prince, that he quite forgot the 
misfortunes of the day as soon as he found 
himself in the presence of his Highness. 

Similar miseries happened to others. The 
Prince of Eckmuhl, weakened by a fever, could 
/only trayd in a carriage. Generals Laribois* 
siere, Eble, Lahotissaye^ &c., suffered very se- 
verely. The. Quarter-Master-General Joubert, 
who bad long been destitute of servants, had been 
left in this village, in a situation so miserable 
that'be elicited the tears of all who saw him. We 
were equally anxious respecting the fate of many 
.other sick officers who remained with the bag- 
.gage of the Prince. In the evening we ascer- 
tained, that owing to the skill and extraordinary 
activity of the Ac^jutant of the palace Boutarel, 
the baggage- waggons had passed by New-Troki 
to avoid the mountain of Wilna, and that it was 
only the length of the journey which prevented 
them from arriving at Eve. 

(December 11). As we quitted this village, we 
were informed by those who had escaped from 
Wilna, that the Russians had entered it at day^ 
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break. A crowd of gen^ralsi colonaU, ^nd o^ 
<:ers, and more than tweoty thousand ^|diQr3f 
who were detained by weakness, fell ifxta tbew 
hands* They added, that the officers had bem 
well treated, but that every soldier or aervaat waf 
immediately ordered to Moscow, to be ^nployed 
in rebuilding the city« These unfortunate men 
lying in the streets, or squares, without fire^ 
without food, and most of them wounded or sick, 
presented a spectecle so afflicting, that the enemy 
endeavoured to mitigate their sufferings* The 
least to be pitied, were those who, having beeil 
Iplundered by the cossacks^ died shortly after our 
depmrture*^ We now had a ttiousand proo& of 
human weakness ! the same men who had 
dragged themselves along from Moscow to 
Wllna, wanted courage to pursue their course a 
few leagues more, when tiiat little moi^e would 
have ensured their existence. We heard also 
that the Jews had ill-treated many of our sol- 
diers, particularly those . of the imperial guard- 
to avenge themselves for the losses which the|; 
had suffered; but the Russians, with that jq^ftice 
which always characterised them,, hung manf 
of these Israelites, as a lesson to the people that 
they should not mingle their passions with the 
quarrels of sovereigns. 
, The rear of our loag cQlamrkt which liftyered 
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all tbe road with the dedd and the dyings was 
continually followed by a cloud of cossacks, who 
|rillaged our soldiers, and afterward left them to 
the custody of the peasants, who carried them 
into the rear, after treating them with a thousand 
indignities. At Jength the Russians, weary of 
making prisoners, liberated all the soldiers be* 
longing to the confederation of the Rhine, and 
contented themselyes with' detaining officers of 
distinction. But when they seized a Fi-enchman, 
miserable as he was, they stripped him, and 
treated him with tbe greatest ridicule. If he 
marched with them during the night, he was 
ordered to fetch water or wood. They after-' 
wards 1>mtally drove him from the fire which he 
had kindled. Such was the fatallot of the sol- 
diers, who, compelled to fight, are always the 
principal victims of the calamities which flow from 
the quarrels of the kings*. 



* A cossack officer, who spoke very good French, overtook 
«ac of our sutlers. The poor fellow earnestly iiriplored mercy, 
Exclaiming that he was not a soldier. He then oJRPered his purie 
to satisfy the cossacks. Not content with tlliai prize» they began 
to search him, and found ip his pockets boxes of gold,diamon(k, 
and numerous rings enriched with precious stones, which he had 
taken at the pillage of Moscow. At the sight of this, the officer 
could not restrain his indignation, and said td the sutler, *• See 
** to what your a\ixrice hai reduced you. In tfehope of piun« 
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Before we arrived at Zismori, we heard a can- 
noaade at our rear, and at ho great distance ;« we 
hence concluded that our feeble rear-guard was 
brii^ly pursued. Not^tithstanding this, the 
fatigue of the troops was so great, that many, pre- 
ferring repose to safety, halted at Zisn]ort;but 
the Viceroy went on to the vills^ of Roium- 
chichki. 

(December 12). Exhausted by long and ha- 
rassing marches, and dying with fatigue, we at 
length arrived at Kowno, where the wrecks of 
the different corps were reunited. They en- 
camped as usual in the streets, as we knew that 
our deplorable situation no longer permitted us 
to preserve any discipline, we gave up to pillage 
the magazines, which were amply stored. Imme- 
diately clothes, corn, and rum. Mere every where 

' , ^ ..- J- - ■ ■ — ^ - ■- . ■ ^ ^ ^ . 

" der, you hive followed the aniiies to share in their booty, with- 
« cmt partaking of their d^angers. in obtaining these much- 
** desired riches, you have been enfeebled by their weighty and 
** could not escape my pursuit. I could justly send you cap- 
** tive to the city you have ravaged; but you are too miserable 
«* to rebuild that which you have destroyed. Return if you can 
«« to France ; and when you speak of our clemency, describe to 
<< your feUow-^^itizeos the misefable state to which they expose 
•* themselves, who trouble the. peace of the w^rld, by following 
<• the standards of an unjust aggressor." At these words he left 
him to the cossacks, who,^ disdaining Xo make him prisoner, drovQ 
tdm before them, beating him with the handles of their lanqes,-^ * 
1st edition. ' 
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seen in abmniatice. Our quarterB were filled 
nfijtb broken casks, and the liquor ivliich was 
ypilled formed a little sea in the middle of the 
public square. The soldiers, having long been 
deprived c^ this liquor, drank to exiqess, and more 
than two thousand of them« completely intoxU 
cated, sl^pt upon the snow^ Benumbed with 
cold, they all perished. 

. It wa^ announced in the evening, that the fourth 
corps wG^ld take the road to Tilsit ; ami as nrnny 
^f us, to avoid the strangle .eonfumon ^hich gene? 
rsdly prevailed, bad been accustomed to sleep one 
or tw4^ leagues beyond the head-quarters, a rgreat 
number set out towr^rds that town. In the 
middle Qf.thq night, the chief of the staff camte to 
lopk for the fourth corps, which was literally mt 
clase4 in ^. sipgle room. He told i}s that the 
order had been revoked, and that we were to pros 
ceed to Gumbinnen instead of Tilsit* This order 
smd couafer-order complete our ruin* From 
that ^me, the fourth corps consisted only of the 
household of the Prince, and about eight or ten 
staff-officers. 

, (December 13} • As we left Kowno on the 
morrow, we found the same tumult which we had 
experienced at the gate of Wilna. The crowd 
was pressing towards the bridge, although the 
Niemen was frozen hard enough to bave borne 
the weight of artillerv. In Kowno and its en? 
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t^irii^, we wty a gre^t niwiber c^ tiufortviii^^te 
MMi^rs^ lyfn£^ ou the sifoWj wbe ha4 perishecl 
isflmi they 90 nearly re«ch^ the eod pf ti^ faital 
e:!ipedition. We weye parti$^arly i^ffecl^d at 
aeeiBg Coloofl Vidmom aiMQVg thc^ dea^^; He wa» 
one €>f the small number of tite Italia^ gf^^rdi^ of 
ibaiour, who t^d biitheito sustaii;!^ the sd.q%^ 
|faFd$hip3 as ourselves ; bat qow ei^faiausted b]( 
fatigue he f^l, as he was leaving J^owijy? to crosf 
the bridge, and expir^, w^hQUt hama^:thi$^ satisf 
faction of xlying out of Riud|ia> 

The calamitiea of the ari^ l^d ei^ten^ t(^ ^ 
imperial gaaid^ and xnany cif its sQlc|iei^ die4 
erery day frcM hungef « coldi and &tlgice^ Amoi}^ 
these yktims I saw one truly worthy of ad^ira^ 
tion. He was an old grenadier: Aa he lay exr 
piring on the bridge of Kowqo» theetowd, whic^ 
rushed by htili, respected his untfoitn, his decqrar 
tions, and above all, his threechevron^^ This brat^ 
man seemed to await bis death with the utmost 
firmnesa^ and disdained tior have recpU3rse, lik^ 
many others, to useless supplications^ By chancy 
some of his eo«arades passed by«. He thei]^ paisatAe a 
last effort to rise, but unable to aceompliffi it, 
and feeling himself dyings be summoned all his , 
strength, and said to one of his companions who 
approached to assist him, ** Cease, my friend. 
*' Do not lavish on me superfluous assistance. 
** The only favour I aak» is that ypi| wovld |ara« 
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** vent the enemy from profening the honovtrkhle 
*' distinctions that I have gained in fighting* 
*^ against them. Carry to my captain this deccM 
^* ration, which was given to me on 'the field of 
" Austerlitz ; take him likewise my sabre ; I 
** used it in the battle of Friedland*." His com- 
rade, obeyed him, and receiving the sabre and the 
cross, rejoined the old guard, which, although 
reduced to 300 men, still marched in close order, 
and retained to the last its bold and warlike 
appearance. As we followed those brave men< 
we admired the undaunted courage which they 
exhibited in the midst of so many calamities, and 
pitied their deplorable fate. Glowing with love 
for their country, they rendered it illustrious at 
the expense of their lives, and in their short 
career of glory, far surpassed all that Rome had 
exhibited of patriotism and of bravery in the 
space of eight centuries. 

On the morning of the 13th of December, out 
of four hundred thousand warriors who had 
•crossed the Niemen at the opening of the cam- 
paign, scarcely twenty thousand men repassed it, 
of ' whom at least twouthirds bad not seen the 
•Kremlin. Being arrived at the opposite bank, 

* Tins trait of herbigia was common with the soldiers of the 

Koyal Italian Guard. General Theodore Lecchi, who com* 

manded it in the Russian campaign, has many of the insif^nia of 

'thelren Crown, which were inlrusted^to Mm in a similar manner. 
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like ghosts returned from the j'nferiiial regions, we 
fearfully looked behipd us, and beheld with hor- 
ror the savage countries in which we had suffered 
so much. No person would then easily believe 
that we had once regarded these climates with 
envy, and thought those dishonoured Mho ar- 
rived at them last. 

After crossing the bridge, we turned to th6 
left to reach Gumbinnen. Many wished to go 
to the right,, still thinking, after the order of the 
preceding evening, that they must marph to Til- 
sit. They who followed the proper road had not 
proceeded far^ when they were obliged to climb 
a lofty mountain prodigiously steep, and which 
would have been fatal to our equipages, if we had 
not long ago been deprived of them. . Many carts 
and carriages which were in the depot of Kowno, 
md a superb park of artillery, lately arrived 
from Koningsbergi were left at the foot of this 
hill. 

Scarcely had we arrived in Poland, when our 
spldiers dispersed in different. roads^ and wan- 
dered, like simple travellers, in the same country 
,w||)i9fa,.9ix months beifore, had been covered with 
our iiumerous armies. , The Du^^e of Elchingen, 
who pommanded pui; rear-guard, as far as the 
Niemen, lost4be few troops which he had hitherto 
preserved. . That great captain, after having 
passed the river, in the month of June, at the 
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head of 43,000 men, now repassed it, attended 
only by his aide-de-camps, and with their feeble 
assistance nobly repulsed the attacks of the cos* 
sacks. 

In the evening the King of Naples and the 
Prince halted at Skrauda, The same morning 
^14th December), when w^ departed from this 
village, the cossacks entered Kowno, passed the 
Niemen, which was frozen at every point, and 
spread themselves over the immense plains of 
Poland, where they massacred or captured many 
of our scattered soldiers, who, not imagining that 
the Russians would pass the Niemen,. thought 
that they were safe.^ 

From Skrauda many took the direction of 
Thorn ; but. the Viceroy still continued to follow 
the road of Gnmbinnenf and arrived in this little 
town after having slept at Pillwizken, Virballen^ 
and Darkehmen (l4tb, 15th, 16tb, and 17tb, De- 
xjember). Thence he sent General Gifflenga^ his 
aide«de-camp, to Koningsberg, to order all those 
of the 4th corps, who bad taken the road of Tilsit, 
to proceed to Marienwerder. 

Koningsberg being the first great city in the 
vicinity of our march was soon filled with those 
who, having escaped from' Moscow, hoped now 
to recover from the misfortunes which they had 
suffered. The coffee-houses, the restaurateurs^ 
the furnished hotels, could scarcely at any price 
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satisfy all our wants. It was necessary t6 pierce 
through a crowd to enter any of them. The cold 
was terrible, but the delicious sensation of know- 
ing that we could now defend ourselves against 
iU ^nd moreover the pleasure of obtaining what- 
ever we desiredf were still more heightened^ since 
six months of continual hardships had deprived 
us of every thing in which the comfort of lij^ 
consisted. 

The King of Naples. came to Konin^berg, 
where he wjis coldly received by ike p riucipal 
authorities of the town* The chiefs of each 
corps placed themselves ia cantonments along 
the Vistula, aqd occupied the toiraus of Plock, 
Thorn, Marienburg^ Marienwerder, i^nd Elbing. 
During this time the Viceroy, having quitted 
GumJtiiai^eB^ passed by lasterbui^ and Wehlau 
<18th, 19th, December), to visit the fieWs of 
Friedland^ Eylau, and Heilsberg ](20th, 21st, 
22d, Dpcemberh thus furnishing himself even 
in these wihappy circumstances, with subject^ 
for useful meditation. The remembrance of our 
former greatness, and ^t^ noble stru^le which 
we had now sustained, against unparalleled suf- 
ferii^gs, inspired the inhabitant of these countries 
with unfeigned admiration. As we^ travelled 
through Prussia, even our enemies respected our 
misfortunes, and concealing t|ieir hatred, scru- 
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pulously refrained from insulting the venerable 
remains of so magnificent an army. 

(27th December). His Highness arrived at 
Marienwerder, where he occupied himself in 
collecting all that remained of the fourth corps. 
After every research, we succeeded in mustering 
about eight hundred wounded, the miserable 
wreck of forty-eight thousand warriors, all of 
whom had marched from Italy to Russia. They 
were the victims, not of the arms of the enemy, 
but of the fetal imprudence of their chief, who, 
not satisfied with having subjugated the best half 
of Europe, wished to contend with the elements, 
for a country which consisted only of deserts. 
The Viceroy afterwards despatched towards France 
and Italy those officers and soldicfrs whose in- 
firmities would not permit' them to under^ke 
another campaign. He rewarded every soldier 
who had behaved well, and punished, by the 
most sensible disgraces, the few who had dis- 
honoured themselves by a cowardly and pusilla- 
* nimous conduct. 

Such were the dreadful calamities that anni- 
hilated a powerful army, which had rashly under- 
taken the proudest and the most useless of all 
expeditions. If we look into the annals of an- 
tiquity, we shall find that never, since the time 
of Cambyses, did so numerous a body of men 
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experience such dreadful reverses. The boastful" 
predictions of Napoleon at the campaign were 
literally fulfilled, but with this difierence, that not 
Russia, but himself, ^^ hurried away by a fatality, 
had accomplished his destiny/' These calamities 
have had one happy result, by putting an end to 
a despotic influence they have restored to Europe 
ber liberty, and to France her happiness. 



END OF THE IIABIlATn[£. 
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ITINERARY 

Of tfie March of the Fourth Corps in the Russian 
Xerritorff^ during the Campaign of 1812. 



Leagues. 

1 July» 1613, from Pilony to Kroni .;.••, •••.••^««..« 1 

2 — — IMelangani • ««•«..• 7 

3 , Rouicontoui •«•«••• 6 

4 New-Troki ,.«••..«.«.«. 3 

5 Halted. 

tf .-r^ Walked, 

7 Rudniki ••••» •••••^•, ^«.««. 7 

9 . Paradpp^in •.••.••••.•.••. ••••«••••••••#•« 3 

9 _-_ HiaW. 

10 ^-rrr- Paulovo ••••.. i,««^«.« «•••«*?.•* ««««•> 4 

(At the castle of t)ie Count of Choiseuil). 

Xl rrrr-. .OcJ)^*?^ ,.*,•, %%•.%•. •. •,•.•.• ••••.•• •,..,. ^ . , S^ 

is rrrr-. ftnptglipni ' . ^,t>. • ^.. .• . . S 

10 —^ HWtqd. 

14.-7TT* Frosgi 3in0il|b0Di to Zachkevit»chi ••..••^•jiii... 3^ 

T15 -_^ Viljeika ,. ff.^.. ...^... a 

,l6 .^ — ^ Ko^tervevi^hi .•., .•.....•.^,.. 6 

17 Dolg;hinow .,.»..•« • • • • t • • t • • • '4]^ 

18 „ Dokzice ,.,♦.. 7 

to -rrr: BWted. 

^ rrm Berezino. ,,„,,,,,,,,,, ,,,, ,,,,... ^ 

^l rrrr. Povic^na ,,,,,?? t ?•. t ?•?•••••.. ^ ... •, ^4 

^ --_ . Kamcn,,..,,,,,,,,,,,,i ...^ 6 

83 *r^ B^tsci^eik^rP ..•.'.•.'.\.\ t...... 3j 

Carried forward 96'f 



The Emperor Napoleon passed the Niemen at Kowno, 
tbe.^4th Juqe,; the 23d, being a.t Wilkowiski, he declared war 
4ig^P9t Riif ^i^, . The fourth corps, comwandod A»y the Vice- 
foy.pf Italy,, .passed the Niemen at Pilony, the advanced* 
.tfuacd effected its passage on ttie 29th ; but the Prince and the 
fi^l^ei^tti d|V|BiE>^ piis^ed on the 1st of July. On the Sdth Napo« 
koawasat Wilna. 
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/-Bpcmghjtover 96f 

$4 July, From Smorghoni to Bezenkovjtscm 4 

^ Soritza (three leagues on this std^Ostrowno) • • • . 4 p 

96 — — Combat (Bivouack at small castle Dobrijk) ••,••• 5: ^ 
27 Bivouack before Witepsk • . • • i ^ f 

28 Bivouack at Agbaponbvcntdiina «•«•••• &■,: 

29 Sound • • • • .^ ••••••••••••••••••••#•••• .^ • • 5 

30 Halted. 

1 August Ditto, y 

2 Ditto. 

3 — Dittd. 

4 — Dittoi 

5 .-M- — Ditto. 

6 Ditto. 

7 ....u.....^ Ditto; 

8 Ditto. 

g — ; From Sourai to Janowitschi ^ • . 4 

10 . » ■ . ■ 'Halted. 

1 1 .*-..*-.— Velechkoviiaclu ......•.•...-• • 3| 

12 ■ Liozna ....; •.......•....•• Sf 

13 « ■ ■ ■ Lioavavitschi ^.-..^rf**.**......-*..-.* •••• Si 

14 ■ Rasasna ^ 

15 .— Siniaki.....««:*«»..«ir«r««r..» 7t 

16 -.-^ . Katora .............-.^...-v'.V'-'-^'^* ^ 

17 . Bivouack (at a league from Korouitnia) 5 

19 _--.^ Bivouack (near the c/k«r«i« of Novoidvor) .... 5 

10— —--Suburb'of Smolensk ;.... U 

20 Passed the Dnieper (Bivouack above Smolensk) | 

21 — ^-1- Bivouack same place. • • • 

22 -= ^ Ditto. 

23 Volodimerowa ^ 

24 ^ Pologhi i...ii. ..•*.•.*•** ••• 2 

25 -* Zazelc i •••• ft 

qB — --^-^ Mikaclovskae j^; .....^..... ;:/*•• ^* 

27 :-: ^ Aeopochina (passed the Nicmen at Blag- 

nove) 4| 

Bivouack (round a chateau) a league beyond 

Bereski :. •••••• ^ 

gg ..^ From Agopochina to Novoe ..«»• 9 

30 — Halted. 

31 ^ Pokrow •••••..• 

1 September Paulova ....» -^ 

2 — ■ iM> Woremiewo • *** ^ 

Carried forward 2^ 
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Leaenes. 
Brought forward 224j 

3 September Halted. 

4 ■ ■ ' ■ Louzos ♦ • . 6j 

5 Encamped on the heights of Borodino 4 

6 : Ditto. 

7 ..■. :■> Battle. 

S ■ ■ ■ Ouspenskoe^orKrasnoe 3^ 

D Rouza ..•.•..••• • 6^ 

10 .— -— Halted. 

XI I I . * Alpalchtchouina ..••..,. 4| 

12 -^ Zwenighorod 3% 

13 Buzaievo m 

14 • — . t . . ' , ■ Khorechevo , 4I 

15 ■ i . t I Moscow ««•««.••••«•.« S 

Total from Filony to Moscow ...^ 2641 

Stopped in this city from 15th September, until 
18 October. Village on the road firom Kaluga, a league 

from Moscow 1 

ig ■ ■ r . Little village, near Batoutinka bivouack 5 

20 — Ittatowo 7| 

21 ^ Fominskoe 3 

22 ^Halted. 

23 From Fominskoe to a village half a league be- 

yond Borovsk bivouack 7J 

24 ' Battle of Malo-Jaroslavitz. Bivouack ...r.. 4* 

25 — : Halted. 

26 — Ouvarovskoe bivouack 4 

27 Alfereva , 4| 

28 . .. .... Village a league beyond Borisov, supposed to 

be Miti'aeva ; 2| 

29 Ouspenskoe, called Krasnoe bivoi;ack 5! 

30 — Villc^ i league on the right of the road be- 

tween Kolotskoi and Prokofevo, bivoitack « . 6 
31 Ghiat, bivouack , . * . i gi 

1 November, Near Velitschevo, bivouack 5* 

2 Foederovskoe, bivouack ^i 

3 ... Battle of Viaxma bivouack, ^ league fur- 

ther , 3| 

4 I ■ Rouibki, a league beyond Semlevo 7 

5 ,—- Jolkov Postola Door 3| 

6 . M . ■ ,.,. ■ .11 Doroghoboui bivouack ^ . . 6 

' • Carried forward <)0 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4Bi nuffssLAnr. 



Brought over 90 
7 Norember. From Fominskoe to Zazele bWouack •.••.*• 7 

% Sloboda bivouack ••••••••••«•. ,4 

g _^ From Sloboda pa8ted the W<^, bivouacked 
at a little village half a kt^e from tbis 

river • ••» 1 

10 ■ PoakhovctafcohiDa • • •••••••* 4 

U -^ : — Halted, 

12 ■ Wolodiinerowa» bivouack ••••••.,• •• 6^ 

13 , . ■ Smolensko « •••• ••...» 5f 

14 : Halted, . . 

15 , — Hamlet three leagues from SmoIensko> rap- 
posed to be .Loubna ••«•• 3| 

16 ■ Krasnoe •,•,«•••«, *. 7 

17 ^ — . Liadoui • 4| 

IS — Doubrowna ^ 

. IP Orcba 4 

oQ Halted. 

21 Half a leagiKe before Kol»iiovo, bivouack . . ^ 

tj2 ^ — Bivouack round a caatle half a league this 

sideTdischin •.•....... 5 

23 r Bivouack tbr^ leagues from Toloschvn^ near 

Jablppka , • •*..••• 4 

24 Bobr ^.f..*. 4 

25 ,. Natseha five leagues from Bobr, where there 

is an insulated ehurch, bivouack 5| 

26 1— From a. village id; Memopitaa, to two and 

a half leagues on this side Borisov, bi- 

. vouack . , /- / • ^J 

-27 . Studzianca, passage of the Beresina* bi- 
vouack • ^1 

2S -.*-. Zembin, bivouack 4 4| 

29 Kamen • '^5 

30 lNiaitanovitfichi» near Zavicmno O 

I. Peceuaber. lUia * . • ^4 

2 Molodetschino •. • ® 

3 Halted. 

4 r Village supposed to be Markovo, b;»vouack .. 7 

5 , — Smorghoni 4f 

4) _^ — -_ JoupmoOui ^ 

7. P Rovno-Pole, bivouack .»5 

S Roukoni, bivouack 5| 

f> Wibia ...• ••• ^ 



Carried forward 234| 
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Brought forward 2d4| 

10 t^ccember. Eve, bivouack •••»••« ^.. 10 

11 ............ Zismori •• ••««••*•• 6 

12 > KdWDO ^..^ 10 



Total ....dCiOl 
From Niemen to Moscow •«..• S64| 

Total. .«. 6^i 



A UST 

fifaUtke Persmi$ meniumed tn Mt« ^ori, tcilAtA^ir MtmA 
during the Camprngn- i>/Ruuia. 



NAPpL?:ON. 

Jerome Baonaparte, King of WestphaUay Comsmndsr oi the 

8th Corps. ^' ' . 

Joachim Murat, King of Naples, Ccmmimiitf of aU the Ca- 
valry* 
Eugene de Beanharnois, Viceroy of Italy^ Commaiider of the 

4tii Corps.. 
Berthier, Prince of Neufchatel and of Wagvam,. Maje»-Gd« 

neral. 
Davouwt, Prince of Eckmuhl, Commander of Lst Corps. 
Oudinot, Duke of Reggio, 
Ney» Dvke of Ekhingcn, 

Moskwa. 
Prince Poniatowski, 
.Manvhal Count St. Cyr, 
General Count Regnier, 
Junot, Duke of Abrantesy 
Victor, Duke of BeUunq, 
Duke of Tkrentum, 
Duke of Treviso, Commander of the Young Guard* 
Prince Schwartzenberg, Comoiander af tha Austriaa Aiuiliai|r 

Corps. 
Beesieres, Dukeof Istna, Commander of tha Cavalry of llie 

Guard. 
Caulincoart, Duke of Vicena^ General of Diiisko, Matter af 

th^Hone. 



do. 


3d. 


do. 


3d. Piince off 


do. 


5th. 


do. 


6tiu 


do. 


7th. 


do. 


8th. 


do. 


9th. 


do. 


10th. 
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IKirocky Dake of Frioid» do. Grand Mmhal of the 

Palace. 

Steton, t ? AidaMle^an^p to the 

Count deLobau, do. > Emperor. 

Count Lefebre Desnouettes, General of Division^ Colonel of the 

Hor8e*Cbafitieur8 of the Guard. 
Count Nansouty^ ^ 

Count Grouchy, f Commanders of Caralry Corps, 

Count Montbrun, I and Generak of Divisions. 

Count Latour Maubonrg, ^ 
General Dessoles, Chief of the Viceroy's Staff. 
Baron Guilleminoty do* 

Count Danthouardy Commander of the Artillery of the Fourth 

Corps. 
Count Lariboisaer, General of DivisioD, Inspector-General of 
. Artillery* 
Count Sorting ., do. Commander of the Artillery of the 

Guards. 
Baron Pemetti, do. Commander of the Artillery of the 

1st Corps. 
BaraiFonche^ do. do. 4th Corpse 

Count £ble» General of Division of Artillery, Commander of 

the Bridse Equipages. 
Count Gudin, 
Baron Gerard, 

CoMtFriS''' ^ GeneraU of Division— 1st Corps. 

Count Compans, 

Count Morand» 

Count Verdier, "J 

. Count Leorrand, ( Generals of Division— 2d Corps. 

Count Maison, C 

Baron Merle, j. ; 

Baron Ledru, Commander of a Division,—^ Corps. 
Count of Claparede, General of Diviaon, Commander of the 

Legion of the Vistula. 
Baron Debson^, f / 

Count Broussier, > Generals oF Diviaions— 4th Corps, 

Count Pino, j ' 

Baron. Wrede, 1 . 

General De Roy, > Bavarian Generals— 6th Corps, 

General Sierbein, . S 
^tef- ] Do. 7th Corp- 
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Count PartiionnaniZy \ 

cSFSSdaU, { Generals of DivisioiMth Corp.. 

General Damas, j 

BaroaGrandjeaDy Commander of a Division— iOth Corps. 

G^KkSf* , \ Prussian Generals^lOth Corps. 

Baron Roquety General of Division^ C<Mnmander of the Fusi^ 
leers of the Imperial Guard. 

-Count Charpentier^ General of Division^ Governor . of Smo» 
lensko. 

Count Baiaguay d'Hilliers, General of Division. 

Count Xoison, Commander of a Division^ from Koningsberg. 

General Frederic, Commander oi the 4th Division (1st Conw). : 

Count Sanson, General of Division, Chief of the Topographical 
Bureau. 

Baron Haxo, General of Diviaon of Engineers. 

Count Sebastiani, 

Baron Lahoussaye. 

Count Bruydres, 

Baron de St. Geimain, 

Count Defrane, 

Baron Chastel, i 

Count Omano, ) Generals of Divisions of Cavalry. 

Baron Wathier, 

Count Foumier, 

Baron Pajol, 

Baron Castex, 

Baron Doumerc, . ^ 

Count Preyssing, Commander of a Division of Light Bavarian 
Cavalry. . ' , 

Prince Czactoryski, Grand Macshal of the Diet of Warsaw. 

Count Mejean, Counsellor of State of the Kingdom of Italy, and 
Secretary of the Viceroy. 

General Boiterin (Baron Maui^iUan), Commander of the En- 
gineers of the 4th Corps. 

Baron Aubrey, Commander of Artillery of 3d Corps. _ . 

JBkronDode, Commander of Engineers. 

G^VERAM OF.BBIGADS. 

Borons Ricard, Roussel, Huard, Vimsaapet Bonaiai,. Nagle, 
Aueereau, Marion, Compere, Villata^ Fpntane, Levie, Chastel, 
Berkheim, Colbert, CasteJr*. Saint Geniez, Au^. CauUncourt, 

« Pajo!, (Guyon^ Bourdesoutt, Bachelu, Thiry, Lanabarci 
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Graudean, Dalton, Dommaivet,; lAmency, GitbtmAi^ 
Fbchey, Delantre, Le Camus, Slaiijont, Pampdonr^ Pi^c^^t 
Chouard/Ameysy Corbineau, Hej^gen. 

Pouoret, Geueral of Brigade, Goveraoj' of Witejpih. 

Leccni; ditto ditto, Commaader ol' the Uamo GimnL 

Lepel, Aide-de-Camp to the King of Westphdia; 

Dery, Aide-de-Camp to the King of Naples* 

Kkngel, Gcneial in the Saxoa aenrice. 

General Jomini, Goremor of Oreha* 

L^r*" I M*i^''^^**^I>'^«<>oo Guards. 

Baron Triaire, General of Brigade 'Akte^de^Canp to the 

.Viceroy. 
Baron GiiBenga ditto dkto« 
Bavon Lacroix, Colonel, ditto* 
Count Louis Tascher Lapagerie, ^ 

■■ Jules Deseve, 3 . ^ 

Bellisomi, Master of the, Horse to the Viceroy. 

Colonel Delianti, Officer of the Ordnance to the Viceroy. 

Andr^ Corner, Lieutenant ditto« 

Sanoi, ditto. 

Liedot, Colonel of En^neen. 

MarbGeuf, Colonel of Lancers. t 

Kliski, Polish Colonel, with the Viceit)y, 

Radzivil, Colonel of the 8th Polish Hulans. 

Dalbignac, Adjutant-Commander of the 2d Corps^ 

Durieu, Adjutant-Commander, Sub^Chief of the Staff of the 

' 4th Corps. 

De Bourmonty ? 

Asselin, > Adjutant-Commanders attached to tfiia StaC 

Forestier, 3 

Colonel Grosbon, of the 5dd Regimentr 

-^.....^ Battaglia» Commander of the Italkm Guards of 

Honour. 
■ Gueheneue, 9§th Light Troc^ 

Vidman, Commander of the Company of die Vewsliai^ 



Guards of Honour. 

Demay, Ctmimander of the Artillery of the 13tii Di*' 



nsion. 

■ Banco, of the 2d Italian Horse Chasseurs. 

■ Rambourg, of the 3d ditto. 
• Peraldi ci the Chasseurs of the Italian Guards 



Il'Oreilk, Major of the Spanish RegimenI: of JosephfNapo^ 
leon. 
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"Vm^, Bfiijor of AttHtery. 

Si^mont. Uide«.de^ptoCouBtG,««l9W 

(Mm^. C^cEaf Battalion Wi«g0D-]|I^ 4t]i 

Corps. 
Sevelinge, ditto, attached to the Staffs 
Tempie, Lieat^nant-Comniander of ibe Marines of the JiaEiw 

Giuurd. 
De1ahage» 1 

Laivnelot, > CSqptato-of Efagfaieen. 

Guibert, ) 

Boutarel, Captain of Horse Chasseui^ Adjutant of the PUaia 

Rogal.of.IVUiftiOi 
Trezel, Captain, Aide-de-Camp of G^eral Quillenundt. 

jlirfT^"^' I Assistant Captainsof the SirfBrftlUl 

Bmfdl J 4tii;Ci)ipas. 

M orlainconrt; Clq[ytein'of Ehgmeeta to ^the 4th DivisiQa. 
BonaideHfe; Captain of ArtHteiy; 

^^' 5 Captains of the 9th of the-Unat 

Leiande Abupertius, Lieutenant of theiReg. of the Yblfigeiin of 

theOiMwd^ 
Bbrdbni, ^ Licotemmti in the Italian Giiaidi of 

Mastini, ^' Honour. 

Saint Mareellin de Fontanes, attached to the Staffrofiiier4tii 

Corps. 
Lessepsy French Consul at Moscow. 
Villeblanohe, Auditor of the Council of State, Intendantof Sbftr 

leosko. 



Grand Duke CooM^mM^. 

Prince KutusofF, Commander-in-Chief of the Russtttn AnB]> ' 

Barclay de Tolly, Commander-in-Chief faetbre tUe amYd< sf 

Prince KutuaofF. 
Count Wittraistein, Commander of thtilst Russian Cbi^ 

^Bagawout, .«•• ditto •«.. 2ddo. 

VSchomoalbflj; •. ditto . .., Sddo. 
Generals J Tutschkoff, .... ditto . • .^ 4th do. 
^jvucnw ^ PjJjj^ Bagration, ditto . • • , 5th do. 1 F^bning the 

mDoctomw, .... ditto . • • • 6th do» > Second Army 

V Toimasow, . • . • ditto . • • • 7th do. } of ftie West, 

F F 
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Admifal Tsclukakofi; Commaiider of the Rusrian Anny of the 

Danube. 
Ganeral Laneeron, \ 

IZZZI w^«!!^ V Commanding the Divinoni of the 

IlZyXpUtr, I Anny of le Danube. 

PakUn, J 

Platoff, Hetman of the Coesackt. 

Platoff» son. 

Orlow Dennisowy General of the Adutmced-guanL 

Kameaski, 

Ertel, 

Mar^^ y Generals Commanders in Volhyniai 

Repnin^ 

Casanowa, ^ 

Koulniew, 5 Generals, Commanders in the Corps 

Stengel^ ^ of Prince Wit^;en8tan. 

Sioreney General^ employed in the 2d Army of the West. 

Ostermann» 'S 



Generals employed in the Centre of 
the Russian Army. 



Skallon, 

Woronsow, 

Otschakoffy 

Kanovkzen^ 

GregofF» 

Rajewskiy 

Kropswiteki, 

Strogonoff, 

Boekmetieff» 

Ouvarow, 

Balla, 

Koulniew, General of Light Cavalry; 

Koff, General of Cavalry. 



SJi''^^**' I GeneraU commanding the advanced^ 

SSr^^ \ guardofPrinceKftusff. 

Archbishop, Platon. 

Bishop Augustin, Vicar of Moscow. 

Rastopshin, 

Momonofr> 

Orlow, K Nobles of Moscow. 

Saltikofi; 

S^pimitow,- 



Digitized by 



Google 



435 



A STATEMENT 

Oftli£ different Carps composing the Grand Frendk 
Army^ which marched against Russia^ from 
March Istj to September Istj 1812. ' 



TheSuff. 

Th« Prince of 

Neuchatel 

Major-General 

(Bcrthier). 



First Corps. 
The Prince of 

ECKMUHL 

(Davoust). 



I Badeners, Hessians^ Saxons, ^ 
Neuchatalese, 38th Chas- 
temrsy &g. •••••• « • • • • 4000 



Ist Divifflon, General Morand, 
13th Light Infantry, 17th. 
doth of the line, Badeners, 

2d Division, General Friant, 
*otk Light Infantry, 33d, 
48th of uie line, apmiiards, 
&c 

3d Diyision, General Gudin, 
7th Light Infentiy,12th,2l8t, 
127th of the line, Strelitzers, 
&c. 

4th Division, General Dessaix, 
33d Liffht Infantry, 85th, 
of ' '* " - 



108th of the line, Hessians, 

&c, 
5th Division, General Compans, 

25th, 27th, 6lst, 1 1 1th of the 

line, &c, 
Cavalry, General Girardin, 1st, 

2d, 3d, Chasseurs, 9th, Poles, 

&c.. .;...., 

VArtilleiy, Engineers, &c. .... 

ff2 



14,400 



15,900 



15,500 



1150 



13,700 



17,500 



1050 



1100 



1050 



1100 



1200 



3800 3800 



2300 



2200 
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Second Carps* 
The Duke of 

RBGOfO 

(Oudinot.) 



JTiird Cgrps. 
The Duke of 

ELICHINGEIIf 



Fourth Corps. 

The Prince 

Viceroy 

(Eueene de 

Bcauharnoifl). 



^h DiTision, General Legrand, 
26th light Inftntry, 55th, 
19^ 128th of theline, Pojtu- 
jgaeae, kt 14,000 

8ui Division, Gen. Verdier, 1 1th 
Light In&ntry, 2d, d7th» 

I24tk ^ fhe^me, ^e tBi200' 

\ 9th Divisian, General MeiLe, 
123d of the line, SwisB^ 
Ciwiti, «BC 1«;800 

Cavalry, General Castex, 7th, 
20th, 24tb, 2Btb* Chasseurs, 
8th Light Horse, &c 3200 

Artillery, Engineers, &c J. UWO 

; "^lOth Dinsion, Oenoal Ledi^, 
24th Light InftuoAay, 46ih, 
79d, 129th of tiie line, Por- 
tuguese, &e 13,000 

11th Division, General Razout, 
4th, 18th, 93d of the linie, H- 
Ivfiant, Portuguese, &c.^ . . . 14,000 

25m Division, General Mar- 

ohand, Wiiteirtbtti^rs, &c. 10,000 

Cavalry, General Woeliviarth, 
41^, «8th. Chasseur. fi*h 
Li^ht «Hoiw. ilth Hussars, 
Wirt^snbui^hen, &e. ••«•«. 4000 

^ArtiUepy Engineers, kc. . . ^ . . . 2800 

fl9& Dvviflion, General Dekonfi^ 
8th Lieht InfiuBtiy, $4th, 
92d, 106th of the line, Croats ia,700 

14th Division, General Brous- 
sier, ildth Light Jji^Eintry, 
^h, 35th, 53d lof the line, 
Spaniards «,«,«... 13,000 

15^ iDivisioQ, Geooral Pino, 
Italians, Dalmatians 14,000 

Cavalry, Genejnl Guyon, 9th, 
19tC Chasseurs, Italians, . . . 2900 

Royal Italian Guard, General 
Lecchi 



6200 



800 



>90C^ 



80O 



3200 
1300 



800 



8M 



500 



4000 
2600 



80di 



800 



900 

2700 

2806 



^Axt^lery, Ei^em, &c | 2600 12500 



Digitized by 



Google 



STAXEMEUT* 



«7 



Pnnoe 

tFoNilATOWSfeDI, 



Sixth Corpt. 
Mmhal 

GOUVION 

SaiNO^C YE. . 



Ilh DMBioQ, OeneraA Ztiion- 

sfaeck, P^les, &:c< 

;17th Division, jGenenil Dom- 

%raw8ki, id. • • 

18th ZMvision, 'General Kami 

emieeki, id. 

Cavaky, General Karakiski, id. 
^Artillery, Engineers, &c. .^ . . . 

Ipth Division, General Deroy, 
^ Bavarians, &c 

r20th Division GcneralWrede, id, 
V'Cavalty, Genera} de .Se)rde- 

^ Artillery, Engineers, Ac 



121st Division, General Lecoq, 
32dD^o?,'G^i^de^^^^^^ 
Artilleiy, Eagin^rs, &i* . . 



JEHghth Corps. 

The Duke of 

Abrantes 

(Junot). 



' 23d Division, General Thaneau, 

y Westphalians, &c 

v24th Division, General d'Ochs 
^Cavalry, General Chabert . . , 
.Artillery, Engineers, 8cc. ... 



Ninth Carpt. 
TheDnkeof 

B^LLVNO 

(Victor). 



12th Division, General Parthon- 
neaux, lOth, 29th, Light In- 
fantiy, 36th, 44th, 5 1st, 55th, 
125th, and 126th of the line. 

26th Division, General Daen- 
dels, troops ftom Berg and 
Baden, Hessians, &c 

28th Division, General GiiardJ 
Poles [ 

Cavalry, Geiierals Delaitre*^ 
Foufroer, troops from Berg, 
and Baden, Hesaans, &c... 






12,000 

12»000 

9300 

4000 

22,000 



2200 
12,700 

2000. 
500 



7,800 

7600 

2300 
1200 



10,€00 
5200 

19,000 
1000 



15,000 



8000 
7*500 



2,000 I 



800 

8oe 
700 

4200 
2600 



400 
500 

2100 
800 



800 

700 

2600 
1400 



400 
400 
2000 
1400 



600 

700 
2100 

200 
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Tenth Corps. 



pth Divisiony General Grand- 
I jew» Poles, WestphaUaiis^ 
_ I &c. 

The Duke of \ ^^p JJ^t*'"* ^*^"^ d'Yorck, 
Tawntum. Cav^^GsnV Miiim^Wk/td 
(^Artillery, &c 



Eleventh Corps. 

Duke of i 
Castiglione. 



30th Division, General Leudilet, 
2d, 4th, 6th, 8th, l6th, 17th, 
18th, 21st, 28th, Lieht In- 
fantry, 14th, 28th of the line, 
Westphalians, &c 

3 Ist Division, General Lagrange 
27th, 63d of the line, &c . ^ 

32d Division, General Durutte, 
the regiments of Walcheren, 
Belleisle, and the Mediter- 



ranean 

34th Division, General Morant, 

3d, 29th* of the line, Hessians, 

Saxons, &c 

Cavalry, General Cavaignac, 

Dn^oons, Chasseurs . « . . 



Prince 
Schwartzenberg. 



.1 



Austrians, 



Ist Corps of 
Cavalry, / 
General Nan- \ 
souty. 



2d Corps of 

Cavalry, 

General Mont- 

brun. 



Ist Diviiflon of Light Horse, 
General Bruy^res, l6th Chas- 
seurs, 7th and 8th Hussars, 
Poles, Prussians, &c. •...•. 

1st Division of Heavy Horse, 
General St. Germain, 2d, 3d, 
9th Cuira8siers,l8tLight Horse 

5th Divijdon do. General Va^ 

^ lence, 5th, 6th, 11th, 12th 

^d Division of Light Horse, Ge- 
neral Pajols, 11th, 12th Chas- 
seurs, 5th, 9th Hussars, Prus- 
sians, Poles, &c 

3d Division of Heavy Horse 



13,000 
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2700 
1700 



18,000 
9900 

12,700 

12,900 
1600 
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6500 

3700 
3200 



900 
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400 



600 
1500 
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3300 
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2d Corps 
contuiued* 



General Wathier, Silk, 8ih, 
10th CuiraisiefBy 2d Light 

Horse 

4th Division do. Oi^ral De- 
franc, 1st 2d carbiniers, 1st 
Curiassiers 4th do. •.•••• 



3d Corps of . 

Cavalry, ■. . / 

Gtnetal Grouchy 



Tad Diviaon of Light Horse, 
General Chastel, 6th, 8th, 
25th Chasseurs, 6th Hussars, 

. Bavarians, Saxons 

3d Divisions of Heavy Horse, 
General Doumerc, 4th, 7th, 
14th Cuirassiers, 3d Light 
•"'***'8e •••••••••••••«»,,, 

6th Division do. General La^ 
housaye, 7th, 23d, 28th, 30th, 

s. 50th Dragoons ...' 



4th Corps of (4th Diviaon of Lig\it Horse, 
Cavalry, 1 General Rozni^cki, Poles . . 
General Lateur J 7th Division do. General Loi^e, 
Maubourg. ^ Saxons, Westphalians, &;c.. 

C Imperial Guard, Infimtry, Ca- 

Imperial Guard. ) ^^^W* ^J^^''^^ ^"J- • • • 

'^ ^ Division of the Vistula, General 

t Claparede, Poles, &c 



Grand Park. 



Garrisons. 



Mm. IH.oriei. 



F 



2700 



29002900 



4500 



3300 



43,000 
8300 

9500 

5100 
7800 



2800 



4700 



3300 



28003000 



4600 500Q 
3200 3500 



16000 
500 

4800 

900 
9300 



"Grand Park of Artillery, Ge- 

i neral Lariboissiere • ^ 

.Grand Park of Engineers, Ge- 

f neral Chasseloup Laubat, . . . 

Waggon Train, General Picard 

^agdebourg. General Michaud 900 
Dantzig, General Lagrange. ... 300o|lOOO 

Stettin, General Liobert ...... [^ 

/ Custrin, General Fomier d' Albe/ *^«*® ^^arri- 

\ Gl<»au, Laplane (^^^ , formed 

Berlin, General Durutte. ////fcfc^^^ 
Stralsund, General Morand .A 
Koenigsberg, General Loison . , (5000 | 200 
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General Cans J.Troops of the Princes rf the 
St. Cyr« i Coafwifmtinii ,• • • 

Gei^eralD'Bsteet. NeBpolkan Traopai ........ 



9nof. 
Hamburghy 
Getu^ral Oiim 

St,Cyiv 

d^emlEswald. DanUi Troops 
Trtops omtbe 



Cohort! of the National- Guard 
•{tkeikstnuv&c. 



'•V .'.I. . • . 



tops onM 
March., 



Imfania^ ^ 

Ciivali^. •••«*.• ^« •»•••'• < 

ArtiUeiyy EagineBm^&c. .;. « 



Depots o£ 
Boucier. 



} 



DetacKmentft of all thii regi- 
ments of Cavalry 



7300 



5700 
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StaflF 

First Corps 

Second do 

Third do 

Fourth do. ••«• 

Fifth do 

Sixth do. « 

Seventh do* • • 

Eighth do %••• 

Ninth do. .^ 

Tenth do 

Eleventh do. 

Austrian auxiliary Corps 

Imperial Guard , 

Grand Park 

C Dantzig 

( Hamburgh 
Tmm^ of the Princes of theConfMerarion, . . . 
Neapolitans.. ^ • • • • , •.. 

Danish Troops 

Troops on the March . 
Dep6t of Cavalry ••• 
First Corps of Cavalry 

Second , 

Third , 

Fourth ..,, 



4000 
63,000 
44,100 
43,800 

39,500 
27,400 
18,900 
18i700 
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55,100 
30,000 
51,300 
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412 BTATftMfiKT. 

The following St^lemeot of the effective Focce of the French 
Anny is taken from an excdlent Critique on Labaume in the 
Quarterly Review ; — it is given ion the authority of a West- 
phalifm. Officer. •. » 

Westphflliens .^ •...;•;;••• 30,000 

Bavarians. ^ • 40,000 ' 

Wirtemburehers. 16,000 

GnM Duchy of Berg 3,000 

Pninians, 20,000 

Austrians • 30,000 

FromBaden ••••;•;......;•.•. 5,000 

^Prfes ..,..•. 60,000 

Swiss, French, Spaniards, and Por- 
tuguese ; 300,000 

Various ........^.. ...•,,..,,. 20^000 



Total 594,000 



FINIS. 



DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER. 

\4mVwf^ ^^^ ^ Ti**« 

]Plaii ofthe Rattle of the Moskwa, to lace pi^ «,••«.,..» 13}. 
^ . ■ i I ■ M Malo-Jaroslavitz, to fK^.page 252* 



I by W. Clowes, 
d-ooort. Strand, Lond<m. 
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